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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 


CONDI eee 


In impartial and authentic Account of he 
infamous Conſpiracy carried on againſt the 
Ihen. Edward Walpole, Eq; by John Ca- 
ther, Walter Patterſon, Adam Nixon, 
David Alexander, Patrick Cain, otherwiſe 
Kane, and others. July, 1751. 
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ſuch a Scene of Iniquity, ſuch a Conſpi- 

racy, that no Age can parallel; and in 
order that the whole of the villainous Affair may 
be laid properly before the Public, I ſhall, after 
having given the Particulars of the Proceedings on 
the Trial of Cather, Alexander, Nixon, and Cain, 
four of the Delinquents, annex a farther Account 
in an Hiſtorical Way, of that moſt horrid and un- 
;Þiccedented Conſpi:acy, which could not, accord - 
Vor, * in 


2 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, &9:, 


ing to Form of Law, appear upon the Trial, the 
bare Recital of which mult make human Nature 
ſhudder. 

The IndiAment ſet forth, That John Catber, 
late of the Pariſh of St. Sepulchre, in the County 
of Middleſex, Gent. Walter Patterſon, late of the 
ſame Place, Gent. Adam Nixon, late of the ſame 
Place, Gent. and Patrick Cain, otherwiſe Kane, 
of the ſame Place, Labourer; being Perſons of ill 
Name, Fame, and Reputation, and combining, 
contiiving, conſpiring, intending, defigning, and 
agreeing, not only to deprive the Honourable Ed. 
ward Walpole, E'q; of his good Name, Fame, and 
Reputation, hut alſo, wickedly, maliciouſly, falſe- 
ly, and unjuſtly, to charge and accuſe the ſaid Ed. 
ward, with making an Aſlault on the ſaid Fobn, 
with an Intent, feloniouſly, and againſt the Order 
of Nature, to commit that deteſtable and Sodomiti- 
cal Sin (not to be named amongſt Chriſtians) called 
Buggery, with the ſaid Cather, and to ſubje the 
ſaid Edward to ſuch Puniſhment, as by the Law 
of this Kingdom, Perſons guilty of ſuch Miſde- 
meanors as aforeſaid, are ſubject and liable to, and 
with an Intent and Deſign, unlawfully and un- 
juſlly to procure Money to themſelves from the ſaid 
Edward; they the ſaid Defendants, in Purſuance 
of the ſaid Combination and Conſpiracy, on the 
24th Day of April, in the 23d Year of his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign, at the Pariſh aforeſaid, in the 
County aforeſaid, did wickedly and maliciouſly 
combine, conſpire, and agree together, that he the 
ſaid John Ca:her, ſhould at the then preſent Scſſion 
of the Peace, held for the County of Midaleſex, at 
Hicks's- Hall in St. Job's Street, prefer a Bill of 
Indictment againſt the ſaid Edward Ialpole, for the 
Offence before-mentioned, although they the ſaid 
Defendants very well knew, that the ſaid W 
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nad never made any Aſſault on the ſaid John Ca- 
ther, with any ſuch felonious Intent as aforeſaid. 
The Indictment further ſet forth, That the ſaid 
ohn Cather, in further Purſuance of the ſaid wicked 
Conſpiracy between him and the ſaid other Defen- 
dants, did according thereto, at the ſaid Seſſion 
of the Peace, wickedly, and without any Cauſe, 
prefer an Indictment againſt the ſaid Edward, which 
Indictment is to the Effect following, That the 
Honourable Edward Walpale, late of the Pariſh 
of St. James, within the Liberty of J/Ye/tminſler, 
in the County of Middleſex, Eſq; on the firſt Day 
of March, in the 23d Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord Geige the Second, King of Great 
Britain, &c. with Force and Arms, at the Pariſh 
aforeſaid, in the County aforeſaid, in and upon oi e 
John Cather, Gent, in the Peace of God, and our 
ſaid Lord the King, and then and there being, did 
make an Aſſault, and him the ſaid Zobn, then and 
there did beat, wound, and ill-treat, ſo that his 
Life was greatly deſpaired of, with intent then and 
there feloniouſly, and againſt the Order of Nature, 
to commit that deteſtable and Sodomitical Sin (not 
to be named amongſt Chriſtians) called Buggery, 
with the ſaid Jahn, and other Wrongs to the ſaid 
Jobn, and then and there did, to the great Damage 
of the ſaid 7%, and againſt the Peace of our ſaid 
Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity, Sc. 


The Indictment againſt Mr, Malpole, was after- 
wards removed by his Majeſty's Writ of Certizorart, 
into the Court of Ring's-Bench, to which he, in 
the Trinity Term following, pleaded Not Guilty ; 


and at the Sitting of N/ Prius after that Term, 


held at 1YVe/tminſler- Hall, in the County of Mdal:- 
ſex, before the Right Honourable the Lord Chief- 
Juſtice Lee, on Iflue being joined, the ſaid Ind.&t- 
ment came on to be tried by a Jury of the County, 
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4 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Sc. 


who brought in their Verdict, that the ſaid Edward 
Ialpole was not guilty of the Premiſſes laid in the 
ſaid Indictment. | 

And therefore, the ſaid Indictment againſt the 
ſaid Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Alexander, and 
Cane, charge, that they did, on the Day and Year 
firſt above-mentioned, at the Pariſh of St. Sepulchre, 
in the County aforeſaid, wickedly, maliciouſly, 
unjuſtly, and without Cauſe, combine, conſpire, 
contrive, and agree together, to get and procure 
the ſaid laſt- mentioned Indictment preferred and 
found againſt the ſaid Edward M alpole, in Manner 
and Form aforeſaid, with the Intent and Deſign 
aforeſaid, and for other wicked and malicious Pur- 

ofes, and other Wrongs and Injuries to the ſaid 
Edward Walpole, then and there did, to the great 
Damage of the ſaid Edward Walpole, and againſt 
the King's Pea:e, his Crown and Dignity. 

The Council for the Proſecution having opened 
the Indictment, they very copiouſly laid before the 
Court and Jury ſworn, the heinous and aggravat- 
ing Nature of the Crime of which the Defendants 
ſtood indicted, and took Notice of the evil Ten- 
dency that might have accrued from ſuch an enor- 
mous, flagrant, and unparalleled Practice, if this 
ſhould go unpuniſhed ; and then they began to call 
their Witneſſes to ſupport the Charge, 


Mr. Edu ard Ii a pole being in Court, and ſworn, 
depoſed, That when he was abroad on his Travels, 
he became acquainted with Lord By ne, of the King- 
dom of Jre/and; that while he was in that King- 
dom, as Secretary to the Duke of Devonſhire, the 
Lord Lieutenant, his former Acquaintance with 
that Lord was improved, and he conceived the 
greateſt Friendſhip for his Lordſhip, from whom 
he had received many Civilities, both at his Lord- 


ſhip's Houſe and elſewhicre, ſo that he thought it 
incum- 


— 
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incumberit on him to do all the good Offices in his 
Power for him and his Friends, and accordingly 
procured his Lordſhip's Brother a conſiderable 
Place in Treland, and likewiſe procured Places for 
many of his Lordſhip's Friends; and being at the 
ſaid Lord's Houſe in Tre/and, Application was made 
to him in Behalf of one Cather, who was the Son 
of one of that Lord's Tenants, who intended to 
go to England; and Mr, Walpole being willing to 
lerve any Perſon that belonged to that Gentleman, 
promis'd, if he came to England, that he would re- 
commend him to ſome Employ. 

Some Years after Mr. //alpole had arrived in 
England, Cather came to him; and upon his exa- 
mining him, found him incapable of undertaking 
any Buſineſs, ſo adviſed him to go to Service in 
ſome Gentleman's Family, in order to improve 
himſeif, Mr. //alpole further ſaid, he would have 
taken him into his own Family at that "Time, if 
he had had a Vacancy ; but his Steward being then, 
(and indeed now continuing) very ill, he did in- 
tend whenever he died, or that he had Occaſion 
to part with any other of his Servants, to take Ca- 
ther into his Houſe; and if the Death of his Stew- 
ard had happened at that Time, he intended to have 


removed his own Man into his Steward's Place, 


and his Servant that attended on his Children into 
his Place, and to have taken Cather to attend his 
Children, 

After this Cather ſometimes came to Mr. al- 
polr's Houſe, and was entertained amongf his Ser- 
vants, being in waiting, as he pretended, to hear 
of a Place; but on the 17th of March laſt was 
Twelvemonths, Mr. Walpole's Servant acquainted 
him that he had been out, and met Cather at a 
Beer-houſe, drefled in a Silver-laced Waiſtcoat, a 
Ruffled Shirt, and very fine; that Cather ſeemed in 
{ome Confuſion at ſeeing him, and called him aſide, 
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6 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Sc. 


and gave him a Dram, and begged he would not 
tel] his Maſter that he had ſeen him in that Dreſs; 
and ſaid, he only borrowed thoſe Cloaths, in Ho. 
Nour to the Day, it being St. Patrick, This Ac. 
count, Mr. Walpole ſaid, gave him a bad Opinion 
of Cather, imagining from thence, that he had got 
acquainted with ſome bad Company, and therefo:e 
he reſolved to have nothing more to do with him, 

In ſome Time after, Cather came to Mr. Lal. 
pole's Houſe, with a Letter, wherein he ſignified to 
Mr. Waltole, that he had heard of a Place, and 
begged Mr. JYalp:le would recommend him, which 
he refuſed to do, and then forbid him his Houſe, 

Mr. Edward MWalpele likewiſe ſaid, 'T hat ſome- 
time in April, 1750, he received a Letter ſigned 
Dauiel Alexander, informing him of an Intention of 
a Proſecution to be ſet up againſt him by one 7h 
Cather, for an Attempt to commit Sadomy; but as 
he the ſaid Alexander had a Reſpect for him, and 
the Y/alpole Family, he had deciined proceeding in 
that Cauſe till he had firſt acquainted him with it; 
this Letter he marked when he received it, and it 
wos read in Court, 

He further ſaid, That in ſome little Time after, 
he received another letter much to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, with ſome Aſſurances or Declarations men- 
tioned in it, of his, the ſaid Alexander, having it 
in his Power to ſerve Mr. //alpole in the Affair, 
which he declared he would do, if he would per- 
mit him, Mr. Va pole returned no Anſwer to ei- 
ther of thoſe Letters; and ſaid, that in ſome Time 
after, one Walter Pattern came to him, and in- 
formed him of a Proſecution that was carrying on 
by Cather againſt him, the ſaid Mr. /Yaipole; and 
that he, the ſaid Patterſon, was concerned as an 
Attorney or Solicitor in the Affair, and was em- 
ployed by Cather; and that a Bill of Indictment 
was, or ſoon would he, preferred againſt him, 1 
no 


— 
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not timely prevented; but Mr. Malpole knowing 
his own Innocence, paid little Regard to thoſe In- 
formations offered by Alexander and Patterſon, ? 
in Friendſhip to him, ſo that they had not their de- 
fired Effect. 

In a few Days after, Alexander waited on him at 
his Houſe in Pall- Mall, and defired to ſpeak to 
him alone; who being admitted, began to talk of 
Cuther's Affair, and ſaid, he had declined being 
concerned, as he could not think there was any 
Truth in it, having always the utmoſt Regard far 
hi; Honourable Family; and talked in a moſt art- 
ful Manner, ſaying, that all Men had their Pas- 
ſion:, and that Crime that was now looked upon 
in ſo heinous and criminal Manner, was very much 
uſcd amongſt the Antients, eſpecially in Itahy; and 
ſeemed to make very little of that Crime; how- 
ever, he ſaid, he was of Opinion, that it was 
better to prevent any Report or Cauſ: of Suſpicion, 
timely, by either ſtopping the Information, if there 
was any Truth in it, or if otherwiſe, in diſcover- 
ing the Plot, which he was very ſure was much in 
his Power to do, and he would uſe his Endeavours, 
if he would pleaſe to permit him. Mr. Walpole 
then told him, that he was obliged to him for his 
kind Offers; but ſaid, that his artful Way of ex- 
preſſing himſelf, gave him Reaſon to think, that 
he was as far concerned in the Plot as any, and 
though then in a great Paſſion, concealed it, and 
reſolved to treat him civilly, in order to get at the 
Truth, and the Authors of the Conſpiracy ; and 
then he told Al xander, that he himſe'f had had 
ſome Intelligence lately about the Affair, which 
was, that a Bill of Indictment was found againſt 
him, on the Oath of Cather ; Alexander then ſaying, 
that he knew nothing of a Bill being found ; Mr. 
IPalpole ſaid, that he could likewiſe tell him, what 
Converſation had paſſed between him and. Patterſon, 

B 4 when: 
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when the laſt Letter was wrote that he had received, 
and which was, that Mr. Walpole had a great deal 
of Money, and we muſt have ſome of it. 

Alexander upon this replied, that they were not 
the expreſs Words, but that they were much to 
the ſame Purpoſe; and owned that Patterſon was 
preſent when that Letter was wrote, and that he 
directed and indited it. Mr, //alfole further aid, 
That he did not fay this from any Information he 
had heard of it, but from his own Suſpicion, be. 
lieving that Alexander and Patterſen were both con- 
cerned in the Conſpiracy againſt him. 

He further depoſed, That he had many other 
Letters to produce to the Court, and that Alexander 
had been often with him afterwards about the Af— 
fair, and particularly one Time, when his Bro- 
ther Horace was preſent ; that at this Time Alex- 
ander ſent up his Name, when he ordered his Ser- 
vant to ſhew him up Stairs into the. Room where 
he and his Brother then were; tha when Alcxan- 
der came into the Room, he dgizied to ſpeak to 
Mr. Eduard Wal;el: alone; thithe refuſed that 
Requeſt ; and told him, that HY Brother was no 
Stranger to what he ſuppoſed he was going to men- 
tion; whereupon Alexander informed Mr. Walpole, 
that he had made great Enquiry into the Affair of 
Cather ; that he found that it was not only an At- 
tempt on Cather, but that Sodomy was committed 
on him, whereby he was greatly damaged, and 
was now under the Care of a Surgeon, Mr. Wal- 
pole ſaid, he was very angry at hearing that Expreſ- 
11on, and ſwore that he would know who the Sur— 

eon Was, and who the Perſon was that had been 
guilty of ſuch a Crime with the Fellow, and in- 
ſifled to know in whoſe Care he was. Alexander 
then ſaid, he did not know that, for it was Pat- 
terſon that had told him that Cather was under the 


Care of a Surgeon; but that he would venture 
| tg 


for a Conſpiracy. 9 
to ſay, that it was then in his Power to put an 
End to the whole Affair, if he, the ſaid Mr. Wal- 
pole would employ him, and that he had learned 
ſomething of the Affair, that might be of great 
Service to Mr. Valpoe, if the ſame came to be 
tried; that he was alſo of Opinion, that ſince Ca- 
ther found that he, the ſaid Alexander, had refuſed 
being concerned, it would be no hard Matter to- 
compromiſe it, which he then recommended to Mr. 
Waltole; all the Time Mr. Walpole abſolutely re- 
fuſed any Compromiſe, inſiſting, that if Cather 
was ill, as he the ſaid Alexander repreſented, he 
would know the Cauſe of his Diſorder, and who 
the Surgeon was. 

Mr. Walpole further ſaid, That ſome Time af- 
ter, the ſaid Alexand:r came again to his Houſe, 
when Mr. $lawter being with him, he deſired Mr. 
$/awter to ſtay in the Room, which he did. That, 
as ſoon as Alexander entered the Room, he deſired 
to ſpeak a few Words with him ; that he told him, 
the Buſineſs he ſuppoſed he came about was con- 
cerning Cather, thereſore he might ſpeak there; 
that then Alexander ſaid, that he was informed that 
he, Mr. Walpole, had compromiſed or made up 
the Aﬀair, which Report, he ſaid, he could not 
credit, as he had refuſed any Compoſition when he 
was laſt with him, and that he then waited on him 
to know the Truth from himſelf, Mr. Walpole 
then told him, he had no [ntention of making up, 
or compromiſing any ſuch villainous Affair. | 

Mr. //alpole was aſked by the Council for the 
Defendant Alexander, Whether he had ever wrote 
to Al-xander ; to which Mr. /Yalpale ſaid, he did 
not then remember that he had; but a Letter be- 
ing produced, and ſhewed to Mr. ///a/pole, he rea- 
dily acknowledged it to be his Writing, and added, 
that he was the more certain, as he had not there- 
in either ſpelt or wrote his Name as uſual, not 
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knowing what advantage a dangerous Set of People 
might take of it, if he had. I his Letter was not 
read in Court, it not being deſired by the Council 
on either Side, 

The Council having sſked Mr. Mapole, Whe. 
ther he had employed any Perſon or Perſons to find 
out the Authors or Contrivers of this Conſpiracy ; 
he ſaid, he had employed Mr. James IWor/dale, 
Mr. Andrew White, Mr. Jahn Brownſmith, and 
Mr. John Sherwood, for that Purpoſe. 

Mr. Horace Malpole being ſworn, depoſed, That 
on hearing the Report of a Proſecution being car- 
rying on againſt his Brother Edward, he wrote to 
bim about it, and was informed by his Anſwer, that 
fuch a Proſecution was intended againſt him ; that 
on Receipt of his Brother's Letier, he came to 
Londen, to his Brother's Houſe in Pall- Mall, and 
was there in Company with his ſaid Brother, when 
Daniel Alexander came to the Houſe, and was ad- 
mitted into the Room where they were; that Alex- 
ander delired to ſpeak with his Brother alone, but 
his Brother refuſed to talk alone with him; and 
then they talked about a Proſecution being carrying 
on againſt his ſaid Brother, by one Ca'her ; and that 
Al-xarder ſtrongly recommended to his Brother to 
flop the Proceedings; that it was greatly in h's, 
the ſaid Al.xander's, Power to ſerve Mr. J/altel-, 
in preventing it, and that he ſeemed very defirous 
to be employed by Mr, I/alfole; that his Brother 
refuſed any Compromiſe of ſo black and vile an 
Affair, and thanked Alexander for the many Pro- 
teſtations he made of Friendſhip and Willingneſs 
to ſerve him; and that as ſoon as he, the ſaid Alex- 
ander, left the Room, he took a Memorandum of 
the Subſtance of what had paſſed between them, 
| leſt It ſhould flip his Memory, which Memoran- 
dum he then produced, and read in Court, M 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stephen Slawter being ſworn, depoſed, That. 
on the 31ſt of May was Twelvemonths, he was 
with Mr. Edward MWalpile, at his Houſe in Pall- 
Mall, when a Servant came to tell Mr. /7a/pole,, 
that one Mr. Alexander wanted to ſpeak with him; 
that Mr. Valpole deſired him, the Servant, to ſhew 
him into the Room where they were; and that Mr. 
IValzole deſired him, the ſa d S/awter, not to leave 
the Room; that when Al-xander came into the 
Room, he told Mr. /Yalpo!e that he heard that 
he had made up the Affair with Cather, but that he. 
could not credit, as he had refuſed any Compoſi- 
tion when he was laſt with him; that Mr. Valpole 
then declared, that he had not, nor would not com- 
promiſe any ſuch villainous Affair; "that Alexander 
ſeemed to want to be employed by Mr. /7alole to 
compromiſe the Thing, and ſpoke very artfully, 
as he thought; and that he, the ſaid S/awter, had 
taken a Memorandum of what had paſſed between 
them, which he likewiſe produced in Court, 

Being aſked by the Council for the Defendants, 
when he wrote the Memorandum that he pro- 
duced; he ſaid, in three or four Days after the 
Converſation at Mr. //aipsle's Houſe. 

Mr. Robert Bygrave being ſworn, depoſed, That 
he aCted as Attorney for Mr. /7a/pele in the Cauſe 
wherein John Cath:r was Proſecutor againſt the 
Honourable Edward IValps'e, Eſq; for an Aſſault 
on him, the ſaid C:ther, with an Intent to com- 
mit Sodomy; that he believed that that Proſecution 
was wicked, and. calculated only to extort Money 
ſrom that Gentleman; and farther, that Daniel 
Alexander had been often with him whil{t that Pro- 
ſecution was carrying on; that Alexander told him, 
that he believed it to be very iniquitous, and that 
he had been applied to in order to act as Attor- 
ney for Cather in the (aid Proſecution ; that he had 
had Money from him and his Confederates for that 
| B 6 Purpoſe, 
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Purpoſe, but that he had declined being concerned, 
on account of his Friendſhip for Mr. /Yalpole and 
hi; Family ; that they threatened to ſue him for 
the Money he had received from them, and that 
they had employed one Mr. Lewis of Clifford's- 
Inn, to ſue him, the ſaid Alexander, for the ſaid 
Money, in the Marfhalſea-Ceurt, 

Several Letters were produced on the Part of the 
Profecution againſt 4l-xander, and were ſeverally 
read in Court; the Subſtance of which Letters 
were ſome of them ſoothing, and others mena- 
cing ; the general Tendency of the whole being 
not only to obtain Money, but alſo to procure to 
himſelf a Place of conſiderable Profit. Theſe Let- 
ters were proved to be the Hand-writing of Daniel 
Alexander, by Mr. John Grove of Hammerſmith, 
who being ſworn, looked at all the Letters ſeve- 
rally, and ſaid, he believed them all to be of Alex- 
ander's Hand- writing. 

Being aſked by the Council for the Defendant, 
how he could ſwear that they were all of the Hand- 
writing of Alexander, as they were wrote in ſeveral 
Hands; he replied, that he had been long ac- 
quainted with his Hand-writing ; that he knew he 
could alter it when he pleaſed ; that he could write 
many Hands; that he had no Doubt in him, in 
regard to any one of the Letters, but had ſome to 
the Cover of one of them ; but did believe that alſo 
to be wrote by him. 

Iiliiam Cal ier, Servant to Mr. Edward Wal- 
pole, being ſworn, depoſed, That on the 17th Day 
of March, 1750, he went into a Beer-houſe, where 
he met John Cather ; that he, the ſaid Cather, was 
dreſſed in a Silver-laced Waiſtcoat, a Ruffled-Shirt, 
and very fine; that Cather ſeemed in ſome Con- 

fuſion when they met; that Cather called him aſide, 
and gave him a Dram; that he begged he would 
not take any Notice to his Maſter that he had 2 

im 
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him in that Dreſs; and ſaid, he only borrowed 
thoſe Cloaths in Honour to his Country, it being 
St. Patrick's Day; that when he came home, he 
told his Maſter that he had ſeen Cather, and de- 
ſcribed his Dreſs; that in a few Days after, Cather 
came to his Maſter's Houſe, and he ſaid, he had 
heard of a Place, and wanted Mr, //alpole to re- 
commend him; that he had a Letter for his Maſ- 
ter, which he carried to him; and when his Maſter 
had read the Letter, he ſpoke to Cather, and taxed 
him with his being ſo finely dreſſed a few Days be- 
fore ; that Mr. Walpele told him, he believed he 


kept bad Company, therefore he would not recom- 


mend him to any Gentleman, or have any Thing 
to ſay to him, and at that Time forbid him his 
Houſe, and ordered that none of his Servants ſhould 
encourage him to come there; and that he believed 
his Matter had conceived a bad Opinion of Cather 
on account of what he had told him of him. 

Mr. James Morſdale being ſworn, delivered his 
Evidence in a very facetious and ſatisfactory Man- 
ner; and depoſed, That ſome Time in April, 17 50, 
being in Company with Mr. Edward Walpole, 
whom he had an Intimacy with, and a great Friend- 
ſbip for; he told Mr. //a/pole, that he had been at 
a Coffee-houſe, and in Company with ſome Per- 
ſons that took too much Liberty with his Charac- 
ter; that he then reſented it, and found by the 
Perſon who made uſe of his Name, that he did not 
at all know Mr. Walpele, but had ſpoke what he 
did only from common Report, Being aſked by 
Council, what it was that he heard ſaid of Mr. 
I/alpole, at that Coffee-Houſe; he replied, The 
Gentleman ſaid, he was guilty of Sodomy, or at 
leaſt accuſed of that Crime; that Mr. //a/pole then 
told him the whole Affair, of his being accuſed by 
one Cather, and that he believed ſome others, 
more artful than himſelf, were concerned in the 

| Scheme, 


„ — _— — 


= P F 9 
— > — nm - — — — 
- — : — p — — _- —_— - . — 
© k * FEI ; < . 2 . 
- — 1 4 x 
pay — 2% — *— * 5 — — * = — 4 
- kf 4 - — —— 
2 * * * 7 | * 2 
r 4 * . 
2ͤ„ >” i pe 
* —_— — 2 - — 


_— ————— l — 


2 
* — — ET 
a 


= * — 


1 — 
— 


— - r 
> ln. 


” 
— ——— 


— 1 8 
— 


- — — 


14 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Oc. 


Scheme, and that it was calculated only to extort 
Money from him; that Mr. I alpole was very defi. 
rous to find out who they were, that was concerned 
with Cather in the Conſpiracy, Upon hearing this, 
he promiſed» Mr. Walpole his Aſſiſtance in the Diſ. 
covery of that wicked Scheme; and to accompliſh 
it, he got the Names of Cather, Patterſon, and ſome 
others, ſuppoſed to be concerned; and after ſome 
Enquiry after them, he found they reſorted to the 
Globe in Brid:es-Street, Ct Garden; that in or- 
der to the eaſier getting into their Company, he 
diſguiſed himſelf, and went to the Globe; but not 
finding him there, he went into a Public-houſe, 
the Sign of the Devil and Bag of Nails, (for ſo 
that Gentry called it among themſelves, though it 
was the Pla:k- Mor” *-Flead end Mol- Pact) by 
Buckingham-Gate; that there he found ſome People 
at Sket:les; that he called for ſome Beer, Pipes, 
and Tobacco, and fat down near where they were 
at Play, and ſoon found by their Conveiſation, they 
were ſome of the People he wanted ; that he in- 
terfered in their Play, and greatly applauded the 
Bowling of one, and the Tipping of others, and 
by that Means ingratiated himſeif into their Con- 
verſation, ſo that they became very free ; that he 
drank with them, and they with him; and that 
when their Play was over, one of them, who ſeem- 
ed to like his Converſation, aſked him if he was 
aged that Evening; he ſaid, he was not; they 
faid, they ſhould be glad of his Company to ſmoke 
a Pipe with them, which he readily, conſented to, 
it being what he wanted; that they then went to 
the Globe in Bridges-Strert, and there called for 
ſome Liquor; and after ſome Converſation about 
different Things, Patterſon, who was one of the 
Company, aſked him, if he had heard of what 
lately had happened to a certain Right Hon. he 
faid, he had not; and aſked, what Right Ho- 
nourable 
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nourable he meant, and Patterſon replied the Right 
Honourable Edward Malpole, Eſq. On this Mr. 
Waorſdal: began to abuſe Mr. Walpole himſelf, ſay- 
ing, Damn him, there is nothing too bad can hap- 

n to him, for that there was not a greater Scoun- 


drel in England. Patterſen then ſaid he was a bad 


Man ; that he had been guilty lately of a very bad 
Action, no leſs than an Attempt to commit Sodo- 
my with a poor young Fellow of his Acquaintance, 
and had now refuſed giving him any Thing to ſup- 
port him; but that he believed the Perſon would 
make him pay for it: Mr. Worſdale then ſaid, he 
was not ſurprized to hear that; that he knew a 
poor Fellow that Mr. Walpale had ſerved in the 
like Manner, and that it was a Pity ſome Body did 
not take it in Hand to make him pay for ſuch Prac- 
tices; Patterſon then ſaying he intended it, Mr. 
IVorſdale ſaid he would lend a Hand, and procure 
a Perſon that ſhould ſwear it againſt //alpole, Pati- 
terſon upon this Converſation, ſaid they had one to 
ſwear that already; then Mr. Worſdale aſked if the 
Perſon they had to ſwear was ſtaunch, and not to be: 
biaſſed from ſwearing ; that if he was by any Means 
biaſed, his Acquaintance ſhould ſwear againſt the 
Scoundrel, and that he would join in the Expence 
of proſecuting him ; for that he had formerly uſed 
him the ſaid Worſdale very ill; Patterſon then ſaid 
he was glad he.had met with him, and called for a 
Bowl of Punch, and they drank heartily together. 

Being aſk'd by Council, who he ſaw there, he 
ſaid Patterſon, Denniſon, Faulkner, and ſome others, 
but not Cather; and being afk'd if he had ſeen 
Alexander or Nixen there, or at any other of their 
Meetings, he ſaid No, that he had nothing to ſay 
about either of them. 

Mr. Worſdale then proceeded in his Evidence, and 
faid, that they parted that Night with Promiſes of 
both Parties to meet there again in a ſhoct Time; 
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but that he not being contented with what Diſco- 
veries he had made then, as he had not ſeen Cather ; 
and meeting one Andrew Il hite the next Day in 97. 
James's Park, whom he was acquainted with, and 
knew to be of the Kingdom of Jreland, he aſk d 
White if he knew one Cather, an Fila; 3 that 
Mr. White ſaid he did, and that they had lodged in 
the ſame Houſe together ; ; that he then told Wit 
the Affair, and deſired he would aſſiſt him in find- 
ing out Caiher, which he promiſed to do. 

A few Days after this, according to Appoint- 
ment, he met Paiterſen, Denniſin, and Faulkner, 
Being aſked where he met them the ſecond Time, 
he replied, he met them at the Devi, (meanin 
the Blackmoor's Head and Wl. Pack) where he firſt 
met them. Being aſked what Converſation he had 
with them at this Time, he ſaid it was to the Pur- 
poſe of the firſt that he had related; and added, 
that he abuſed Mr. Walpolè very much, by accul- 
ing him to them of many Crimes which he knew 
nothing of, in doing which he was obliged to get 
quite out of himſelf, to join with a Set of People 
that was quite his Averſion. 

He further depoſed, That he had agreed to join 
with them in carrying on the Proſecution againſt 
Mr. Walpole, and that they had other Meetings at 
different Times and Places on that Occaſion ; that, 
in a few Days after, Y/hite came to him, and told 
him that he had ſeen Cather and one Cain; that 
they had diſcovered to him their intended Proſecu- 
tion againſt Mr, //alpeole : That he the ſaid J/hite 
had promiſed to aſſiſt them therein; and that they 
had agreed to give him a Dividend of the Money 


they expected to get from Mr. Walpele. That he 


then deſired I/hite to introduce him into Cather 
and Cain's Company; when //hite and he agreed 
to meet that Evening at Cufer's Gardens "and 
White promiſed, if poſſible, to bring Cather and 
Cain 
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Cain with him: That accordingly /Fhite, Cather, 
and Cain met this Deponent that Evening at Cuper's 
Gardens, where he went under the Denomination 
of Counſellor Fohnſon ; that White introduced him 
to Cather and Cain, and told him that he, the ſaid 
Cather, was his Friend, and had been ill-treated 
by a certain Gentleman, whom he wanted to pro- 
ſecute; but that he was poor, and had not Money 
to go on with the Law ; and that he knew Cather 
to be honeſt, and would pay when in his Power, 
and begged he would undertake the Affair. This 
Deponent promiſed //þ1ite that he would do for his 
Friend what lay in his Power; adding, if any Mo- 
ney was wanting, he would advance it to carry on 
his Proſecution; but deſired he would tell him the 
Nature of his Caſe ; which he did, and Mr. J//or/- 
dale then promiſed to aſſiſt him. Cather told him, 
he had been extremely ill-uſed ; that the Hon. 
Edward Walpole, Eſq; who was the Perſon he in- 
tended to ſue, had encouraged him to'come from 
Ireland, and now refuſed to do any Thing for him; 
and that he had otherwiſe uſed him ill, by making 
an Attempt upon him to commit Sodomy, and 
therefore he would be revenged of him for his 
Impudence. TI wiſh, added Cather, I had met with 
you firſt upon this Buſineſs, for it is to get Money; 
and if you will go to Mr, Walpole, and if he will 


give me 1004, the Proſecution ſhall drop, other- 


wiſe I will be revenged on him by G—4. 

This deponent further depoſed, that when they 
came away from the Gardens, they took Boat and 
croſſed the River ; and, whilſt in the Boat, Cainand 
he began to talk of the Affair; that he then aſked 
Cain if Mr. Walpole had made any Attack upon Ca- 
ther, in order to commit Sodomy, and whether he 
believed Mr. Walpole guilty of ſuch Practices, when 
Cain replied, No, he never had made any ſuch At- 
tempt upon him, but that he had uſed. Cather ill 
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in not providing for him according to his Promiſes; 
that the poor Fellow was ſtarving, and this Charge 
was only calculated to get ſome Money from Mr. 
Walpole. That he this Deponent then applauded it, 
and ſwore that he liked the Scheme prodigiouſſy; 
that he would aſſiſt in carrying it on; that he was 
certain they ſhould get Money enough, as Walpol: 
was rich; when, upon his ſo ſaying, Cain told 
him that the Scheme was laid by him; that he ge. 
nerally had Succeſs in ſuch Affairs, and that they 
had lately had a Sum of Money from a Gentleman, 
whom he then named, though this Deponent did 
not chuſe to mention the Name in Court. 

Mr. ZYor/dal- further depoſed, that he went the 
next Day and informed Mr. Walpole of what had 
happened, and that he had got at the Knowledge 
of Cutber, and likewiſe a Confeſſion from Cain, 
of its being only a Contrivance, in order to obtain 
Money from him; and Mr. Walbele thinking it 
then Time to have ſome of them taken up, defied 
this Deponent to aſſiſt him in getting Paterſon hilt, 
whom he then had a Warrant againſt as a Va. 
grant“. Accordingly Mr. Morſdale went to Ca- 
ther, and appointed to meet him that Evening in 
Somer ſet-Flonſe Gardens, where Cather promiſed 
to bring Paterſon, in order to give ſome Inſtrucdtions 
how to proceed in his Cauſe; and he, in order to 
be ready for their Reception, procured Mr. James 
Gray, a Conſtable, who then went with him to 
Somerſet-Houſe, where he had a Friend lived, the 
Windows of whoſe Apartment looked into the 
Garden, where he the Counſellor had appointed to 
meet them, to conſult about carrying on the Profe- 
cution. From this Window he could ſee them, 
as they walked in the Garden; and when Catber, 


* Paterſon was apprehended as a Vagrant: theParticu- 
lar; of the Affair are related in the ſubſequent Narrative. 


Cain, 
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Cain, Faulkner, and Patterſon were come accord- 
ing to his Invitation to his new Entertainment, he 
changed Cloaths with Mr. Gray the Conſtable, and 
went into the Gardens where they were ; and they 
ſeeing Gray dreſſed in Mr. Worſdale's Cloaths, Ca- 
ther ſaid Here comes the Counſellor ; but when they 
came up to them, Mr. Worſdale ſhewed Patterſon 
to the Conſtable Gray, telling him that was his 
Priſoner, which put them all in great Confuſion, 
and they now diſcovered their preſent ſuppoſed 
Counſellor to be a Conſtable, and Mr. Vorſdale, 
their former ſuppoſed Counſellor, the Diſcoverer of 
their wicked Schemes. 

Mr. Andrew White being ſworn, depoſed, That 
ſome Time in April 1750, he met Mr. 7ames 
Morſdale in St. James's Park; that Mr. Worſdale 
aſked him, if he knew one John Cather, an Iriſb- 
man; that he ſaid he.did, and that they had lodg- 
ed ſome Time ago in the ſame Houſe; that Mr. 
Morſdale then ſaid, he wanted greatly to ſee him, 
and to be acquainted with him; that he being in- 
timately acquainted with Mr. /77/dale, he aiked 
him, what he wanted to be acquainted with Ca- 
tber for; that Mr. Wor/dale then ſaid, he ſuſpected 
him to be concerned in a villainous Profecution 
that was carrying on againſt a Friend of his; that 
he wanted to ſee him on that Account, and deſired 
he would make them acquainted by any Means, 
if poſſible ; that this Deponent then told him, it 
was no hard Matter, for that he believed he knew 
where Cather then lodged ; that he promiſing Mr, 
Worſdale his Aſſiſtance and Secrecy, Mr. Worſeale 
told him the Manner of the Conſpiracy againſt Mr. 
Walpole; that Cather was the Man who was to 
ſwear againſt him; that he was ſure that the Accu- 
ſation was falſe, and that he had already ſeen and 
been in Company with ſome who were concerned, 
but had not ſeen Cather. This Deponent _— 
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ſaid, that he promiſed to do his Endeavours to find 
Cather out, and to bring him acquainted with Mr. 
or ſdale, and to learn of Cather as much as he 
could; that he went the next Morning to the Sign 
of the Mhite Bear in Princes Street, near Drury. 
Lane, and enquired there if Cather was within ; 
that he was informed he was in Bed ; upon which 
he went up Stairs, and found him; that he aſked 
him the Cauſe of his lying ſo long, it being then 
about Eleven o'Clock; that Cather then ſaid, he 
had been up late concerning an Affair that he 
wanted to ſpeak to him about, as he always took 
him to be a fincere Friend ; that Cather got up, 
and they went and drank together, and that Cui: 
was there, and in Company, but that he was 
not acquainted with Cain before; that he told Ca- 
ther, that if he had any Thing to ſay to him, it 
would be the beſt Way to take a Walk and be 
alone, when Cather replied, What he was going to 
ſay to him, that Man, meaning Cain, was no 
Stranger to, for that he was his particular Friend, 
Mr. Hite then aſked, what it was he had to ſay! 
Cather then ſaid, that he had been ill-treated by a 
Gentleman, for which he intended to ſue him at 
Law, and that he had employed a Lawyer in the 
Affair, whom he was afraid would not do him 
Juſtice ; that he had been with him the laſt Night, 
and found that he intended to compromiſe the 
Matter, and feared he would not let him know 
what Money he got, or give him any, if he got 
ever ſo much, when he, Cather, was ſure there 
would be a "Thouſand or two given to make it up. 
Mr. A bite ſaid, he was very ſorry he had not 
known it beforez for that he knew a Gentleman 
of the Law, that was very honeſt, that he had 
great Intereſt with, and was ſure would do any 
Thing for him without any Money, or for his 
Friend; Cathir replied, that was ſuch a Man » 
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he wanted; and if he now could meet with him, 
he ſhould put the Affair into his Hands. White 
ſaid, he was a very eminent Man, and well verſed 
in the Law, that, if he pleaſed, he would ſpeak to 
him for him, if he would let him know what the 
Affair was; that then Cather and Cain ſpoke toge- 
ther, when he ſuppoſes they were conſulting whe- 
ther they ſhould communicate the Affair to him, 
which Cather dire Aly after did, by aſking him, if 
he knew Mr. Walpole : White ſaid, he did not; 
then Cather ſaid, that his Suit was againſt the Ho- 
nourable Edward Walpole; then ſays White, I 
ſuppoſe he is a rich Man ; yes, ſays Cather, and 
if the Affair be properly conducted, we ſhall have 
Money enough ; and if you will be true, and your 
Friend the Lawyer, it will be a good Thing ; that 
then he, Mhite, replied, I want Money, and let 
the Affair be what it will, you ſhall have my Aſſiſt- 
ance, and my Friend's too, and he has Money 
enough, Cather then told him, that if he would 
promiſe Secrecy, they would tell him the whole; 
whereupon I/hite promiſed Cather and Cain to be 
ſecret and true; Cather then ſaid, that he came 
from Ireland on the Promiſes of Mr. Halpolè's pro- 
viding for him in London, but that he had refuſed 
doing any Thing for him, and uſed him ill in for- 
bidding him his Houſe ; that he was reſolved to be 
revenged of him; and if he would not prefer him 
otherwiſe, he ſhould by letting him have ſome of 
his Money; that he had accuſed Mr. Walpole with 
an Attempt of committing Sodomy with him the 
ſaid Cather ; and that he was ſure he would ſooner 
part with any Sum than be expoſed ; -but all he 
feared was, that thoſe whom he had already em- 
ployed would cheat him, and compromiſe the Af- 
fair, Upon this, J/hite told him, he need not 
ſear that; for it cou'd not be compromiſed without 
him, and that he was the Perſon that muſt ſign any 
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Article they could enter into with Mr. Jap}, 
otherwiſe it would be of no Effect; and told him 
farther, that he would make it his Buſineſs to find 
out his Friend the Counſellor, and conſult him 
what Step was proper to be taken, but that if they 
had Succeſs, he would expect to be well paid. 

Cather and Cain then ſaid, there was but one or 
two more that ſhould be concerned; and that if 
-he would get his Friend the Lawyer to do what 
was neceflary, and to advance any Money they 
ſhould want to carry it on, he, the ſaid hits, 
ſhould have an equal Share with either of them- 
ſelves, which he promiſed to do. 

That after this he left them, and went in queſt 
of Mr. I/or/dale, whom he ſoon found, and told 
him what had paſſed between Cather, Cain, and 
himſelf; that thereupon Mr. Worſdale and he 
agreed to meet at Cuper's Gardens, where Mr, 
Morſdale was to go for a Counſellor, and his 
was to bring Cather and Cain with him ; that he 
went the next Evening, and met Cather and Cain, 
and told them he had been to the Counſellor's 
Chambers, but could not meet with him till next 
Morning, and then aſked them, how they intend- 
ed to ſpend the Evening, and if they would go to 
ſee the Diverſions at Cuper's Gardens; Cather (aid 
he could not go, for that thoſe Fellows whom he 
had employed kept him ſo poor, that he had 
not a Shilling in his Pocket: Whereupon this De- 
ponent told him, he need not mind that, if he 
would go, it ſhould be no Expence to him, that 
he would fland treat; ſo they all conſented to go, 
and took Boat directly. 

When they came to Cuper's Gardens, they met 
Mr. W.r/dule, White's ſuppoſed Counſellor ; and 
Ihite introduced him to them by the Name of 
Counſellor Johnſon, and told the Counſcllor he had 


been at his Chambers to enquire for him; * 
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he was glad he chanced to meet him there, as a 
Perſon was then with him that he wanted to re- 
commend to his Care in a Law-Suit ; ſo introdu- 
ced Cather, telling the Counſellor he was an inti- 
mate Friend and Acquaintance of his, and deſired 
he would aſſiſt him, which the Counſellor promiſed 
to do on Mr. Mhite's Account, White told the 
Counſellor his Acquaintance had not a great Deal 
of Money, but if any was wanting to carry on the 
Cauſe, he hoped he would not let him or his Cauſe 
fail for a ſmall Matter. The Counſellor repli- 
ed, he was ſurprized Mr. Mbise ſhould think 
it neceſſary to mention any Thing of that Sort, as 
he had upon all Occaſions taken Care of Mr. 
I/hite's Friends, and a Recommendation from 
him was ſufficient, if the Cauſe was put into his 
Hands; that they ſat down and drank together, 
and the ſuppoſed Counſellor aſked Cather the Na- 
ture of his Caſe, and who it was that he had a 
Law-ſuit with : Cather told him, it was with a 
great Man, and one that had Money enough: The 
Counſelior then ſaid, he liked to take the Part of 
the Poor againſt the Rich; that if he was injured, 
it was well that he had a rich Man to deal with; 
and that he, the ſaid Counſellor, ſaid, he liked to 
ſue ſuch as were able to pay. That Cather then 
ſaid, it was the Honourable Edward Walpole he 
had a Diſpute with; that he had encouraged him 
to come from Ireland, by promiſing to get him 
Preferment in England, but now refuſed to do any 
Thing for him; and that he had groſsly affronted 
him in forbidding him his Houſe, but that he had 
worſe than that to accuſe him with, which was, 
that he attempted to commit Sodomy with him. 
This Deponent further ſaid, Phat Mr. Mos ſdale 
then ſwore, that he would him make pay for it; that 
all he had ſaid of him was very bad; and that the 
Counſellor laid great Streſs on the Affront put upon 
I him, 
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him, by forbidding him his Houſe ; however, he 
would ſee him righted. That after this Converſa. 
tion, they took Boat, and came over the Water 
together; that Cather deſired he might ſee Mit- 
as ſoon as poſſible ; that Mr. Worſdale, the ſup. 
poſed Counſellor, and Cain, had ſome Talk toge- 
ther in the Boat; that in a Day or two after, he 
met Patterſon and ſome others, and that Patterſin 
aſked him, what he had done to Cather, and told 
him, Cather had ſwore his Life againſt him. bite 
ſeemed ſurprized at this News, and ſaid, he never 
had done any Thing to Cather that might cauſe 
him ſo to do: They aſſured him it was fo, on 
which he went in Queſt of Cather ; and when he 
found him, he taxed him with what he was told, 
and Cather at firſt denied it; but when /#/hite told 
him his Authors, he confeſſed he was prevailed on 
by Patterſon to go to Juſtice Fielding's to ſwear it, 
as they had ſuppoſed he was the Author of his put- 
ting his Cauſe in other Hands ; but ſaid, when they 
came to Juſtice Helding's, there was a Perſon there 
that they did not like to ſee, ſo they went away 
without his Swearing any Thing againſt him the 
ſaid Miite at that Time. 

Mr. Prownſmith, being ſworn, - depoſed, that 
when he heard of Cather's being taken up on a 
Warrant, for a Conſpiracy againſt the Honourable 
Edward MWalpole, he went to him to an Officer's 
Houſe in Chancery Lane; and being formerly ac- 
quainted with him, they having lodged together at 
the Horſe and Groom in Maiden-Lane, near Covent- 
Garden, Cather aſked his Advice, what was beſt 
for him to do in his preſent Circumſtance ; that he 
told him his beſt Way would be to confeſs the 
Truth, which he ſaid he would readily do, if that 
would relieve him; that then he told him he could 
not expect to be relieved, till he firſt had confeſſed, 
and that then he would be entitled to ſome Cle- 
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mency from Mr. Walpole. He alſo adviſed him to 
write a Confeſſion, which Cather readily conſented 
to, and accordingly wrote an Account, in which 
he ſet forth, that what he had accuſed Mr. Tal- 
ole with, was entirely falſe and groundleſs, and 
that he was adviſed thereto by Cain and Pattern. 

This Confeſſion being produced, and read in 
Court, this Witneſs ſaid, that it was of Cather's 
writing, that he himſelf had witneſſed it, and that 
it was voluntarily done by Cather in his Preſence ; 
that Cather, in the ſame Houſe, and at the ſame 
Time, wrote a Letter to Mr. Walpole, begging 
Pardon for all he had done againſt him, and im- 
ploring Mercy. This Letter was read in Court 
alſo, and Mr. Brownſmi:h ſwore that Cather wrote 
it, and ſent it by him to Mr. Walpole. 

This Deponent further ſaid, that he was in H- 
min/ter-Hall the 5th Day of July 1750, in Com- 
pany with Cather, that being the Day Mr. Hal- 
poles Trial came on at the Proſecution of Cather ; 
that he adviſed Cather at that Time to appear to 
proſecute Mr. Walpole, if he had Juſtice on his 
Side, but that as ſoon as the Trial came on, Cather 
left the Hall, being afraid to appear, 

There were more Witneſſes ready to appear. to 
prove the Charge laid in the Indictment againſt the 
ſeveral Defendants, Alexander, Cather, and Cain; 
but the Council for the Proſecution here reſted their 
Proofs againſt thoſe three, and proceeded to call 
the following Perſons to ſupport the Charge againſt 
N:xon, the other Defendant... 

Mr. R:bert Bygrave was then called a ſecond 
Time and ſworn, when he produced a Note, which 
he ſaid he had from Mr. Adam Nixon, the Purport 
of which was, that if he intended to defend the 
Cauſe of Mr. Edward Waltole, wherein Cather was 
Proſecutor, any Notice he had Occaſion to ſerve 
in that Cauſe might be directed to him the ſaid. 

Vol. II. C N:x:ny 
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Nixon, at his Lodgings at Mrs. Palmer's, next Door 
to the Iren Gates, /arwick-Court, Helbourn, and 
ſuch Notice, ſo ſent, ſhould be deemed a ſufficient 
Service, by which he looked upon it, that Adam 
Nixon was concerned as a Solicitor in carrying on 
the Proſecution. in the Cauſe of John Cather againſt 
Mr. Walfole; that he often had ſeen Nixon during 
the Time that Proſecution was carrying on, and 
always looked upon Nixon to be concerned in ſoli- 
citing and carrying on the ſaid Proſecution, he 
never having ſaid any Thing to him to the Con- 
trary till Patter/on was taken up; after which 
Time he denied being concerned, 

Mr. Bygrave was aſked by the Council for Nixon, 
if he had ever ſerved any Notices on Nixon in that 
Cauſe ? He ſaid, Yes, he had ſent Notices to his 
Lodgings as directed by him; and that Nixon re- 
fuſed accepting them; but that it was after Patler- 
n was in Cuſtody. 

The Notice that Nixon had given to Mr, Hy- 
grave was now produced, and Mr, William Salt 
was called and ſworn, who proved it to be NI 
Hand- writing. 

Mr. Salt being aſked by Nixon's Council to his 
Character, ſaid, that he had formerly lived with 
him as a Clerk about eleven Months, at 12 5s. fer 
Week, and that he was honeſt then, and that he 
knew of no Diſhoneſty by him; but that he was 
not ſo regular as he ſhould have been to the Office 
Buſineſs. N 

Mr William Keate being ſworn, depoſed, that 
in the Week before April Seſſions was T welve- 
months, he had ſome Buſineſs at the Clerk of the 
Peace's Office in Lincoln's- Inn, where Adam Nixon 
was ſtanding at the Deſk, and giving Inſtructions 
for an Indictment againſt an anonimous Perſon, 
for an Aſſault with an Intent to commit Buggery 
that chere was another Perſon with Nixon * that 
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Time in the ſaid Office, whom he believed to be 
Cather 3 and being aſked if he knew Cather, he ſaid 
he did not at that Time, but had often ſeen him 
ſince, and believed Cather to be the ſame Perſon 
who was with Nixen at that Time. 

Mr. Keate being then aſked if he knew Nixon, 
he ſaid he did, and that he had often ſeen him at 
Hicks's- Hall and the O14-Bailey, when he lived 
with Mr. Salt. He was aſked alſo in what Cha- 
racter he appeared at thoſe Places. Mr. Kate {aid 
that he had the Appearance of a military Man 
that he wore his own Hair tied up, and that he be- 
lieved he had been in the Army. He was likewiſe 
aſked, how he knew that Bill of Indictment that 
he ſaw Nixon give Inſtructions for, was the ſame 
with that which was found againſt Mr. Lip? 
He ſaid that the Bill he ſaw Nixon giving Inttruc- 
tions for was for Buggery ; that Cather was menti- 
oned in it as the Proſecutor ; and that he ſoon after 
heard that Mr. //a/pole was indicted for that Crime, 
and that Cather was the Proſecutor named in that 
Indictment; therefore he concluded that that was 
the Bill, which he had ſeen Nix n giving Directions 
for, with the B'ank to be left for the Name. 

Anne Fauliner being ſworn, depoſed, that at the 
Time Patter/5n broke out of Clerkenw-ll- Bridewell, 
he came to her Room, and continued there for 
ſome Time. Being aſked how long, ſhe ſaid for 
two or three Weeks. She was then aſked, whether 
he was there in a concealed or public Manner ? She 
laid in a private Manner. Being aſked who beſides 
herſelf knew of his being there, ſhe ſaid, the Ne- 
fendant Nixon, and that he uſed to come to Pat- 
terſon to her Room; and that at one Time, when 
there, he gave Patterſon a Guinea; that the ſaid 
Nixen charged her not to let any Body know that 
Patterſon was there; for if through her Patterſen 
was diſcovered, ſhe ſhould be very ill treated; 
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that Mr. Nixen at other Times collected Money 
for Patterſan, and that he the ſaid Nixon had ſent 
Patterſon forty Shillings more, which he the ſaid 
Nixon told he- he had collected for Patterſon. 

The Council for the Proſecution having done 
with this Witneſs, ſhe was aſked by Nixon's Coun- 
cil, if ſhe knew one Mr. OR., and if ſhe had 
ever lived with him; to which ſhe replied, that 
he had the Misfortune to be acquainted with him, 
and had lived with him two or three Days. 

Mr. Alexander's Council called Mr. Bennet, Mr. 
Norten, Mr. Sloper, and Mr. Crenwall, Attornies, 
to his Character, who all gave him a very good 


one. 
Then the Council for Men called the following 


Perſons to his Character. + 
Mr. Gilbert Douglaſs called and ſworn. 
Council. Mr. Douglaſs, what are you? : 
Dcuglaſs. I am a Solicitor at the Houſe of Com- 


mons. 
Council. How long have you known the Defen- 


dant Adam Nixon? 

Dc:uglaſs. I have known Mr. Mixen four or five 
Years ; he has been my Clerk ſome Times when 
1 had Occaſion for an extraordinary Hand in my 
Buſineſs; I have employed Mr. Nixon, who al- 
ways diſcharged his Duty honeſtly in every Reſpect, 
and I always eſteemed him as a very honeſt young 
Man, nor do I believe he would be guilty of ſo 
black a Crime as laid now to his Charge. 

Mr. Joſeph Grove being ſworn, ſaid, that he 
had known Mir. Mon for five or ſix Years ; that 
he had ſerved him as a Clerk at different Times, 
particularly ten or eleven Months at one Time; 
and he was faithful, careful, and honeſt, and that 
he never looked upon him to be a Perſon that 
would be guilty of an infamous and diſhonourable 


Act. Mr. Greve farther ſaid, that he had fo great 
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imagined that Mr. Nixen had been concerned in ſo 
black a Cauſe, or capable of being a Conſpirator, 
he ſhould not have appeared for him; and that he 
yerily believed he would not be guilty of doing a 
diſhoneſt Act. 

Mr. Rayner being ſworn, confirmed Mr. Grove's f 
Evidence, as to Mæon's living with him as his Clerk. 

Mr. Kzene being ſworn, ſaid, he had known Mr. 
Nixon three or four Years ; that he behaved always 
well, as became a Gentleman, and that he never 
knew, or heard of any diſhoneſt or diſnonourable 
Act by him. 

Mr. John Sherwood was alſo called, who gave 
Mr. Vixen the Character of an honeſt Man; and 
ſaid, he never heard him charged with any Thing 
bad before this Affair. 

Mr. Stzwe and Mr. Benny, who were of Coun- 
ſe! for the Defendant Alexander, obſerved in gene- 
ral, that he could not be guilty of this Offence, it 
not appearing he was ever in Company with any 
of the other Defendants, or knew them; and 
took Notice of a Miſtake in the ſecond Count of 
the Indictment, in the Name of Cather, as it was 
ſpelt there Ceather, and in all the other Parts of 
the Record Cather, therefore the Dzfendant ought 
to be acquitted of the Indictment. But this was 
over-ruled by the Court, who informed them, that 
it was proper to be inſiſted on another Day. 

Mr, Clayton and Mr, Whitaker, who were Coun- 
ſe] for the Defendant Nixen, ſubmitted to the Court 
whether he did not appear innocent, zs to the 
Charge againſt him; and ſaid he mult be ſo deem- 
ed, both in the Eye of the Law, as well as the 
whole World, it not in the leaſt appearing thar 
Mr. N:xon had ever been concerned with the other 
Defendants, or that he was ever at any of their 
Meetings ; that it did not appear in Evidence that 
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ever he was acquainted with any of the Defendant, 
Tor that he ever applied to Mr. olpole, or attend. 
ed him upon any Occaſion whatſoever ; that Mr, 
Falpcle had declared he knew him not; that 
none of the Witneſſes for the Proſecution ever at- 
tempted to ſay they knew Nixon, but that he was 
an entire Stranger to them, and that none of 
the Witneſſes ſpoke any Thing to affect him, but 
Mr. Bygrade, Mr. Keate, and Anne Faulkrer, whoſe 
Evidences they thought were not ſufficient to con- 
vict the Defendant of this Conſpiracy. 

The Council for the Proſecution, by Way of 
Reply, ſaid, that as to Caiher, Cain, and Alexander, 
they believed the Court had no Doubt of their be- 
ing Guilty of the Conſpiracy, as Cathy had con- 
teſſed it both by his Confeſſion, when in the Offi- 
cer's Houſe, as well as by his Letters from the Pri- 
fon to Mr. /Yalpcle; and that Cain had confeſied 
to Mr. Worſdale the Conſpiracy, and allo that it 
was of his own Invention ; his being in Company 
with Cather when they promiſed //hite a Dividend 
of the Money they expected to get from Mr, 
IValtel:, ſhewed, beyond all Doubt, that he was 
concerned and aſſiſted in the Conſpiracy ; and 
though the Plot was laid by Patterſin, Cain, and 
others, yet as Alexander was the Perſon to put it 
in Execution, he muſt be a Party in the fame, 
though not proved to be in their Company, and 
it was evident he was one of the chief Managers of 
it by his Letters. 

They likewiſe took Notice, that Alexander, in 
his Letters to Mr. Walpole, wanted Preferment, 
and they now thought he was in a very fair Way 
of getting it: That his owning Patterſon's inditing 
the Letter, and his ſaying that Patterſon had Con- 
verſation with him about getting ſome Money from 
Mr. Halpol:, was ſufficient to convict him of be- 
ing one of the chief of the Conſpirators. As to 
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Nixon, they ſaid they had a few Words to ſay to 
him, which they hoped Nixon and his Council did 
not think they had forgot; which were, that if 
appeared on Evidence very plain, that Nix;n was 
at the Clerk of the Peace's Office, giving Inſtruc- 
tions for a Bill of Indiament, with a Blank left 
for the Name, which was not uſual, and was ne- 
yer done without ſome bad Intention; that Nixen 
had ſuccoured Patterſen whilſt at Faulkner's Room, 
a'ter his Eſcape from Bridervell; and alſo threatned 
the Woman if ſhe ſhould diſcover his being there; 
that he had given Notice to Mr. Bygrave, as Soli— 
citor in the Cauſe ; all which Tranſactions were the 
ſtrongeſt Circumſtances of his being concerned in 
the Conſpiracy ; however he would ſubmit it to the 
Court and the Jury, if they thought theſe Circumſtan- 
ces, and what they had heard alledged againſt him, 
were not ſufficient to find him guilty of the Crime. 
The Judge having ſummed up the Evidence, 
and read over all the Letters and other Papers that 
were produced in the Behalf of the Proſecution, 
and remarked to the Jury the Danger of letting 
ſuch Crimes go unpuniſhed ; as alſo every Particu- 
lar that appeared on the Evidence, and how far ic 
affe ted each of the Parties indicted, with this Ob- 
{crvation, that though Proof were not fo plain or 


home againſt Nixen, as againſt the other Defen- 


dants, yet it appeared to his Lordſhip, that he was 
concerned in that Conſpiracy from the Beginning. 
Whereupon the Jury conſulted together ; and be- 


ing agreed in their Verdict, they found them all. 


Four guilty of the Indictment. 


Having given our Readers this remarkable TRI 
AL, we now proceed in the Narration of ſome 
other Crimes more wicked than has appeared in 
the Courſe of the Trial, being ſuch Things as 
could not be brought out by the Evidence ; as Pot- 

C4 terſen, 


* K 8 * 4 — * 2 oy 
os eo uo GO Ot e CN LC—_ . 
8 N * — . 1 8 2 — 1 8 S . _ 
* a+ wah x r I 2 


- _ I - - 0 
— - -- — — 


— La 


- — 


1 
— — —̃ — 02 — 


—. 


32 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Sa 


zerſon, to whom they chiefly related, was not tried, 
he having made his Eſcape out of Cuſtody, 

It will be proper to obſerve here, that Waller 
Pattirſan, who was the firſt Adviſer, with Patrick 
Cain, in this wicked Scene, finding that Mr. Val. 
pole ſtood out, and would not came down, as he 
termed it, he communicated a Scheme he then had 
Juſt freſh in his fruitful Brain for Villainy, to one 
Milliam Smith, ſince executed at Tyburn for Forgery, 

Patterſon informs Mr. Smith, that he had got a 
Scheme to propoſe, by which he and Patterſin might 
get ſome Money out of Mr. Malpole, but that it 
mult be executed by Smith, as Mr. //alpole knew 
him. Sith deſiring him to explain, he propoſed, 
that they ſhould get a Bond, and fill it up, payable 
to one Gecrge Sandays, from Malter Patterſon for 1501. 
and put any fictitious Names as ſubſcribing Witneſ— 
ſes thereto ; that then Sm 7b ſhould go to Mr. Wal- 
pol:, and inveigh againſt Patterſon, as being a forry 
Fellow, and that he owed him 1501. and if Mr. Hal. 
pile would give Mr. Smith a Sum of Money for the 
Bond, he ſhould aſſign it over to Mr. Valpole, ard 
then he might put the ſame in Suit againſt Patte. 

This was no ſooner propoſed to Mr. Smith, than 
approved of, and the Bond was immediately made 
and, according to Patterſen's Diteftions, was dated 
three Months before he came from 7reland. 

The 5th of June, Smith ſets out in a one 
Horſe Chair for Mr. J/4/p:{e's Country-houſe at 
Frogmore, near Mindſor. It happened to be a Day 
that Mr. J7alpo/e's Servants were all out, except 
his own Man that attended on him. Smith alight- 
ed from his Chair near Mr. J/alpol:'s Houſe, and 
went to the Door, and enquired if Mr. J/alpolz 
was at Home, the Servant informing him that he 
was, Smith deſired to ſpeak with him. Mr. Wal- 

pole, not willing to admit a Stranger into his Com- 
pany, alone, as the wicked Conſpiracy of _ 
an 
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and his Gang was on Foot, ſent out to know his 
Buſineſs, when Smith ſent him in Word, that it 
was a Matter of Moment which nearly related ta 
Mr. Walpole ; whereupon Mr. Walpole ordered his 
Servant to let him come in, and told him to ſtay in 
the Room. As ſoon as Mr. Smith was admitted, 
he told Mr. Walpale, that he was informed, that 
there was a molt dangerous and wicked Proſecution 
then carrying on againſt him, and that one Walter 
Patterſon owed him 150 J. beſides Intereſt, on a 
Bond; which, if Mr. /Yalpele pleaſed, he would 
aſſign over, on Condition Mr. //alpele would let 
him have a Sum of Money, as he had at preſent a 
prefling Occaſion. And alſo added, that as Pat- 
t:rſon was but poor, if Mr. Walpole put the Bond 
in Suit againſt Patterſon, it would incvitably diſable 
Patterſon from proſecuting the Cauſe of Cather, or 
at leaſt of being able to get Bail for ſo large a Sum, 
and therefore muſt lie in Gaol. 

Mr. Walpole, on hearing this, imagining it ſome 
Trick, and that this Fellow was one of the Villains 
concerned in Cather's Conſpiracy, immediately col- 
lared him, and ordered his Man to lock them both 
up in the Houſe, and call a Conſtable. Such Re- 
ſolution might have had fatal Effects, for it is rea- 


ſonable to imagine a Man who came upon ſo deſ-, 


perate an Affair might have had Fire-arms con- 
cealed; but happily for Mr. Walpele he had no 
Weapon but a Whip, which was very heavy in 
the Handle, with which he endeavoured to knock 


Mr. Walpole down: However, Mr. Walpole got 


hold of a large Stick that ſtood in the Entry, and 
felled Smith down; and he getting up again, was 
running to his Chair, but Mr. Valfole felled him 
a ſecond Time, and then Mr, Halpole's Servant 
and Aſſiſtance came, and he was ſecured and car- 

tied be fore the Mayor of Mindſor. 
On his Examination, being aſked what he was, 
9 he 
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he ſaid a Gentleman, and that his Name was GCerge 
Sandys, (the Bond being in that Name) and that he 


lived with his Father Kichard Sandys, Eſq; at An- 


dover, in Hamſſb re. He was then aſked who liv- 
ed in the Town of Andover ; he made Excuſe that 
he did not particularly know: And being aſked 
whether it was a Corporation or not, and if it ſent 
any Members to Parliament, and if it did, who they 
were, and many other ſuch intereſting Queſtions ; 
to all which he could give no ſatisfactory Anſwer, up- 
on which he was ordered to be detained in Cuſtody 
till Enquiry could be made, for further Examination, 

It was ſoon known that there was no ſuch Per- 
fon as Richard Sandys, Eſq; at Andover, nor any 
ſuch as one George Sardys, either there or in that 
Country, and then he was committed to Reading 
G , for publiſhing a forged Bond, in order to ex- 
tort Money from Mr. //alpele. 

Mr. Smith being, ſoon after his Commitment, 
charged with another Forgery, he was removed b 
Hlabeas Corpus to Lenden, where he made his Exit 
juſtly at T; burn, 

But now, to return to Patterſon, Mr, Wa!'pole 
coming to Londen, and informing Mr. Hor ſdale, 
and the other Perſons who were concerned for him 
in ſifting into the Bottom of the Con'piracy, Mr. 
I/or/dale (who then went under the Denomination 
of Counſellor Zohnjor, and who was, as has al- 
ready appeared in the Courſe of the Trial, ac- 
quainted with Patterſon). goes forthwith to Patter- 


fn, under Pretence of conſulting how to prepare 


for carrying on Cather's Proſecution againſt Mi. 
IValpile; when, as ſoon as Pattern ſaw him, he 


told the ſuppoſed Counſellor, that an unhappy 
Accident had happened, which, he was afraid, 
would fruſtrate all their Scheme. Upon this, Mr, 
Ilarſdale began to ſwear, and ſay, that if they 
went on without conſulting him in every Thing, 
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he would have nothing to do farther in the Affair; 
but Patterſon begged of him to be patient, and pro- 
miſed he would, for the future, not ſtir one Step 
without his Aſſiſtance and Advice. 

Mr. MWorſdale then ſeeming a little pacified, aſked 
him, what Miſchance it was that had happened ; 
when he, Patlerſon, informed him of the Affair of 
Mr. Smith, and the forged Bond, in the Manner 
as is before related. Then Mr. Vorſdale aſking 
him, what he intended, or expected from the Bond ? 
Why, ſays Patter/on, the Bond was dated three 
Months before I came to England, and there was 
no ſuch Perſon as George Sandys, to whom it was 
made payable at the Place Smith was to ſay he 
lived ; nor any ſuch Perſons to be found as were 
the ſubſcribing Witneſſes; therefore, if Mr. Hal- 
pole had ſwallowed the Bait, and brought an Ac- 
tion againſt me for the Bond, I ſhould have proved, 
dy undoubted Witneſſes, that I was in /rel1nd 
when the Bond was dated, and that it was not m 
Hand writing; and he not being able to produce 
the Perſon he had the Bond from, Smith being to 
have gone abroad in a few Days after, 1 ſhould 
have had my Advantage upon him for publiſhing 
a forged Bond, by which Means he mult have 
come down to me to have ſtifled the Affair, leſt the 
World ſhould think him guilty of both Crimes. 

Mr. //:r/dale, after hearing this, adjourned, 
and appointed another Meeting, to conſult what 
ſhould be done toextricate S/ out of his Counfine- 
ment; he then went to Mr. // alpole, and told him 
how the villainous Scheme was l:id; on which 
they applied to Juſtice Fielding, who granted a 

Varrant againſt Pater/cn, on the Oaths of Mr, 
John Sherwood, and Mr. Fames Worſdal: z and on 
the 14th of the ſame Month of June, 1750, Pat- 
terſon was 0 Gardens, 

as 


36 Cather, Patterſon, Nixon, Ec. 


as is related in the Trial, and committed to Cley- 
kenwel! Bridwell, as a Rogue and a Vagabond. 
Mr. Pa'terſon being in Cuſtody, gave a terrible 
Shock to the whole Gang. His Behaviour in Goal 
was very much of the Gentleman, notwithſtand. 
ing his Commitment was upon the Vagrant Ad; 
and he had a Room in the Keeper's Apartments, 
where a great many of his Countrymen came to 
ſee him. Here he continued without any Thing 
material happening, till the next Seffion was held 
at Hi:k;'s-Hall, when he was brought up to that 
Court; the Particulars of what paſſed there will 
beſt appear from the following Order, then and 


there made, 


Middleſex, 4 T the General Quarter Seſſion of 
to wit, 5 the Peace of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, begun and holden for the County of 
Middleſex, at Hicks's-Hall, ia St. John's-Street, 
in the County aforeſaid, on Monday, the Ninth 
Day of July ; and aljo holden there by Adjourn- 
ment en Saturday, the 14th of the ſame Month of 
July, in the twenty-fourth Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Second, King of Great 
Britain, Sc. 


Heuſe of Correction. 


I Alter Patterſon being brought before this Court 

by the Keeper of the Houſe of Correction at 
Clerkenwell, in this Cuunty, on this 14th Day of 
Fly inſtant, he having been committed thither by 
H. Fielding, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 
the Peace fir the ſaid County, on the Oaths of 
John Sherwood and James Iarſdale, for being a 
Rogue and a Vagabond, uling a certain ſubtle 
Craft to dexeive and impoſe upon one of his Ma- 


3 jelty's 
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jeſty's Subjects, to wit, Edward Walpole, Eſq; and 
cunningly deviſing to charge him with having com- 
mitted the Crime of Forgery, Now, upon hearing 
what was alledged by Council for the ſaid Edward 
IValpale, Eſq; (the ſaid Walter Patterſon being now 
preſent in Court) it was alledged that the ſaid Val. 
ter Patterſon was, and is, a very wicked and infa- 
mous Perſon; and had not only accuſed the ſaid 
Edward Walpole, of having attempted to commit 
a deteſtable Crime, not fit to be named amongſt 
Chriſtians, of which the ſaid Edward Walpole was, 
by a Jury of the Country, acquitted ; but had alſo 
a Delign to charge him with the felonious Crime 
of Forgery, in order to take away his Life. And 
it was farther alledged, and appeareth to this Court, 
by the Examination of the ſaid Malter Patterſon, 
taken upon his Oath, that he was born at the Pariſh 
of Kilmacrannin, in the County of Donnegal, in 
the Kingdom of Ireland, and that he hath not ob- 
tained any legal Settlement in England ; and that 
upon the Examinations of ſeveral other Perſons up- 
on Oath, this Court is of Opinion, that the ſaid 
alter Patterſon hath cunningly deviſed to charge 
the ſaid Edward I/alpole with having forged a Writ» 
ing, purporting to be a Writing obligatory, under 
the Hand and Seal of the ſaid 7/olter Palterſen, to 
a Perſon, calling himſelf George Sandys, for one 
Hundred and fifty Pounds; and that the ſaid A al- 
ter Patterſon, in ſo doing, hath uſed ſubtle Craft, 
to deceive and impoſe upon the ſaid Edward Mal- 
pole, being one of his Majeſty's Subjects. And 
this Court doth thereupon deem and adjudge the 
Pd Wulter Patterſon, (he not diſproving any of the 
Matters aforeſaid) a Rogue and a Vagabond, within 
the true Intent and Meaning of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, made in the ſeventeenth Year of the Reign 


of his preſent Majeſty, intitled, An A# to amend 
end make more e fetual the Laws relating to 3 
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and Vagabonds, and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, 
and to Houſes of Correction. Whereupon it ig 
conſidered and ordered by this Court, that the (aid 
Walter Patterſon be, and he is committed to the 
Houſe of Correction at Clerkenwell, in this County, 
there to be kept to hard Labour for the Term of 
fix Months, now next enſuing; and that within 
the firſt Month of the ſaid Term, he be ftripped 
naked from the Middle upwards, and publickly 
whipped at a Cart's Tail, until his Body be bloody, 
round Hanover-Square, between the Hours of Ten 
in the Forenoon and Twelve at Noon, on ſuch 
Day as the Sheriff of the ſaid County ſhall ap- 
point within the ſaid firſt Month; and that be- 
fore the End of two Months next enſuing the 
End of the ſaid one Month, the ſaid Valter Pat- 
terſon be alſo ſtripped naked, from the Middle 
upwards, and publickly whipped at a Cart's Tail 
until his Body be bloody, the Length of a public 
Street, called the Pall Mall, between the ſame 
Hours, on ſuch a Day as the Sheriff ſhall appoint, 
before the End of the ſaid two Months; and that 
before the End of two Months then next enſuing, 
the ſaid Walter Patterſon be alſo again ſtripped na- 
ked from the Middle upwards, and publickly whip- 
ped at a Cart's Tail until his Body be bloody, 
round Covent Garden Market, between the ſame 
Hours, on ſuch Day as the Sheriff ſhall appoint, 
before the End of the ſaid laſt two Months. And 
it is further ordered by this Court, that the 
Keeper of the faid Houſe of Correction, do at the 
Seſſions of the Peace, to be holden for this County 
next before the End of the ſaid fix Months, bring 
the ſaid Walter Patterſon before his Majeſty's Jut- 
tices of the Peace of tnis County to be there aſ- 
ſembled, in order to be paſſed and conveyed to the 
Place of his legal Settlement. 


By the Court. WALLER. 
Tor 
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The following is the Method of his Eſcape, which be 
made from Bridewell, the 26th of the ſame M:nth. 


He having obſerved a Ladder in the Kitchen of 
the Keeper's Houſe, he procured a New Rope, by 
what Means is not known, and let himſelf down 
out of the Chamber-Window into the Priſon-yard ; 
and taking a Pane of Glaſs out of the Kitchen- 
Window, got his Hand in, and turned the Haſp, 
and then opened the Window, and got into the 
Ki:chen where the Ladder was, and got it out 
through the ſame Window, into the Yard, by the 
He'p of which he got over the Wall, into a little 
Garden, which is walled round, and within the 
Walls of the Priſon. 

After he had got into the Garden, he tied one 
End of the Rope to the Corner-poſt of a Shed that 
ſtands in the Middle of the Garden, and flung the 
other End over the Wall of the Priſon, which is. 
eighteen Feet high; then finding his Ladder too 
ſhort to reach the Top of the Wall, he got Flower- 
pots, of which he made a kind of Structure or 
Heap, ſo fixed the Ladder on the Top of them, 
by which Means he aſcended to the Top of the 
Wall, and by the Rope, let himſelf down into the 
Yard of the Quaker's Work houſe: Yet he was 
P:!] incloſed by Houſes and ſtrong Walls, fo that 
he could not get farther; but it being the Night, 
the Cloaths of the Poor in that Workhouſe were 
waſhing ; about thirteen Women were then there 
at Work, one of which had Occaſion to go into 
the Yard, where ſhe eſpied him, and called to ſome 
others of them, ſaying, Here is a Man in the Yard ; 


Patterſon then ſpoke to the Woman, and begged 


ſhe would not make any Noiſe. The Woman 
aſked how he came there, the Gate and Doors be- 
ing faſt ; when he told her, he had been drunk, and 

fallea 


4 


| he being afleep ; ſo that he had been there all Night; 
and then he went in with her to the Apartment, 
' where they were at their Work, and fat down, 


. faid, he had broke out of Bridewell, and ſhe would 


into the Street, for which Piece of Civility he gave 
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fallen aſleep under the Gateway ; that he ſuppoſed 
the Perſon who locked the Gate did not ſee him, 


After he had ſat a little while, one of the Women 


call Nathan their Porter. He defired ſhe would 
not, that he would ſtay. with them till it was Day; 
and ſeemed to be ſurpriſed when ſhe ſpoke of Bride. 
well, ſaying, he did not know where Pridewell 
was, and aſked, if it was there, pointing the con- 
trary Way. They aſked, how he came to get fo 
drunk, as not to know where he was? He told 
them, he was newly married, and that being out, 
he unexpectedly met with ſome Acquaintance who 
had detained him, and obliged him to drink too 
much; that he attempted to go home to Covent- 
Garden, vand had loſt his Way; but what gave 
him moſt Concern was, the Uneaſineſs his Wiſe 
would be in for his Abſence, which he greatly feared 
would frighten her, However, he would ſtay till 
Day- light, and deſired they would let him fit till 
then, which was above two Hours, One of the 
Women, being concerned for the Trouble this 
new-married Wife muſt be in, as ſhe ſuppoſed, 
adviſed him to go home directly, ſaying that per- 
haps his Wife fat up for him; he ſaid, he did not 
doubt but ſhe did; but that he would not give his 
Wife any Uneaſineſs for the future, for he never 
would ſtay out again; and then enquired what Part 
of the Town he was then in; they then informed 
him where he was, and if his Wife pleaſed to call 
there, ſhe ſhould be informed of the Truth of this 
Accident; and one of them went to the Porter Na- 
than, who was then in Bed, and got the Key, un- 
der Pretence of going for ſome Drink, fo let him 


her 
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her Half a Crown. The Woman refuſed taking 
ſo much, ſaying, that ſhe required only a ſmall] Mat- 
ter to buy a Dram; but he inſiſted that ſhe ſhould 
take it, ſaying, that he had no ſmaller Change 
about him. 

After this Eſcape, he went to the Lodgings of 
one Faulkner, where he was for ſome Time ſe- 
creted, during which Time, Mr. Wallbanł ſpared 
no Pains in ſearching after him, both by going per- 
ſonally in Queſt of him, and offering a large Re- 
ward by Advertiſement. 

Patterſ;n having ſome Cloaths in Pawn, Anne 
Faulkner, Wife of the Perſon before named, was 
ſent to redeem them, The Pawn-broker knowing 
thoſe Cloaths to be the Property of Patterſon, he ſent 
to ſee where the Woman went, and by that Means 
found where Faulkner lodged ; and ſuppoſing that 
Patt:rſon was there, ſent to Mr. JYallzank to inform 
in thereof, who came that Nigh with proper Aſ- 
ſeſtants, but found only Fauliner and his Wife in 
Led; however, he took them both with him, they 
reſuſing to tell him any thing about Patterſon, and 
the next Day carried them before Juſtice Fielding, 
who committed them both to B idetwell, where 
Faulkner ſoon after wes taken ill, and the Seſſions 
coming on at Hicks's- Hall, the Wife, Anne Far lt- 
ner, was diſcharged; and he referred to Juſtice 
Filling, who remitted him back to Bridew:ll, 
where he continued fo ill, that his Life was de- 
ſpaired of; though it was certainly known that he 
was one concerned in the Conſpiracy againſt Mr. 
Ilalpcle, yet he was releaſed from his Confinement, 
and ſoon after died, | 

There was another of this wicked Gang, namely 
Denniſon, who died raving mad; Smith was hanged, 
and Patterſon ran away. 

Mr. Walpole having now, through the Activity 
of Mr, Worſdale, and the other Perſons he had em- 

ployed, 
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ployed, come at the Bottom of the whole Affair, 
(not only as to the Attempt of the Aſſault on Ca- 
ther, but of the Intention to draw him in to be the 
Publiſher of a forged Bond) obtained the Lord 
Chief-Juſtice's Warrant againſt ohn Cather, Pa. 
trick Cain, otherwiſe Kane, David Alexander, and 
Adam Nixon. 

Cather was taken at the Vine- Tavern, in Long- 
Acre, (being decoyed there by his old Friend and 
Acquaintance Mr. Andrew White) by Mr, Richard 
El/ton, one of the Judge's Tipſtaffs, and after be- 
ing kept ſome Time at an Officer's Houſe in Chan- 
cery-Lane, was committed to the King's- Bench Pri- 
ſon, where he ſtil] remains. Cain was taken in 
Southwark, coming out of the King's-Pench Priſon, 
and brought over the Water, and carried belore 
Juſtice Fielding, who committed him to the Cate- 
Houſe, where he ſtill remains. Men being taken 
at the Mitre in Chancery-Lane, was, aſter ſome 
Days Confinement, admitted to Bail, himſelf in a 
Recognizance of 400 l. and two Sureties of 200, 
each; upon which Bail he is ſtill at Ligerty. And 
Alexander bearing the Warrant was out azainſt 
him, gave Notice of Bail, and accordingly ente:ed 
into a Recognizance, the ſame as Mr, Nixon's; 
but his Bail ſurrendering him in Court the Day of 
Trial, the Court committed him to the King's-Bench 
Priſon, where he once more had an Opportunity 


of conſulting his old particular Friend Cather, 


John Carr, who was lately executed at Tyburn 


for Forgery, was very ſtrongly ſuſpected of being 


one of the Gang; but as he never had appeared 
publickly in the Affair, we cannot ſay any Thing 
particularly of him. 

Patterſon, ſince his Eſcape from Bridewell, was 
apprehended in Dublin, and committed to New- 
gate there; but before Intelligence could reach here, 
and a Perſon get there to charge him as the of 

tica 
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tical Man, he was diſcharged, and ſo eſcaped again 
the Hand of Juſtice for a Time. 

Before I conclude this Account, I cannot help 
informing the Public of another Piece of Iniquity, 
which we aſſure them is Truth, intended by Cather, 
Cain, Faulkner, Denniſon, Patterſon, and ſome 
others of them, and which they informed Mr, 
I/orſdale of, when he was Counſellor Johnſen; and 
that was, that when they had ſucceeded to get Mo- 
ney out of Mr. Walpele, they would go upon the 
ſame Lay, as they termed it, with the old Doctors 
of Phyſic, Surgeons, and Men Mid-wives. 

The next Term, the ſeveral Perſons convicted 
were brought into the Court of King's-Bench, to re- 
ccive Judginent of the Court, 


The Lives of Capt. Cranſtoun and Miſs 
Mary Blandy, | 


APTAIN Viliam Henry Cran/loun was 

born of a noble Family in Scotland, illuſtrious, 
as well for its Antiquity, as the many brave and 
great Men it has produced; the paternal Eſtate, 
however, is not very large; and, as the Captain 
was but a younger Son, the Fortune which was 
Jeft him was no more than 1500 J. the Intereſt 


of which, at 5 per Cent, was his whole Subſiſt- 


ence, which was paid him by his eldeſt Brother 
in whoſe Hands the Principal was veſted. This 
was but a poor Proviſion for the Son of a Noble- 
man, to maintain the Honour of his Rank, or to 
procure him thoſe Pleaſures and Amuſements, which 
tkoſe of elevated Birth imagine they have a 775 
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Right to. To keep him out of this narrow Situa- 
tion, and a little to enlarge his ſtreightened Cir. 
cumſtances, his Friends got him a Commiſſion in 
the Army. But the Captain being intoxicated 
with the high Notions of his Nobility, could not 
confine his Expences to his Income; but an Affec- 
tation of a Politeneſs of Taſte in all the faſhion- 
able Diverſions, reduced him to ſuch Straits and 
Difficulties, as often put him upon unwarrantable 
Means to remedy. 

As a Relief for his urgent Neceſſities, and to 
diſengage him from ſome Incumbrances that lay 
pretty hard upon him, he thought the Way would 
be to marry a Woman of Fortune. Accordinęly, 


he found out one to his liking, whoſe Fortune, 


though not great, yet was as large as he could 
reaſonably expect, conſidering the ſmall Jointure 
he could ſettle her in, and that he had but little 
more than his Commiſſion to maintain him and his 
Family. This, however, relieved his preſent Exi- 
gencies; and, had he been Maſter of a tolerable 
Ciconomy, his own Income, now increaſed by 
his Lady's Fortune, would have been a pretty Pro- 
viſion. But as Frugality was not his Talent, we 
ſhall foon ſee to what tertible Dilemmas his Pro- 
fuſton reduced him. | 

In the Year 1746, the Regiment he belonged 
to, having ſuffered pretty much in the late Rebel- 
lion, his Colonel ſent him a Recruiting into Ox- 


ford/hire, Coming to Henley n Thames, he paid 


a viſit to Bord Mark Ker, his Uncle, who was 
then ſettled in that Neighbourhood, It happened 
that Miſs Mary Blandy was there on a Viſit at the 
ſame Time, who the Captain before had heard 
was a great Fortune. Here theit Acquaintance 


commenced, and from that Hour he began to 


ſcheme out Meaſures to get Poſſeſſion both of her 


and her Fortune, But before I enter into a * 
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of the Particulars of Mr. Cranſtoun's Conduct, in 
his Addreſſes to this Lady, it will be neceſſary to 

ive ſome Account of the Lady herſelf, and of her 
f ather, who, together, furniſh out a very melancho- 
ly Story; and without the Knowledge of which, 
a Narrative of the Captain's Life would be very im- 
perfect. 


Miſs Mary Blandy was, at that Time, about 21 
Years of Age, only Daughter of Mr. Francis Blan- 
dy, Attorney at Law, and Town-Clerk of Henley 
in Oxſordſbire, who married the Daughter of Mr, 
Serjeant Stephens. 

As they had no Fruits of their Marriage but this 
Daughter, they were extremely fond of her; and 
therefore made it their whole Study to furniſh her 
with the beſt Accompliſhments that adorn her Sex, 
With this View, her Mother, who was perfectly 
qualified for ſuch a Taſk, undertook to educate her 
at Home; and not only took care to inſttuct her 
in thoſe Rudiments of Knowledge which were ne- 
ceſſary for one of her Rank, but likewiſe inſtilled 
into her the Principles of Religion and Piety. 

The Seeds of Virtue being thus early planted, 
and in an excellent Soil, quickly matured into moſt 
delightful Fruit; and Miſs ſoon diſcovered a happy 
Genius in imbibing and improving the Documents 
given her by her Mother. As to her Temper, ſhe 
was ſprightly, affable, and obliging ; and, with re- 
ſpect to her Perſon, though ſhe could not be rea- 
koned a Beauty, yet was agreeable, and her Con- 
verſation polite and engaging. Her Duty to her 
Parents was recompenced with an equal Tender- 
neſs from them ; and her Behaviour to her Supe- 
riours, reverential and reſpectful; with her Equals 
ſhe was free and candid, and to her Inferiors cour- 
t-ous. In the Intervals cf other Affairs, ſhe ſpent 
her Time in reading, and had ſo happy a Me- 

mory, 
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mory, that whatever ſhe read ſhe retained, Her 
Elocution was remarkable, free and eaſy, and her 
Action juſt and natural. And, to ſay all in one 
Word, her Knowledge and Capacity were ſcarce 
equalled by any of her Sex; and as ſhe had a Trea- 
ſure of the fineſt Sentiments, ſo ſhe knew how to 
deliver them with the moſt becoming Grace, 

With regard to Mr. Bandy her Father, he lived 
in great Reputation, his Buſineſs flouriſhing, and 
himſelf reſpected by People of the beſt Faſhion, 
Thus happily ſituated, he thought it a Policy to 
cheriſh the good Opinion the World entertained 
of him, and his opulent Circumſtances, in order 
that ſome Gentleman of Eſtate might ſeek his Al- 
liance by the Marriage of his Daughter, 

But be that as it will, the young Lady was 
cried up for a great Fortune, and conſequently 
drew a great Number of Admirers and V ifitants 
to her Father's Houſe. And, indeed, this, with- 
out any other Conſideration, had been enough to 


ſet her off for a celebrated Wit, and the Toaſt of 


all the Fops in the Town. But among all her 
Adorers, none were ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed as 
the Gentlemen of the. Army; and, indeed, Mr, 
Blandy himſelf was ſo delighted with the Conver- 
ſation of thoſe Officers, that he was never better 
pleaſed than when he entertained ſome of them 
at his Table. 

Miſs was naturally of a gay and coquetiſh Hu- 


mour, and had a great Propenſity to Intrigue; and 


her Evening Walks, private Appointments, and 
Familiarities with the military Gentlemen, occaſi- 
oned various Reports to the Prejudice of her Cha- 
racter. : 

It is eaſy to imagine, that, when ſhe was arriv- 
ed at Years of Maturity, ſhe had an Inclination 
to marry ; and that ſeveral Diſappointments ſhe had 
met with, by the Diſlike of her Father to the oy 

that 
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that had been made her, had pretty much ſoured 
her Temper, and, by Degrees, raiſed a Prejudice 
even againſt her Father himſelf, notwithſtandin 
the great Tenderneſs and Affection he expreſſed for 
her. Her Diſſatisfaction on this Account appeared 
plain enough, from her ſaying, That the old Gen- 
tleman did not uſe her well ; and that, when likely 
Offers wert made, he found Means to evade giving 
5 Conſent to her Marriage, becauſe he did not chuſe 
to give her à Fortune, 

But, among the numerous Train of Miſs Blan- 
dy's Admirers and Devotees, her more eſpecial Re- 
gards were reſerved for the Gentlemen of the Ar- 
my, among whom ſhe had a pretty large Acquaint- 
ance ; but, in particular, it was generally ſuppoſed 
ſhe was on the very Point of Marriage with one 
Captain D „ with whom ſhe frequently walk- 
ed in the Fields and Meadows about Henley, and 
was ſo fond of him on all Occaſions, that People 
did not ſcruple to ſay, notwithſtanding her Pro- 
teſtations to the ſtricteſt Virtue, ſhe was not capa- 
ble of denying him any Favour he ſhould aſk of 
her, But, whether- her Over-fondneſs created a 
Diſtaſte in the Captain, or whether he was called 
away from the Place, or that her Father would 
not give his Conſent, or whatever was the Reaſon, 
the Match was not concluded. Upon which Cap- 
tain Cranſtoun, whom we ſhall now bring again 
upon the Stage, reſolved to puſh his Fortune. 

Mr, Cranſloun was then about forty-ſix Years of 
Age; and, though of a mean Aſpect, yet was 
poſſeſſed of ſome Qualifications that generally take 
with the Fair Sex ; namely, a genteel Behaviour, 
Complaiſance, and polite Flattery : To which, 
if we add the Honour of being related to a Noble 
Family, there is no Wonder that either Mr. Blandy 
or his Daughter ſhould entertain and careſs him in 
an extraordinary Manner, PLD 


After 
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After the Captain's firſt accidental Interview 
with Miſs, at Lord Mark Ker's, being much de. 
Iighted with her Converſation, and much more 
ſo when he underſtood ſhe was a great Fortune, 
he ſoon found Means to infinuate himſelf into the 


Acquaintance of her Father, which it was not ver 


difficult to do, when a Man knew his weak Side 
which was, to be fond of Applauſe, with an Aﬀec. 
tation of Familiarity and Friendſhip with Men of 
Figure and Eminence, His uſual Apology for 
leaving his Company was, — * I am abſolutely 
< engaged to dine, or ſup — with my Lord —, 
or Sir John, or even with a Duke or a Prince; 
from whence he would inſinuate a Belief of his 
own Importance. 

Mr. Cranſtoun had ſeen enough of the World to 
know how to turn this Foible to his own Advan- 
tage. Accordingly he made frequent Viſits to Mr, 
Blandy's Family, where he never failed to make 
a Parade of his noble Birth and great Alliances; 
by which Means he gained ſo great a Share in 
the old Gentleman's * that he was never 
eaſy but when he enjoyed the Captain's Company ; 
& = at length became, as it were, one of the Fa- 
mily, lodged in his Houſe, and conſtantly fed at 
his Table. Nor was he unmindful of the grand 


Point in View, the gaining the Affections of the 


young Lady, for which he had all the Opportu- 
nities his Heart could wiſh, 

That he was a perfect Maſter of the Art of 
Courtſhip, is evident from hence, that he was 
capable of making an Impreſſion on the Heart of 
a Lady, who was remarkable for the Excellence of 
her Underſtanding, and who could not but ſee the 
deſpicable Figure her Lover made; diminutive in 


his Stature, disfigured with the Small-pox to ſuch 


a Degree, that his Face appeared in Seams, blear- 


eyed, and of a very mean Aſpect, Yet, notwith- 
{ſtanding 
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landing theſe Diſadvantages, he was able to ſur- 
mount them all, and to gain an abſolute Poſſeſſion 
of the Lady's Heart, 

The Captain, perceiving he had made no ſmall 
Progreſs in her good Opinion, took an Advantage 
of a Declaration ſhe herſelf made, in a Converſa- 
tion they had upon the Topic of Love. For ſhe 
told him of an advantageous Match that had 
© been propoſed to her, but was afraid the Gentle- 
© man was not formed to make her happy.“ Cran- 
Haun inſtantly turned this into an Argument to re- 
commend himſelf to her kind Regard; and very 
naturally aſks her, Whether ſhe did not prefer 
© mutual Love to the Grandeur of Life? And 
her Anſwer (ſtill more unguarded than her Decla- 
ration) * That ſhe preferred the Man ſhe loved and 
© eſteemed above all others, gave him a fair Op- 
2 to make a free undiſguiſed Offer of his 
ove, 

But, in order ta convince her of his Sincerity, 
and to prevent her Surpriſe from any Intelligence 
ihe might afterwards receive, and to obviate all 
Difficulties that might ariſe from thence, he intro- 
duces his Propoſal by informing her, that he had a 
very intricate Affair then depending in Scotland, 
which was no leſs than a Charge of being married 
to another Woman, the Validity of which was to 
be tried in a Court of Judicature; and, ſo confi- 
dent was he of the Share he already had in her Af- 
ſections, that he very mode/tly aſked her, If he loved 
him well enough to flay till this Affair was deter- 
mined ® Her Condeſcenſion, in the Reply ſhe made, 
was as remarkable as the Captain's Madęſiy in the 
Queſtion ; 1f my Pappa and Mamma would approve 
of my laying for you, I readily conſent thereto, This, 
it muſt be confeſſed, was an extraordinary Kind 
of Courtſhip; and, I believe, the Captain is the. 
tirſt Man that ever told a Lady, whom he addreſſ- 
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ed for a Wife, that he was already under ſuch 
nuptial Engagements, as could not be diſſolved but 
by due Courſe of Law; the Iſſue of which he him- 
ſelf was very doubtful of, ſince, by the Laws of 
Scotland, Cohabitation effectually eſtabliſhes a Mar- 
Triage. 

This Courtſhip, however, was not managed ſo 
ſecretly, but it came to the Ear of Lord Mark Ker, 
the Captain's Uncle ; who was no ſooner apprized 
of it, than he immediately informed Mr. Blandy, 
in order that he might take Meaſures to preſerve 
the Honour of his' Family, and his Daughter from 
Ruin; for that Mr. Cran/toun had then a Wife and 
Children in Scotland, 

Mr. Blandy was greatly alarmed, and inſtantly 
acquainted his Daughter with it, and likewiſe the 
Captain; ſhe was not at all ſurprized at the News, 
being before prepared for it; and as to the Cap- 
tain, he put on a good Aſſurance, declared that it 
was no more than a little Scene of Gallantry ; that 
he had entered into an idle Contract with a Girl 
in Scotland, but that he was never legally married; 
that he was able to ſet it aſide without the leaſt 
Difficulty, and that he would ſoon do it by an Ap- 
peal. 

F The Mother, it ſeems, was no leſs infatuated 

than her Love-ſick Daughter. For, when the 

Captain averred upon his Soul, that he never was 

married, ſhe only replied, Very well, I will take 

your Word for that ; which, if not true, muſt ne- 

— 45 be the utter Ruin of her only and beloved 
hild! 

But tho' the Captain ſeemed to make light of this 
Affair of the Scots Marriage, and carried it off with 
an Air of Indifference, yet inwardly he was terribly 
chagrined that his Uncle ſhould make ſuch an un- 
lucky and unſeaſonable a Diſcovery, which he was 


ſenſible would be an eternal Bar to the great Pro- 
© | jet 
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ject he had of bettering his Fortune, if he could 
not contrive ſome Scheme to get his firſt Marriage 
annulled, not that he had any Objection to the Per- 
ſon, or Conduct, or Virtue of his Wife; but ſo 
long as he was obliged to maintain her and her 
Children, his Means for his own Support were ſo 
(mall, that he could not make that Figure in Life 
to which his Ambition aſpired, 

Having beat his Brains for ſome Time, to find 
an Expedient to help him out of this Emergency, 
he could think of no better than to perſuade her to 
diſown him for a Huſband ; for which Purpoſe he 

writes her a Letter to the Effect following, viz. 


© That having no other Way of riſing to Prefer- 
* ment but in the Army, he had but little Ground 
to expect Advancement there ſo long as it was 
known he was incumbered with a Wife and Fa- 
©* mily; but could he once paſs for a ſing'e Man, 
he had not the leaſt Doubt of being quickly pre- 
ferred, which would procure him a Sufficienc 
to maintain her, as well as himſelf, in a gen- 
teeler Manner than now he was able to do. All 
therefore, (adds he) I have to requeſt of you, is, 
that you will tranſcribe the incloſed Copy of a 
Letter, wherein you diſown me for a Huſband, 
put your Maiden Name to it, and ſend it by the 
* Poſt; all the Uſe I ſhall make of it will be, to 
* procure my Advancement, which will neceſſarily 
include your own Benefit. In full Aſſurance that 
* you will comply with my Requeſt, I remain 
Your moſt affectionate Huſband; 
. H. Cranſloun.“ 


a a 0. 


* 


His Wife, however, could not be eaſily induced 
to renounce her Claim, though ſhe had no great 
Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Bebaviour to her; 
for having but little or no Subſiſtence but what de- 
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pended on his Friends, ſhe was afraid, if ſhe 
ſhould deny herſelf to be his Wife, they would 
withdraw their Kindneſs from her. The Captain, 
however, repeated his Requeſt with great Earneſt— 
neſs, as if the Happineſs of his whole Liſe depended 
on her granting him this ſingle Favour. Afer 
Abundance of Entreaties on his Part, and Reluc- 
tance on hers, ſhe at laſt ſuffered herſelf to be im- 
poſed upon, copied his Letter, by which ſhe diſ- 
owned herſelf to be his Wife, and ſubſcribed it 
with her maiden Name Murray. 

No ſooner had the Captain got this Acknow-. 
ledgment under her own Hand, but, with a Baſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude hardly to be parallelled, he 
ſent Copies of her Letter both to her Relations and 
his own in* Scotland; which fo alienated their 
Minds, that both the one and the other withdrew 
their Support from her, whereby ſhe was reduced 
to the utmoſt Poverty and Diſtreſs. 

Not ſatisfied with this Uſage of a Woman, to 
whom he had no Objection, but that ſhe was his 
Wife, he commenced an Action to prove the Ille- 
ality of his Marriage, as a Ground for a Divorce, 
with a View to deceive Mr. Plandy. 

. Upon this he brought on his Cauſe to be heard 
before the Judges in Scotland, where he produced 
her Letter as an Evidence againſt her, which prezt- 
ly inclined the Judges to favour his Cauſe, But 
when the Wife came to make her Defence, and 

roduced his Letter, in his own Hand-writing, 
which ſhe had only copied at his Requeſt, for the 
Reaſons above aſſigned; and declared, that no- 
thing but a public Faſale upon her Virtue, could 
have induced her to detect his Villainy. As ſoon 
as ſhe had produced this Letter, and verified it to 
be his own Hand-writing, the Court gave a Ver- 
dict againſt the Captain, and confirmed their Mar- 


riage, Upon which their Relations took her again 
into 
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into Favour, as an Object worthy their Compaſſion. 
The Captain, not ſatisfied with this Verdict, ap- 
pealed to the next Seſſion. 

But notwithſtanding this Miſcarriage, the Cap- 
tain ſtill kept up his Spirits, and perſuaded Mr. 
Blandy, that the Affair could not be decided till 
the next Seſſion, when he had not the leaſt Doubt 
but it would terminate in his Favour; and gave 
him ſuch plauſible Reaſons, as ptevailed on him to 
wait till that Time. ; 

The Captain, not at all diſcouraged by his late 
Overthrow in Scotland, purſues his Amour with 
Miſs Blandy with as much Eagerneſs as ever; and, 
not truſting to the uncertain Event of his Law- 
Suit, makes uſe of all his Curming to get Poſſeſ- 
lion of his fair Miſtreſs, without running the Ha- 
zard of a ſecond Diſappointment. To which 
Purpoſe he perſuaded her, with all the Power of 
his Rhetoric, to conſummate their Marriage pri- 
vately, Miſs, however, was not ſo blinded with, 
Love, as abſolutely to reſign the Uſe of her Reaſon, 
to his Pleaſure; but endeavoured to convince him, 
that his Propoſal would be attended with the worſt 
Conſequences; yet did not ſhew that Reſentment 
as became one truly ſenſible of an Affront offered 
to her Honour and Virtue ; nor did ſhe ſo much as 
reproach him with the Baſeneſs of his Heart, which 
was Capable of meditating a Deſign ſo maniteſtly 
ſubverſive of her Peace and Happineſs. 

In the mean time, the Captain's Wife in Sco:- 
land, underſtanding that the Uſe her Huſband made 
of her Condeſcenſion in complying with his Re- 
queſt, was to facilitate a Match he was about to 
make at Henley, thought it highly concerned her 
to diſabuſe that Lady and her Friends, in order to 
prevent thoſe Evils that might be the Conſequence 
of their Ignorance. Accordingly, ſhe writes Let- 
ters to Mr, Blandy and his Daughter, to inform 
3 them 
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them that ſhe was Mr. Cran/loun's lawful Wife 
incloſing at the fame Time the Decree of the 

Court in Scotland, that was made in her Favour, 

whereby their Marriage was abſolutely confirmed. 
Thie, one would imagine, was enough to diſperſe 

thoſe Miſts from Mifs Blandy's Eyes, with which 
the Captain's fallacious Arguments had beclouded 

them, and to convince her, that notwithſtandin 

his fair Pretences, his Oaths and Proteſtations, he 
was no better than an Impoſtor, one who, taking 

Advantage of her free open Behaviour, had plot- 

ted the Ruin of her Virtue and Happineſs for ever, 
Such Reflections as theſe ſhe might naturally have 

made upon this extraordinary ſelf-evident Occur- 

rence, Inſtead of which, ſhe conſults her Mother, 
in what Manner ſhe ſhould behave on this critical 
Occaſion, Her Mother adviſes her to write to 

bim, (for he was not yet returned from Scatland) 
and to beg and require of him, upon his Honour, 

to let her know the Truth. But could ſhe ſup- 
poſe that he, who had already ſo egregiouſly de- 
ceived both her and her Daughter, would not carry 
on the Deceit; and that, as he had hitherto led 
them both blindfold, he would not do all in his 
Power to keep them ſtill in the Dark? Had it not 
been much more prudent to have wrote to ſome 
Gentleman of Worth and Probity in that Country, 
requeſting him to examine the Court Regiſters, and 
ſend her an atteſted Copy of the Proceedings in 
this Affair? This would have led her into a Know- 
ledge of the real Truth; inſtead of which, ſhe 
makes her Applicaticn to him only, whoſe Intereſt 
it was to deceive her, But it was not long before 
the Captain returned, when he exerted all his Elo- 
quence to convince the Father, Mother, and Daugh- 
ter, that his Cauſe was not finally determined; that 
he had lodged an Appeal, and that the next Seſ- 
ſions he ſhuuld have a Re-heacing, when he did not 
in 
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in the leaſt queſtion, but his pretended Marriage 
would be abſolutely annulled. 

The Captain ſeemed to have weathered this. 
Stoim for the preſent, and all was calm again; 
the Father ſeemed eaſy; the Mother was pleaſed ;. 
and the Daughter happy. Cran/loun was received. 
and entertained in the Family as before, though 
not without ſome Intermiſſions of that hearty Wel- 
come from Mr. Blandy which he had formerly ex-- 
perienced. The old Gentleman was afraid there 
was a Snake in the Graſs, and began to entertain 
Doubts and Suſpicions of the Sincerity of his Gueſt; 
which Cran/toun ſaw plain enough, and often took. 
Notice of it to Miſs. 

But though the Father did not expreſs that Cor- 
diality for him, as he did formerly, yet this was. 
zbundantly made up to him by the uncommon At- 
fection of the Mother, who ſhewed him more than 
a maternal Fondneſs. One Inſtance of which 
take as follows. The old Lady being on a Viſit 
to one Mrs, Pococ of Turvile- Court, was ſeized 
with a violent Diſorder, which obliged her to con- 
tinue there ſome Time. But in the Height of her 
Iſineſs, when ſhe had any Intervals of Senſe, her 
conſtant Cry was, Let Cranſtoun be ſent for. 
Cran/loun was then at Southampton with his Regi- 
ment; but on his receiving a Summons from Miſs, 
to come away directly on this Emergency, he obey- 
ed, and was ſoon with her, and immediately waited 
on the fick Lady, who was fo tranſported at the 
dight of him, that ſhe immediately raiſed herſelf 
up in the Bed, took him about the Neck, and 
killed him in a moſt affectionate Manner; adding 
theſe Words to this fond Action, My dear Cran- 
ſtoun, I am glad you are come; I now ſball grow 
well ſoon, Nay, ſhe carried her Fondneſs to ſuch. 
an extravagant Pitch, that Cranſtoun only muſt be 
ber Nurſe, and adminiſter every Thing that was: 
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preſcribed for her. And of ſuch wonderful Effi- 
cacy was his Care and Attendance upon his Pa. 
tient, that though before he came, ſhe was judged 
to be in the utmoſt Danger, yet the very next 
Day after his Arrival, ſhe got up, and, on his 
coming into the Room, ſaid, This I owe 10 you, 
my dear Cranſtoun ; your coming has given me new 
Health, and freſh Spirits : I was fearful l:ft I ſhould 
die, and you not here to comfort that poor Girl : Hay 
like Death fhe I:hs! Is it in the Power of Words 
to expreſs a greater Tenderneſs for a Son-in- Law, 
than the old Lady diſcovered on this Occaſion ? 
But this is not the only Inſtance of Mr. Cran- 
ftzun's Weight and Importance in the Family, 
While Miſs and her Mother were in Lendon, the 
old Lady was greatly diſtreſſed for Money, hav- 
ing contracted a conſiderable Debt unknown to 
her Huſband, which ſhe was at a Loſs for Means 
to diſcharge. While they were fretting and teaz- 
ing themſelves about this unlucky Affair, comes 
in Mr. Cran/ioun, who, ſeeing Miſs in Tears, 
and enquiring the Reaſon, is told, that her Mo- 
ther is under the greateſt Perplexity on account of 
a Debt, which ſhe h:d not then Means to diſcharge. 
Cranſtoun, pretending to be greatly affected at the 
Trouble he ſaw them in, aſks what was the Sum 
wanted, and promiſed to raiſe the Money; ac- 
cordingly, in a ſhort Time, he brought 40 J. and 
threw it into the old Lady's Lap, who was fo ſur- 
prized at this uncommon Inſtance of his Genero- 
ſity, that, for a while ſhe flood ſpeechleſs, and 
could only ſqueeze his Hand, and burſt into Tears. 
But, to relieve her Diſtreſs, he, kiſſed her, and 
ſaid, Remember tis a Son, and therefore don't make 
yourſelf uneaſy ; you can't lie under any Obligations 
to me, But Miſs going to expreſs her own Gra- 
titude for the Favour, was prevented by his kiſſing 


her 
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her too, and ſaying, That was all he deſired in Re- 


turn, 

Now, it may naturally be aſked, how, where, 
and for what this Debt was contracted ? Whether 
the Captain had any View or Proſpect of being 
repaid it; or, in ſhort, whether he ever had his 
Money again? Or what other Conſideration in- 
duced him to ſtrain his Credit, (for it can hardly 
be ſuppoſed he had fuch a Sum by him of his own) 
merely to oblige the good old Lady? 

As to the firſt of theſe Queſtions, how, where, 
and for what this Debt was contracted-; the An- 
ſwer is: The Debt, it ſeems conſiſted of two Parts, 
i. e. 10 J. of it was contracted in London, and the 
remaining 30 J. at Henley. As to the firſt, 'tis 
very probable that theſe Ladies, in Company with 
their dear Friend and Familiar, Cran/toun, were 
willing to partake of all the faſhionable Diverſions 
of the Town, whereby they exceeded the Allow- 
ance made them by Mr. F/:ndy for their Support 
during their Stay there. | | 

Then, as to the 30 J. the other Part of the Debt, 
this was contracted at Henley, for Fowls, Butter, 
Wine, and other Proviſions, chiefly on account of 
Entertainments, made for the Pleaſure and Accom- 
modation of Mr. Cran/toun, when Mr. Blandy was 
in Londin, and detained there upon Buſineſs. 

As to the Queſtion, whether the Captain had 
any View or Proſpect of being repaid his Money, 
'tis anſwered, he certainly had. For the princi- 
pal, indeed the only End, he propoſed by marry». 
ing the Lady, was, to get into Poſſeſſion of a large 
Sum of Money; by which he could eaſily reim- 
burſe himſelf whatever Sums he might advance, to 
* gratify and pleaſe the Mother and Daughter. 

That he had his Money again, is certain; and 
in this Manner: Cran/teun, after the Death of his 
Lind Patroneſs, Mrs. Blandy, perceiving his Re- 
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ception by Mr. Blandy was not fo hearty as here- 
tofore, began to doubt the Iſſue of his Amour, 
This put him upon Schemes for recovering the 
Money he had /ent the old Lady in Diſtreſs. Upon 
this, being then in London, and invited by Miſs 
into the Country, he writes her a Letter, full of 
heavy Complaints, that he was not able to ſtir out 
of Doors for Fear of Bailiffs, his Fortune in Scot- 
land being ſeized for the Maintenance of his Wife 
(Miſs Murray, as he called her) and her Child; 
and that the Debt which had occaſioned his Per- 
plexity was near fifteen Guineas, Miſs, without 
reflecting, that the Ground of his pretended Ne- 
ceſſity, the ſeizing of his: Eſtate for the Mainte- 
nance of his Wife, ought to have been an Argu- 
ment againſt ſending him any Relief, very readily 
remits him the Sum he wanted, being Part of 40 /. 
ſhe had borrowed of one Mrs. Monteney, to pay 
off Part of her Mother's Debts. Upon receiving 
this Remittance, he comes to Henley, where he 
had not been long, but he puts on a gloomy and 
thoughtful Air ; which Miſs ſoon obſerving, de- 
mands the Reaſon, He ſhews her a dunning Let- 
ter he had juſt received from a Creditor in Landon, 
for a Debt of 15 1. Miſ immediately gave him the 
Money, being another Part of the 40/. ſhe had 
borrowed of Mrs. Monteney; ſo that now he had 
received 30 af the 40 J. he had advanced as be- 
fore- mentioned. After this, ſhe made him a Pre- 
ſent of her Watch, which no Doubt made up the 
Deficiency. a £2983 
Upon the whole then, it is plain, that the Cap- 
tain's Generoſity on this Occaſion, was merely to 
ingratiate himſelf with the old Lady, in order to 
facilitate his Defign on the Daughter. 

The Captain receiving frequent Intimations that 
his Company was no longer agreeable to Mr, 
Blandy, he takes his Leave, in order, as he-»pre- 


tended, 
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tended, to haſten on the Appeal, which he would: 
certainly bring on at the next Seſſions in Scitland.. 
But before he went, in a Conference he had with: 
Miſs Blandy, he complained that her Father's Car- 
riage towards him was greatly altered from what it 
had been ; that he was not conſcious that he de- 
ſerved ſuch ill Treatment at his Hands; that how-- 
ever he had ſtill the ſame Reſpect for her as ever; 
and that he was reſolved, if poſſible, to regain. 
his Affections. For which Purpoſe, as ſoon as he 
ſhould get into. Scotland, he would ſend her ſome: 
Powders, which he knew to be of ſuch a friendly 
and conciliating Nature,. that if ſhe would give 
them to her Father, in ſuch Quantities as he ſhould 
preſcribe, he was very certain, that, by their Help, 
he ſhould recover the Love of his old Friend ; that: 
he. would put up the Powder in Papers; and, to 
prevent Suſpicion, would write over them, Powder 
to clean the Scotch Pebbles, Miſs promiſed to-give: 
her Father the Powders, in the Manner he, the- 
Captain, ſhould direct, not, as may be charitably- 
imagined, in the leaſt ſuſpecting his villainous De- 
lign, or the terrible Effects they would produce. 

Miſs was as good. as her Word, and gave her 
Father the Powders, firſt in Tea, and afterwards 
in Water-gruel; the Conſequence of which was: 
his Death; and there being ſufficient Proof, that 
ſhe put Powders in his Croat, there were juſt 
Grounds to fuſpe& her of. his Murder.. Upon: 
which ſhe was taken into Cuſtody,. and committed 
to Oxford Gaol; and March 3, 1752-3, was 
brought to her Trial. | 

The Trial laſted thirteen. Hours, and: conſe-- 
quently-a great Number of Witneſſes were exa-- 
mined : But as a ſhort View of the Evidence will: 
give a general Idea of the Nature of the Crime. of: 
wich, the Priſoner was convicted, we ſhall only 
relate ſo much of. it as fixed the Fact upon her. 
| D 6 
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The principal Witneſs was Suſan Gunnel, the 
Maid-ſervant, who depoſed, That on the Sunday 
Se'nnight before his Death, her Maſter being out 
of Order, ſhe made him ſome W ater-gruel, put it 
in a Pan, and ſet it in the Pantry; that on Mon- 
day the Priſoner told her, ſhe had been ſtirring the 

'ater-gruel, and eating the Oat-meal out of it, 
and gave her Papa a Half-pint Mug of it that Night; 
that the next Day the Priſoner gave him ſome 
more of the ſame Gruel, which diſordered him 
very much; and he took Phyſic; that on /Yedne/- 
diy the Priſoner came into the Kitchen, and ſaid to 
her (this Witneſs) that as her Maſter had took 
Phyſic, he might want ſome Gruel, and that ſhe 
might give him the ſame again, and not leave her 
Work, as ſhe was ironing, to make freſh; to which 
ſhe anſwered, that it was ſtale, and ſhe would 
make freſh, and did ſo ; that ſhe had the Evening 
before taken up the Pan, and diſliked the Taſte, 
and now taſted it again; and putting the Pan to 
her Mouth, obſerved ſome Whiteneſs at the Bot- 
tom, and told Beliy Binfield, her Fellow ſervant, 
that ſhe never ſaw Oat meal Settlement ſo white 
before. Oat-meal ! ſays Betty, I think it looks as 
whit? as Flour; ſhe then took it out of Doors, 
where there was more Light, and putting her 
Finger to the Bottom of the Pan, found it gritty; 
upon which ſhe recollected that ſhe had heard that 
Poiſon was white and gritty, which made her fear 
that this was Poiſon ; ſhe therefore locked it up 
in a Cloſet, and on Thurſday Morning carried it 
to Mrs. Montenty, who gave it to Mr. Bolten and 
Dr. Addington, Sue further depoſed, That on 
Iedn'/day Morning, after ſhe had given her Maſ- 
ter the Phyſic, ſhe gave Anne Emmet, a Chairwo- 
man, the Water-gruel that had been before made 
fot her Maſter, which put the Woman into a 

a Fit 
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a Fit of purging and vomiting, as had very near 
occaſioned her Death. Mr. Blandy being now 
tortured with the moſt racking Pains in his Bowels, 
and every Part of him, occaſioned, in the Opinion 
of the Doctors who attended him, by Poiſon; the 
Priſoner, on the Monday following, came into the 
Room, and falling on her Knees to her Father, 
ſaid, Sir, baniſh me where you pleaſe, do with me 
what you pleaſe, ſo you ds but forgive me; and as for 
Cranſtoun, / will never ſee him, ſpeak to him, or 
write to him mere, as long as I live, if you will ſor- 
give me, To which her Father made Anſwer, / 
forgive thee, my Dear; and I hape God will forgive 
thee z but thou ſhoudſt have conſidered better, before 
thee attempted/i any thing again/l thy Father ; thee 
Spind haue confidered I was thy own Father, The 
Priſoner then ſaid, Sir, as io your Ilineſt, I am en- 
tirely innocent; To which the Witneſs replied, 
Madam, I believe you muſt not ſay, you are entire.y 
tunscent; for the Powder left in the I ater-gruel 
and th: Paper ef Powder taken out of the Fire, are 
uno in ſuch Hands that they muſt be publick'y pro- 
duced ; adding, that ſhe herſelf had taken, about fix 
Weeks bef.re, a Deſe in Tea that was prepared for 
her Majiter, To which the Priſoner anſwered, [ 
have put no Powder in Tea, 1 have put Powder in 


Water-gruel ; if yiu have received any Injury, I am 


en'trely innocent; it was given me for another Pur- 
pſe: Her Father hearing this, turned himſelf in 
his Bed, ſaid, O ſuch a Villain! C mz: to my Houſ?, 


eat the beſt, and drink of the beſt my Houſe could 


afford, ſhould take away my Life, and ruin my Daugh- 
tir, Oh, my Dear, thee muſt hate that Man, thee 
muſi bate the Ground he goes on, thee canſt not help 
1 To which the Priſoner replied, Sr, your Ten- 
derneſs to me is like @ Sword to my Heart; every 


IVard you ſay is like Swords piercing my Heart, much 
| worſe 
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werſe than if you were to be ever ſo angry; I muff 
down on my Knees, and beg you will not curſe me, 
To which her Father anſwered, / curſe thee, my 
Dear ! How ſhouldſt thou think I could curſe thee ! 
Ns ! I bleſs thee, and hope God will bleſs thee, and 
amend thy Life. Do, my Dear, go out of the Room; 
ſay no more, left thou ſhould'ſt ſay any Thing 10 thy 
own Prejudice, Goto thy Uncle Stephens ; take him 


for thy Friend; poor Man, I am ſorry for him. 


This Witneſs further ſaid, That the Saturday be- 
fore, about Noon, the Ptiſoner came into the Kit- 
chen, and put ſome Papers in the Fire, and thruſt 
them down with a Stick; upon her leaving the 
Kitchen, the Witneſs and Betty Binfeld took a. 
Paper out of the Fire, with this Writing upon it, 
The Powder to clean the Pebbles. On the ſame 
Saturday Morning, ſhe (this Witneſs) carried her 
Maſter ſomething to drink, and ſaid to him, Sir, 
I believe you have got ſomething in your Water-grul 
that I am afraid has hurt you, and I believe Miſs 


Blandy put it in, by her coming into the Waſh-houſe, 
and ſaying, that ſbe had been flirring ber Papa's 
Gruel, and eating the Oat-meal out of it. Upon. 


which he ſaid, I find I am not right, my Head is 
not right as it uſed ta be, nor has been for ow Time. 
The Witneſs told him, ſhe had foun 

in the Pan; upon which he ſaid to her, Da thou 
know any thing of this Powder ; didſi thee ſee any of 


it? She ſaid, no; none but what ſhe ſaw. in the 
Water-grue]l, He then aſked her, if ſhe knew, or. 


could gueſs, where ſhe had this Powder? She re- 
plied, I can't gueſs any. where, except from Mr. 


Cranſtoun ; my Reaſon is, becauſe Miſs Blandy has. 


lately had Letters of tener than uſual, Her Maſter then 


ſaid, Now you mention it, he talked of a particular 
Pdiſon they had in his Country : O that Villain ! that: 
be. ever came into my. Houſe, She likewiſe-told him, 

| ſhe- 
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ſhe had ſhown the Powder to Mr. Norton the Apo- 
thecary, who had taken care of it, and thought it 
would be proper for him (her Father) to ſeize her 
Pockets, with her Keys and Papers; to which he 
ſaid, I can't do it; I can't ſhock her ſo much. — But 
canſt net thee take out a Letter or two, which ſbe 
may think ſhe: has dropped by Chance? The Witneſs 
told him, No, Sir, I have no Right ; ſhe is your 
Daughter; you may do it, and no body elſe. 

The next Witneſs was Elizabeth Binfield, who 
depoſed, That her Maſter, Mr. Blandy, about a 
Fortnight before his Death, complained of unuſual 
Pains and Prickings; that ſhe had often heard the- 
Priſoner mention Walkings and Muſic ſhe had: 
heard in the Houſe, and thought it to be her Mo- 
ther; and three Quarters of a Year before her Maſ- 
ter's Death, the Priſoner told her, that the Muſic 
preſaged her Father's Death, and continued talk- 
ing in the ſame Manner to the Time of it; that 
ſhe had often heard her ſay, he would die before- 

October; and that Mr. Cran/loun had informed her, 
than one Mrs. Morgan, a cunning Woman in 
Scotland had ſaid ſo; that the Priſoner uſed to ap- 
pear glad when ſhe ſpoke of the Proſpect of her Fa- 
ther's Neath, for thst then ſhe ſhould be releaſed 
from all her Faiigues, and be happy; that ſhe 
heard the Priſoner ſay, that her Father complained: 
of a Ball of Fire in his Guts before the Monday on 
which he took the Water-gruel; that on Saturday 
the 10th of Auguſt, ſhe took the Paper out of the 
Fire, and delivered it to Dr. Aldington and Mr. 
Norton; that when Suſan Gunnell was ill, the Pri- 
ſoner aſked this Witneſs, if Suſan had taten any 
of her Father's Water-gruel ; and upon her anſwer- 
ing ſhe knew not, the Priſoner ſaid, If ſhe does, 
foe may. do for wah may I tell you that, That: 
le heard the Priſoner ſay, //ho- would: * 10 

end 
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ſend an old Father to Hell for 10,0001. and this ſhe 


introduced by talking of Girls being kept out of 
their Fortunes: That ſhe had often heard the Pri. 
ſoner curſe her Father, and call him Raſcal and 
Villain: That upon Saturday, the 1oth of Aug}, 
ſhe was in the Kitchen when her Maſter was thay. 
ing, and the Priſoner was there; and her Maſter 
ſaid, he had once like to have been poiſoned at a 
Public-houſe; to which the Priſoner anſwered, ſhe 
remembered it very well; her Maſter ſaid, that one 
of the Company died immediately, the other is 
ſince dead, but it is my Fortune to be poiſoned at 
laſt; and then looked hard at the Priſoner, who 
appeared in great Confuſion, and ſeemed all in a 
Tremble; her Maſter ſaid farther, that it was 
white Arſenic that was put into the Wine: That 
ſhe ſat up with the Priſoner the Night before her 
Father died, when the Priſoner promiſed, if ſhe 
would go to the Bell, or the Lien, and hire a 
Poſt-Chaiſe, ſhe would give her Fifteen Guineas 
at her getting into the Chaiſe, and Ten Guineas 
more when they got to Lenden; but on the Wit- 
neſs refuſing to comply with her Requeſt, the Pri- 
ſoner burſt into a Laugh, and ſaid, ſhe was only 


joking. This Witneſs likewiſe confirmed the Evi- 


dence of Suſan Gunnell, in relation to the Powder 
found in the Gruel, with other Circumſtances, 
Mr. Littleton, who was Mr. Blandy's Clerk, de- 
poſed, That on Sunday the 10th of Augu/?, the Pri- 
ſoner put a Letter into his Hand, and bid him di- 
rect it as uſual, (as he had often done before) Which 
he underſtood to be to Mr. Cran/loun, to ſeal it, 
and put it into the Poſt; but having Reaſon to ſul- 
pect ſome foul Play was going forward, he opened 
the Letter, tranſcribed it, carried it to Mr, Nor- 
ton, and read it to his Maſter, who only ſaid, Poor 
love-fick Girl ! That will net à Girl de for the Mun 
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ſhe les? This Letter was conceived in the fol- 
lowing Terms: 


Dear Milh, 

My Father is ſo bad that I have only Time to 
© tell you, that if you do not hear from me ſoon 
© azain, don't be frightened. I am better myſelt. 
© Left any Accident ſhould happen to your Let- 
© ters, take care what you write, My ſincere 
* Compliments, I am ever yours,” 


He further ſaid, that he had often heard her curſe. 
her Father, damn him for a Rogue, and a toth/efs 
4 Dog, within two Months of his Deceaſe, and a 
great while before. 

The Doctors, Addington and Lewis, who at- 
tended Mr. Blandy in his IIlneſs, declared it as 
their joint Opinion, that he died by Poiſon; that * 
they had made Experiments on the Powder that was 
found in his Gruel, and had proved it to be white 
Arſenic. Sores | 

Many other Witneſſes were called, who corro- 
borated the Evidence before given ; and their Exa- 
minations being finiſhed, the Priſoner was called 
upon to make her Defence, which ſhe did in the 
lollowing Terms: 


— and » —__ 
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* My Lords, 

© It is morally impoſſible for me to lay down 
* the Hardſhips I have received. I have been 
* aſperſed in my Character. In the firſt Place, it 
has been ſaid, I ſpoke Ill of my Father; that 
* 1 have curſed him, and wiſhed him at Hell; which 
* 1s extremely falſe, Sometimes little Family 
Affairs have happened, and he did not ſpeak to 
* me ſo kind as I could wiſh, I own I am paſ- 
* fionate, my Lords, and in thoſe Paſſions, ſome 

« haſty. 
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© haſty Expreſſions might have dropped: But great 
© Care has been taken to recollect every Word [ 
have ſpoken at different Times, and to apply 
them to ſuch particular Purpoſes, as my Ene. 
mies knew would do me the greateſt Injury, 
© Theſe are Hardſhips, my Lords, extreme Hard- 
_ * "ſhips ! ſuch as you yourſelves muſt allow to be 
© fo. It was faid, too, my Lords, that I en- 
deavoured to make my Eſcape. Your Lord- 
*:ſhips will judge from the Difficulties I laboured 
under. I had loſt my Father.— ! was ac- 
cuſed of being his Murderer.— I was not per- 
mitted to go near him. I was forſaken by 
my Friends, affronted by the Mob, — and 
inſulted by my Servants ; although I begged 
to have the Liberty to liſten at the Door where 
he died, I was not allowed it. My Keys wcre 
taken from me, my Shoe-buckles and Garters 
too, to prevent me from making away with 
myſelf, as though I was the moſt abandoned 
Creature. What could I do, my Lords? I ve- 
rily believe I muſt have been out of my Senſes. — 
When I heard my Father was dead, and the Door 
open, I ran out of the Houſe, and over the 
Bridge, and had nothing on, but an Half-ſack 
and Petticoats, without a Hoop, ——my Petti- 
coats hanging about me; the Mob gathered 
about me. Was this a Condition, my Lords, 
to make my Eſcape in ?-— A good Woman be- 
yond the Bridge, ſeeing, me in this Diſtreſs, de- 
fired me to walk in till the Mob was diſperſed; 
the Town-Serjeant was there; I begged he 
would take me under his Protection, to have 
me Home; the Woman ſaid it was-not proper, 
the Mob was very great, and that I had be ter 
ſtay a little, When I came home, they ſaid l 
uſed the Conſtable ill. T was locked up for 
15 Hours, with only an old Servant of the Fa- 
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© mily to attend me.! was not allowed a Maid 
© for the common Decencies of my Sex, I was 
© ſent to Gaol, and was in Hopes, there, at leaſt, 
« this Uſage would have ended ; but was told, it 
was reported I was frequently drunk; that I at- 
« tempted to make my Eſcape ; that I did not at- 
tend at Chapel. A more abſtemious Woman, 
© my Lords, I believe, does not live. ' 
Upon the Report of my making my Eſcape, 
the Gentleman who was High-Sheriff laſt Year, 
(not the preſent) came and told me, by Order 
of the higher Powers, he muſt put an Iron on 
me. I ſubmitted, as I always do to the higher 
powers. Some Time after he came again, and 
* ſaid, he muſt put a heavier upon me, which J 
© have worn, my Lords, till I came hither. I 
© aſked the Sheriff, why I was ſo ironed? He ſaid, 
* he did it by the Command of ſome noble Peer, 
' on his hearing that I intended to make my Eſcape. 
© I told them I never had any ſuch Thought, and 
© I would bear it with the other crue} Uſage I had 
received on my Character. The Reverend Mr. 
© Swinton, the worthy , Clergyman who attended 
me in Priſon, can teſtify I was very regular at 
© the Chapel, whenever ; well ; ſometimes I 
really was not able to come out, and then he at- 
© tended me in my Room, They have likewiſe 
* publiſhed Papers and Depoſitions, which ought 
* not to have been publiſhed, in order to repreſent 
me the moſt abandoned of my Sex, and to pre: 
* judice the World againſt me. I ſubmit myſelf 
to your Lordſhips, and to the worthy Jury.— 
* I do aſſure your Lordſhips, as I am to anſwer it 
at the Grand Tribunal, where I muſt appear, T 
am as innocent as the Child unborn of the Death 
of my Father. would not endeavour to fave 
my Life at the Expence of Truth, [ really 
N thought 
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© thought the Powder an innocent inoffenſive 
Thing, and I gave it to procure his Love,. 
© (meaning, as ſhe explained it, his Love to Cran-. 
© ftoun.) It has been mentioned I ſhould ſay, ] 
© was ruined: My Lords, when a young Wo. 
© man loſes her Character, is not that her Ruin? 
© Why then ſhould this Expreſſion be conſtrued in 
© ſo wide a Senſe ? Is it not ruining my Character 
© to have ſuch a Thing laid to my Charge? And, 
* whatever may be the Event of this Trial, I am 
* ruined molt effectually.“ 


Mr. Baron. Legge, (the Judge) then ſummed up 
the Evidence to the Jury; in which he firſt took 
Notice of a veiy improper and a very ſcandalous 
Behaviour towards the Priſoner, by certain People, 
who had taken upon themſelves, very unjuſtifiably, 
to publiſh in Print what they call Depoſitions, 
taken before the Coroner, in relation to this very 
Affair which is now brought before you to deter- 
mine; adding, I hope you have not ſeen them; but 
if you have, I muſt tell you, as you are Men of Senſe 
and Probity, that you muſt diveſi yourſelves of eve y 
Prejudice that can ariſe from thence, and attend mere- 
ly to the Evidence that has now been given before yu 
in Court, which I will repeat to you as exattly as I am 
able, He then proceeded to recapitulate the Evi: 
dence, and ſo left it to the Jury to determine upon 
the whole. 

The Jury, without going from the Bar, brought 
her in Guilty, Death, 


The Day before her Execution, ſhe received the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; and at the ſame 
time ſigned a Paper, in which ſhe declared, that 
ſhe did not know or believe, that the Powder, to 
which the Death of her Father had beeri aſcribed, 
had any noxious or poiſonous quality lodged in it 
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and that ſhe had no Intention to hurt, and much 
leſs to deſtroy him, by giving him that Powder. 

The Night before her Execution, ſhe ſpent the 
greateſt Part of it in Prayer; and the next Morn- 
ing was conducted to the fatal Tree; her Coun- 
tenance was ſolemn, and ſuitable to the ſad Oc- 
caſion. At the Gallows ſhe declared herſelf guilty 
of adminiſtring the Powder to her Father, but 
without knowing it had the leaſt poiſonous Quality 
in it, or intending to' do him any Injury, as ſhe 
hoped to meet with Mercy at that great Tribunal 
before which ſhe ſhould very ſhortly appear. And 
as it had been rumoured, - that ſhe had been inſtru- 
mental in the Death of her Mother, in the like 
Manner as her Father, and alſo of Mrs. Poceck, 
ſhe declared herſelf not even the innocent Cauſe of 
either of their Deaths (if ſhe was the innocent Cauſe 
of that of her Father) as ſhe hoped for Salvation in 
a future 'State, 

Having mounted the Ladder, and the Halter be- 
ing put about her Neck, ſhe pulled her Handker- 
chief over her Face, without ſhedding a Tear all 
the Time. In this Poſition ſhe prayed a little 
while upon the Ladder, and then gave the Signal, 
by holding out a little Book ſhe had in her Hands, 
Her Body, after it had hung a due Time, was cut 
down, put in a Hearſe, and conveyed to Henley ; 
and about One o'Clock the next Morning, was in- 
terred between her Father and Mother, 


Let us now return to Capt. Crauſtoun, who, as 
ſoon as he heard Miſs was committed to Oxford 
(3aol, ſecreted himſelf from the Public; fo that 
when Meſſengers were diſpatched to apprehend 
him, he was not to be found. In this Conceal- 
ment, (either in Scotland, or the North of England) 
he lay for ſix Months, that is, from the Middle 
of Auguſt, till a few Days before Miſs Blandy's 

Trial, 


83 
222 3 
* 


— 


—— — — — 


—— — 


— 


— — * 


1 


70 Miſs Mary Blandy, 


Trial, which came on the 2d of March; when 
being well informed of the dangerous Situation (te 
was in, and that his own Fate depended upon hers, 
he thought it high Time to take care of himſelf, 
which he did by tranſporting himſelf to Boligne in 
France, 

On his Arrival at Bolegne, he found out one Mrs, 
Roſs, whoſe Maiden Name was Dunbar, and 2 
diſtant Relation to his Family. To this Woman 
he made his Application, told her the Troubles he 
was involved in, and entreated her to have fo much 
Compaſſion on him, as to protect and conceal hin 
till the Storm was a little over, and to ſcreen him 
from the Dangers he had juſt Reaſon to apprehend, 
Mrs. Roſs was ſo affected with his diſaſſrous Con- 
dition, that, in Regard to the noble Family of 
which he was an unhappy Branch, ſhe promiſed to 
ſerve him in the beſt Manner ſhe could; but ad- 
viſed him to change his Name, and to take that 
of Dunbar, which had been that of her own. 

Here the Captain thought himſelf ſecure from the 
Purſuit of his Enemies; but, unluckily for him, 
ſome of his Wife's Relations, who were Officers 
in ſome French Regiments quartered there, got 
Scent of him ; and knowing in what a baſe and 
treacherous Manner he had uſed that unhappy Wo- 
man; and being allo informed, that, to eſcape the 
Hand of Juſtice, he had fled thither for Refuge, 
threatened Vengeance if ever they ſhould light of 
him, for his inhuman Uſage of his Wife. The 
Captain being informed of their Menaces, and not 
doubting but they would be as good as their Words, 
kept very cloſe in his Lodging. 

In this Obſcurity he continued till the 26th of 
Zuly, not daring to ſpeak to any Body, or even to 
ſtir out of Doors. But being at length weary of 
his Confinement, and being under dreadful Appre- 
henſions that he ſhould one Day fall a Sacrifice K 
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the Reſentment of his Perſecutors, conſulted with 
Mrs. Roſs, what Courſe he ſhould take to avoid 
the Danger he was then expoſed to. After mature 
Deliberation, it was agreed, that he and his two 
Companions that went over with him, ſhould take 
a Trip to Paris; and in order to ſecure a Place of 
Retreat, upon any Emergency, Mrs. Ro/s ſhould 
go to Furnes, a Town in Flanders, in the Juriſdic- 
tion of the Queen of Hungary, where they would 
come to her on their Return. 

Accordingly, the next Morning, before Day, 
they ſet out on their Journey, not in a Poſt-Chaiſe, 
or any public Vehicle, for Fear of a Diſcovery, but 
on Foot ; lodging every Night at ſome obſcure Vil- 
lage, till their Arrival at Paris. Being got thither, 
they took a Lodging in a By-Street;z and having re- 
freſhed themſelves after their Journey, they took a 
Walk into the City, to view the Curioſities for 
which it is famous. Being Strangers in the Place, 
they were ſomewhat at a Loſs for Information ; till 
happening to meet with an Jriſb Friar, with whom 
the Captain had formerly ſome Acquaintance ; they 
were very glad to make him their Companion, 
The Friar very readily undertook to gratify their 
Curioſity, and accordingly conducted them to every 
Place in the City, where there was any Thing 
worthy their Obſervation. 

Having thus ſpent about a Fortnight in viſiting 
the moſt remarkable Places in and about Paris, and 
finding their Exchequer pretty near exhauſted, they 
begun to think ſeriouſly of returning home to their 
good Landlady. They preſently ſet out, and on 
the third Day reached Furnes, where they again 
met with a kind Reception. Mr. Rofs, their Land- 
lord, was likewiſe then juſt returned from England, 
whither the Captain had ſent him to receive Mo- 
ney for a Bill of 60 J. which was the only Remit- 
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tance that was ſent him, from his Arrival in Fra; 
till the Time of his Death, 

Not long after his Return to Furnes, he waz 
taken with a ſevere Fit of Illneſs, from which, 
however, he recovered ; yet it had ſuch an Effect 
upon him, that he became very thoughtful and me- 
lancholy. He now began to take a Retroſpect of 
his Life; in which appeared ſuch a black Liſt of 
atrocious Villanies as drove him almoſt to Deſpair, 
Mr. Blandy's Murder now appears in all its hortid 
Deformities, and lays ſuch a Burden on his Con- 
ſcience as he is not able to bear. Thus tormented 
beyond Expreſſion, without a Friend to unburden 
his Mind to, or any one to whom he could apply 
for ſpiritual Comfort or Direction, Day and the 
Light grew irkſome to him, and Night and Dark. 
neſs horrible: | 

In this miſerable Condition he languiſhed, till 
he bethought himſelf, that, poſſibly, he might re- 
ceive ſome ſpiritual Relief from a Father, faned 
for his Piety in a neighbouring Convent. To him 
he addreſſes himſelf for Aſſiſtance and Advice, The 
good Father probed the Wounds of his Conſcience, 
and brought him to a due Senſe of his Sins, and 
then applied the healing Remedy of Abſolution on 
the Penitent, on his declaring himſelf reconciled 
to the Church of Rome. 

After this, Cranſtoun ſeemed to be pretty ealy 
in his Mind; but it was nct long before he was 
ſeized with a terrible Difeaſe in his Body, which 
was ſwoln to that Degree, that it was apprehended 
he would have burſt, and felt ſuch Torments in 
every Limb and Joint, as made him wiſh for Death 
ſome Days before he died, which happened Neven: 
ber Zo, 0 53. 

The Converſion of this noble Penitent to the 
Remiſh Religion, was deemed an ber 1 
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ſuch Importance to their Society, that the Frater- 
nity reſolved to do all the Honours in their Power 
to perpetuate the Captain's Memory amongſt them. 
For this Purpoſe they ordered a ſolemn Maſs to be 
ſung at his Funeral, and invited the Magiſtrates 
and Corporation of the Town to attend the Corpſe, 
and walk in Proceſſion to his Grave; which was 
done with all the Pomp and Solemnity with which 
Funerals of the firſt Rank are uſually diſtinguiſhed ; 
and then depoſited his Body in the Church, And 
'tis not improbable, that ſuch a Legend will be 
written of his pious Deeds, and perhaps of the Mi- 
racles performed by his Relicts, as may, an hun- 
dred Years hence, entitle him to a red Letter in 
the Roman Calendar, 

After the Funeral was over, a Letter was {cnt 
to his Mother, the Lady Dowager Cranſtoun, to 
which an Anſwer was ſoon returned, with an Order 
to ſeal up and ſecure his Papers of every Kind, and 
tranſmit them to his Brother, the Lord Cran/loun 
in Scotland; and his Cloaths, conſiſting chiefly of 
laced and embroidered W aiſtcoats, to be fold for 
the Diſcharge of his Debts: All which was punc- 
tually row with. | 

I ſhall only add, that by his Death, the Cap- 
tain's Wife came to enjoy the 75/4, a Year, the 
Intereſt of the 1500 J. which was his paternal For- 
tune; and by his Will, Heir to the Principal, to 
ſupport her and her Daughter; which was ſome 
Recompence for the Troubles and Vexations he 
had occaſioned her, : 
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| T the Aſſizes held at Chelmsford, for the 
County of Eſex, March 10, 1752, John 
Swan was indicted for the Murder of Foſeph Jef. 


fries of Waltham/low ; and Elizabeth Jeffries, for 


aiding and aſſiſting the ſaid ohn Swan to commit 
the faid Murder. 

Edward Buckle, of Walthamſtow, depoſed, That 
he lived within 30 Yards of the Deceaſed's Houſe, 
On the 3d of Fly, he heard an Outcry, about a 
Quarter after Two in the Morning. His Wife 
ſaid, 'tis Miſs J ries's Voice; and looking out of 
the Window, ſaid, Here is Miſs Jeffries in her 
Shift ; ſhe was at a Neighbour's Door, and he 
went to her, and aſked her, what ſhe did there in 
that Manner? She ſaid, O“ they have killed him, 
they have killed him, I fear ! The Witneſs deſired 
her to put ſomething about her: ſhe ſaid, Don't 
nun, me, ſee after my Unil:, Jobn Swan opened 
the Door, and the Witneſs went in, and ſaw the 
Deceaſed lying on his right Side; he had three 
Wounds on the left Side of his Head ; he took Hold 
of his Hand, end ſaid, My Name is Edward Buckle; 
4 you cannot ſpeak to me, make ſome Sign ; he 
queezed the Witneſs's Hand with as much Force 
as he could, but did not ſpeak, and the Witneſs 
went out of the Room. About five Hours after 
this, when Miſs was about the Houſe, crying for 
the Loſs of her Uncle; ſhe ſaid, Mr. Buckle, voll 
yu ge and lay Information about the Country of this 
unhoy py Affair that has befallen my Uncle, and f 
what Grods are liſt, that the Villains may be fourd 
out, and I will pay whatever it cois. Mrs. Mar- 
tix mentioned, in Miſe's Preſence, a Silver Tan— 


kard and Cup, and 15 Pewter Diſhes, He ſaid to 


Miſs, 
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Miſs, IF L Rould light of Matthews, Pl! take hn 
1p, Miſs replied, Mr. Buckle, don't meddie with 
him; for you'll bring me into Troubie, and yourſclf 
tao, in fo dong. 

Miry, The Wife of Sa nuel Adams of Maltham- 
ftw, depoſed, That ſhe lived within 20 Yards of 
Mr, Zeffries's. About a Quarter after Two in the 
Morning, ſhe heard the Report of a Gun or a Piſ- 
tol; and about three Quarters of an Hour after, 
ſhe heard an Outcry of Fire] Thieves ! She got up, 
and went to the Houſe, and ſaw the Deceaſed 


bloody; but as ſhe was big with Child they would 


not let her ſtay in the Room. She ſaw Miſs 7% 
fries in the Yard, who ſaid, ſhe had hurt her Ancle 
by getting out of the Window, 

Thomas Matthews depoſed, That ſome Time in 
Hay-harveſt, as he was coming over Epping- Fore/?, 
he ſaw a Cart ſtuck faſt in the Road ; and there he 
firſt ſaw the Deceaſed, who aſked him from whence 
he came? He ſaid, from Hull, and was in Dis- 
treſs, having no Money. The Deceaſed took 
him Home with him, and promiſed him Victuals, 
but no Wages, for his Work ; he worked for him 
nine Days, and when the Deceaſed turned him 
away, he, gave him a Shilling. He then worked 
for Mr. Hughes, a Farmer, not far from Mr. 7e 
fries, As to Miſs Fries, he ſaid, after he had 
been there about four Days, ſhe ordered him to go 
up Stairs to wipe a Cheſt of Drawers and a few 
Chairs that ſtood in a back Room; Miſs came up 
after him, and ſaid to him, at wl yeu do, if 4 
Perſon ſhould give you 1001.2 He aſked her, what 
he was to do for it? She aſked him again, if he 
was willing to earn it? He ſaid, Yes, if it is in an 
hanefl May. Said ſhe, Gs te Swan, and he will 
tel yzu. He went to him, in the Garden, and told 
him, that Miſs had offered him 1001, and he (Swan) 
was to tell him how to earn it. Swan ſmiled, and 
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took him into an Out- Houſe there, and told him, 


that if he (the Witneſs) would take and knock that 


old Miſer, his Maſter, on the Head, he would give 


him 700/. Miſs was ſtanding in the Garden be- 
hind them; and, when Swan had done ſpeaking, 


aid, I ſhall never have a Minute's Sleep, ſo long as 
that old Miſer, my Uncle, is alive. About two 


Days after he was diſcharged from Mr. Hughes's, 


Swan gave him Half a Guinea to buy a Brace of 
Piſtols, on Purpoſe to meet r on his 


coming back from Chelſea. The Witneſs went to 
Low-Layton, and there ſpent the Money. Swan 
had Piſtols before, which he ſhewed him ſeveral 
Times. After this, the Witneſs went for London; 
Swan overtook him, and ſaid, D n your Blood, 
where are you going © aſked him to drink, and gave 
him 34. They went to the Bell-Savage in White- 
chapel, kept by Mr, Gall. They got there about 
Five in the Evening, and ſtaid till Eleven at Night; 
at which Time Swan roſe from Table, and chal- 
lenged the beſt Man there to fight for a Guinea, 
The Witneſs being in Liquor, ſtript as well as he, 
Swan threw his Coat on the Fire; Mr. Gall took 
it off, and finding the Pockets heavy, felt in them, 
and found two Piſtols ; upon which he charged the 
Watch with them, and they were put in the Cage 
for that Night. While they were in the Cage, 
Swan pulled out a Caſe of Rings, and told him, 
he was going to pawn them; and that they were 
Miſs Feffries's. Next Morning they were carried 
before Sir Samuel Gower, who committed them to 
Clerkenwell Brideuell. They ſtaid there about 24 
Hours, when Miſs J Fries came and releaſed them. 
After that they went to Mr. Gals Houſe. Miss 
aſked the Witneſs, what he meant by bringing her 
Man into a Scrape? He replied, he brought him- 
ſelf into it. She bid & van give him a Shilling, and 
to tell him to meet them at the Yorkſhire Fe 0 

ublic- 
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Public-houſe in Stratford. He went, and John 
Swan, ſhe, and Tom Smith, went in a Coach; but 
he on Foot, When he came there, he found 
them all three in a-Parlour. Swan gave him Half 
a Crown, and' bid him meet him next Day at 
the Buck upon the Foreſt, about Six in the Morn- 
ing. He went and met him, and Miſs went home. 
Smith was to go to Mr. 7effries's Houſe that Night, 
to know if Miſs had made up the Difference be- 
tween Swan and his Maſter, ſo that Swan might come 
home again; and Smith brought Word back that 
ſhe had done it; and Swan went home accordingly. 
Next Morning he (the Witneſs) returned; when 
Swan bid him meet him the next Day on Epping- 
rs he did ſo; and by his Appointment, about 
a Week afterwards, . met him and Miſs Je tes at 
Waltham/tow,. Then he ordered him to come on 
the Tueſday following to the Backſide of Mr. Fef- 
fries's Garden, about 10 at Night, and he would 
give him ſome Money, for which he (the Witneſs) 
was to knock the old Miſer his Maſter on the Head. 
The Witneſs went, got into the Garden, and 
from thence into the Pantry, and ſtood there till 
Swan came and gave him ſome Victuals, which 
was about 11 o'Clock. Swan and Miſs Feffries 
came into the Pantry about 12; when Swan ſaid, - 
Naw is the Time to knock the old Miſer, my Maſter, 
en the Head. No, (ſaid the Witneſs) J cannot find 
in ny Heart to do it. Then the Priſoner Fries 
d n'd him for a Villain, becauſe he would not 
perform according to his Promiſe. Swan had two 
Piſtols one loaded with Slugs, and the other with 
Ball; he d——n'd the Witneſs, and ſaid, he had 
a good Mind to blow his Brains out, becauſe he 
would not do it, Then he pulled out a Book, 
and made the Witneſs ſwear he would not diſco- 
ver what had paſſed, if he did, he would blow his 
Brains out ; ſo he ſwore he would not, except 
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he was in Danger of his Life. Then Miſs and 


Swan went up Stairs together, and in about Half 
an Hour afterwards, he heard a Piſtol go off; then 
he made what Haſte he could out of the Houſe the 
back Way, fo off to the Ferry, and afterwards to 
Enficld-Chace. Being aſked, if he promiſed to com- 


mit this Murder? He ſaid, he did; and Stoan told 


him, as they were going to London, if he would 
not do it, by G d he muſt, or ſomebody elſe 
ſhould; for Miſs Jeffries was with Child, and if 
the old Miſer, her Uncle, came to know it, ſhe 
would be cut off from his Eflate, and turned out 
of Doors. 2 
Thomas Fortes, Apothecary, at Woodford, depo- 
ſed, That between 3 and 4 on the Wedneſday 
Morning, Swan came and told him, that a ſad 
Accident had happened to Mr. Tefrics. The 


Wrineſs went immediately, and ſaw Blood about 


the Room congealed ; he examined the Wounds, 


and found two given by a Gun or Piſtol, on tte 


left Side of his Face, and a Stab near his Ear; he 
probed them, and found that under his Ear four 
Inches deep; and he believed all of them to be 
mortal. A Knife lay on the Table. Sten had a 
clean Shirt on, and nat ſtained with Blood. 

Sarah Arnold, Servant to the Deceaſed, and had 
been ſo four Years, depoſed, That the Day before 
the Murder, Mr. Clift. and his Wife, and Mrs, 
Martin and her Child:en, were at her Maſter's, 
dined there, and in the Afternoon went to the Royal 
Cat to drink Tea, and came back all of them about 
Supper-time; ſome went away, but Mr. Clifton 
and Mrs. Martin ſtaid till near 12 o'Clock. About 
11 o'Clock, Swan and Miſs 7-fries went into the 
Garden, and returned in about a Quarter of an 
Hour; Swan came in firſt, and went direQly to 
Bed without aſking Leave, which he never uſed 


to do. Miſs came in preſently after, and Mr. Clif- 
a ton 
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ten and Mrs. Martin were gone before 12; and 
then they all went to Bed. Swan was pretty much 
in Liquor. Miſs was particularly preſſing for her 
Uncle to go to Bed, and the Company to go away : 
Before they went to Bed a'l the Doors were faſ- 
tened, Miſs lay in the next Room to her Uncle, 
being parted by a thin Partition ; Swan lay on the 
ſame Floor; and herſelf in the Garret, The firſt 
Alarm ſhe heard was about Three o'Clock ; when 
looking out of the Window, ſhe ſaw Miſs 7 ies 
in the Yard, in her Shift; and Swan told her (this 
Witneſs) her Maſter was murdered, he feared, and 
deſired her to go and fee him; which the did, and 
found him wounded, and the Blood congealed. 
Upon which ſhe ran down Stairs and alarmed the 
Neighbours. \ 

Being aſked, where her Maſter kept his Piſtols ; 
ſhe ſaid, a Pair uſed to hang up in the Kitchen ; 
but after the Murder ſhe could find but one of 
them; but ſaw ſome Chippings of Lead on the 
Floor in the Kitchen, as if cut off from Bullets, 
which ſhe ſaw Swan fitting to the Piſtols. As to 
the Behaviour between Swan and Miſs, ſhe ſaid, 
Miſs uſed frequently to go into the Garden to him, 
at which her Maſter was greatly diſpleaſed, and 


threatened to alter his Will, and cut her off, if 


ſhe did not alter her Conduct. 

William Gallant, a Barber at WValtham/loaw, de- 
poſed, That the Week before Mr. Jeffries was 
murdered, John Swan came to him, and told him, 
Miſs Feffries wanted to ſpeak with him, and that 
he mult go to the Yard-gate, and ſhe would come 
to him, She came to him. This was the 25th of 
Tune; ſhe told him, ſhe had recommended him 
to make a Tete for a Lady, and deſired he would 
get her Uncle as far as Buckit's- Hill, and keep 
him out till it was pretty late at Night, and make 
him pretty much in Liquor; and if he ſpent Half a 
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Crown or a Crown in fo doing, the would give 
him as much for himſelf, He anſwered, That he 
did not think his Buſineſs would admit of it at that 
Time. She then caught bim by the Wriſt, and 
faid, Dear Gallant, do it this Week, if not, it muſt 
be done the next. She then ſaid, ſhe ſhould have 
Money very ſhortly; and if he wanted any, he 
ſhould have two or three Guineas, and ſhe ſhould 


not be in a Hurry for it. He then afked her, if 


there was any Thing more than ordinary in the 
Caſe? She replied, Yts ; ſhe wanted to ſpend a Day 
abroad, and when her Uncle came home ſo, (mean- 
ing in Liquor) he did not enquire after her. A 
few Days after this, the Murder was committed; 
and he went to the Houſe and ſaid, HYhere is that 
Villain Matthews? and told Swan, his Heart miſ- 
gave him about him. O! My Lad, (ſaid he) he it 
as inn cent as a Lamb, And the ſame Morning he 
ſaw the Priſoner Jeffries bounce herſelf down into 
a Chair in the Kitchen, and ſaid, Oh / J Hall die 
a worſe Death than my Uncle, 

James Thornton, Surgeon at Waltbamſteto, de- 
poſed, That he ſaw the Deceaſed about an Hour 
after his Death, when the Blood was congealed, 
and loſt out of thoſe ſmall Arteries where the 
Wounds were given. He aſked Miſs 7efries how 
it happened? She faid, ſhe was in a great Fright, 


and heard four Fellows running. down Stairs, cur- 


ſing and ſwearing ; and one of them ſaid, D-—n 
it, uno we have done all the Miſchief we can, let us 


ſet the Houſe en Fire, She ſaid farther, ſhe jumped 


out of Bed, and out of the Window. He aſked 
her, who came firſt to her Aſſiſtance, ſhe ſaid Mrs, 
Diaper, and then their Man Swan. As to the 
Wounds in the Deceaſed's Head, he believed they 
were all mortal. | 


Jehn Gall, Maſter of the Green Man and Bell, 


in If hitechape!, depoſed, That on the 19th of 


, June 3 
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June, Swan and Matthews were at his Houſe, and 
acted in the Manner that Matthews had related in 
his Evidence ; that they were confined in the Cage, 
and committed to Bridewell by Sir Samuel Gower, 
who at the ſame time deſired the Witneſs to ſend * 
to Waltbhamſtoiu, to know whether Swan belonged 1 
to Mr. Jeffries or not, and in the mean time to ; 
keep them in his Houſe. The Witneſs went him- - | 
ſelf to Waltham/tlaw, and ſaw Miſs {Gries and 
told her what had happened; when lhe promiſed, | 
that either her Uncle or ſhe would come the next 
Morning. She came accordingly, and went before 
Sir Samuel Gower, where ſhe owned the Piſtols as - 
belonging to a Gentleman who had been a Jour- 
ney with her, and had left them in her Cate to 
get cleaned, and had ſent them to Town by Stan, 
who was her Uncle's Man, and that the Ear-rings + 
were to be-carried to one Bentley, as a Security for 
ſome Money ſhe: had borrowed; upon which Sir 
Samuel diſcharged Swan and Matthews from Bride- 
well, Mifs promifing him (the Witneſs) to pay all 
the Expences. 

He further ſaid, That after the Death of Mr. 
Jeffries, hearing that Matthews was ſuſpected, he 
reſolved to apprehend him if he could find him; 
that on the gth of November laſt, Thomas Smith 
came to inform him, that he had ſeen + Matth-ws 
come out of the India Houſe, . Upon which the 
Witneſs went thither, where he was informed, that 
he had entered himſelf into the India Company's 
Service, and then lodged at a Houſe in Abel u- Build- 
in2s near Roſemary-lane; At this Houſe the Wit- 
neſs apprehended him, where he went by the Name 
of Thomas Smith; he carried him to the Three Tuns- 
in Lombard. Street, where he confeſſed his Name 
was Matthews, and knew who did the Murder, 
but did not do it himſelf. Upon which the Witneſs - 
carried. him before Sir Samuel Gower, who having 
. examined 
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examined him, committed him to Clerhenwell Bride. 
reli for further Examination. The Witneſs aſked 
Matthews, where he had been ſince Jeffrics's Death? 
He anſwered, he had been at Sea in the Earneft In- 
duftry, and was caſt away on the Capes of ir- 
ginia, and was taken up by Capt. Wolfe, in the 
Dolphin; all which the Witneſs found zfterwards 
to be a mere Invention of his own. In his Exami- 
nation before Sir Sammel Gguer, he was found in 
ſeveral Stories, | 

Ann Wright, who kept the Yorkſhire Grey at 
Stratford, depoſed, That Miſs 7effries being at her 
Houle, fell a crying, and ſaid, ſhe-had been get- 
ting Jahn Swan out of Bridewecll, and fetching a 
Sigh, ſaid, She feared ſbe ſhcu!ld be damned. About 
the Time of Mr. 7 ies's Death, Suan came and 
t 1d ber, his Maſter was ſhot with his own Piſtol, 
and he was going to London for a Surgeon, defir- 
ing her to get him a Coach; he ſeemed very much 
concerned, and fluſtered in his Spirits; but when 
he came back from London, he was very drunk at 
the Bottom of the Coach. 

Samuel Ad:ms of Walthamſ/t:wv, depoſed, That 
he heard Miſs 7effries cry out Fire! Thieves“ 
Murder ! and went to her Aſſiſtance; ſhe was at 
her Chamber-Window, and called out for a Lad- 
der, for there were Rogues and Thieves. He 
having no Weapon, went and got his Bill, and 
coming back, ſaw 7% Swan open the Street- 
Door in his Shirt. | 

Farmer Hillier, of J/altham/?ow, depoſed, That 
he came to the Houſe about 7 o' Clock in the Morn- 
ing, when he heard of the Murder, and was told, 


it was occaſioned by an Alteration Mr. Zeffries in- 


tended to make in his Will. He ſaw an Iron Bar 
ftanding by the Door that belonged to the Win- 
dow, 2nd the Lead regularly untwiſted on the In- 
five of the Window, as if a Glaſier had w_ it; 

rom 
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from which Circumſtance, he apprehended that 
ſome of the Family had done the Murder. Then 
the Witneſs, with others, got Rakes, and other 
Inſtruments, to ſearch the Pond for the Things 
that were ſaid to be ſtolen, They pulled out a 
Sack with Pewter, Brafles, a Silver Tankard, 
Spoons, c. As they were going before the Juſ- 
tice, Miſs 7effries ſaid to him (this Witneſs) ſhe 
hoped he would not ſuffer her to be uſed ill, She 
then called him to be a Witneſs, that ſhe had gi- 
ven to Mrs. Martin Bank-Notes to the Value of 
500 J. and a 5007. Bond; and as ſhe was getting 
into the Coach, ſhe took a Bank-Bill of a 100 /. 


out of her Boſom, and gave it to Mrs. Martin, to 


let her know, and that all the World might know, 
that Mr. Zeffries did not loſe his Life for the Sake 
of wronging Mrs. Martin's Children, which 100 /. 
was to be equally divided among the Children. 

Mrs. Gallant depoſed, That ſhe went to the 
Houſe preſently after the Murder was committed ; 
and about an Hour and a Half afterwards, ſhe heard 
Miſs Zefries bid Mrs. Buller take the Box of Writ- 
ings out of her Uncle's Room, and carry it into 
her's, to lock the Door, and bring her the Key; 
which ſhe did, 

Ri. hard Clark, of IValiham/l:w, depoſed, That 
he lived within 16 Yards of the Hou'e, and hear- 
ing an Outcry of Murder, &c. he went into the 
Court and ſaw Swan, and aſked him which Way 
they got in; Swan ſaid, he thought they got in at 
the Window backwards, and out at the Door; 
the Witneſs examined the Window and Door, 
looked about the Yard, and round the Premiſes, 
and though it was a dewy Morning, he could ſee 
no Dew beat off. Some Time before this, Miſs 
effries deſired the Witneſs to go with Swan to 
fetch a Horſe that was at Graſs in the Marſhes, 
and it being a hot Day they went to drink ; as 
E 6 they 
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they came along, he aſked the Witneſs, if he was 
a Man ſufficient to ſhoot any Thing? He anſwered, 
he never was a Sportſman, Swan replied, if he 
could, he could get him 50/7. and a good Horſe to 
ride on. | 

Jom Ball, a Butcher at Yaltham/tow, depoſed, 
That on the Morning the Murder was committed, 
he met Mr. Robert Cliften, and told him, Mr. If. 


fries was ſhot ; whereupon ny N to the Houle, 


and Mr, Clifton took hold of Mr. YSries's Hand, 
and ſaid, If you know who did this, hold up your 
Hand, or elſe let it be flill, Upon this he let his 
Handkerchicf, which he held in his Hand to wipe 
the Blood off his Face, drop on the Bed, and held 
up his Leſt- hand. This was between 3 and 4 in 
the Morning, and Mrs. Martin ſtood on the other 
Side of the Bed. 


The Priſoners were now called upon to make 
their Defence. Swan ſaid, he left it to his Coun- 
eil; and 7effries, that ſhe ſhould call Witneſſes to 
prove, that moſt of thoſe produced for the King 
were perjured, 

Elizabeth Diaper being called, depoſed, That 
ſhe lived within a few Yards of the Deceaſed ; that, 
between 2 and 3 o'Clock in the Morning, ſhe heard 
a Voice crying out, Diaper ] Diaper ! Upon which 
ſhe jumped out of Bed, opened the Window, and 
ſaw Miſs Fef/ries, and heard her crying out There 
are Rogues in the Houſe ;, and that the Maid was at 
the Window at the ſame Time. | 

This Witneſs fainted in the Court, and being 
carried out, her Huſband, John Diaper, was ſworn 
next; who depoſed, That, between 2 and 3 o'Clock 
in the Morning, he heard an Outcry of Murder, 
&c. He gat up, looked out, and faw Miſs half 
Way out of her Window, endeavouring to get 


down. He dreſſed himſelf, and ran to her Af- 


ſiſtance, 
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fit ance, and found her ſtanding at his Door. Pre- 


ſently he ſaw Swan had opened his Maſter's Door 


in his Shirt, and one Clark entered the Houſe be- 


fore him. They ſearched the Houle all over, to the 
Garden and Places adjacent, but could not ſee 


* 


any Marks of any Perſon that had gone from the 


Houſe, the Dew being on the Graſs. Swan ſeem- 


ing very much affrighted, ſaid, He wiſhed he had 


died with his Maſter, for he would have-lboft his awn 
Life to have ſaved his Maſter's. 
Mrs. Diaper, being recovered, was again brought 


into Court, and depoſed, That ſhe ſaw Miſs Fef- 
fries in her Shirt, and Mr. Buckle with her; and 


the Witneſs ſaid to her, O Miſs, how did you 
e get out?“ She ſaid, ** Out of the Win- 


« dow. For God's ſake, (ſaid ſhe) ſee where my 


“ Uncle is, and Foe Martin.” Swan came out 
undreſſed. Miſs was at her Door, and her Shift 
had no Blood upon it, or Marks, or Stains : It was - 
foul, and ſhe might have wore it two or three 


Days, 


Here Miſs Jeffries fainted away, and continued in 
Convulſions for near a Quarter of an Hour. 


This Witneſs farther ſaid, That the Maid open- 
ed her Maſter's Window, and cried out, Thieves / 


Rogues { They have opened my Maſter's Door, and 


cut his Throat from Ear to Ear. As ſoon as the 


Witneſs got to the Door, ſhe deſired the Maid to 


bring down the Child ; which ſhe did, and left it. . 


at Mrs. Martin's Door. When ſhe came into Mr, 
Zeſfries's Room, ſhe found him murdered, and the 

lood running acroſs his Throat. She generally 
nurſed him in his Illneſs, and obſerved Miſs very 
kind to him; and had known that John Swan had 
often fetched Mr. 7efries home from Chel/ea, the 
Fereft, and elſewhere, at all Hours, 
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Being croſs-examined, ſhe ſaid, the Window 
was directly over the Door, and had a Caſement 
big enough for a Perſon to get out at; and that 
Miſs had got out of the Window. many a time to 
get Jeſſamine: That ſhe ſaw the Wounds bleeding, 
and the Blood was warm; and that there were 
Merks of Blood on the Baniſter, on the right- 
hand Side going down: That ſhe ſaw them all 
(that belonged to the Family) ſtript in their Shifts 
and Shirts, and not a Spot of Blood upon them, 
William Davis depoſed, he heard Miſs Fefries 
crying out, For God's Sake, bring a Ladder ; and, 
, when the Door was opened, ſhe ſaid, Go and ſee 
for my Uncle, Fi Ib. lieve the Regues have killed him, 
He went up ſtairs, ſaw Mr. 7efries lying in his 
Bed, and blow his Noſe with his Handkerchief. 

He obſerved ſome Blood on the Baniſters, and on 
the Stairs. When he came down Stairs, ſhe order- 
ed him and the reſt to ſearch all about for the 
Rogues, and if fifty of them went, ſhe would pay 
them. She ſeemed to be a little frightened. Swan 
was very ready to aſſiſt them, with Rakes, to ſearch 
the Pond, 

Mary Buckle depoſed, that ſhe lived in the ſame 
Court where Mr. Teffrics did. On Wedneſday 
Morning, between 2 and 3 o'Clock, ſhe heard a 
Calling out, Rogues ] Im afraid the Houſe is on Fire. 
When ſhe came into the Court, ſhe ſaw Miſs 7ef- 
fries falling from a Window, The Witness aſked 
her the Reaſon of it : She ſaid ſhe was in a Dream 
when ſhe heard the Outcry in the Houſe, She ſaid, 
Don't mind me; go ſeek after my Uncle, She was in 
a real Fright and Concern: Her Shift was not 
clean, and no Blood upon it. And that ſhe heard 
ſome Men run down Stairs, and that they ſaid, 
« D.mnat'on to the old Rogue, they had done all 
« the Miſchief they could, and now they would 
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ce go down, and ſet the Houſe on Fire ;”” which 
forced her out of the Window, 

Catherine Griffiths depoſed to the ſame Effect as 
the others had done; with this Addition, That, 
when they had bolſtered Mr. Feſfries upright in his 
Bed, Miſs was in the Room, and, kneeling down 
on the Floor, ſaid, Pray Uncle, if you can ſpeak, 
ſpeak to me; if you cannot ſpeak, beld up your Hand, 
or make ſome Sign. He did not. He ſqueezed this 
Witneſs by the Hand, when. ſhe aſked him if he 
knew her: From which they took him to be ſen- 
ſible, (She is ſh:-wed ſome Splinters of the ſhivered 
Piſtol.) Theſe, ſaid ſhe, are thoſe. I had a Hand 
in picking up. He lived till about 8 at Night, and 


died. Before his Death, ſeveral People aſked him 


Queſtions ; but he held up his Hand to no Body, 
nor opened his Eyes. 

Rebert Clifion depoſed, that he had known Mr. 
ies many Years, was his Apothecary, and 
was with him the Day before he was murdered till 
the Evening. John Swan came to him about ten 
in the Morning, and defired the Witneſs to make 
all the Haſte he could, for he feared his Maſter 
was murdefed; and Miſs Fries aſked, if any 
Help could be had on Sunday f If there was, ſhe 
deſired he might have it. A Surgeon, who was 
there, imagined he would be dead betore any Help 
could come. The Witneſs really believed, that 
the Hand which diſcharged the Piſtol muſt be 
wounded by the Burſting of it; but John Swan was 
not wounded, and therefore he thought he did not 
diſcharge the Piſtol, He had taken Mr. 7 ies 
out, at the Requeſt of Miſs, that ſo ſhe might re- 
ceive a Vilit, or go and ſce a Friend. Miſs ſhew- 
ed a great Concern for the Loſs of her Uncle, 
which he believed was real. 

Being croſs- examined, he ſaid, if 70hn Swan had 
been inclined to do his Maſter a Milchief, he had 
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many better Opportunities, as there was many 2 
dark Night, when he came home with him : That 
his Horſe once went into a Pond, and he fell over 
his Horſe's Neck, and always expreſſed a Satisfac- 
tion in Swan, who then ſaved him. That Mi 
always behaved very dutifully, and he thought ſhe 
had no Hand in the Murder. And, in regard to 
the Piſtol which was found ſhattered in the Deceaſ. 
ed's Room, he thought it merely impoſſible that 
the Perſon who let it off ſhould eſcape unwounded, 

But it was obſerved, on the other Side, that the 
Piſtol was a long one, as appeared from the Length 
of the Rammer, as alſo the ſhattered Remains of 
the Piſtol, and that the Part where the Lock was 
fixed was entire, and conſequently the Hand that 
diſcharged it might not be hurt. That, at the 
Time he came to ſee Mr. Feffries, he told Mr, 
Forbes, that it was done by ſome of the Family, 
To which Mr. Clifton now replied, that he might 
ſay ſo through Surprize, but that he had no Suſpi- 


cion of any Perſon in the Houſe at that Time. 


Mr. Clifton was then aſked, if he had not that 
Morning (before the Trial came on, or the Even- 
ing before) received of Mifs Feffries 20 l. or 20 
Guineas? Mr. Cliften anſwered, That his Son 
told him he had a 20 J. Note, in Part, for Goods 
delivered to her: And all that paſled, directly or 
indirectly, was that he (the Witneſs) would not go 
in to Court unleſs the Money was paid. 

Anne Clifton, Wife of the laſt Witneſs, depoſed, 
That ſhe came to Mr. Feffiies Houſe about 4 
o'Clock that fatal Morning, where ſhe ſaw Mrs, 
Martin, who ſaid, ſhe had loſt the beſt Friend 
ſne had in the World: That, that Day, Mr. 7e#- 

ries intended to alter his Will, and to have pro- 
vided for her Family, for ſhe was his Daughter- 
n law. 

In regard to Matthews, Sir Samuel Gotuer de poſer, 
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That he was examined before him four or five 
Times, in Preſence of Mr, Bateman and Mr, 
9uarril: That when Matthews ſaid any Thing of 
the Fact of murdering Mr. Fries, he always ſaid 
he was hired to do it, and was offered Money, 
Sir Samuel asked him, why he did not make this 
Diſcovery ſooner, and then he might have appeared 
like an honeſt Man, and ſaved his Maſter's Life ? 
He anſwered, he did not know how to go about 
it. Sir Samuel told him, he prevaricated ſo much, 
that he could not put any Confidence in what he 
nid. 

Juſtice Quarril depoſed to the ſame Effect, and 
that Matthews always ſaid he was hired, and kept 
to that all the Time of his Examination, 

Sir Samuel Gawer's Clerk depoſed, that on Mat- 
thews's ſecond Examination, he ſaid he knew no- 
thing at all of the Murder, nor did he ever hear of 
it till he was taken; and, at his next Examina- 
tion, he contradicted himſelf, and ſaid, that what 
he before ſaid was a Lie. The Witneſs was de- 
fired to-go into another Room, to take his Con- 
feſſion, which he did, and ſigned it with his 
Mark, and he confeſſed that he was hired. 

The Priſoners having gone through their De- 
fence, the Council for the Crown, in their Reply, 
ſaid, That the Evidence produced, in ſupport of 
the Indictment, were clear, ſtrong, and perma- 
nent, and that the Evidence on the Part of the 
Defence, had not contradicted any one ſingle Cir- 
cumſtance that was advanced, on the Part of the 
Proſecution ; that indeed they had produced two 


worthy Magiſtrates, before whom Matthews was 


examined, in order to deſtroy the Credit that might 
be given to Matthews's Teſtimony ; but, inſtead 
of deſtroying it, they had abſolutely confirmed it; . 
for that the Sum of the Evidence of both thoſe 


Gentlemen was, that though Matibeun, in his ſe- 
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veral Examinations, in ſome Things greatly pre- 
varicated, yet, whenever he ſpoke of Mr. rien 
Murder, he always inſiſted that Swan and Mis 
Feffries, the two Priſoners, hired him to do it; and, 
at the fame Time, he as ſtrongly inſiſted, that he 
refuſed to do it : And therefore his Evidence, which 
might be called a poſitive one, ſupported by the 
many Circumſtances that attended it, left no Man. 
ner of Doubt but that the Priſoners were guilty ; 
and the Jury found them guilty accordingly. Death, 

On Thurſday, the Day after her Conviction, Miſg 
Teffries made the following Confeſſion, That what 
Metthews had ſworn was true, except that Part of 
his being in the Houſe at the Time the Piſtol went 
off: And that ſhe had this Murder in her Thoughts 
for two Years paſt, but never had a proper Op- 
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gaged and perſuaded Swan, and had offered Mat- 
thews Money to execute it, who agreed to do it: 
That, on the Night the Murder was committed, 
it was agreed between Swan and her, that they 
ſhould both go up to their reſpective Chambers, 
as if they were going to Bed; and, as ſoon as the 
Maid had locked her Door, and was ſuppoſed to be 
in Bed, ſhe (Miſs 7ef7:es) came out of her Room, 
and went to Swan's, and ſaid, Holloh! Are you 
awake ® He anſwered, Yes; and he was not un- 
dreſſed: And then ſhe went into her Uncle's 
Room, to ſee if he was aſleep, and took a Silver 
Tankard, a Silver Cup, and ſome Silver Spoons, 
from off a Cheſt of Drawers in the Deceaſed's 
Room ; then ſhe and Swan went down Stairs, and 
put the Plate, ſome Pewter, and Braſs into the 
Sack, till ſhe ſaid I can do no more, Swan and 
ſhe then drank a large Dram of Brandy; then ſhe 
went up Stairs into her own Chamber, where it 
was agreed ſhe ſhould undreſs herſelf, and lie till 
a Signal was given by a Knock at her Door or 

Wainſcot, 
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Fi Wainſcot, that her Uncle was murdered ; then ſhe 
8 was to open her Window, and cry out Diaper, 
1 Thieves, and Murder to, alarm the Neighbour- 
hood. She farther ſaid, That ſhe accidentally fell 
y alleep as ſoon almoſt as in Bed; but, on a ſudden, 
was awaked by ſome Noiſe in a Fright, when ſhe 
: hy and liſtened, and heard a violent Breathing or 


Gaſping, as if ſome Body was under a Difficulty of 
drawing their Breath; then ſhe concluded her 
Uncle was murdered, opened the Window, and 
made the great Alarm: DireQly after which ſhe 
came down Stairs, and Swan let her out of the 
S:rect- Door in her Shift, when ſhe run to Mrs, 
Dirter's Door, in the Court-Yard : Swan then 
{kut the Street- Door, and as ſoon as he heard the 
Neighbours were coming, and thought a ſufficient 
Alarm was made, he opened the Door again in his 
Shirt, and ran out as if he was juſt come out of 
his Bed in a Fright. She farther ſaid, that, previ- 
ous to the executing this. diabolical Deſign, they 
had taken, Care to cut. the Wire of the Bell on the 
Outide, which went from the Maſter's to the 
Maid's Room, to prevent his calling the Maid. 
Swan denied that he did the Murder, but that 
Matthews, who came in at the Garden-Gate, 
which Swan left open for that Purpoſe, actually 
did it with one of the Deceaſed's Piſtols, which 
hung up in the Kitchen ; and he (Swan) cut a 
Bullet to make it fit the Piſtol. He was implacable 
againſt Miſs Jeffries, for having made any Con- 
feſſion of this tragical Affair. 
Stan was hung in Chains in Epping- Foreſt, 
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T the Aſſizes held at Her/bam, Suſſex, in Ju 

1752, Sarah Pledge and Anne Whol: were 
indicted for the Murder of James NMhale, Huſband 
of the ſaid Arne; and being convicted upon the 
cleareſt Evidence, they received Sentence of Death 
accordingly, 


Inſtead of giving the Subſtance of the Evidence 
produced on the Trial of theſe two Criminals, we 
ſhall exhibit their genuine Confeſſions, fully and 
literally laid down, as taken before John Wicler 
and Samuel Blunt, Eſquires, two of the Juſtices of 
the Peace for the County of Sex; and, afier - 
wards, ſay ſomething of their Behaviour, Lives, 
and Actions, 


Thi Confeſſion of Anne Whale, 


This Examinant confeſſeth and ſaith, That, 
ſome Time in the Month of September 1749, ſhe 
was married to the foreſaid ames Whale; ſoon al- 
ter which they went and lived at a Place called 
Steepiusod, in the Pariſh of Chi/tington, where they 
continued till the Chri/fmas following, and then 
removed to the Pariſh of Pulborough, and ſtaid there 
till the 2d of Augu/t; at which Time they came 
to Breadbridge- Heath, in the Pariſh of H,rſhon, 
and rented part of a Houſe of Mr. Jobn Agate, in 
the other Part of which lived James Pledge, his 
Wife-and Family. Soon after their coming there, 
ſome Diſputes aroſe between Pledge's Wife and 
this Examinant, upon which her Huſband forbid 
Pl:4ge's Wife coming to their Part of the Houle ; 
which occaſioned frequent Quarrels between James 
Whale.and Pledges Wife: And one Morning, * 

this 
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this Examinant was fitting in her Apartment, 
Plidge's Wife came in to her, and faid to her, 
Nan, I fay, let us get rid of this Devil, meaning 
Anne Whale's Huſband ; upon which this Exami- 
nant ſaid, How? With ſome Poiſon, ſhe ſaid, 
Upon which this Examinant aſked her, how ſhe 
could come by it? To which ſhe replied, I have 
ſome over at my new Houſe, and you and I will 
go over and look for it, and, if that is not gone, 
it will do for him; and accordingly, ſome Time 
afterwards, Pledge's Wife, this Examinant, and 
her Huſband James Mhale, went over to the Houſe 
to ſee if Yhale would like it to rent it, and, while 
they were there, Pledge's Wife looked for the 
Poiſon ; but, as they were returning home eroſs 
the Common, ſhe told this Examinant, it (mean- 
ing the Poiſon) was gone ; but that ſhe ſhould go 
ſoon to Darking, and would get ſome there ; and 
accordingly ſhe went to Darking; but, there being 
a Perſon in the Shop who knew her, ſhe was afraid 
to aſk for it, as ſhe told this Examinant, and that 
ſhe would go to Ruſper, and get ſome there; ſhe 
went to Ruſper, but when ſhe came there, ſhe was 
afraid to aſk for it, being known by the People; 
and, upon her Return, ſaid, ſhe would go to Town, 
meaning Horſham, and get ſome of Mr. Harfoy, ' 
but this ſhe neglected to do, and ſaid the would 
do it without buying of any Poiſon : Upon which 
this Examinant aſked her how, but ſhe did not re- 
ſolve her; but only ſaid, She knew how. Soon 
after which ſhe went to her own Part of the Houſe, 
and went up Stairs, and this Examinant, in a little 
Time, followed her; and when ſhe came to her, 
being about to reſt her Arm on a Cheſt of Drawers, 
ſhe beat off a Paper ſrom the Top of a Cup, in 
which Pledge's Wife had put three Spiders, and, 
being much afraid of them, immediately ſtarted, 
and faid to her, Good God! what do you get 
them 
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them for? To which Pleage's Wife replied, They 
are pretty little Birds to do for the Prince (meaning 
IWhale's Huſband), and ſhe would get ſome more; 
for that, when ſhe had got enough, they would do 
for him, and no Body know but that he died 3 
natural Death; and then went into another Room, 
and into the Granary, and got ſome more Spiders, 
and put them into a Cup with ſome Beer, and 
baked them; and, after they were baked, ſhe 
ſqueezed them, and put them into a Bottle of Beer, 
and placed it on a Table for James Mhule to drink: 
But this Examinant (after ſhe was gone) took the 
Bottle and threw it into a Ditch. After which 
Pledge's Wife came and aſked this Examinant, if 
ſhe gave it to her Huſband ? To which ſhe replied, 
She did. Then ſhe aſked her again if he was ſick? 
To which ſhe anſwered, No. And then Pledge's 
Wife ſaid, Damn him, he has a Conſtitution as 
&« ſtrong as the Devil: The next Doſe'l get for 
& him ſhall be ſtrong enough.” And, in about a 
Week's Time, ſhe went to Herſbam, and bought 
a Penny worth of Poiſon, which ſhe called Wh) te 
Mercury, and, on the Monday before her Huſband's 
Death, as her Huſband and the were walking toge- 
ther upon the Common, ſhe ( Pledge's Wife) came 
towards them, and called this Examinant aſide, 
and told her, ſhe had got that that would do for 
the Prince (meaning her Huſband) in her Pocket, 
To which ſhe replied, She could not talk to her 
then, but would talk to her another Time. The 
next Morning Pledge's Wife came into her Apatt- 
ment while ſhe was at Breakfaſt, and pulled out the 
Poiſon, and told her it was White Mercury: To 
which ſhe anſwered it was Salts, and not Poiſon, 
To that Pledge replied, ** By G—d it is Poiſon, 
and it is that that ſhall do for your Huſband.” 
Upon which this Examinant told her, Why, you 
« won't do it, will you?” To which ſhe made 

| g Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, ©* Yes, by. G—d, I will, if you will 
« not.” To which this Examinant replied, “ If 
« we do it, we ſhall all be took up and hanged,” 


To which ſhe faid, “ No, it will never be found 


« out, if you don't tell; but, by Gd, you ſhall 
« have a Hand in it, or elſe you will tell ;” and 
then ſaid, ©* I will roll it, and get it ready, and 
« you ſhall put it in,” meaning into a Haſty-pud- 
ding, which this Examinant and Pledge's Wife 
agreed ſhould be got for James M hale's Dinner the 
next Day; and accordingly the next Day, being 
IVedneſday the ꝙth of October, ſhe got a Haſty- 
pudding for her Huſband's Dinner, at his own Re- 
queſt, he being very fond of it, While ſhe was 
getting it, her Huſband being in the Kitchen, 
Pledge's Wife came in, and gave the Poiſon to this 
Examinant in a Piece of Paper, rolled up, ſaying, 
« Here is the Snuff Sally Churchman has ſent you.“ 
Soon after which ſhe took part of the Pudding out 
of the Pot, and put the Poiſon into the reſt, her 
Huſband being intently looking at that Time upon 
the Child; after which ſhe eat what was firſt taken 
out, and her Husband eat Part of the Remainder, 
in which the Poiſon was put; and, in about Half 
an Hour's Time, her Huſband was taken ill, and 
vomited very much, but, nevertheleſs, went to his 
Landlord Mr, Azate's Houſe, to receive a Receipt 
for Rent which he had paid, and returned in the 
Evening much out of Order, and was very full of 
Pain all Night, and frequently vomited till Mid- 
night, and then grew worſe and worſe, till he died, 
about Seven or Eight o'Clock the next Morning, 
And this Examinant ſurther ſaith, That, ſome 
Time in the Harveſt, ſhe had been talking with 
Pledge's Wife about deſtroying her Huſband, when 
ſhe aſked Pledge's Wife if her. Huſband knew any 
Thing about it? Upon which ſhe ſaid, Go and 
talk to him about it” And accordingly this Ex- 

aminant 
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aminant went to James Pledge, and ſaid to him, 
« What ſhall I do to get rid of my croſs Devil?“ 
(meaning her Huſband.) To which Pledge replied, 
I'll tell you how: Get a Pennyworth of Poiſon, 
„ which is white Mercury, it is very much like 
& Loaf-Sugar, and put it into ſome Tea, or ſome 
% Beer, and ſweeten it well, and he won't taſte it, 
« for it has no ill Taſte at all, for I have taſted it: 
« It is only a little brackiſh.” To which this Ex. 
aminant ſaid, „If I do it, how ſhall I keep my 
« Child, and pay ſuch a large Rent ?” To which 
Pledge replied, ** You ſhall live with me Rent-free, 
*« ſo long as you continue a Widow.” Upon that 
the Examinant ſaid, By G—d ſo I will,” meaning 
poiſon her Huſband ; and Pledges Wife, who was 
preſent, ſaid, * By G--d fo we will, and Ill go 
«« pet the Poiſon.” And further this Examinant 
faith, That James Pledge came three Times to 
Town for Poiſon, but was afraid to buy it, for fear 
this Examinant would impeach him, as Pledge has 
declared to this Examinant ſince her Confinement, 


The Confeſſion of Sarah Pledge. 


This Informant ſays, That Anne Whale, a Pri. 
ſoner in the Gaol aforeſaid, came to this Informant's 
Houſe at Broadbridge- Heath, in the Pariſh of Hoy/- 
ham, in the County aforeſaid, on Monday the 7th 
of Oclober 1751, and told this Informant, if ſhe 
would buy her a Pennyworth of Poiſon, to poiſon 
her Huſband James hal: with, ſhe would give het 
Half a Guinea to buy a Gown, and if ſhe, Arn: 

 Whal:, was hanged for poiſoning her Huſband, ſhe 
would give this Informant 10 J. to look after her, 
Anne Whal:'s Child: That accordingly this Inform- 
ant, on the 7th of October 1751, received one Pen- 
ny of Anne M bale, and went to Mr. Harfoy, Apo- 
thecary at Horſham, and bought one Penny wort! 
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of white Mercury, and carried it to her own Houſe: 
That on Wedn:ſaany following, the ꝙth of Ocfober, 
about Noon, Ane J/hale came to this Informant's 
Houſe, and aſked her if ſhe had bought the Poiſon, 


This Informant ſaid ſhe had, and gave it to her, 
but deſired her not to give it to her Huſband ; to 
which ſhe replied, © By G-d I will; I will make a 


« Haſty Pudding, take out ſome for myſelf, and put 
© the Poiſon into the Bottom of the Pot, and let 
my Huſband ſcrape it up.” That ſhe Arne Whale 
then went into her own Houſe, and in half ag Hour 
afterwards returned to this Informant's again, and 
ſaid, ** She had given it (meaning the Poiſon) to her 
« Huſband, and that her Huſband was very lick : 
„That he came down and vomited very much.” 
This Informant ſays, in the Evening of the ſame 
Day, ſhe ſaw James M hale return home, and, juſt 
at his own Court, laid himſelf over the Rails and 
vomited very much, and ſoon after went into his 
oan Houſe : About Half an Hour afterwards, An 
I/hal- came into this Informant's Houſe, took her 
Warming Pan, and put her Huſtand to Bed: That, 
about 7 O Clock next Morning, Anne li hale called 
to this Informant, and deſired her to come and 
kelp her Huſb ind into Bed: That this Informant 
went up into James Il hale's Room, and found him 
very bad: She went and called 79% Eade and 
George Elliat junior, to put him into Bed: About 
Half an Hour aſterwards, ihis Informant went up 
into James H/hale's Rœom, and found him lie dead. 
The Mark S. PF. 
of Sarah Pledge. 

Thus an innocent Perſon was hurried out of the 
World by two perfidious, traiterous, malicious, 
ceviliſh Women, one of whom ought to have been 
his belt Friend, and, as it were, one Half of him- 
ſelf, and the Mother of a Child by him, and that 
without the leaſt Proſpe& of Advantage from ſuch 
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a horrid deteſtable Crime. This is really aſtoniſh. 
ing ! I ſhall now proceed to give a brief Account 
of this Wicked Woman Anne Ii hale's Extraction 
and juvenile Conduct, till.the Time ſhe was mar. 
ried to the deceaſed James l tale. 125 
Anne bale was born at Horſham, in the County 
of Suſſex, of honeſt and reputable Parents : Her 
Father was a Butcher, and kept the Cock near the 
Gaol in the ſame Town, but had been dead ſome 
Years, who gave her an Education ſuitable to his 
Station and her Capacity; but her Mother lived 
to ſee the ignominious End of this wretched Daugh- 
ter; the Report of which conſtrained her to quit 
her Abode, and to retire into another County till 
the Tragedy was finiſhed. 
This Annes Whale was 21 Years of Ape laſt 
ons at which Time ſhe became entitled to the 
um of 80 J. hy Legacy or otherwiſe, but did not 
enjoy it on Account of her unhappy Conduct: 
And it is highly probable that that vile Creature, 
Sarah Pledge, acted her Part with no other View 
than to have this Money come into her Hands, to 
ſupport herſelf and ſeven Children ; But, as Juſtice 
overtook both, it may now ſerve to ſupport Zhalt's 
Child, of whom ſhe always ſeemed very tender. 
After the Death of her Father, ſhe turned out a 
very diſorderly Girl, and gave a Looſe to her wild 
and roving Inclmations; and was ſo far from heark- 
oning to the wholeſome Admonitions of her Mo- 
ther,, who. inceed was but too indulgent to her, that 
ſhe left. her, ſtrolled about the Country, aſlociated 
herſelf with looſe and diſorderly Perſons of both 
Sexes, which inſenſibly led her into thoſe evil Ha- 
bits, which cancelled. every Virtue and enlivened 
every Vice, Yet the Mother uſed all poſſible 
Means to reclaim her, and prevent the Ruin ſhe 
was daily and houtly bringing upon herſelf by her 
itregular Conduct. However, ſhe got her mw 
rom 
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tom her looſe Companions, and had likewiſe the 
Satisfaction of diſcovering ſome Signs of Contrition 
and Amendment in her Daughter : But, fearing 
a Relapſe, or being jealous of her Daughter's Sin- 
cerity in regard to her Amendment, imagined th: t 
Matrimony would be a probable Means of prevent- 
ing her Return to her bad Courſes, The unfortus 
nate James Il hale was an induſtrious honeſt Man, 
who got his Bread by his Labour. She pitched up- 
on this Man as an agreeable Match for her Daughs 
ter, and ſhe ſoon found out Methods to bring it 516 
bear, for they were married in about ten Days aftet 
their firſt ſeeing each other. But ſuch haſty Bar- 
gains are ſeldom productive of happy Reents. 

As to that wicked old Woman Sarah Pledge, who 
was Confederate in this unnatural and inhuman 
Murder, ſhe was Couſin to Anne Whale, and knew 
that there was a Sum of Money coming to the ſaid 
Anne when ſhe was of 21 Years of Age, and had 
a great Inclination to finger ſome of it, if not the 
whole : But ſhe knew alſo that James Mal:, the 
Huſband, was an inſurmountable Obftacle, and 
had nothing to hope from his near and covetous 
Diſpoſition; ſhe therefore contrived this hellifh 
Project to deſtroy him, and prevailed on his own 
Wife to be the Executioner. 

Anne Whale was a very genteel young Woman, 
and behaved with. great Decency and Reſignation 
during her Confinement: They both received the 
Sacrament in one Room the Day befofte Ruedutjbn, 
and freely forgave each other, Saru Nledgd ac- 
knowledged that fhe had once a Baſtard Child, 
which ſhe: threw into a Pond to conceal her Shame, 
but that it was ſtill- born. This ſhe mentionedbto 
Ane Thal:, to diſſipate her Fears, and edconragt 
her to pbiſon her Huſband, when [ſhe hearl” Anne's 
Objection, that Murder never went undiſcoveted. 
She had a Female Friend who came often to ſee 
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her, while under Confinement, and who common. 
ly read ſome good Book to her; but Sarah inter- 
rupted her one Time, in requeſting her to perſuade 
her Huſband, Pledge, not to marry again; which 
i!l-timed and unſeaſonable Requeſt provoked the 
Woman ſo, that ſhe never went near her any 
more. The Morning of her Execution ſhe ſent 
for her Huſband, who came to her, and took a 
laſt Adieu. One of her Children attended her 
to Execution. She once (as reported) expreſſed 
herſelf. in Gaol, „ That ſhe hoped to ſce the 
young Bitch burnt before ſhe was hanged:“ 
But! ſne was diſappointed, being hanged upwards 
of tuo Hours before the other was burnt. She 
deglared a great Averſion to Fack Ketch, and pro- 
teſted, ſhe would ſooner chuſe to go naked to 
the Place of Execution, than that he ſhould have 
her Cloaths ; but, notwithſtanding this Animoſity, 
Fack K-tch ſoon deprived her of Life and her 
Cloaths too. 45 

A:ne Whole was led to the Stake, her Back 
chained thereto, and then ſtrangled ; and, in about 
five Minutes, the Fire was kindled, and her Body 
conſumed to Aſhes. | 
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William Hurley, for Murder. 1753. 
AT the Aſſizes held at Croydon, for Surry, in 
h April 1753, Mill am Hurley was indicted for 
that he, on Foſhrra New'on, did make an Aſſault; 
and, with a Club or large Stick, him the ſaid Joſhua 
did ſtrike, beat and cut, over the Head, Face, 
Neck, Breaſt, and Shoulder, in a deſperate and 
cruel-Manner, the 1 6th of Atril 1752, about Two 


in the Morning, of which Wounds and Bruiſes he 
Toes) Fr | lapguiſhed 


* 
21 ol 


William Hurley, for Murder. 101 


languiſhed till the 3oth of the ſame Month, and 


then died. 

He was a ſecond T ime indicted on the Coroner's 
Inqueſt; and a third for robbing Jaſbua Newton of 
two Guineas and ſome Silver, and a Pair of Metal 
Buckles, 

William Miatherſton. I keep the Crown, a Pu- 
blic- Houſe at the Foot of J/:/imin/ler- Bridge, on 
the Surry Side. On the 15th of April laſt, about 
Six in the Evening, the Priſoner, one Rogers. and 
his Wife, a Soldier, and two Women, came to 
my Houſe. After ſome little Time, Words ro'e 
between the Priſoner and the ſaid Rogers about a 
Game of Cards they had been playing before they 
came to my Houſe : They ſent to t! e Noah's Ark 
for N:wvton, the Deceaſed, to come to them; he 
came between Eight and Nine. The Soldier, and 
the two Women went away at Nine o'Clock ; then 
there were the Priſoner, the Deceaſed, Rygers and 
his Wife, and one James Maſters. They conti- 
nued Drinking till between One and Two in the 
Morning, then they all went away: Rogers and 
his Wife went away over the Bridge, a/ters turn- 
ed on the Right-hand to go Home to Lambetb, and 
the Priſoner and the Deceaſed went together to- 
wards St. George's Fields. 

2. Did the Priſoner and the Deceaſed live to- 

ether ? | 

' IVeather/lone, The Deceaſed was in Liquor, and, 
the Priſoner ſaid, it was not ſafe for him to go 
Home alone; therefore inſiſted he ſhould lie with 
him at: the Dog and Duck, in the Grange- Road. 
When I got up, about 5 in the Morning, I was 
told a Man was robbed and almoſt murdered in $7. 
Cecrge's Fields. I went to ſee if it was either of 
thoſe who went from my Houſe. In my Way 1 


met with the Maſter of St. George's Work-Houle. 


| went with him to the Work-Houſe, and there 
F 3 found 
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he heard the Priſoner ſay to the Deceaſed, © You 
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found it was Newton who was uſed fo ill, for he 
was all over bloody, and ſadly cut and mangleq, 
I aſked him who it was that had ſerved him o i 
He ſaid, The little Fellny Will, the Man that afte! 
me to liz with him. I:faw him two or three Times 
afterwards, and he always ſaid the ſame Thing. 

D. Was he in his perfect Senſes when he declar- 
ed this to you ? 


 Weatherſ/tone, Yes ; he lived 14 or 15 Days after 
he was aſſaulted, 


Mafſters, the other two Men that were with him 
at your Houſe ? 
* Weather/ione, Yes, and they were both before 
im; and he ſaid, neither of thoſe was the Man, 
it wasthe little Fellow Will. After the Death 
of Newton, I went with two other Men down to 
Sbepton Mallet, where I heard the Priſoner was in 
Bridewell, with the Coroner's Warrant, and lodged 
.a Detainer againſt him for the Murder, 
©, Had you any Diſcourſe with the Priſoner at 
that Time? 

Watherſfione. I aſked him how he could uſe the 
Man in that cruel and barbarous Manner? Could 
not you rob him without beating him ſo? He re- 
plied, I ho can tell that? There was no Body there 
tut he and IJ. I then aſked him why he took his 
Buckles, and whether he took them for Silver ? 
His Anſwer was, I he has told you one Thing, be 
% told you all, This was on the 16th of ul). 
I'#m- ſure the Priſoner is the fame Man. 

James Smith Servant at the Crown, depoſed, That 


hall go and lie along with me, for you are in 
* Liquor.” They both went away together. 

i Fehn Maſſam. I am Maſter of St. George's Work- 
Houſe. On the 16th of April, about 5 o'Clock, 
I'was called up, and told a Man was almoſt 8 5 
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St. Grorge's Fields, I took the Chair with me, and 
went thither; there I found a Man weltering in his 
Blood: His Coat was pulled off, and laid upon 
him very bloody; this Stick by him. [The Stick 
produced, and appeared to be a large rugged Faggot- 
Stick, as big as @ ſtout Man's N yiſt, and very bloody. 
| had him carried to the Work-Houſe, and called 
Mr. Bullock the Surgeon. As I was going I met 
Mr. [Featherflone and Mr. Buſh: They went with 
me to the Work-Houſe ; there the Deceaſed ſaid, 
IVather/lone was the Man at whoſe Houſe they 
had been drinking the Night before ; and ſaid it 
was a little Man who had uſed him fo ill, his 
Name was Will, but could not remember his other 
Name. | 

2; How did he appear to you? 

Maſſam. Very much beat and cut, and very 
bloody; his under Lip was ſo cut, that it hung 
down, 7:0 
Nathaniel Buſh. I was at the Crown the 15th of 
April, and ſaw the Priſoner, a Soldier, and two 
Women come in there, Next Morning I went, 
with Mr. J/eather/lone, to the Work- Houſe : There 
the Deceaſed ſaid, The little Man that aſked me to 
go and lie with him took a Stick out of ſome Bavins 
that lay in the Road, and ſaid it would ſerve to guard 
us over the Fields; and, in the Fields be came be- 
hind me, knocked me down and beat me, and after- 
wards took from me two Guineas and ſome Silver, He 
was very much beat and cut about the Head and 
Face, his under Lip was cut and hung down, and 
I believe his Scull was broke. G 

Q. to Weatherflone. Did the Deceaſed pull out 
any Money at your Houſe ? es 

Meatberſtone. He pulled out ſome Gold and Sil- 
ver in the Priſoner's Company, and I belieye the 
Priſoner ſaw it. 

| 4 Pon 
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John Sandal. The Priſoner and I were born in 
the ſame Pariſh. On hearing of this Murder, and 
that the Priſoner could not be found, I ſent a Let- 
ter into the Country to enquire after him, and was 
informed, by my Anſwer, that he was in Shepton- 
Ma'let Bridewell. J went, with my Brother and 
13 Mr. I tatber one, thither, and a Detainer was 
45 lodged againſt him. 
| Joſeph Sandal confirmed his Brother's Evidence, 
! Ar. Paul. I am a Surgeon belonging to St. The- 
J mas's Hoſpital. On the 16th of April, Jaſbua Neuw- 

{, 


182 Was brought to the Hoſpital very much cut and 
bruiſed, and all over bloody; his under Lip was 
divided, and hung down; his Fore-head was laid 
bare to the Scull, but the Scull was not broke: 
He had two Wounds on the Back of the Head, 
abut an Inch long each, many Bruiſes over the 
Breaſt, Face, Neck, and Stomach: His Neck was 
ſo bruiſed. that he could not hold his Head up- 
fight. I did not diſcover any Rib or Bone 
to be broke, When he was brought in, his Cloaths 
were all oer Blood, his Countenance pale and 
ghaſtly, and his Pulſe low. After dreſſing him, 
and uſing proper Medicines, he grew better, and 
I had Hopes of his Recovery; but, on the 22d, he 
rew worſe, his Fever was greatly increaſed, his 
ounds looked badly, and a Purging enſued. In 
this Condition he languiſhed until the zoth, and 
then died. There is no Doubt but the Wounds 
and Bruiſes he received were the Cauſe of his 
Death. | 5 
Tbe Priſoner, in his Defence, pretended that, 
on their coming from the Public-Houſe, perceiving 
the Deceaſed was in Liquor, he invited him to go 
and lie with him: That, as they were going over 
St. George's Fields, three Men attacked them, one 
of them knocked him down, and robbed him of 


85. 31d. That, when he recovered, he ran back 
to 
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to the Crown, and knocked hard at the Door to 
get Aſſiſtance, but could not make them hear; that 
afterwards he went over the New Bridge, and tar- 
ried the reſt of the Night, and told the Watch» 
men what had happened, and the next Morning 
he went into the Country, as he before intended. 

But having no Witneſs to prove any Part of th.s, 
or to his Character, the Jury found him G19. 
Death, And he was hanged accordingly. 


* 


Job Wells, for a Rape on his own Daughter. 


T the Aſſizes held at Hert/ord, in Auguſt, 
1753, 7% Wells was indicted, for that he 
not having the Fear of God beſote his Eyes, on 
the 27th of April, on Maria Wells, his own 5 
ter, did make an Afſl.ult, and her, by Violence, 
did carnally know. | | 
$f Look upon the Priſoner; do you know 
im! 
M. Nells. Yes, he is my own Father. 
Priſoner. Mar a, take care what you ſay, for 
ou have a Soul to be ſaved as well as I, For my 
art, I am not afraid of D-ath, 


At this the Titnefs burſt into a Flood of Tears, 


29. Child * compoſe yourſelf, and teil the 
Court what you have to ſay againſt the Priſoner, 

M. Nell. One Day my Father came home very 
ſoon in the Afternoon, and went to Bed. It was the 
2-ih of April, about 5 or 6 o'Clock; he bid me 
come to bed to him; I refuſed ; then he pulled out 
a Knife, and ſwore, if I did not, he would rip me 


She was between 16 and 17 Years old, and ſhort 
el her Ape, "IE 
F 5 up, 


The next Night about g o'Clock, my Father ſwore, 


he has, indeed. 


-a Crying or Moaning in the Priſoner's Houſe, and 
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up, or cut my Throat. Then, after I had un- 
dreſſed my Brothers and Siſters, I went to Bed to 
him. 

| What happened to you after you was in 
Bed; you muſt ſpeak out. 

M. Wells. My Father pulled open my Legs, 
and got between them; then I cried out, and he 
threatened to kill me if I did not lie quiet; then 
he did fo and fo to me. 

2, The Law requires, that in this Caſe you 
ſhould ſpeak out in plain expreſs Words, 

AM. Ieils, After he had got between my Legs, 
he put his * * * into me by Force, and hurt 
me very much. Then I felt ſomething warm 
come from him into me, 

2. Did you ſtay in Bed after this? 

AT. Wills. No; I got out of Bed almoſt naked; 
IT got out of Doors, and went upon the Common, 
and there ſtaid till I thought he was aſleep, then [ 
went home, and went to Bed to the Children, 

2. Did you complain of this to any one the 
next Day? | | 

M. Wells, No; for my Father ſaid, If I told 
any Body what he had done, he would kill me, 


that if I did not come to Bed to him, he would kill 
me ; and for Fear of being killed, I did go to bed to 
Him again, and he did the ſame as he did the Night 
before, 1 | 

Mo, Did you mention this to any Body the next 
ay ?_ Dry + 

M ell. The next Day Mary Hitchcock aſked 
me, what was the Matter that I cried ſo; and! 
told her, my Father wanted to make a Whore of 
me; and ſhe ſaid, I hope he has not; but I ſaid, 


May Hitchcock, On the 28th of April, T heard 


next 
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next Day I aſked Maria, what was the Matter that 

| there was a Noiſe in their Houſe ? She ſaid, her 

Father wanted to make a Whore of her, and ſhe 

would not let him; ſaid I, J hope he has not dong 

it; he has, ſaid ſhe, and fell a crying ; for he 

threatened to kill me if I did not let him. I then 

went to the Overſeers, to tell them of it, for I 
thought it ought to be looked into; and the Overs 

ſeers ſent for Dr. Law to examine her. 

Fe Law. I am a Surgeon, and live at Red- 
burn; on the 29th of April laſt, I was ſent for by 
the Overſeers of the Poor, to examine Maria 
IViils; and found that Violence had been uſed to 
her, for her private Parts were much ſwelled ; and 
that there had been a Penetration; I examined the 
Girl concerning it, and ſhe ſaid, her Father had 
lain with her by Force; and ſhe farther owned to 
me, that ſhe felt ſomething come from her Father 
warm into her, The Overſeers then got a War- 
rant, and had him taken up, and carried before 
Juſtice Carpenter, who committed him to {Tertfird 
Goal, and the Girl was ſent to Sr. Alban's Work- 
houſe, 


The Priſoner, in his Defence, ſaid, he knew 
nothing of the Matter; that he was drunk that 
Night, and that ſhe came to Bed to him wil- 
lingly. He called Patience Ivory. 

Patience Iuory. I am Siſter to the Priſoner ; 1 
ſlaw Maria the Day my Brother was taken, up, 
and ſhe did not complain to me, and unn walk 
as well as at any other Time. 

The Priſoner having nothing more to o ay, che 
Jury found him Guilty. Death. ö 


During the whole Trial he appeared daring and 
undaunted, which ee che Court to me 
mand him oſten. | | 
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at Hemel Hempſtead, in Hertfordſhire, and was 


there was in not being ingenuous in his Canfeſſion, 


108 Job Wells, for a Rape 
Job Willi was about 43 Years of Age, and both 


brought up in Hufbandry ; his Parents being poor, 
could give him no Education, ſo that he was groſs- 
ly ignorant of religious and moral Duties: When 
about 19 Years of Age, he married a poor, but 
honeſt induſtrious Woman, by whom he had a 
great many Children, eight of whom were living 
at the Time of his Death, He worked for many 
People in and near Redburn. He always bore the 
Character of an honeſt Man, with reſpect to his 
Emp'oyment, but much given to Women, eſpe- 
cially when he had been drinking, and then he was 
a downright Brute. 

His Wife died about a Year ago, in Child-bed; 
and there was a ſtrong Report that he was the Oc- 
caſion, by forcibly going to Bed to her the next 
Day. He did not care to anſwer directly to the 
Queſtion aſked him concerning this Report, but 
only ſaid, There are more Things ſaid of me than are 
true ; ſo that, by not denying it, there is too much 
Reaſon to ſear it was true. 

That he was a very profligate and abandoned 
Wretch, is plain from the Expreſſion he made 
uſe of, when he was committed to Gaol for the 
Crime for which he ſuffered, which was, There ts 
ner a Man in Redburn dare go through Hell le- 
Jeaes myſelf. * 

After bis Condemnation, he was conſtantly vi- 
ſited by a Reverend Clergyman in the Town, who 
took great Pains to bring him to a Senſe of his 
wretched Condition. At firſt he did not ſeem to 
think his Crime ſo great as it was, and would en- 
deavour to extenuate it by ſaying, he was drunk 
at that Time; but he did not uſe any Violence to 
his Daughter, and that ſhe came to Bed to him at 
his bidding, But when he was ſhewn the Danger 


and 
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and that however he might think to deceive Men, 
God would not be mocked ; that not only all his 
Actions, but his very Thoughts and Intentions 
were naked and open to his Eye; he cried out, that 
he was a wretched Sinner ; that he juſtly deſerved 
the Puniſhment that was to be inflicted on him, 
and earneſtly begged for Forgiveneſs, and that all 
Perſons would pray for him. 

As he could not read himſelf, one of his Fellow- 
priſoners conſtantly read tov him, and he always 
ſeemed much affected therewith. 

On Sunday, the 26th, being the Day before his 
Execution, he received the holy Sacrament, after 
being at Church in the Morning, and hearing an 
excellent Sermon. 

In the Afternoon of the ſame Day, when he 
came from Church, he cauſed the following Paper 
to be written and ſent to his Brother, 


oy 

© He hopes his Daughter will freely forgive him, 
© as he freely forgives her, and acknowiedges his 
« Guiit, and hopes his Children will take Warn- 
ing by him; and begs that his Relations and 
* Neighbours will give them all the beſt Advice 
that is in their Power; he alſo begs of Mrs, Xe, 
© at the Cock at Rediu n, where his Son is, that ſhe 
will give him the beſt Advice that is in her 
© Power; and prays to God to blels all his Chil- 
* dren, and hopes God Almighty will receive his 
Soul into his everlaſting Kingdom,” 


In the Morning about 10 o'Clock, the Priſoner 
was taken out of the Gaol and led. to Church, 
where another excellent Sermon was preached be- 
fore him; and a large Congregation. 

After he came from Church, he was put into a 
Cart, and fat on his Coffin all the Way to the Place 
of Execution, whither he was attended by a Cler- 
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' © under the Direction of the Clergyman that vi- 
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gyman, who ſpent ſome Time in Prayer with him 
and for him; after which, the Priſoner addreſſed 
himſelf to the numerous Spectators to the Effect 
following: | | 


© That he had been a moſt grievous Sinner; 
that God's Judgment had juſtly overtaken him; 
that he acknowledged his Guilt, and was ſincere- 
ly forry for that, as well as for all the former 
Sins of his Life. That ſince his Condemnation 
he had received more true Satisfaction, though 
in Priſon, (where he had met with the kindeſt 
Treatment) by applying to religious Exerciſes, 
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* fited him, than he had experienced in all his Life 
© before; and concluded with theſe Words: I de- 
© fire all people to take Warning by me; I heartily 
forgive my Daughter, and hope ſhe does me; but 
* ſhe muſt repent, as well as I, or her Soubtwill ne- 
ver be ſaved. | 


After a few Minutes ſpent in private Prayer, he 
was turned off, crying out, Lord have Mercy upon 


me 5 &c, 


Dr. M—1l—y, 4 Man- Midwife, For not 
| doing bis Office. 1754. Py 
(4 Trial at Common. Law.) 


9 T the Sittings at Guildhall, London, March 2, 
A 1754, a Cauſe was brought on to Trial be- 
tween Richard Maddocks, Gent. Plaintiff, and Dr. 
M—rl—y, Phyſician and Man- Midwife, Defen- 
dant, for promiſing and undertaking, and not per- 
forming, his Office as ia -Man-Mid wife, in the 
Delivery of the Plaintiff's Wile, £2 40 
Na 9 0 The 


— — — 


110 00 


— 


1 ©: - (of 


* a 


, —»” 


-- TY | +» L 


for not doing his Duty. 11 

The Plaintiff declared againſt the Defendant in 
an Action upon the Caſe; for that the Defendant 
uſing and exerciſing the Art, Myſtery, or Profeſ- 
ſion of a Man-Midwife; and the Plaintiff's Wife 
being pregnant and in Labour, he, on the 29th of 
May, 1753, retained the Defendant to aſſiſt her 
in her Delivery; and that the Defendant did pro- 
miſe and undertaketo attend on and aſſiſt the Plain- 
tiff's Wife in ſuch her Delivery. But the Defen- 
dant, notwithſtanding ſuch his Promiſe and Un- 
dertaking, did neglect to attend and aſſiſt the Plain- 
tif's Wife in her Labour, though required fo to 
do; whereby the Plaintiff's Wife underwent great 
Labour and Pain, and for Want of the Defendant's 
Aid and Aſſiſtance, was brought into ſuch a State 
and Condition, that ſhe from that Time languiſh- 
ed, until the 3oth of Augy/? then next enſuing, 
when ſhe died. And the Plaintift laid, with ſeve- 
ral other Counts, his Damages at 5000 J. 

To this the Defendant pleaded, That he did 
not promiſe and undertake in Manner and Form as 
the Plaintiff declared againſt him, and put himſelf 
on his Country; and the Plaintiff did fo likewiſe. 

On Saturday the 2d of March, 1754, this Cauſe 
came on to be tried before Mr. Fu/tice Fo/ter, at 
Guildhall, by a Special Jury. 

Mr. Hufjey, of Council with the Plaintiff, brief- 
ly opened the Declaration, and Mr. Hume Camp- 
tell, on the ſame Side, ſtated the Facts, and ex- 
patiated Jargely on the Nature of the Cauſe, very 
pathetically deſcribing the ſevere Sufferings of Wo- 
men in Child-bearing; in which Condition the 
were juſtly entitled to all the Comfort, Aſſiſtance, 
and Relief that poſſibly could be given to them; 
that it was cruel and unnatural to with-hold the 
helping-hand from a poor Creature, labuuring, as 
it were, between Life and Death, and crying out 
under the moſt agonizing Pains and a ; 
chat 
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that Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance, in this ReſpeR, is 
due and given to the moſt abandoned of the Female 
Sex; much more does it belong to a virtuous, mo- 
deſt, and loving Wife, between whom and her 
Huſband there always was the moſt ſincere and af. 
fectionate Tenderneſs. 

Now if it ſhould be proved, as I apprehend it 
will, that the Defendant did promiſe and under- 
take, and afterwards neglected to give his Attend- 
ance on this Lady, in the Extremity of her dan- 
gerous Travail, and that ſuch his Neglect was at- 
tended with the moſt fatal Conſequences both to 
her and her Infant, I doubt not but you, Gentle- | 
men, will be of opinion, that the Plaintift is en- | 
titled to the largeſt Damages you can give him; 
eſpecially if it ſhould appear to you, as my Inſtruc- 
tions inform me it certainly will, that the Defen- 
dant could not plead Ignorance of the Danger the 
Patient was in, becauſe after he had examined her, 
he declared that to be his Opinion ; he never ſaid, 
that her Caſe was paſt his Judgment to relieve ; 
for then, if he had been an honeſt Man, he would 
have demanded Aſſiſtance from ſome other able 
Practitioner; neither could he affirm that he wanted 
proper Help, for both the Midwiſe and Apothe- 
cary were there ready to obey any Order he ſhould 
give them. What then could be his Motive to re- 
fuſe a Woman his Relief in ſo terrible a Con- 
juncture? J have not yet learnt, that he ever al- 
ledged any Reaſon or Pretence for a Refuſal, ex- 
cept the Smalineſs of a Fee, on the like Occaſion, 
ſome Years before ; though the Plaintiff now, 
made him, what I ſhould think, a very generous 
Offer. If this ſhould appear to be the only Mo- 
tive for his barbacous Treatment of this unhappy 
Patient, you will, no Doubt, be of Opinion, chat 
he deſerves the moſt exemplary rn. 

| entle - 


1 . "li " RET wer" —— co Q_ BS os ae a — — 2 


for not doing his Duty. 112 
Gentlemen of the Jury, give me Leave to ad- 
dreſs myſelf more particularly to you, on this Oc- 
calion. You are, I believe, the greateſt Part of 
you, married Men: Now make the Caſe your own: 
Which of you whoſe Wife is in Labour, does not 
immediately call for all the Help you can get? You 
ſend for a Midwife ; ſhe comes, but ſoon finds it 
exceeds her Skill to give the neceſſary Relief; ſhe 
very honeſtly tells you ſo; you directly fend for a 
Man-Midwife, whoſe ſuperior Judgment may be 
relied on ; he comes and finds the good Woman 
in a very dangerous Situation, in which Condition 
he leaves her, promiſes to return in an Hour or 
two's Time, but does not ; you ſend to him again, 
nay, go to him yourſelf, and entreat him to come, 
yet he abſolutely refuſes; and your Wife, toge- 
ther with the Fruit of her Body, and perhaps the 
Hopes of your Family, die for Want of his Aſſiſt- 
ance z would you not expreſs the higheſt Reſent- 
ment for ſuch an injurious Treatment ? Would 
you not endeavour, by all Means poflible, to do 
yourſelf ſuſtice on ſuch a Miſcreant? And though 
no Recompence can be made for the Loſs of a Life, 
eſpecially of a Life ſo dear to you, yet ſurely your 
own irreparable Loſs, as well as the Reſpect you 
owe to the dear Memory of the Deceaſed, will 
ſpur you on to ſeek ſuch as the Law will allow 
you, Now, if we ſhould prove this to be the Plain- 
tiff's Caſe, by ſufficient and inconteſtible Evidence, 
and that the Defendant has been guilty of the moſt 
eruel and inhuman Uſage to this unhappy Lady, 
in the Manner I have ſet forth, I believe you will 
be of opinion, that, though by the Law, in this 
Caſe, his Profeſſion has exempted him from cor- 
, Poral Puniſhment, yet that you cannot make him 
ſuffer too ſeverely in his Pocket. 
He farther ſet forth, That the Action was 
brought by the Plaimiff againſt the Defendant, 
er: not 
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not only to recover Damage for the great Loſ; 
he had ſuſtained by Means of the Defendant's 
Neglect and Default in his Profeſſion, (that being 
irreparable) but in order to deter others of the ſame 
Profeſſion from the like contemptuous Negligence 
of their Duty, in Caſes where the leaſt Dela 
might occaſion the Loſs of the moſt valuable Lives, 
The Caſe here was this: Mrs. Maddecks baving 
gone her full Fime, had Mrs. Hopkins, a Woman 
of great Experience and Reputation, attending her 
in Mr, Maddocks's Houſe, in Crane-Court, Fleet- 
fireet. On the 29th of May laſt, Mrs. Maddocls 
being laid in Bed, had the Symptoms of Labour 
come upon her; which Mrs. Hopkins carefully ob- 
ſerving, apprehended her Labour would be extreme- 
323 and giving Intimation of it, deſired 
e might have the Aſſiſtance of a Man, fearing 
it would be too difficult and hazardous for her to 
undertake alone. Upon which Mrs, Maddocſs took 
Notice, that Dr. M—7r/—y had laid her about four 
Years ago, and that if it was neceſſary, ſhe was 
deſirous of his Aſſiſtance again, Whereupon Mr. 
Maddocis inſtantly (it being then about 10 o'Clock) 
ſent for Dr. M—rl--y, and he came accordingly ; 
and being taken into the Room where Mrs, Mad- 
docks lay, he, in a very rude Manner, aſked Mrs. 
Hephins, then attending, whether he was to lay 
the Woman? But Mrs. Hophins, inflead of giving 
a direct Anſwer to ſo abrupt a-Queſtion, ſaid, ſhe 


could not readily inform him; but repreſented the 


Caſe to him, and deſired he would inform himſelf 
what was proper to be done, by examining the 
Lady himſelf, by which Means, ſhe apprebended, 
he would be able to determine what was fit and 
proper to be done in ſo dangerous a Caſe. Ac- 


cordingly, Dr. M—rl—y did examine Mrs. Mad- 


docks, and found her in ſuch a Condition as repre- 


ſented by Mrs. Hopkins ; and going into 2 


om 
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Room with her, declared he was of Opinion that 
Mrs. Maddocks was in a very dangerous Way; 
that if ſhe was then to be delivered, ſhe would not 
live half an Hour, and therefore they muſt wait a 
more favourable Opportunity, or to that Effect. 
And though he made ſuch a Declaration, he ſaid 
he would go home; which greatly ſurprized Mrs. 
Hepkins, who aſked him the Occaſion of ſuch his 
Conduct, and whether he had any other Patient 
that required his Aſſiſtance; and repreſenting the 
Danger Mrs. Maddocks was in, entreated him, in 
the moſt preſſing Manner, to ftay ; informing him, 
that if he was weary, or fatigued, or was inclined 
to go to reſt, there was a very good Bed, clean 
ſheeted for Mr. Maddocks, which ſhe defired he 
would go into, or lie down upon it, as he pleaſed z 
or if it would be more agreeable, Mr. Maddocks, 
and a Gentleman his Friend, would entertain him 
in the Parlour below, with what bis Houſe would' 
afford, or could be procured for him. To which 
the Doctor replied, he would not ſtay, but would 
go home; and though Mrs, Heptins repeated her 
Requeſt for him to ſtay, and repreſented to him 
how neceſſary his Preſence was for Mrs. Madgacks's 
Preſervation, he abſolutely refuſed ; and being aſked 
the Occaſion, he very ſurlily replied, he did not 
know what brought him there, or why he came; 
that he remembered he attended this Lady ſome 
Years before, but he was not paid to his Satisfac- 
tion, She enquired of him, what he had been 
offered ? T'o which he replied, he could not then' 
remember, other than that he was not paid to his 
Liking, as he then thought. Whereupon Mrs. 
Hopkins ſaid, if that was the Caſe, ſhe was ſure it 
muſt ariſe from ſome Miſtake ; for Mr. adds 
was a very worthy Gentleman, and a generous 
Man; and ſhe would anſwer for it, that if he, the 
Doctor, would be pleaſed to ſtay, it would 4 
| mace 
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made up to him double; and entreated him in the 
moſt earneſt Manner, that he would not leave her, 
But the Doctor ſtill perſiſting in his Reſolution to 
be gone, ſhe inſiſted on his Promiſe to return again 
when the Symptoms altered, and it ſhould appear 
neceſſary. Accordingly the DoQtor did promiſe 
to return the Inſtant it ſhould be thought neceſſary, 
and that he ſhould be ſent for. Mr. Madd4:, 
Mr. Langley the Apothecary, Mr. Flower, a Gent'e- 
man of his intimate Acquaintance, waited in the 
Parlour below; and heating that the Defendant 
intended to go away before Mrs. Maddocts was de- 
livered, came out to wait an him, and uſed all the 
Arguments they could think of to engage him to 
ſtay. Mr. Maddocks offering to give him what 
Money he delired; and putting his Hand in his 
Pocket, in order to fee if the Allurement of Gold 
would have any Effet, Mr. Langley intimated, 
that it was improper to give him Money at that 
Time; that it was not cuſlomary, in ſuch Caſes, 
to give Money before the Buſineſs was done, it be- 
ing uſual, in Caſes of that Sort, to make Satis- 
faction according to the Danger of the Caſe, the 
Time | beſtowed upon, and the Trouble attending 
the Performance and Operation. However, Mr, 
Maddecks, in order to prevail on the Doctor to 
continue with him, offered him his own Bed, or 
to entertain him in ſuch a Manner as would be 
moſt agreeable to him, But being unable to pre- 
vail on the Doctor, he aſked him, if he might 
depend on his coming again when Occaſion ſhould 
require it; and the Doctor then promiſed and al- 
ſured Mr. Maddox, he would attend whenever he 
| ſhould be ſent for; and repreſented to Mr. Maddox, 
the great Danger his Wife was in, with Intent, as 
ſuppoſed, to enlarge the Fee. | 
The Doctor being gone before 12 o'Clock, an 
Alteration in Mrs, Maddecks being hourly . 
r. 
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Mr. Langley the Apothecary, who undertook to give 
the Doctor Notice of it, and to bring him when it 
ſhould happen, continued with Mr. Maddocts, with 
a Coach waiting for that Purpoſe, About Two 
o'Clock Mrs, Hopkins obſerved the Symptoms 
greatly altered, of which ſhe informed Mr, Langley, 
and deſired he would immediately go and bring the 
DoAor ; and ſhe was ſatisfied, that if he had been 
then with her, he might have delivered her with 
Safety, and that any Delay would probably be dan- 
gerous. Mr. Langley accordingly went witha Coach 
to the Doctor's Houſe in L nc tn's- Inn- Fields, and 
having gained Admittance, informed him of the 
Truth of the Caſe, that he had a Coach ready for 
him, and requeſted his immediate Attendance, re- 
preſenting to him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the 
great Danger of Delay, But the Doctor, devoid 
of all Humanity, remained inflexible, and without 
aſſigning any Reaſon, declared he would not go. 
Being aſked by Mr. Langley, what Apology he 
ſhould make to Mr. Maddocts for ſuch his Con- 
duct, anſwered, what he, Mr. Langley, pleaſed, or 
none as he thought fit. Upon which Mr. Lang- 
{-y returned, and informed Mr. Maddocks of the 
Doctor's Behaviour. And Mrs. Maddecks being at 
this Time in the greateſt Diſtreſs, and Flooding to 
an exceſſive Degree, Mrs. Hoptins entreated Mr, 
Larg/ey to procure ſome other Perſon in Place of 
the Doctor preſently, in regard Mrs, Aaddocks was 
in ſuch a Condition as to require farther Aſſiſtance 
in Aid of her Mrs. Hopkins. Accordingly, Dr. 
Hannikin was pitched upon, as a very experienced 
judicious Perſon, and the neareſt to be had. Mr. 
Langley therefore went to Dr. Hannitin, who im- 
mediately came with him to Mrs. Madd-chi's Aſ- 
liſtance, and finding her in a very dangerous Con- 
4tion, occaſioned, in a great Meaſure, by the De- 
lay of the Delivery at the proper Time; and be- 
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ing informed of Dr. M—-rl—y's having before at. 
tended, of bis going away, and refuſing to return 
declared he thought Mrs, Maddacks Caſe to be very 
dangerous, and that he would not adventure to in. 
termeddle without advifing with, or having the Al. 
ſiſtance of, ſome other of the Profeſſion. Where. 
upon it was propoſed and agreed to ſend for Dr. 
Middleton, which was accordingly done, and he 
came immediately; and ſhortly afterwards Mrs, 
Haddacks was delivered, and her F looding ſtopped, 
but the Child loſt its Life through Neglect, and for 
Want of Afliſtance in due Time, | 
Mr. Gould, of Council on the ſame Side, called 
the Plaintiff's Witnefles; and firſt examined Mrs. 
#Tophins, the Midwife, who gave her Evidence 
very clearly and diſtinctly, and ſet forth the Cale as 
ſtated, by Mr. Campbell, the Diſcourſe and Con- 
verſation between her and Dr. —rl—y, in the 
Manner before related; the Doctor's actual Pro- 
miſe to return when ſent for; and that if the Doc- 
tor had waited, as he was requeſted to do, or had 
returned according to his Promiſe and Undertaking, 
Mrs. Maddocks and her Child might have been 
preſerved, who were ſeverally loſt through his Ne- 
lect. | 
b Mrs. Hopfius was croſs- examined by Mr, Ser- 
jeant Prime, and Mr. Nortan, the Doctor's Coun- 
cil; but ſhe ſtill adhered to the Evidence ſhe had 
already given, without varying from it in the 
leaſt. | | 
The ſecond. Witneſs called was Mr. Langley, 
who fully and clearly proved ſo much of the Caſe, 
as is before ſtated, in which he was concerned; 


particularly Mr. Maddocks's entreating the Doctor 


to ſtay at his Houſe, and offering and promiſing 
to pay bim any Sum of Money he ſhould deſite, 
the Doctor's Refuſal to ſtay, and his Promiſe to re- 
turn; his, Mr. Langley's, going for the Daune, 
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and informing him of Mrs. Maddocis's Condition, 
and his abſolute Refuſal to attend according to his 
Undertaking, and the Doctor's making ſuch An- 
ſwer as before- mentioned. ä 

Mr. Langley was likewiſe eroſs- examined for the 
Doctor; but he gave ſuch ſatisfactory Anſwers, to 
all their croſs- Queſtions, as rather confirmed than 
contradicted the Evidence he had given before. 

Mr. Huſſey examined Mr. Flower, the third 
Witneſs, who corroborated Mr. Langl:y's Evidence 
as to Mr. Madaocks's entreating the Doctor to ſtay, 
offering him Money, and the Doctor's abſolute 
Promiſe to retarn and attend when called for. 

The fourth Witneſs called was Dr. Hannitin, 
who being examined, proved ſo much of the Caſe 
25 is before ſtated, in which he was concerned, 
and the Cafe of Mrs. Maddocts as before ſet forth; 
and that if Dr. —r/—y had attended when ſent 
for, and had performed his Duty, the Frain of ill 
Conſequences, occaſioned by his Neglect, would 
have been prevented. 

Dr. Middleton, with other Witneſſes, proved that 
Mrs. Maddecks languiſhed for three Months, that 
is, from the 29th of May to the 30th of Auguſt, 
and then died, and never recovered from the Diſ- 
orders brought on her, by the very great and exceſ- 
live Floodings, and other Injuries ſhe received, for 
Want of Aſſiſtance, and being delivered in a due 
and proper Time. 

Dr. Schomberg likewiſe gave Evidence in Behalf 
of the Plaintiff, and made it plainly appear, 'that 
Mrs. Maddocks's great Loſs of Blood, occaſioned 
by the Delay of her Delivery, was the ſole Cauſe 
of the Dropſy, which ſhe ſoon afterwards fell into, 
and of which ſhe died. ; 

Then Mr. Serjeant Prime, of Council for the 
Defendant, pleaded with a great deal of Judgment 
and Elocution, in the Obſervations he made upon 

the 
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the Evidence given for the Plaintiff, and hoped, 
that notwithſtanding all that had been ſaid on the 
other Side, that the Plaintiff would not maintain 
his Action, but ought to be nonſuited, or elle that 
the Jury ſhould find a Verdict for the Defendant; 
alledging, that the Evidence given in Behalf of the 
Plaintiff was not ſufficient to prove the Charge 
againſt the Defendant ; that Dr. M—r!—y was 3 
Phyſician of great Eminence in bis Profeſſion, and 
eſteemed and employed by Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank and Diſtinction, not only in the Practice of 
Phyſic, but as a Man-Midwife, And farther, that 
his Client the Doctor, ſaw no Neceſſity, and there- 
fore was under no Obligation to ſtay with Mrs, 
Maddocks, ſince it was evident to him, and as he 
then told Mrs. Hopkins, that ſhe was not, at the 
Time he was with her, in a Condition fit or pro- 
per to be delivered ; that what he did while he was 
there, was in preſcribing for her as a Phyſician, 
and not as a Man-Midwife to deliver her. That 
as to his refuſing to come to her afterwards, it was 
the Effect of Self-preſervation, always deemed the 
fiſt Law of Nature; for at that Time he was in 
Bed, very much out of Order, and in a very great 
Sweat, ſo that if he had attempted to have got out 
of Bed, at that Time, it would have been to the 
manifeſt Hazard of his Life. That the Doctor 
has been repreſented by the Council on the other 
Side, as an inhuman and avaricious Perſon, greedi- 
ly graſping at large Fees, and the like: Whereas, 
if he was tightly inflrufted, it would be made ap- 
pear, that this was quite the Reverſe of the Duc- 
tor's Character, who was nat only a Phyſician of 
great Eminence, and very extenſwe Practice, but 
was likewiſe a moſt kind, beneficent, and humane 
Man, always ready and deſirous to aſſiſt all Perſor's, 
without Diſtiuction, who ſtood in Need of his 


Help or Judgment, without avy mercenary View 
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or Conſideration whatever. That the Defendant 
would produce Witneſſes, who are of unexcep- 
tionable CharaQers in the Profeſſion, to ſhew, that 
M:s. Hopkins, and the Witneſſes, who had ſworn 
on Behalf of the Plaintiff, were greatly miſtaken 
with regard to the Caſe of Mrs. 1Za1deces; and 
that if the Doctor had attended at the 'I'ime he was 
called fur, it would have made no Variation in it ; 
and that her Flooding, in the Manner repreſented 
by the Plaintiff's Witneſſes, would have had the 
ſame Conſequences as were inſiſted on by them, 
whether he had been there or not. 

Mr. Norton, of Council on the ſame Side, called 
the Witneſſes. 

The firſt Witneſs was Dr. Sands, a Man- Mid- 
wife, who being ſworn, was aſked, whether he 
had heard the Evidence that had been given on 
the Part of the Plaintiff? He declared he had ; and 
then gave a very learned Account of the Courſe of 
Practice in ſuch Caſes, with Precedents and In- 
ſtances of the like Nature, as well ſuch wherein he 
had been himſelf concerned, us what he had read 
in Treatiſes of Midwifery, Being aſked, whether 
he was of opinion, that Dr. Ari ought to 
have continued with Mrs. Maddocks when he was 
with her, or if he ought to have come again to her 
when he was ſent for; he very candidly declared, 
that for his own Part he ſhould have done it, and 
that the Doctor ought to have done ſo too; though 
he thought the Doctor ought to have ſtaid with her 
however, upon the whole, he gave Dr. M—rl—y 
a good Character, as to his Ability, and Judgment 
in his Profeſſion. 5 

Mr. Evans, of Council on the ſame Side, called 
the next Witneſs, Sir William Brown, Bart. a 
Phyſician, who likewiſe ſpoke very learnedly on 
the Occaſion. He made a Diſtinction with reſpect 
to the Capacity in which Dr. M—ir—y acted in 
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this Caſe. And being aſked the ſame Queſtion 
which was put to Dr. Sands, in relation to his 
having heard the Witneſſes for the Plaintiff, an. 
ſwered in the Affirmative; and then diſtinguiſhed, 
and would have had it been underſtood, that the 
Doctor was called as a Phyſician, and not as a 
Man-Midwife ; that he was ſent for to adminiſter 
Phyſic, and not to lay the Patient. And though 
the Defendant's Council were unwilling to eive 
him ſo much Trouble, yet he was pleaſed to give 
a very long and particular Evidence upon the Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of a Labour in general, in 
the ordinary Way, *tis preſumed, with an Intent 
to ſerve the Defendant; but it ſeemed, and was 
believed to have a quite contrary Effect, little Re- 
gard, tis apprehended, being paid to this Evidence 
by the Jury; and the rather, that on his being 
croſs- examined by Mr. Camptell, for the Plaintiſt, 
and aſked, whether, if he had been ſent for, and 
been in the like Situation with Dr. 1—r1—y, he 
ſhould have thought it incumbent on him to have 
continued with the Patient till after the Delivery, 
or at leaſt have come again, when called upon for 
that Purpoſe ? But inftead of a direct Anſwer, he 
charged Dr. Hannikin with Neglect, in not laying 
the Patient when he came, without wanting any 
other Aſſiſtance. 

The Defendant's Council then called the Doc- 
tor's Servant Maid, who ſwore, that her Maſter 
had for ſome Time paſt, been indiſpoſed, and then 
was, or had been ill with the Shingles, and had 
Sweats of a Night. That he came home from the 
Plaintiff's a little before 12 o'Clock, and went to 
Bed, and faid he was then indiſpoſed, and that he 
could not go out again with Safety : But, upon 
the whole, gaye a very looſe and imperfect Evi- 


dence, 
After 
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Aſter theſe ſeveral Witneſſes had given their 
Evidence of the ſeveral Facts they were ſworn to 
prove, the Defendant's Council called ſeveral Per- 
ſons, and ſome of Note and Diſtinction, and others 
of the Faculty, to eſtabliſh the DoQor's Character, 
as well with Reſpect to his Humanity, and Difin- 
tereſledneſs, as to his Care, Skill, Diligence, and 
Experience in his Profeſſion of a Phyſician and 
Man- Midwife ; particularly, | 

The Right Hon. the Lord Dungaven and Earl 
of Cork, in the Kingdom of Jreland; who teſti- 
fied that he had known the Doctor fix Months, 
and that he had employed him as a Phyſician and 
Man-Midwife, to aſſiſt and adviſe his Lady in her 
Pregnancy and Labour; that the Door had been 
extremely diligent and careful; and in general, 

ave him a very good Character, 

Sir Edward Fawhner was next called, who ſwore 
he had known the Doctor two Years ; that he was 
looked upon to be a very good Phyſician, and of 
great Humanity. | 

The Defendant's Council called ſeveral other 
Witneſſes, who all teſtihed that the Defendant was 
a very humane and good Phyſician and Man-Mid- 
wife, 

The Defendant's Council having examined all 
their Witneſſes, reſted the Matter here, declaring 
that their principal Deſign was, to invalidate the 
Propriety of the Action, which they apprehended 
had no Kowndetion to ſupport it, and to prove that 
the Doctor ated, on this Occaſion, as a Phylician 
and not as a Man-Midwife. 

Mr. Campbell, by Way of Reply, briefly reca- 
pitulated the Arguments and Evidences that had 
been given on both Sides; particularly that given 
by Sir 1/7/l'am Brown, making ſome pertinent Re- 
marks on the Uncertainty and Impropriety of it; 
that the Defendant had not made good any Caſe to 
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excuſe himſelf of Neglect in the Duty of his Office, 
of which he had been accuſed, and was ſufficiently 
proved againſt him ; and that, upon the whole, the 
P;aintiff had fully proved his Declaration, 


The Council having finiſhed their Pleadings, 
the Judge who tried the Cauſe having, with the 
utmoſt Clearneſs and Perſpicuity, ſummed up the 
Evidence on both Sides, left it to the Conſideration 
of the Jury, to find ſuch Damages for the Flaintif 
as they ſhould deem requilite. 

Upon which the Jury retired, and, having been 
out about 15 Minutes, to conſider of their Verdig, 
(and which Time they employed, not in diſputing 
whether they ſhould find for the Plaintiff or De- 
tendant, that being unanimouſly agreed upon, but 
as to the Quantum of the Damage, ſome of them 
being of Opinion, that they ought to find to the 
Amount of two or three "Thouſand Pounds ;) at 
Jaſt did, to the Satisfaction of the Judge, bring in 


'a Verdict for the Plaintif, and One "Thouſand 


Pounds Damages, with Coſts of Suit. A Verdid 
ſo juſt and equitable, that it gave Pleaſure to all 
who heard the Cauſe. 


William Turton, Eq; fer Murder. 1755: 


Af the Aſſizes held at Oxford, in Fuly 1755 
William Turten, Eſq; was indicted for the 
Murder of Y Ho'l1way. 

John Beto depoſed, 'I'bat, on the 3oth of Ma 
1754, he let two Poſt-Chaiſes to the New Intereſi, 
but did not know who went in them. | 

[ He was ordered to lo t round the Court, and ſe 
if he ceuld not diſcern any Perſon that went into one 


F the Chaiſes. His Behaviour on this Occaſion wat 
| ſomething 
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ſeme:hing odd, for he would not look at the Place 
where the Priſoner flood, though it was very near 
him. 

755 Eaton depoſed, That he was in Bew's 
Yard, and ſaw a Gentleman, who had on a light- 
coloured Coat, and a Waiſtcoat trimmed with a 
narrow Lace, go into the Poſt- Chaiſe with grey 
Horſes : That a Portmanteau was tied before the 
Chaiſe, and a Pair of Horſe Piſtals lay upon the 
Pottmanteau; that the Gentleman deſired him to 
hand the Piſtols into the Chaiſe to him. 

Il illiiam Boſibell depoſed, That he was at the 
Mitre Door, and ſaw a Poſt-Chaiſe with grey 
Horſes, which was the laſt in the Proceſſion : That 
Mr. Turin and another Gentleman were in it: 
"That he had known Mr. Turn for 7 Years : 
hat he had on a Jight-coloured Coat, with a red 
Waiſlcoat trimmed with Silver-Lace ; and that 
Mr. Turton ſat on the Off-fide, or the Right-hand 
of the Chaiſe. 

The Reverend Thomas Ness depoſed, That he 
knew Mr, Turten, and ſaw him in the laſt Poſt- 
Chaiſe in the Cavalcade, a little this Si le E/ 
gate; that he ſat on the Right- hand Side, and had 
on a light- coloured Coat with a Silver Edging : 
That, going through Eaftgate, he ſaw a Piſtol be- 
tween his Knees, inclining to his Left-fide ; ſaw 
no Inſult, nor any Thing thrown ; but heard the 
uſual Cry on ſuch Occaſions. : 

Joſeph Pittaway depoſed, That, at Pucen's- Col- 
lege Gate, he ſaw the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe with grey 
Horſes, and a Gentleman in it wh» was called Mr. 
Turton > That he, the Witneſs, followed to Mag- 


dalen- Bridge : That a Piſtol was fired off in the 


laſt Poſt · Chaiſe, on the Right-hand Side, and ſaw 
the Boy fall : That he ſtood near the hindmoſt 
Wheel of the Chaiſe; and that he, the Witneſs, 
was Within the Space of fix Yards of the Boy 
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when he fell; and that he knew him, and ſaw no 
Throwing when the Piſtol was fired: That he firſt 
ſaw the Piſtol in Mr. Turton's Hand at Ea/tgate; 
that there was throwing of Dirt between Ea/teat: 
and the Bridge ; but apprehended that the Dirt was 
thrown at the Man behind the Chaiſe. 

T bomas Cotoley depoſed, That he ſaw the hind- 
moſt Chaiſe between the Bear- Inn and Mag dalen- 
Bridge; at the Bridge he ſaw a Stop of the Pro- 
ceſſion, and a Number of People ſtop there; ſaw 
an Arm, the Sleeve of the Coat of a whitiſh Colour, 
with a Piſtol put out of the Chaiſe z ſaw the Boy 
drop near the Witneſs's Leg: That the Witneſs 
was ſo near that the Powder almoſt blinded him : 
Saw two Holes on the Fore-head of the Lad, over 
his left Eye, which he believed was done by the 
Piſtol : Saw nothing done at the Bridge by any 
Perſon : That he was certain of it. 

John Hickman depoſed, That he was in his Ma- 
Ner's, Mr. Serney's Yard, on the Bridge ; heard a 
Noiſe, and went to the Gate, and ſaw the New 
Intereſt going by, and a great Mob following: 
"That the Poſt-Chaiſe with grey Horſes was the 
laſt ; that a Gentleman in it, on the Right-hand 
Side, had a red Waiſtcoat ; that he looked out and 
diſcharged a Piſtol: That the Chaiſe went on; 
that the Mob drew back: That he ſaw the De- 
ceaſed lie on the Ground ; that he ſaw Dirt thrown 
at the Man who ſat on the Chaiſe behind, upon, 
and into the Chaiſe, on the Bridge: There was a 
very great Mob there, and that the Chaiſe was very 
much covered with Mud. 

Themas Horne depoſed, That, on the Bridge, he 
ſaw the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe with grey Horſes: That 
two Gentlemen were in it ; one had a light colour- 
ed Coat, and fat on the Right-hand Side, with a 
Piſtol in his Right-hand ; ſaw the Piſtol fired out 
of the Right-hand Side, and the Boy ſhot almoſt 
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by Mr. Serney's Houſe, which was about the Mid- 
die of the Bridge: Saw him fall, and the Wound 
where the Bullet went in: That the Witneſs 
pointed at the Priſoner, who fired the Piſtol and 
{hot the Boy: That ſome People were there, but 
the Witneſs ſaw nothing done at that Time, nor 
did he ſee the Boy throw any Thing : Saw William 
Rohinſan, who ſtood on the Bridge at that Time. 

William Robinſon depoſed, 'T hat he was on the 
Bridge, cloſe by the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe with grey 
Horſes, on the Left-Hand ; that two Gentlemen 
were in the ſame, and one had a light coloured 
Coat: That he ſaw the Gentleman on the Right- 
hand riſe from his Seat, with a Piſtol in his Right- 
hand, and fired, and then cried out to the Poſti- 
lion, and bid him drive on as faſt as he could, for 
that they ſhot at him out of Magdalen College; and 
that he, the Witneſs, replied, ** How can you ſay 
« ſo? for you have killed the Man yourſelf, and 
* I muſt be a Witneſs againſt you.” That the 
Witneſs ſaw nothing thrown, but ſaw ſome Dirt 
on the Gentleman's Face. 

Ribert Simmin's depoſed, That he was on the 
oppoſite Side of the Street of the Bear- Inn when 
the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe went out, and that two Gen- 
tlemen were in it: That, between King's College 
and Eoftgate, he ſaw a Piſtol within the Chai'e 
held in the Gentleman's Left-hand, who fat on the 
Right-hand Side : That there was a Diſturbance 
in the Street ; that a Fellow ſat on the End of the 
Chaiſe without Breeches, and ſaw Dirt thrown at 
him: That the Witneſs followed from Ea/tgate 
to Magdalen- Bridge; that he did not fee any Fer- 
ſon throw Dirt or any Thing elſe on the Bridge : 
That he ſaw a Gentleman with a light- coloured 
Coat, trimmed with a narrow Lace, put a Piſtol 
out of the Chaiſe and fire, and the Boy drop rather 
behind the Chaiſe, on the Right-hand : No Diſ- 

G 4 turbance 


128 William Turton, E/; 


turbance then; ſaw nothing done, nor heard any 
Thing : That the Witneſs ran back; came up 
again to the Boy; the Chaiſe then gone forward; 
ſaw the Mark on the Boy's Forehead : That his 
Hat lay by him, and Blood in it: That the Boy 
was carried to Mr. G/aſs the Surgeon : That the 
Boy, when he was ſhot, did not ſtand facing the 
Chaiſe, but rather inclining backwards: That a 
great many People were there, above 100: That 
Sir Edward Turner's and Lord Parker's Servants 
whipped the Mob with long Whips : That, this 
vide Eaftgate, there was hallowing, but not on the 
Bridge: That there was no Dirt on the Bridge, 
but Duſt. This Witneſs was interrogated, W he- 
ther he had any Converſation with any one about 
hanging the Sheriff in Effigy, and whether he had 
nat at any Time declared, that he helped, pelted, 
Sc. which he denied, 

Richard Darmer depoſed, That the Boy was his 
Apprentice for ſeven Years; and that he was the 
Boy that was ſhot. 

Samuel Glaſs Surgeon, and Dr. Flock, depoſed, 
That the Wound was in the Fore- part of the Boy's 
Head, on the Left-fide : That the Bone was frac- 
tured, and a little Part of the Bone, and Part cf 
the Pallet were ſhot into the Brain, which was the 
Cauſe of his Death. 


The Priſoner, in his Defence, faid, That, from 
the throwing of Dirt, Mud and Stones, and the 
reat Inſolence of the Mob, he apprehended his 
Life to be in the utmoſt Danger ; and, on the 
Bridge, looked on himſelf to be in his laſt Mo- 
ments, otherwiſe he ſhould not have defended bhim- 
ſelf in the Manner he did; and that the Accident 
which had happened therefrom had been, and al- 
ways would be the greateſt Concern AP; 
an 
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and ſhould rely on his Witneſſes to prove the ſeve- 
ral Facts. 

Benjamin Sherwood, Servant to Lord Parker, de- 
poſed, That, on the zoth of May 1754, the Ca- 
valcade ſet out from the Bear-Inn in High-Street : 
That, going out of Za/?gate, he ſtaid behind the 
Cavalcade, and received a Blow with a Stone from 
a Chimney Sweeper's Boy, on his Side: That then 
the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe was entering the Bridge-foot : 
When he got to the Bridge-foot, he ſaw two Bricks, 
clung together with Mortar, hit Mr. Freeman's 
Servant: Upon the Bridge he was inſulted very 
much with Stones and Dirt, and had like to have 
been pulled off his Horſe, and feared he ſhould 
have been thrown over the Bridge : Heard the Mob 
ſay, Throw the Sheriff into the River : That the 
Gentlemen in the laſt Chaiſe were very much pelt- 
ed, and their Faces covered with Dirt: That he 
thought the Gentlemen in the Chaiſe, and Ser- 
vants, in Danger of their Lives; that there was a 
great Mob, more than 100, who behaved in an 
outrageous Manner; ſaw the Windows of the 
Chaiſe broke on the Bridge, a very little Time be- 
fore the Piſtol fired: Thought the Mob intended 


to do Miſchief: That the Sheriff was in Lord Par- 


ker's Coach and Six; and that the Mob, who cried 
2 the Sheriff into the River, were with the laſt 
haiſe. 

Jeſeph Lythall depoſed, That he went down the 
High-Street from the Bear-[nn; that the Mob 
waved their Hats; that he overtook them at the 
Bridge: That there one Man attempted to knock 
him off his Horſe : That no Stones were thrown 
at him till he came to the Bridge: That the Chaiſe 
was very much pelted with Stones and Dirt ; that 
he (aw Stones rebound back from the Chaiſe ; that 
the Witneſs was within ten Yards: That the Mob 
was full of Clamour: That he faw the Deceaſed; 
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gather up Dirt with both his Hands, but did not 
ſee him throw at the Chaiſe : That the Witneſs 
himſelf was very much pelted ; ſaw ſeveral People, 
4 or 5, hanging behind the Chaiſe, on the Bridge, 
with a View, as he believed, either to break it 
down or ſtop it ; apprehended the Gentlemen in the 
Chaiſe to be in great Danger of their Lives, and 
deſired Perſons might be ſent for back to aſſiſt: 
That he was juſt behind the Chaiſe when the Piſtol 
was fired; that the Chaiſe was plaiſtered half. over 
with Dirt: That he apprehended they would have 
knocked the Gentlemen on the Head, if they had 
N the Chaiſe; but the Chaiſe did not ſtop at 
all. 
William Lindſon depoſed, That his Maſter, Mr. 
Freeman, was in a Poſt-Chaiſe, the laſt but one or 
two in the Cavalcade; that he was ſometimes 
within a Horſe's Length, or three or four, to his 
Maſter's Chaiſe : That the firſt Inſult the Witneſs 
received was at Eaflga'e, and that Inſults continu- 
ed to the Bridge with Brickbats, Stones, and Sticks: 
That the Witneſs received a Blow on his Back 
with ſomething harder than Dirt, on the Bridge, 
two or three Minutes before the Fiſtol was fired, 
which he ſtill felt: That there were great Inſults 
before and at the Time the Piſtol was fired, as near 
as he could recollect, and a long Time after: That 
he thought they were in ſo much Danger, that he 
went up to his Maſter, and told him, that it was 
better to return and fight them than ſtand and be 
killed: That Mr. Tin was in the Chaiſe with 
his Maſter: That a Stone, or Brickbat, or ſome 
ſuch Thing, hit his Horſe's Head, by which he 
fell and diſmounted him before the Piſtol fired. 
John Green depoſed, That he went from the 
Bear- Tun all the Way to Sherbern; that a great 
Mob followed; that, oppoſite the Angel, a Perſon 
began to throw Dirt, and afterwards a great "_ 
8 | : 
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of Dirt and Stones were thrown, and the Cry of 
the Mob was, Toſs them over the Bridge : That he 
ſaw the Boy take up a Stone on the Bridge, and 
cried, Damn em, let us kill them, and threw a 
Stone which hit the Leather of the laſt Chaiſe, and 
rebounded back : At that Time the Wheels of the 
Chaiſe were at Mr. Starney's Gate : That the Boy 
then run forwards five or fix Yards beyond the 
Gate, and threw another Stone into the Window 
of the Off-ſide of the Chaiſe ; and that, as ſoon as 
the laſt Stone was delivered out of the Boy's Hand, 
the Piſtol went off ; that there was a great Con- 
courſe of People about the Chaiſe 3 that the Wit- 
neſs believed the Gentlemen were in great Danger, 
and that, if ſome People had not walked over the 
Bridge with them, they would have been mur- 

dered, | 
IVilliam Garfi:ld, a Waggoner, depoſed, That 
he ſaw the Cavalcade at Za/?gate, and that there 
was a great Mob: That he himſelf was knocked 
down ſeveral Times, having the yellow Colour in 
his Hat : That he ſaw the Boy who was ſhot after 
the Poſt-Chaiſe, between Ea/tgate and the firſt 
Houſe on the Bridge. : 

Francis Hebern depoſed, That he ſaw the Caval- 

cade ſet out from the Bear Door; that the Mob be- 
gan Hiſſing and Hollowing ; at Ea/tgate there was 
great Pelting with Mud, Dirt, and Stones : That 
the laſt Chaiſe was moſt damaged ; ſaw Bones, 
Stones, and Brickbats thrown at the Chaiſe ; faw 
a Stone go through the Windows of the Chaiſe, at 
the Foot of, or on the Bridge: That two or three 
Stones were thrown before the Report of the Piſtol: 
That the Witneſs was about ten or twelve Yards 
off; that the Mob made a Hole in the Street, and 
took out Stones, and the Cry 'was, Drive them, 
Kill them ! He apprehended the Company were in 
very great Danger; that the Windows of the 
G 6 Chaiſe 


aud threw the ſecond Time; juſt after, the Piſtol 
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Chaiſe were broke, for he ſaw a Stone go through 
the Glaſs Windows; and ſaw the Dirt on the Gen. 
tlewan's Face who was in the Chaiſe. 

George Howlett depoſed, That he mounted at 
the Bear; that there was a great Mob at Ea/tgate, 
where they began to halloo, and threw Dirt and 
Stones, and purſued the Chaiſe to the Bridge: That 
the Mob there was very. large, and more riotous, 
and threw Dirt and Stones, crying, Damn them, 
Damn them Over, over with them] That he ima- 

ined the Gentlemen in the Chaiſe were in great 
Danger of their Lives, and that he himſelf ſhould 
be knocked off his Horſe : That he made forward, 
and heard the Piſtol go off; that he did not ſee any 
Thing in particular done by the Boy, the Dirt and 
Stones flying from every Quarter; that ſeveral 
People were hanging about the Chaiſe, and pull- 
ing; that he ſaw Dirt go into the Chaiſe; the 
Gentlemen very dirty, and ſo was the Chaiſe. 

Hannah Jones depoſed, That ſhe took Notice 
of the laſt Poſt-Chaiſe; ſaw it paſs through Ea/t- 
gate; that a great Deal of Dirt was thrown at that 
Chaiſe, and the Perſons in it; heard a Gentle- 
man ſay, My Life is as ſweet to me as yours is to you; 
Juſt after ſhe ſaw ſomething like a Piſto] : That 
ſhe followed to the Bridge ; that a great many 
Things were thrown, and ſeveral laid hold of the 
Chaiſe hard by Mr. Starney's Houſe, crying, Over 
with them Over with them Soon aſter the Piſtol 


went off. 


Richard Heydon depoſed, That, on the Bridge, 
the Chaiſe was mobbed and pelted with Dirt; that 
ſeveral laid hold of the Chaiſe, and the Cry was, 
Dann them ! Over with them ! Kill them] Saw the 
Boy throw twice; the laſt a Stone againſt the 
Chaiſe, juſt on the Bridge ; that the Boy kept on, 


went 
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went off ; thought the Gentlemen in the Chaiſe in 
great Danger, and every Man elle. 

Henry Curits Green depoſed, 'T hat he ſaw the 
Boy throw two Stones, as big as his Hand, at, or 
in the Poſt-Chaiſe, the firſt between the Midway 
of Eaſtgate and the Bridge, the ſecond at the Bridge; 
and that he ſtooped to take up ſome Thing elle, 
and then the Piſtol went off. 

Margaret Sarney depoſed, That ſhe was at the 
Window of her Houſe on the Bridge; ſaw the 
New Intereſt paſs by in a peaceable Manner; 
heard a confuſed Noiſe : That then ſhe ſtept into 
the Court, where ſhe ſaw a conſiderable Number 
of People following, throwing Dirt, and believed, 
mingled with Stones: That the Mob ſoon came up 
with the laſt Chaiſe, and ſurrounded it ; and that 
the Horſes ſeemed frightened, and turned their 
Heads to the Wall; and, till then, ſhe ſaw no 
Diſturbance ; and heard a Piſtol go off; ſaw a Per- 
ſon holding out a Stone, and ſpeak to a Perſon, and 
ſay, He had ſtruck the Dog a deviliſh Knock with 
ſuch a Stone; whom (ſhe believed he meant) was 
a Perſon in the Chaiſe, the People having ſurround- 
ed it: That ſhe ſaw a general Inſult on that Chaiſe, 
by throwing Dirt mingled with Stones ; and heard 
a Voice, which ſhe believed came from the Chaiſe, 
laying, Keep off / Keep off before the Piſtol was 
fired ; ſoon after the Piſtol was fired, upon which 
ſome of the Mob ran into her Yard, ſome another 
Way, and others purſued, | 

John Sarney depoſed, That he ſaw the latter 
Part of the Cavalcade paſs at the Bridge, particu- 
larly the laſt Chaiſe, on which was a great Inſult, 
pelted with Stones and Dirt; that ſeveral Clods 
and Stones fell into his Yard ; ſaw a Perſon take 
up a large Stone out of his Yard, and follow the 
Chaiſe, before the Piſtol was fired ; that Perſons 
cried out to the Witneſs, and bid him ſhut his 

Windows; 
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Windows; that he heard a Cry, Over with em 
Over with em] That he was in Pain for the laſt 
Chaiſe, but did not ſee any Attempt to throw the 
Chaiſe over the Bridge ; that afterwards he miſled 
ſeveral Stones out of his Yard, 

Robert Curtis depoſed, That he followed from 
the Bear ; at the Gate the Mob began pelting 
with Dirt and Pebbles; faw the Boy pelting at 
Eaſtgate, and ſaw him on the Bridge, on the Lef:- 
hand Side of the Chaiſe, pelting with Stones or 
Dirt, or any Thing elſe he could get, aiming at 
the laſt Chaiſe, juſt before the Piſtol went off. 

Richard Taylor depoſed, That he ſaw the Boy, 
on the Bridge, throw Dirt or Stones at the Chaiſe 
with grey Horſes ; heard the Piſtol go off preſently 
after the ſecond 'I hrowing, but don't know whe- 
ther he hit the Chaiſe. 

Mr. Freeman depoſed, That he was in one of the 
Chaiſes, the laſt but one; that his Servant came 
up to him, and adviſed him to return back, as his 
Servant before had related; that there was a vio- 
lent Inſult, and that they were in great Danger ; 
that he got out of his Chaiſe at Fa/fgate, and that 
a Perſon threw Dirt in his Face; that, at the 


Bridge, ſeveral Stones came againſt the Back of the 


Chaiſe. ; 

Mr. Til/on depoſed he was in the Chaiſe with Mr. 
Freeman; that, from the Bear, they were follow- 
ed by a great Mob; that, between the Angel and 
E-/tgate, a Perſon took up Mud and threw it at 
Mr. Freeman's Face ; ſaid that Mr. Freeman's Ser- 
vant told his Maſter the ſame he ſwore now ; and 
apprehended the laſt Chaiſe was in great Danger. 

Mary-Fromeway Walker was called, in order to 
contradict the Witneſs Robert Simmonds. She ſaid, 


She heard Robert Simmonds declare that he was, 


with ſome of his Companions, to hang the High 
Sheriff in Effigy ; that he helped, peed, Oc. And 
thats 
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that, after the Boy was ſhot, he would have run 
after and murdered the Gentleman, but could not 
et at him. 

William Goodgame was called on the Part of the 
Proſecution, in order to contradict the Witneſs 
Hannah Jones, and to ſhew that what ſhe had ſworn 
could not be true. He ſaid, He lived about forty 
Yards from the Witneſs Hannah Jones, and was 
at Work in a Shop on the other Side of the Bridge, 
and that he ſaw her ſtanding oppoſite to the Shop, 
about a Quarter of an Hour, at the Time the firſt 
Part of the Equipage were going over the Bridge. 

Upon which Hannah Jones, in order to ſhew that 
this Witneſs muſt be miſtaken, appealed to a Gen- 
tleman in Court, and ſaid, Sir, Did not you look cut 
ef your Coach three or four Times before you came to 
the Bridge? And the Gentleman replied, He did. 

Upon this Evidence it was apprehended, that 
every Gentleman at the Bar were of Opinion, that 
the Priſoner was not guilty of the Murder. 


The Judge, after he had ſummed up the Evi- 
dence, directed the Jury, That, if they did believe 
the Priſoner was pelted by the Mob, in the Manner 
the Witneſſes had declared, at or near the Time 
the Piſtol was fired, and that the Boy was concern- 
ed in the Outrage, though the Priſoner was not in 
Danger of his Life, they muft acquit the Priſoner 
of the MouRDER, and find him guilty of MAx- 
SLAUGHTER. 

But, if they did believe, upon the whole Evi- 
dence, that the Priſoner was in real Danger of his 
Life, and that he had juſt Reaſon ſo to apprehend ; 
and alſo, that the Deceaſed took the Part in the 
Outrage ſworn to by the Priſofler's Witneſſes, they 
muſt acquit him. For, he told them he was of 
Opinion, If a Perſon, or a Number of Perſons, 
aJault another with an Intention to murder him, 
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(and the Intentions of the Heart may ſafely be col. 
lected from Words or Actions) the Perſon ſo af. 
faulted may juſtify killing the Aſſailants, or any of 
them: For, where an Aſſault is made with an In- 
tention to commit a known Felony, be it Murder, 
Robbery, or a Rape, the Perſon fo aſſaulted need 
not retire, if that was poſſible, but may repel Force 
by Force, in Defence of Life, in the firſt Caſe, Pro- 
erty in the ſecond, and Honour in the third, 


The Jury, without going from the Bar, acquit- 
ted the Priſoner. 


— 


The Dying Account of John Simmonds, ober- 
wiſe Spaniſh Jack, executed at Maidſtone 
in Kent, on the 81h of April 1756, fer 
ſtealing a Silver Tankard. Taken from his 
own Mouth the Day before his Executicn, 
and publiſhed at his own Requeſt, 


IToOhn Simmonds, otherwiſe Spaniſh Fack, capitally 
convicted, at the Aſſizes held at Roche/ter in 
Kent, on Monday the 22d of March 1756, for fe- 


loniouſly ſtealing a Silver Tankard, the Property of 


Malliam Hawts, from out of his Houſe in Reoche/ter, 
was abut 33 Years of Age. He ſaid, this was 
not his real, but an aſſumed Name only ſince he 
came to England; that his real Name was Bl: 
Gonzalez de Granez, and was born at Alicant in 
Stain, of reputable Parents, who would have edu- 
cated him very well ; but he, being of a wild and 
untractable Diſpoſition, would not learn, and, when 
he was about 14 Years old, run away from them: 
That he was ſome Time a Servant to,a Gunner, 
on Board an Engliſß Man of War in the Mediter- 


ranean 
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ranean; but, leaving her at Gibraltar, he got on 
Board a Dutch Veſſel, which brought him to Dun- 
6%, where, and at Calais, Bologne, &c. he ſerved 
aboard ſeveral Privateers during the late War; and, 
afterwards, ſailed in ſeveral ſmuggling Veſlels, and 
was well known along the Coaſts of Kent and S/ 
ix, At laſt, having got a conſiderable Sum of 
Money, and having heard much of England, he 
had a Mind to viſit it; and, coming to London, he 
ſoon fell into bad Company, which was always 
moſt agreeable to him, and ſoon ſquandered away 
his Money in Whoring, Drinking, and Gaming.” 
After his Money was ſpent, he impoſed upon ſeve- 
ral Perſons, by pretending he had a great Deal of 
Money due to him for Wages, Prize-money, Sc. 
and by other falſe Pretences, and got in their Debts, 
which he was then unable, and indeed never in- 
tended to pay: And this, he ſaid, was as far as 
his own natural Wickedneſs ever prompted him, 
to defraud any Perſon ; and that he intended, when 
he had played the Game as long as he could, to 
have taken himſelf to the Sea again. 

It may not be improper to obſerve here, how 
dangerous it is to ſuffer ourſelves to be led away by 
evil Habits and Deſires, and flatter ourſelves we can 
hx Bounds to our Wickedneſs, and that we will 
ſtop at a certain Degree, which we fooliſhly fix in 
our own Imaginations, and which, when we are 


arrived at, we find ourſelves hurried on by our im- 


petuous and headſtrong Paſſions, till at laſt we are 

involved in inevitable Ruin and Deſtruction. 
This was the Caſe of this unhappy Wretch ; for, 
during his Reſidence in London, and the Courſe of 
Pleaſure and Extravagance which he had preſcribed 
to himſelf, and which he was fo anxiouſly fond of 
enjoying, he ſaid he became acquainted with Ralph 
Mitchell, Thomas Stanley, Stephen Me Donald, George 
Valentine, (which laſt Perſon, he ſaid, was a moſt 
| notorious 
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notorious Encourager of Thieves and Pickpockets, 
and Receiver of ſtolen Goods) and ſeveral others 
of that Gang; who, finding him a bold, reſolute, 
extravagant Fellow, judged him a proper Perſon 
for their Purpoſe, and, when his Money was ſpent, 
they began to perſuade him to get ſome Body to go 
along with him and rob upon the Highway, then 
turn Evidence, and thereby entitle himſelf to the 
Reward ; and they faithfully promiſed and aſſured 
him, that if he ſhould happen to be taken, they 
would get him to be admitted Evidence, or bring him 
off ſome Way or other. He ſaid, that they oli. 
cited him a long Time, and gave him Money ſeve- 
ral Times, before he engaged in the Scheme, which 
was not at all agreeable to his Inclinations; and be- 
lieved he ſhould never have been concerned at all, 
but, being one Day in Company with Milian 
Holmes, alias Bunks, Fohn Newton, Francis Man- 
deville, and Fonathan Stephens, they hinted to him, 
that it might be worth his While to go upon the 
Scamp with them, as he might thereby ſupply him- 
ſelf with Money as well as they did. To this he 
conſented, and actually went with them four or 
five Nights, and they committed ſeveral trifling 
Robberies together, in and about Stepney-fields, 
Whitechapel, and Places adjacent; but ſaid he never 
got any Thing conſiderabie, nor did they abuſe any 
one they robbed. They robbed together before he 
betrayed them, which he ſhould. not have done ſo 
ſoon but for the following Accident. Going along 
the Street, a little Diſtance from Rag- Fair, he hap- 
pened to be met by a Perſon they had robbed a Day 
or two before, and who lived in or about /hitechape!, 
who, knowing Simmonds, ſeized him by the Collar, 
and charged him with the Robbery ; but he making 
ſome Reſiſtance, and his Companions being near 
at Hand, they reſcued him, and he made his Eſcape. 
However, this Accident determined him to — 
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the Secret no longer; and, fearing he ſhould be 
ſoon apprehended, he went immediately to Mitchell, 
and acquainted him with the ſeveral Robberies they 
had committed, and of the Accident which had 
happened to him; and alſo when and where he 
and his Companions were to meet again, to go out 
upon the Scamp, which was to be that Evening at 
the Queen's Head in the Back-Lans, Rag- Fair, 
Siumonds went there, and met his Companions ac- 
cording to Appointment, and he was ſoon aiter fol- 
lowed by Mitebell, M* Donald, Valentine, Stanley, 
(allet, and others of the Thief-catching Gang, 
who apprehended them all, except Stevens, who 
ſlipt under the Table, got out of the Houſe, and 
ran away. But, whether the Thief-catchers con- 
nived at his Eſcape or not, Simmonds did not know. 
Mitchell and the reſt, by Enquiry, ſoon found that 
one of the Perſons who had been robbed was named 
Joſepb Chandler, who lived in Ex, a ſmall Diſ- 
tance from Londen; and, upon ſending to him, he 
came and ſaw Simmonds, Holmes, Newton, and 
Mandeville, before the Juſtice, and ſwore poſitively 
that he had been ſtopped and robbed, between 
Rag-Fair and Whitechapel, of a Linen Stock and 
dilver Stock-Buckle, a Pair of Shoe-Buckles and 
Knee-Buekles, one Guinea, and 4 s. 6 d. in Sil- 


ver, and that Simmonds, Netoten, and Mandeville 


were three of the Perſons; and that the Knee» 
Buckles, which were then produced, and which 
had been taken out of Holmes's Breeches, were his 
Property. Upon which Holmes, Newton, and Man- 
deville were committed to Newgate, and Simmonds 
to New Priſon; and, in October 1751, Holmes, 
Newton, and Mandeville were convicted for the 
ſaid Robbery at the Old Bailey, on the Evidence of 
the Proſecutor Simmonds, The Thief-takers got 
420 J. Reward, on the Conviction, out of which 
they allowed Simmonds only 10 l. and even _—_ 
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ed to keep him in Cuſtody till that was ſpent, ex- 
cept about 30 . This he ſuppoſed they did, tl at 
he might, by ſtil] being in indigent Circumſtances, 
be the more ready to engage in any future Scheme 
they might put him upon; for, ſoon after his Nic. 
charge, they were teazing him again with their 
former Solicitations : But, he abſolutely refuſing to 
have any Thing further to do in ſuch Buſineſs, they 
were very angry, and had ſeveral Quarrels, in one 
of which he was very much beat, and received a 
large Cut in his Fore-Head with a Hanger; and 
they contrived ſeveral Schemes in order to draw 
him into ſome Robbery, that they might hang or 


- tranſport him; and had once prevailed on a Garde- 


ner (as he was informed) to ſwear a Robber 
againſt him, but the Man afterwards would not 
proceed in the Profecution. 

Upon being aſked, if he was not again Evidence 
in the Cid Bailey, in February Seſſions 1752, by 
the Name of Emanuel de Roja, againſt Anthony de 
Roſa, for robbing and murdering Mr. Fargu-s near 
the Barking Dogs, he denied it, but faid he knew, 
and was well acquainted with Anthony and Emaru | 
de Roſa, and alſo with Milliam Fuliager, the other 
Perſon concerned, who made his Eſcape. And, it 
being again more cloſely put to him, he perſiſted 
in denying it; and declared, that if any one doubt= 
ed the Truth of what he ſaid, they might be ſatiſ- 
fied he was not the Perſon by enquiring of Mill an 
Hind, Keeper of (I forget the Name of the 


Place) who had Emanuel de Roſa in his Cuſtody, 


and alſo knew him (Simmonds) very well. He ſaid 
he narrowly eſcaped being concerned in the Rob- 
bery and Murder of Mr. Brown, the Brewer's Clerk 
in all. Cl Square, for which Randolph Bran 
and William Deſſent were convicted at the Old Bai- 
ley, in September Seſſions 1752, as he had agreed to 
go upon the Scamp with them that Night, and was 
to 
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to meet them at the Houſe of one Anne Stitchbourne 
for that Purpoſe ; and that he went accordingly, 
and they actually called there for him; but he hap- 
pening to be in Company with a Girl, that he uſed 
to be pretty familiar with, ſhe difluaded him from 
going with them, and prevailed on him to ſtay 
with her; and he was in the Houſe when Branch 
and Daſſent came back again, and brought the 
Watch, and ſold it to Stztchbourne ; upon which 
he upbraided the Girl, for hindering his going with 
them and ſharing the Booty ; but he did not know 
till next Day that they had hurt the Man, when 
¶ Donald, and ſome others of the Gang, appre- 
hended him on Suſpicion, and ſeemed mightily 
pleaſed, and in great Hopes that they had then got 
ſomething againſt him that would certainly hang 
him ; but, being had into the Room where Brown 
lay, he, upon ſeeing him, made Signs (being ſpeech- 
lets) that he was not one of the Perſons. He 
ſaid, he had committed no Robberies on the High- 
way, ſince thoſe he did with Helnis, Mandeville, 
&c.; that he never committed any Murder, or 
broke open any Houſe in his Life; but that he had, 
ſince being Evidence, committed many petty 
Thefts, which were not worth mentioning, none 
of them being of any Conſequence except that for 
which he was convicted: That, notwithitanding 
what Smith, the Evidence, depoſed againſt him 
upon his Trial, as to his (Simmonds's) taking the 
Tankard out of the Houſe, it was abſolutely falſe, 
as Smith carried it away himſelf, though they had 
agreed together to ſteal it, and he knew Smith had 
It under his Coat, and was but a little before him 
when the Proſecutor apprehended him. He ſaid, 
That what the Proſecutor ſwore upon the Trial, 
as to his acknowledging his ſtealing the Tankard 
out of the Houſe, after he was apprehended and 
biought back, was abſolutely falſe, he being very 

certain 


— 
— - — 
_ * — — — 
22 —— — — — * 4 D = > 
= 7 — > 4 — — — 2 * . 
* . = = = kak . . 
hs ——— 
- 7 — " - , — © a 


yet he freely forgave him and all the world, _— 
He appeared to be a Fellow of great Reſolution 


——u— 
* 2 — —= 


142 John Simmonds, c. 


certain he never did, nor could make any ſuch Ac. 
knowledgment ; and, although he believed that tg 
be the chief Reaſon of his being capitally convicted, 


and undaunted Courage ; and, though he was to- 
tally illiterate, yet his natural Parts were exceeding 
quick, and his Apprehenſion clear; and, had his 
Inclinations taken a good and virtuous, inſtead of 
a vicious and wicked Turn, he would have been z 
very uſeful Member to whatever Society he had 
happened to live in. 

He ſaid, he always had been extremely wicked 
from his Cradle, and that his Inclinations had ever 
led him to vicious Courſes; nor had he ever re- 
flected upon the evil Tendencies of them, till ſince 
his Conviction; and that, if he had been acquitted 
on his Trial, he believed the Eſcape would have 
had no good Effect towards a Reformation in him, 
but that he ſhould have thoughtleſsly continued in 
the ſame wicked Courſes, without any Reflection; 
as he ſeldom regarded any Thing further than gra- 
tifying his preſent Wants or Defires, and never 
conſidered whether they were neceſſary or extra- 
vagant. 

He ſaid, He was not in the leaſt afraid to die, 
and ſeemed to look forward undauntedly upon his 
approaching Exit. But, when he reflected upon 
his paſt wicked Life, he appeared to be very ſot- 
rowful, and to have great Horror and Remorſe for 
the many Sins he had committed; and ſaid, he ſin- 
cerely repented, and wag heartily ſorry that he had 
ſo miſpent his Time and Talents ; and that he 
hoped God would, of his infinite Mercy, and 
through the Interceflion of his Saviour and Redeem- 
er, pardon and forgive them, and receive him into 
his everlaſting Kingdom; for which he prayed con- 
tinually. He behaved well during the whole Time 
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of his Confinement, and was very penitent after 
his Conviction, He prayed very frequently all 
the Way from the Priſon to the Place of Execution ; 
and, when he came there, after ſome Time ſpent 
in Prayer, he deſired all People to take Warning 
by him, and pray for him. When the Halter was 
put about his Neck, and he had ſtood upon the 
Board ſome Time, praying, and recommending 
his Soul to God, the Waggon began to move, 
and he gave a ſudden Spring, and launched into 
Eternity. 
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Hiſtory of the Thief-Takers, Mac Donald, 
Berry, Salmon, and Gahagan, otherwiſe 
Egan, Ce. 


Ever was Wickedneſs carried to ſo monſtrous 
a Height, or fo long eſcaped with Impunity, 
as the horrible Villainies of theſe Miſcreants, whoſe 
Hiſtory we here offer to the public View. Nor 
can the Records of any Nation upon Earth, how 
barbarous and ſavage ſoever they may be repreſent- 
ed, furniſh ſuch a continued Series of inhuman and 
unprovoked Cruelties and Murders, executed by 
any Set of Men, as have been perpetrated by theſe 
incarnate Demons, under the Maſque of doing pubs 
lic Juſtice. *Nay, it may be truly affirmed, that 
were we to ſearch the Journals of the Old Bailey 
for an hundred Years paſt, we ſhall not find their 
Equals in relentleſs Cruelty. They made no Scruple 
of ſacrificing the Lives of a great Number of inno- 
cent Perſons, with no other View than to get Mo- 
ney; and, as an Aggravation of their Crimes, they 
always added Perjury to Murder. They laid Snares 
for the Unwary, forged Robberies for thoſe who 
were never guilty of them, and fixed them in open 
| Court, 
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Court, by the moſt ſolemn Appeal to God, when, 
at the ſame Moment, their Conſciences told them, 
that every Fact they ſwore to was abſolutely falſe. 
And ſo artfully were their iniquitous Schemes con. 
trived, that it was almoſt impoſſible for the Perſon, 
whom they doomed to the Slaughter, to eſcape the 
Snare, They had their Terriers, to ſtart the Game, 
while this Pack of Bloodhounds were watching to 
devour it. They always had their under Agents tg 
ſeek out the Object for a Victim, which they them. 
ſelves undertook to butcher at the Altar, 

Nor was London the only Stage on which they 
exhibited their barbarous Practices ; for they were 
frequently ſeen at Aſſizes in ſeveral Parts of the 
Country, purſuing the ſame hell:i{h Deſigns of 
ſwearing innocent People out of their Lives, tor tlic 
Reward, 

For twenty Years and upwards have theſe Blood- 
ſuckers been preying upon the Lives of poor heed- 
leſs Creatures, who have been griped to Death by 
their mercileſs Talons. Scarce a Seſſion was held 
at the Old Bailiy, for many Years paſt, but ſome 
unhappy Wretch has been ſacrificed to their cruel 
Avarice, And fo hardened, fo loſt to all Senſe of 
Humanity, Compaſſion, and Remorſe were theſe 
abandoned Villains, that upon ſharing the Reward 
on the Conviction of any Criminal (whom their 
Perjuries had made ſo) they always had an Enter- 
tainment, which they very juſtly called the Bl: 
Feaſt; at the Concluſion of which they concerted 
Meaſures for their next Enterprize, and conſulted 
for pitching upon the unfortunate Wretch who was 
to be the Object of their ſanguinary Proſecution, 
and accordingly gave Directions to their indefati- 
gable Agents, who never failed to bring in the Prey 
they were ordered to hunt for. And fo trolickſome 
weie they on theſe Occaſions, that if any one of 
tlem had happened to milcarry in the Proſecution 
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fc had undertaken, be was ſure to be the Subject 
of Jeſt and Banter of the whole Company. The 
following Story is an Inſtance of this Kind, 

About a Year and a half ago, Gabagan, alias 
Egan, (killed in the Pillory in Smith profe- 
cuted a young Fellow for robbing him in the Fields. 
At the Trial he firſt ſwore he was aſleep under 
a Haycock ; but being further examined by the 
Court, he declared he was walking in the Fields, 
On ſo manifeſt a Contradiction, the Priſoner was 
acquitted, This was a large Field for Mac Do- 
raid to play upon Gahagan, and he did not ſpare 
to rally him ſufficiently for his aukward and ridicu- 
lous Management ; telling him, that when he him- 
ſelf proſecuted, he a'ways made ſure I ork if it. 

It were eaſy to fill a large Volume with Ac- 
counts of the horrid Schemes and diabolical Prac- 
tices of theſe Monſters of kuman Nature ; but we 
chuſe to confine our Hiſtory to the Time when 
Thief-taking was followed as a Trade, and (what is 
{till more amazing) when theſe execrable Wretches 
began to be ſupported and encouraged by ſome Ma- 
gittrates, who (it may reaſonably be preſumed) 
profited by their Labours ; ſince, in public Adyer- 
tiſements, they have not been aſhamed to call them 
very honeſt Fellows, and Men who hazarded their 
Lites for the Sake of their Country, 

The firſt Thing we ſhall take notice of here, 
was, in July Seſſions, 1750, in the Mayoralty of 
Mr. Alderman * : where we find Mae 
Donald (who many Years before, being taken up 
tor a Robbery on the Highway, turned Evidence, 
and hanged his Companion) profecuting Thos 
Dunkin and Edward: Bruſby, for robbing him in 
Pancras Fields of 2 s. 24. in Money, and ſhoot- 
ing at him; on whoſe Trial he poſitively ſwore 
the two Priſoners were two of the three Men that 


robbed and fired at him; but it appearing by an- 
H | 
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other Witneſs, who was along with Mac Drug 
at that Time, that the two Priſoners were not the 
Men; they being coming by ſome little Time af- 
terwards, Mac Donald ſeized them; they werg 
both acquitted, and he baulked of his expected Re. 
ward, 

At this Time Mar Donald was a Marſhalſea 
Court Officer, and a profeſſed Thief-taker, and 
went out with ſome others to take Fellows, who, 
he ſaid, uſually robbed in the Fields near Sir J 
Oldcaſile's; and though it appeared on the Trial, 
that Mac Donald had received three Wounds, it 
was ſtrongly ſuſpected that he got thoſe Wounds 
in ſome other Undertaking, than that of endeavour- 
ing to take Thieves. 

The ſirſt Enterprize we ſhall mention, in which 
Mac Donald, Berry, Salmon, and Gahagan, alias 
Egan, were engaged, was in the Mayoralty of Mr. 
Alderman Coctayne, in the Year 1751. It was the 
Proſecution of Newman and March, two unfortu- 
nate young Lads, whom they had ſingled out as 
very proper Objects for their Purpoſe. But be- 
fore we procced to their artful Management in 
bringing theſe ſuppoſed Criminals to Juſtice, it is 
neceſſary to inform the Reader of the Nature of 
the Crime for which they were indicted ; which 
was this : 

Il illiam Newman and James March were indict- 
ed, for that they, in a certain Paſſage, or open 
P.ace near the King's Highway, on James Daniel 
did make an Aſſault, and ſteal from his Perſon one 
Hat, Value 13. b 4. one Silk Handkerchief, one 
Pair of leather Shoes, one Penknife, and 1 5s. 64. 
in Money, on September 2d, 1750. This was the 
Crime charged in the Indictment, but had no Foun- 
dation in Truth or Fa. The Scheme was art- 
fully contrived by Mac Donald, Berry, Salmin, 


and Gahagan, alias Egan, in order to take away 
the 
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the Lives of theſe two filly Youths, whoſe Folli-s 
and bad Conduct they knew had rendered them fi: 
for their Purpoſe. However, as they did not thin c 
proper to appear themſelves as Witneſſes upon th: 
Trial, it was judged neceſlary to liſt ſome other; 
into the Service, to do the dirty Work for them, 
for which they were promiſed an equal Share in 
the Reward, Purſuant to this Plan of Operation, 
they procured one James Daniel to be the Perſon 
who was to be robbed ; Timothy Brads was to cor- 
roborate Daniel's Evidence, by ſwearing he was 
in the Priſoner's Company when the Robbery was 
committed; and /F/oaa4ward Harlow, whoſe right 
Name was [/zadward Archer Harlow, a | hief- 
taker, was to be the Perſon to ſeize them. 

Accordingly, when the Trial came on, James 
Daniel (wore poſitively to the following Fects: 
That on the Day laid in the Indictment, he had 
been with a young Fellow Part of the Way to 
Coven'ry, and on his Return home, called at the 
Two Brewers at Hockley in the Hole, where he drank 
a Pint of Beer. Coming out into the Street, he 
law three Men ſtanding by a Lamp, two of them 
had Hats, and the other a Cap. They croſſed 
over to him, upon which he turned up into a Yard 
to make Water, One of them laid hold of his 
Collar, and the other on his Shoulder on the other 
dide ; one of them had a long Piece of Iron in his 
Hand, which Danicl took for a Sword; one ſwore 
he would knock his Brains out if he ſtirred ; and 
the other took off his Hat, and put it on March's 
Head, "Then Newman put his Hand in his Pocket, 
and took out one Shilling and Sixpence, T hey 
took from him likewiſe a Penknife and a Hand- 
kerchief, in which was tied up a Pair of Shoes, 
Then they ran away, and he went on. 

Timo'by Brads, who was the Inſtrument which 


the Gang made uſe of to decoy Newman an! 
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March into a Robbery, did for that End, make 
himſelf a Party with them; but to prevent his be- 
ing involved in the fame Fate, theſe Demons we 
are treating of took Care to have him admitted an 
Evidence. Accordingly he ſwore on the Trial, 
that he and the two Priſoners went out together 
with a full Intent to rob; and coming up with the 
Proſecutor on Saffron- Hill, he followed him into 
George-Yard, where he was making Water, and 
with the Help of the two Priſoners, robbed him of 
the Things above-mentioned, which they divided 
among them, On the Proſecutor's crying out, 
Stop Thief, they were purſued, and March and 
Neu man taken, but got away again; and ſoon at- 
ter he meeting March at their Place of Rendcz- 
vous, they went together to St. Giles's, to get ſome 
Victuals out of the Money. Next Morning, a8 
they were coming up Pu ple-· Lane, they were ſeized 
by Hodward Archer Harleu (planted there for that 
Purpoſe) who took them before a Juſtice, whcre 
Brads being admitted an Evidence, immediately 
went in Purſuit of Newman, and found him. 
Woodward Harlow, a T hief-taker, or pretended 
Conſtable, on the ſaid Trial ſwore, that going 
along Purple- Lane he met with one Mr. Berz, 


(one of the Gang) and hearing a Cry of Stop Thi, 


and ſeeing a Lad running along, he laid hold of 
him, but he got from him ; however he took his 
Wig and a Piece of Iron. The next Day he took 
Brads the Evidence, and March, and carried them 
to his Room, and took a Penknife out of March's 
Pocket, who thereupon ſell a crying, and begged 
he would let him go to his Father, who would 
ive him twenty Guineas ; that he was out of tis 
Lenſes, and the Devil was in him when he did it, 
Brads ſaid, he was a Neighbour's Child, and en- 
treated him to ſpeak to the Julilice to get him ad- 
mitted an Evidence, which was dune EY. 
hen 
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Then taking Brads with him, they and Berry went 
in Purſuit of Newman, and having found him, they 
brought. him back to March, who, on ſeeing him, 
fell a crying. Said Newman, You whining Son of 4 
Bitch, what do you cry for? Confeſs and be hanged ; 
you can do no more at laſt. 

A Robbery being thus plainly proved, by the po- 
ſirive Evidence of theſe three People, the Falſity 
of which it was impoſſib'e either for the Priſoners 
to make appear, or the Court and Jury to detect, 
they were both found Guilty, Death, | 


Newman, in the Confeſſion he made a little be- 
fore his Execution, ſaid, he was near twenty-one 
Years of Age, and born in St. Giles's in the Fields, 
and the laſt Child baptized in that Church before 
it Fas pulled down in order to be rebuilt. As he 
grew up, having no [Inclination either to Learning 


or Buſineſs; he went to Sea, and was in the Fleet 
which was ſent to guard the Coaſts of Scotland, in 
1745. While he was on board, a Relation died 
and left him 100 J. to be paid him at the Age of 
Twenty-one, and which he would have been en- 
titled to had he lived till Chri/mas, On his Re- 
turn from Sea, he drew 151. of the 100 l. which he 
ſoon ſquandered away in an idle and diſſolute Man- 
ner, and was reduced to the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and 
falling into bad Company, they, together with his 
Neceſſity, urged him to do many fooliſh Things 
merely for his Support. 
As to the Fact for which he ſuffered, he ſaid, 
it was a Scheme laid to take away his Life for the 
Sake of the Reward; to make which appear, he 
ſaid, that what the Proſecutor ſwore, and Brads 
the Evidence confirmed, was falſe : That indeed 
he and Brads did go out together, and wandered 
they ſcarce knew where, but happened to ſtumble 
3 into 
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into George-Yard, where they ſaw a Man ſleeping 
ia a Cart, from whom he owned the Things were 
taken; but they went off, and left the Man as faſt 
aſleep as they found him. From hence he con- 
cluded, that it was the Deſign of Brads to enſnare 
him and March; becauſe as ſoon as they left the 
Man, Brads went away, and he ſaw him no more 
till he was apprehended by the Thief-taker, who 
was directed by Brads where to find him. New- 
man added, that when he was ſeized, Har ow the 
Thief-taker ſaid to him, that Money he wanted, 
and Money he muſt have, and he had rather get it by 
taking Thicues, than by going a thieving, 

March was but ſeventeen Years old, had no 
Education, was put Apprentice to a Waterman, 
whoſe Service he quitted, to aſſociate with all the 
idle Vagabond Boys he could meet with, which at 
length proved his Ruin. He was ignorant almoſt 
to Stupidity, and therefore it was no Wonder he 
faid nothing. Nor is it at all ſurpriſing, that theſe 
two poor unhappy Creatures ſhould fall into the 
Snare ſo artfully prepared for them, by the villainous 
Intrigues of this rapacious and bloody Gang. 

One may judge of the Juſtice of this Proſecu- 
tion from the Characters of the Witneſſes on whoſe 
Evidence theſe two poor unhappy Youths were 
convidted. James Daniel, the Proſecutor, was an 
Jriſi man, a vile profligate Fellow, a Sort of Re- 
tainer to the Gang, and always ready to do any dirty 
Work they ſhould fet him upon; for which they 
ſometimes gave him a little Money, and ſometimes 
Liquor : But this being a Job of ſome. Conſequence, 
they agreed with him, if he went through Stitch 
without Boggling, for a certain Sum of Money. 
 Timithy Brads, who ſupported Daniel's Evidence, 
by ſwearing himſelf a Party concerned in the Rob- 
bery, was the Apprentice of a Taylor againſt 
L244] | | | Haiton- 
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Hatton-IWall, in the Neighbourhood of Mac Do- 
„ald and Berry, near Saffron- Hill, Him, the Gang 
had inveigled into their Services, and by promiſing 
him an equal Share of the Reward, prevailed with 
him to engage in a Robbery with Newman and 
March, aſſuring him they would bring him off, by 
procuring him to be allowed an Evidence againſt 
them. But though Brads did the Buſineſs eftec- 
tually, without the leaſt Heſitation, yet upon Pay- 
ment of the Reward, amounting to 280 J. which 
the Gang received on the Conviction of theſe two 
unhappy Wretches, they allowed Brads but nine 
Shillings for his Share. Such heinous Ingratitude 
for the important Service he had done them, tho' 
of the worlt Kind, put him upon reflecting, that 
ſince they had ſo ill rewarded him for this foul Bu- 
ſineſs, very poſſibly they would make no Scruple to 
ſacrifice even him, perhaps, the firſt Opportunity, 
if they ſhould happen to be at a Loſs for another 
Vitim. To prevent which, he ſold himſelf to one 
of our American Plantations, and has not been 
heard of ſince. SONY. | 

It deſerves Notice here, that the Gang firſt de- 
fired Tom Blee to undertake this iniquitous Jobb; 
but upon his Refuſal, they prevailed on this pour 
Lid, on the Conſiderations before- mentioned, to 
do their foul Drudgery. When the Robbery was 
committed, Mac Donald, Berry, Gabagan, and Sal. 
mon were all poſted near at Hand, ready to appre- 
hend che Robbets. 

Macdibard Harlau was a Thief-fäker, and acted 
occaſionally as a Conſtable, and had an equal Share 
in the Reward with the reſt of the Gang, on the 
Conviction of any Criminal whom they had pro- 
fecuted, But notwithſtanding they had agreed to 
divide the Reward that ſhould be given on the Con- 
demnation of Newman and March, Shilling for 
Shilling, among them all, yet Harlow would not 
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allow Mac Donald any Part of it, becauſe he dig 
not mount, as they termed it, that is, appear on the 
Trial as an Evidence. Mac Donald, however, was 
determined not to loſe his Share; and therefore, 
ſince he could not get it by fair Means, he had Re- 
courſe to ſuch as he was pretty ſure would procure 
E 

In ſhort, he arreſted Harlow for 40 J. who, not 
being able to procure Bail, was ſent to Priſon ; but 
1 not liking his Confinement, he, to procure his Li- 
Ll berty, agreed that Mac Donald ſhould have his 
| 


0 Share, which he accordingly had. 
| This Diſpute had like to have proved fatal to the 
whole Gang: For had they proceeded to a Trial at 
10 Law, what horrid Scenes of Villainy would have 
þ have been laid open] How would this Neſt of Hornets 
; been blown up, with an Exploſion that muſt have 
| aſtoniſhed the whole Town! However, the Thing 
1 was compromiſed at laſt; and though it made a 
| Breach between Mac Donald and Harlnw, yet it 
was the Means of cementing a ſtricter Union than 
ever between Mac Donald and Berry, When all 
Matters in Difference were ſettled and adjuſted be- 
tween them, they flaſhed away, and ſpent their 
Money as profuſely as they had got it wickedly ; 
as all the Alehouſes on Soffron-Hil}, and in that 
Neighbourhood, can teſtify, 

In the September Seſſions following we find Mr. 
Berry (he always on his Evidence ſwore his Name 
was Burry) proſecuting one William Tyler, tor 
ſtealing a black Gelding, Value 5 J. belonging to 
Mr. Stephen Martyn of Enfield, who was convided 
and executed at Tyburn for the ſaid Fact. Mac 
Donald and Berry, the laſt being at that Time a 
Dealer in Horſes, as a Pretence of a honeſt Way 
of Livelihood, beſides what he got by Rewards for 
taking of Robbers, or more properly * 
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Robbers, fixed upon a Scheme (as they had the Life 
of the ſaid Tyler in their Hands, he having to theic 
Knowledge, committed a Robbery which would 
have ſubjected him on Conviction to be tran(- 
ported) to let Tyler go and fieal Horſes, and 
bring them to Berry's Stab'es, where Berry uſed to 
keep them a while, and then fell them, in which 
Way of Traffic they. went on not long ; for ehe 
third Horſe the ſaid Yer had ſtole, was Mr. Mar- 
tyn's of Enfield, which Berry hearing, that ſome 
People ſaid that black Ge!ding had been ſtole from 
Erfi-ld, out of a Cloſe of One Mr. Martyn, or 
was very like the ſame; Mac Donald and Berry 
conſulted what was proper to be done for the Safety - 
of Berry, and accordingly concluded to take up 
Tyler, and carry him betore 2 Juſtice, on Suſpi- 
cion of ſtealing two Horſes (for Berry and Mac 
Donald had diſpoſed of only one of the three which 
Tyler had ſtolen) which they did, and he was ac- 
cordingly committed ; and then they concluded, 
to ſhew their own Honeſty, to advertiſe the two 
Horſes, with their Marks; and this Scene of Vil- 

lainy ended in the Execution of Tyler at Tyburn. 
They had now taken into their Service Thomas 
Bl-te, who was the Evidence againſt themſelves, 
and conſulted him to find out a fit Man for their 
Purpoſe, who was poor and deftitute ; accordingly 
he met one Chriflopher Woodland, to whom he 
gave a Dram, and ſoon got acquainted with him; 
and then informed Berry and Mac Donald of it, 
who were to ſee him, as he was the next Day to 
meet Bee, who was to help him into ſome Buſineſs, 
after which they told Blee it would do: Then it 
was agreed by Berry and Mac Donald, to get one 
of their old Acquaintance that lived at Rag Fair, 
to go down with them to Znfie/d Fair, where they 
were to go under Pretence of buying Horſes ; and 
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as this Acquaintance of theirs, his Surname * Da. 
niel, and has but one Eye, was to be robbed on 
his Way coming back by Blee and this Woodland; 
and in Caſe J/;odland would not comply, then Bl; 
was to rob Daniel, and Berry and Mac Donald wete 
to ſeize Wordland, and Daniel was to ſwear to him. 
It was agreed it ſhould be done in the Pariſh of 
Edmonton, on account of 201. offered by the In- 
habitants there. 

Accordingly Berry gave Blee Money to buy half 
a Hundred of Oranges to carry down to the &.. 
Andrew's Fair, there to be throwed at by Boys 
with Sticks for a Halfpenny a Time, and he pre- 
vailed with //2:4land to go with him, to whom 
he was to give a Shilling, and Victuals and Drink 
for his Trouble. Blze and Wodland accordingly 
went there, where Bee ſearched the Fair to find 
his Maſters Berry and Mac Donald, but they not 
being there, he and Meodland returned to Town, 
and nothing happened, but only in their Way 
home Bleze ſounded F/oodland, who he found was 
not for going on the Highway ; but agreed, if any 


Thing could be got in Londen, he ſhould have no 


Objection, on Condition Blee was concerned, 

The next Day Bl:e ſees Berry and Mac Donald, 
who told him they could not come though their 
Horfes were ready, for Daniel, who was to be 
robbed, and who had got the particular Piece to 
be taken, did not come to them. Upon lee 
telling how far he had founded Mocdland, Berry 
made Anſwer, and ſaid, D n me, I have got in 
my Head a dead Mill to jump in for 40 l. to bear 
Charges till ſomething better ers; which villainous 
Scheme follows. 


Not the ſame Darnie! that was Proſecutor of March 
and Neuman, iy 
E 6 
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We ſhall now ſpeak of the villainous Proſecu- 
tion, which this bloody Gang, Mac Donald, Berry, 
Gahagan, and Salman brought upon. the Stage, 
which was in the Mayoralty of Mr, Alderman 
Rawlinſon, in the Year 1753. The Victim in- 
tended to be ſacrificed, in order to their obtaining 
the Reward, was this ſame Chri/topber Iolland, 
juſt ſpoke of, and the Scheme laid to entrap him, 
was contrived in this Manner. Gabagan, alias 
Egan, was to, take the lower Part of Berry's Houſe 
on Saffron- Hill, which he did, and ſome Goods 
were to be borrowed of Mrs, Jones the Broker; 
Tom Blee was to engage //7odland to aſſiſt him in 
breaking open the Houſe and taking the Goods; 
I/ardland was to be ſeized, and Blee eſcape. 

Blee and I/oadland went together; Blee takes 
off the Padlock, which he had been concerned in 
putting on, and brings out the Things in a Bag 
left there on Purpoſe, and gives them to /Yoadland 
to carry off; it was concerted that the Goods ſhould 
be carried to Mrs. Jones's from whence they came, 
which they did that Night, and after bargaining 
for them, ſhe gave them a Shilling in Part, and 
they were to call the next Day for the reſt, 

This Scheme was purſued in every Particular, 
and Nodland was ſeized the next Day, and brought 
to his Trial, and indicted, for that he, on the 3d 
of December, about the Hour of Nine at Night, 
the Dwelling- houſe of James Gabagan did break 
and enter, three Linen Shirts, Value 4 s. one Pair 
of Blankets, Value 5s. one Linen Counterpane, 
two Smoothing-irons, four Candleſtic ks, four Plates, 
and a Pair of Metal Shoe-buckles, the Goods of 
the ſaid James, in the ſaid Dwelling-houſe, did 
ſteal, take, and carry away. 

In order to prove the Fact charged in the Indict- 
ment, Gahagan ſwore, that about 8 o'Clock at 
Night of the Day above-mentioned, he went our, 
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and coming in a little before 10, he found the Pad. 
lock taken off from the Door, and the Stock-lock 
broke; that his Houſe was faſt before he went out; 
that he found a ſtrong Chiſſel in the Houſe, with 
which he ſuppoſed it was broke open. Upon his 
miſling the Things, and talking of it publickly, one 
Mrs. Jones, who keeps a Broker's Shop in Brotes“ 
Alley, ſent to him the next Day, to acquaint him 
that ſhe had the Things. Accordingly he went 
and received them. The Priſoner was taken and 
carried befoie Juſtice St. Lawrence, who aſked 
him how he came by the Things? He ſaid, he waz 
at the Houſe with ſome other Company, and that 
he held the Bag while they put them in ; and that 
it was the firſt Fact. Then Gahagan, upon ſearch- 
ing him, found the Buckles wrapt up in his 
Apron. 

Mary Jones, (who had lent theſe Goods to Ga- 
hagan, on Purpoſe that he — be robbed of 
them, and who was afterwards Proſecutor of Kid. 
den) depoſed, That ſhe lived in Broter's Alley by 
Drury Lane; that the Priſoner and another Perſon 
(meaning Tem Blee) came, on the Day laid in the 
Indictment, about 4 O'Clock in the Afternoon, 
to her Houſe, and aſked her if ſhe would buy ſome 
"Things. She deſired to know what they were ? 
"They ſaid they would bring them preſently, went 
away, and came again about 9g o'Clock, and brought 


the Things. She told them, ſhe would not look 


at them that Night, becauſe it was too late. They 
came to her again the next Day for the Money for 
the Goods, She bid them go to ſome Place and 
ſtay a little. Accordingly they went to a Public- 
houſe in Leng Acre, where ſhe followed them, in 
order to have them ſecured. She ſtopt the Pri- 
ſoner, but the other ran away; and the Priſoner 
then ſaid, he brought the Things from a Houſe on 
Littl; Saffren-Hill, She ſaid, How did you get 

to 
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into the Houſe ? He replied, there was a Fellow 
who broke open the Door, who went in, and he 
after him, and he put the Things in the Bag, and 
brought them away. She then ſent a Man to Saf- 
ron- Hill, to enquire what Houſe was broke open, 
who found the Proſecutor diſcourſing about it, and 
brought him back with him, and they took the 
Priſoner to Juſtice St. Lawrence, who, after Exa- 

mination, committed him. 

The Priſoner, in his Defence, ſaid, it was the 
firſt Fact he was ever guilty of in his Life, and did 
this for Want, Guilty of Felony only. 

The Method contrived to take Woodland, and 
let Blee eſcape, was this: When Jones ſent them 
to a Public-houſe to wait for her, ſhe, in the mean 
time, went to find Mac Donald; and it was con- 
certed between them, that when Mac Donald came 
in, Blee ſhould go out under Pretence to make 
Water and ſo march off, as he did, and left poor 
Moodland in the Lurch. When the Trial of Vend- 
land came on, Blee, who was unknown to Vood- 
lard by Name, was, with the Bag with the Goods 
in it, at the Little George in the Old- Bailey, while 
Gahagan and Mrs. Jones were at the Biſhop's- 
Head. 

But however dextrouſly this fine Scheme was 
contrived, the Projectors miſſed their Aim. For 
the Jury, finding the Priſoner guilty of Felony 
only, he was tranſported, and conſequently they 
loſt their expected Reward ; which ſo enraged 
them, that they all ſwore, that naar gay ſhould 
pay for it ſeverely. Bee was ordered to look out 
ſharp; and Mrs. Jones and Berry were to be Pro- 
ſecutors in their next Adventure. Their Reſolu- 
tion proved fatal to poor Fo/hua KidJen, whom the 
next Seſſions they robbed of his Life, as will be 
ſeen in the enſuing Trial; which we have given at 
large, that the Reader may ſee to what horrible 
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Lengths: theſe execrable and blood-thirſty Villaing 
carried their cruel and inhuman Proſecutions, ge- 
cordingly, in the January Seſſions, which was the 
next after they had tried J/o:dland, Kidden was 
tried and convicted. 

Jaſbua Kidden was indicted, for that he, on the 
King's Highway, on Mary Jones, Widow, did 
make an Aſſault, putting her in corporal Fear and 
Danger of her Life, and ſtealing from her Perſon. 
one Guinea, and. four Shillings and Six-pence in 


Money numbered, Fanuary 7, 1754. 


Mary Fones. I live in Broter' Ally, Drury. 
Lane. Laſt Monday was Se'nnight, in the Morn- 
ing, I went to Mr. Berry, and aſked him to go 
along with me to Edmonton, We ſet out in a 
Chaiſe about 12 or 1 o'Clock from Hatton-Garden, 
and going to the Bell at Edmonton, ſtaid there very 
near three Hours. We went to enquire for a 
Man I wanted to fee, and ſet out between 5 and 
6 to come home. I got out at the Phugh at Tot- 
tenham, by Reaſon the Horſe kicked very much; 
and we had two Pints of hot Ale and Rum. Mr, 
Berry deſired me to walk a little to ſee how the 
Horſe . would go; and I believe I did walk about 
a Quarter of a Mile. He then called to me, and 
ſaid, the Horle went very well, and he believed I 
might get in. As I was going to get into the 
Chaiſe, two Fellows came round me, and ſaid, 

ou ſhall not get in; we muſt have what you have. 
Qne of them held my Arms, and taking a great 
Knife out of his Pocket, ſaid, he would {tick me, 
and that Fellow in the Chaiſe, if I ſpoke a Word. 
The other took my Pocket, in which was a Gui- 
nea, half a Crown, two Shillings, and a Trifle 
more. They then run away, and I ſtood by a 
Poſt, not being able to ſtand for ſome Time, 

2. How near was this to the Chaiſe ? 


Jones. It was juſt by the Challe. 
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©, Why do you charge the Priſoner ? 
ones, He is the Man that held the Knife to 
me, and ſaid, You old Bitch, if you ſay a Word, 

I will run you through, and the Man too. 

2. Did you ſee his Face? 

Jones. I had Time enough to ſee his Face; it 
was a very fine Moon-light Night, as light as Day. 

Q: Did you ever ſee the Priſoner before? 

Fonts. No, never to my Knowledge. 
How was he dreſſed ? 

Jones. He had a white Waiſtcoat, no Coat, 
and a Flannel Cap. The other had a blue Coat, 
and a great flouch Hat. Mr. Berry called to a 
Man that was coming by, and deſired him to help 
me into the Chaiſe. I got in, and then we went 
on to the Croſs- Keys, where we had a Glaſs of Rum; 
and at the Turnpike were told, that two Men had 
run through there as faſt as they could, and that 
they had been there-abouts for two or three Nights, 
Mr. Berry purſued them as faſt as he could to New- 
ington, Where he enquired after ſuch Men; and 
the Patroles anſwered, that two Men had run by. 
They were then in my Sight, and I deſired them 
to ſtop em. * One of the Thieves jumped over 
the Ditch and got off, but the Priſoner was taken, 
This was at the farther End of Newingtn, and 
we took him to a Public-houſe a little Way from 
Town, He was in the ſame Dreſs as when he 
committed the” Robbery; and he owned every 
Thing, ſaying, another Man brought him that 
Way, but he did net know for what; and that he 
was not the Perſon that took the Money. He 
owned he held me by the Arm, and that he pulled 
out a Knife upon me. He confeſſed the ſame be- 
tore the Juſtice. 


* Tom Blee. 
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Croſs Examination, 


2. What was your Buſineſs at Edmontry ? 
Jones. I went there to enquire for a Man who 
owed me Money. 
2. How long have you been acquainted with 
Mr. Berry? 
Jones. Many Years: 
What Time was this Robbery ? 
Jones. It was between Five and Six, near Six, 
2. Was you ever robbed before? 
ones, No, never in my Life. 
2 Berry. Laſt Monday was Se'nnight, Mrs, 
Jones came to me, and deſired me to go with her 
to Edmonton, to ſee for a Man who owed her about 
gl. We ſet out from thence about 6 o' Clock; 
and coming back, the Buckle of the Strap had got 
through, and the Horſe fell a kicking up much, 
Upon which I defired her to get out. ' his was 


Pints of Rum and Ale, There was another Man 
with us. I deſired her to walk a little, till I ſaw 
how the Horſe would go. She walked about a 
Quarter of a Mile, and then I ſaid to her, you 
may get in, But as ſhe was petting in, two Men 
caught hold of her. The Priſoner was one of 
them. His Stockings were tied below Knee, and 
he had a white Waiſtcoat on. I believe it was 
the Priſoner who held a Knife to her, and ſaid, 
You old Bitch, if you make a Noiſe I'll ſtick you, 
and the Man in the Chaiſe too. They took her 
aſide, and the other Perſon took her Money. This 
was juſt facing the Seven Trees, called the Seven 
S'Alers. I being lame, could not get out of the 
Chaiſe, Then they ran as faſt as they could. 

Did you ſee them take her Money? 


* 


Berij. 
2 


Mac Donald, Berry, Egan, &c. 16 


Berry, I ſaw them put a Hand to her Pocket, 
and I know ſhe had that Money about her, when 
ſhe came out of the Houſe. I got a Man ts help 
ker into the Chaiſe; and we called at the firſt 
Houſe on the Left-hand, where we had a Quartern 
of Rum. I drove along, enquiring of every Body ; 
and at Newington called at a Houſe, and told them 
how we had been ſerved. A Man came out along 
with me, I aſked the Patrole if they ſaw ſuch Per- 
ſons ; and about twenty Yards Diſtance I ſaw them 
both running. This was before we came to King/- 
land Turnpike; the other Man got over a Ditch, 
and the Priſoner was taken. We carried him to a 
Houſe on this Side the Turnpike, I faid, how. 
could you take the Money from this poor Woman! 
He ſaid, he did not take the Money, but only 
ſtood by. We then had him before Juſtice /Ythers ; 
and he then ſaid his Name was Joſhua Kidden, and 
that he lived in Blackboy-Allcy, He had on two 
Waiſtcoats and a Cap. 


Croſs Examinations 


; 2 How many Perſons have you proſecuted 
ere 

Berry, T believe I proſecuted a Man about eigh- 
teen Years ago. He ſtole Horſes, and I ſtopped 
him. That is the only Perſon I have been con- 
cerned in the Proſecution of in my Life. 

2. What is that Man's Name who took the 
Priſoner ? 

Berry, It was the Officer who went with us to 
take the Man at Edmonton, He is a Marſhalſea 
Court Officer, and his Name Mac Donald. 

2, Did you know the Priſoner ? | 

Berry. I have ſeen him a Year or two age 
about the Neu- Marlet, I believe, but am not po- 
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Priſener's Defence. a 
I know nothing of robbing the Woman. 


To the Priſoner's Character. 


George Carr. I have known the Priſoner ten 
Years, He always bore quite a good Character, 
that of an honeſt young Fellow. 

Samuel Robins. I have known him ten Years, 
He lives in my Neighbourhood in Little Britain, 
He is a Ticket-Porter. I don't know but he is a 
very honeſt Man, I am a Watch-Gilder, He 
has carried many Watches to and from me, and [ 
never heard of his doing any Thing diſhoneſt, 

Richard Andrews, I have known him from a 
little Child, but never heard any Thing diſhoneſt 
of him in all my Life. I am a Jeweller, and if 
he was now out, I would employ him to carry 
Jewels for me; and now I really can't believe the 
Thing againſt him. | 

Ge:rge Marſhal. I am a Watchmaker. I have 
known him nineteen or twenty Years. He has 
come backwards and forwards with Watch-caſcs 
to me. I took him to be an honeſt young Man; 
and was he out, I 'would truſt him to carry Goods 
for me. Guiity, Death, 


Thus fell poor Kidden a Sacrifice to the Avarice 
of theſe Wretches, whom neither the Sacredneſs 
of Oaths, nor the Conſideration of ſhedding inno- 
cent; Blood, could reſtrain from committing the 
moſt deteſtable of all Crimes, Perjury and Murder, 
That Kidden was innocent of the Fact for which 
he was proſecuted, tried, condemned and executed, 
is ſufficiently manifeſt, not only from the Ordina- 
iy's Account, and his Caſe written by himſelf, but 
from other Circumſtances which 1 ſhall e 

8888 re late; 
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relate; all which amount to a plain Proof, that he 
was Net Guilty, The Account given by the Or- 
dinary in his Dying-Speech, is as follows. 

Joſhua Kidden was twenty-ſix Years of Age, be- 
ing born of reputable Parents in the City of Lon- 
din, He had a very good Education, and was put 
out Apprentice at a proper Time, with no ſmall 
Sum of Money, to the genteel Profeſſion of an 
Apothecary : But, unhappily for him, his Mind 
was not inclined that Way, but after a while he 
was deſirous of going to Sea, which was indulged 
him; and I think he is ſaid to have been ſeven 
Years in that Way of Life. When he came home, 
his Parents laid out ſome Money to qualify him in 
the Art of Navigation, that he might in Time have 
Hopes of riſing in his Station of a Seaman: But 
neither did this ſuit his Genius; for, rather than 
zttend to the Inſtruction intended him, he went 
about idling his Time away with Company he had 
better been without. Finding himſelf neglected 
by his Friends, on account of his fooliſh Way of 
Life, he found there was no Hopes of Support 
from that Quarter any longer; ſo he condeſcended 
at laſt to betake himſelf to Labour as a Porter, at- 
tended the Fleet- Market, and Ho!born- Bridge, for 
that Purpoſe, in order to get Bread, He might 
have gone to Sea again; but having been taken 
Priſoner during the laſt War, and carried into 
France, gave him ſuch a Diſtaſte to that Way of 
Life, that he would rather undergo any Hardſhip, 
than return to that Employment. In his preſent 
Situation he got into the Neighbourhood of Fi-11- 
Lane; and one Evening went into the Cæſile in 
Chick-Lane, the Bottom of Soffron- Hill. There 
he got acquainted with a * Man, while he was 
drinking ſome Beer, who laid a Scheme to rob hint 
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of his Life. AiJden was complaining how poor 
he was, and how glad he ſhould be to be employed, 
Upon which his new Companion told him, he 
would give him a Day's Work, and provided him 
a Lodging in one of the bad Alleys in that Neigh. 
bourhood, where he was backwards and forwards 
from the Friday Night till the Monday Morning 
following. On that unfortunate Morning, Fanu- 
ary 7th, his new Acquaintance called him awa 

very early, in order to go upon this Jobb he had 
promiſed poor K:dden; and a fad Jobb it proved 
to him, when the whole of the Affair, as repre- 
ſented by the poor Youth himſelf, declared by him 
to the laſt Moment of his Life to be the Truth 
of the Matter, is ſet forth; and his Fate will ex- 
tort the Pity and Compaſſion of every human 
Breaſt ; which I ſhall here give the Reader, as de- 
livered to me by him, a ſhort Time before his 
Execution. ; 


T he Caſe of Joſhua Kidden, written. by himſelf. 


© I by Chance got acquainted with a * Perſon, 
© at the Ca/{ls in Chick-Lane, the Bottom of Saf- 
* fron-Hill ; and being juſt come out of the Coun- 
© try from my Relations, near Lambourn in Berk- 
© /hire, I was complaining for want of Buſineſs. 
© I was bred to the Sea, and was willing to do any 
© ſervile Buſineſs as a Porter. This Perſon I got 
© acquainted with, told me, he had got a Jobb 
© to do at Tottenham, to remove ſome Goods for 
© a Gentleman, who was afraid they would be 
© ſeized on for Rent. Accordingly we went on 
© the appointed Day, and going from one Alehouſe 
© to another till Evening came on, was at laſt told 
s by my Companion, who pretended to ſee for the 
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Gentleman, that he had ſeen him, and it was too 
ate to remove To- night, but he had given him 
« Fighteen-pence for my Trouble, and that we 
« muſt come another Day. Going home, we met 
« with a Chaiſe, with a Man and Woman in it, 
© at a Place called the Seven Siſters, on this Side 
« Tottenham, where the Woman was ſet down 
from the Chaiſe, and walked up the Road; and 
« I, as I paſt by her, ſaid, are you going to Len- 
ain It was now about Seven o'Clock at Night: 
© She anſwered, Yes, and I paſſed on. This 
Companion of mine, unknown by Name, be- 
« hind, called out, What do you walk ſo faſt 
© for? My Anſwer was, to get to London But 
turning about, ſaw him robbing the Woman. 
He then ran after me, and ſaid, here I have got 
* fome Money, and would have forced Half a 
Crown into my Hand, but I refuſed it. Then 
© he ſaid, F:/ua, don't leave me; I muſt ſtep into 
the Ditch and eaſe myſelf, And walking gently 
© on to wait for my Companion, up ftarts one 
Mac Donald a Thief-catcher, and collars me, and 
© ſaid, You are my Priſoner. He carried me di- 
« rectly to a Juſtice, before whom the Woman 
* \wore, that I, with a Perſon unknown, robbed 
her of five and twenty Shillings and Six-pence. 
* So | was committed to gals and tried on the 
* Woman's ſwearing, that I, with the unknown 
* Perſon, robbed her, and threatened her Life. 
© The Perſon's Name that was in the Chaiſe, is 
Berry; the Woman's Name, Jenes; the Man 
* weli-known to be a Thief-catcher ; the Woman 
* of as bad a Character as needs be.“ 


Circumſtances proving his Innocence. 


His Friends, ſo ſoon as they underſtood what a 
Scrape he had got into, being alatmed by his ſend- 


ing 
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ing to acquaint them of his being committed, te. 
ſolved to ſee him, that they might know whether his 
Calamity deſerved their Aſſiſtance or no. They 
went to him, and received the Account as above, 
from which he never varied from the firſt to the 
laſt, The Account he gave of the Matter, encou- 
raged them to enquire farther into it, that they 
might find whether his Story was true or not, be. 
fore they applied to ſeek any Intereſt to fave his Life, 
They went to enquire of the Proſecutrix, but ſhe 
was not to be found, though they enquired at the 
Houſe where ſhe lived, in Brcker's- Alley, Drury. 
Lare, as ſhe ſaid upon the Trial. Nor could X- 
den's Frierds meet with any in the Neighbourhood 
that had heard of her being robbed at all. Upon 
their ſecond Enquiry they found out where ſhe lived, 
and then the People of the Houſe had heard ſome- 
thing of a Robbery committed on her ; but ſhe 
was not to be ſeen. Her Character being enquired 
into, was reported to be ſuch as (I ſhall only fay 
what they told me) encouraged them to believe the 
young Fellow's Story true; and then they did en- 
deavour to fave his Life; but their Application 
had not the defired Effect. However, their En- 
deavours were ſufficient to ſatisfy them in their own 
Minds, that his declaring himſelf innocent of the 
Crime Jaid to his Charge, did not proceed from a 
wicked Deſign to conceal the Truth, but was 
Truth itſelf. They were ſatisfied with the Juſtice 
of the Conviction and Sentence, and owned, they 
ſhould have done as was done, had they been to 
have given their Opinion upon ſuch Evidence as 
appeared to the Court againſt A:dden, But 1s 
various Circumſtances convinced them, that his 
ne Friend had trepanned him, and laid a Snare 
to take away his Life; they did all they could to 
ſave. him, but could not, for want of that Know- 
ledge of the Matter they got at when it = to0 
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late, and could not come at ſooner, becauſe ſome 
People were not ſo readily to be met with. Kidden 
declared to the laft, that he knew not of any In- 
tent to rob; and went only on the Errand of the 
expected Jobb; that he never touched her Cloaths 
nor her Hand, though ſhe ſwore he held up her 
Arms while the other robbed her. He declared to 
the laſt, as he was a dying Man, that he was thirty 
Yards diſtant at leaſt, when he looked back and 
ſaw the other Man about robbing the Woman, if 
any Robbery there was. He declared his Inno- 
cence to the laſt, and died reſigned to the Will of 
the Almighty, who only can turn his Sorrow into 
oy. 

* we have before given an Account of the 
Trial of Tyler for Horſe ſtealing, that ſhews the 
Villainy of Berry; for on this Trial being aſked, 
Ho many Perſons have you proſecuted hire? He 
ſwore, That the only Perſon he had ever proſecuted 
was a Man for flealing a Horſe, and that was 18 
Y-ars ago. And the Proſecution againſt the ſaid 
Tyler, as appears from the Records, was but three 
Years before. 

As this Affair was tranſacted on the Road, ſome 
Perſons applied to have Kidd:n aſked, whether he 
was one of the three, who ſome Vears ago, robbed 
the Iriſbman going to London, near Stanford? Alſo 
ſeveral Higlers, early in the Morning? Whether 
of late he was not one of the two, that robbed and 
beat ſeveral Perſons on or about S:amford- Hill in 
the Evening, and only two in Company ? What 
may become of the third Perſon? What was the 
Name of his late Accomplice ? To all which Que- 
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$ ries he declared himſelf a Stranger ; that he knew 
e neither where Stamford. Hill was, nor was upon 

that Road to his Knowledge, till the unfortunate 
. Time his new Companion took him out upon the 


o {Wh iitended Jobb. And this was true, he ſaid, as he 
a hoped 
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hoped for Forgiveneſs from God : and he poſitively 
denied the Fact for which he loſt his Life, with hi 


dying Breath. 

Money beginning in a ſhort-Time to run ver 
low, Berry and Muc Donald conſulted Thomas Bl, 
to look out for a Couple of Fellows proper for the 
Purpoſe ; and it was agreed, that tile Robbery waz 
to be done on Salmon, near the Four-mile- ſtone 
going to Deptford, for two Reaſons; namely, be- 
cauſe there was a Reward of 20 J. offered by the 
Gentlemen of Ea/t-Greenwich z and that, as Ki. 
den's Affair had made ſuch a Noiſe at the Old- Bailzy, 
but at Maid/tone it was not known. But before 

o on any farther in the villainous Proſecution 
of Kelly and Ellis, I think it proper here to give 
Tom Blee's Evidence on the Trial of Mac Donoll, 
Berry, Salmon and Egan at the Old- Bailey, at the 
March Seſſions, 1755, as that ſhews all the Ini- 
quity of the whole Scene; and afterwards hall 
proceed to give the Trial of Ellis and Kelly at Maid- 
fone Aſſizes in Auguſt, 1754. 


Themas Blee ſworn. 


Thomas Blee. I have known the Priſoner He. 
ry eight or nine Years, and Mac Donald twelve 
Months laſt Nvemler. I never had any great Ac. 
quaintance with Salmon, till through Berry in the 
Month of June laſt, I have known Egan four or 
five Years, by his coming backwards and forward 
to Berr;'s. 

Did you know, Peter Kelly and Jobn Ellis? 

Blec. I did; I believe they are now in Maid. 
flone Gaol; they were when I came away lak 
Atinday. 

Tell the Court the firſt Time you had any 
Converſation with them. 

Bice. | lod ed at Perty's Houſe, and worked 

for him; Berry ſaid to me, in the Beginning « 
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Jah, Go to Mr. Mac Donald, he lived then in 
n.1ub's-Crurt, Holbern, and tell him, I want to 
ſpeak with him. I went, and he and I came back 
together to Berry's Houſe. They both ſaid, Tom, 
Money grows ſcarce, you mult give a ſharp Look- 


out for a Couple to go upon the Scamp now, and 


if you can't get two, you mult get one, 

9, What did they mean by going upon theScamp ? 

Blee. That is to go upon the Highway. I 
told them, as Kidden's was ſo bad an Affair, I did 
not chuſe to be concerned more. (See Kidden's 
Trial, No. 129. 'in Mr. Alderman Rawlinſon's 
May:ralty ; then compare Kidden's with the Trial of 
Chriſtopher Woodland, No. 30. in ihe ſame Mayor- 
alty.) He was convicted laſt Fanuary was T welve- 
month, and executed at Tyburn, Mac Donald ſaid, 
D n your Eyes, if you don't, it ſt all be worſe for 
you. Then Berry ſaid, I might go about my Bu- 
ſineſs; ſo I went away. The next Morning Berry 
called me into his Room. 

Where did he live? 

Blee. At a Place called the George-Yard, at the 
upper End of Hatton-Garden. He then ſaid, go 
up to Mr. Mac Donald's Houſe, and defire him to 
meet me in the Fields about 11 o'Clock. I Cid, 
and we went into the Spaw Fields, and Berry cane 
to us. They both ſaid to me, Go and look about 
the Fields, and we will fit down on the Graſs, 
and ſee if you can pick up a Couple of idle Fel- 
lows, that will do for the Purpoſe, and introduce 
yourſelf into their Company. 

2. What did they mean by the Purpoſe ? | 

Blee. To go upon the Scamp were the Words 
they ſaid ; accordingly we three went into the 
Fields ſeveral Days, but could not meet with 
any Body fit for the Purpoſe. I remember one 
Day in particular, it was Monday the 15th of 
July, that Day they ordered me to £0 into the 
Vol. Ih, --* I Fields, 


—_ .  _— —_— . 0 
— _ - —— o _ 
_— = - ˙ ren — 


o * — =. : 
- * 


mn _ 
—— 
&- = 


170 Hiſtory of the Thief-Takers, 


Fields, and ſaid they would come, and I ſat there 
two Hours before they came nigh me; then My 
Donald came to the Top of the Hill, and bid me 
come to the Sign of Sir * wp Oldcaſile, a Public. 
Houſe, and ſaid my Maſter was there; he and! 
went there, and down to the Bottom of the Yard, 
and in the fartheſt Arbour but one, on the Leſt. 
hand Side, there ſat Berry and Salmon the Breeches- 
maker, Berry bid me fit down, which I did ; there 
we all diſcourſed together about doing this Robbery; 
Mac Donald ſaid, We'll do the Thing ſomewhere 
towards Black-heath ; then he and Berry had a Sort 
of a Wrangle whether they ſhould not have it done 
between New-cro/s Turn-pike and Deptford, juſt 
facing the Four-mile Stone. 

©. Was there any particular Reaſon to have it 
done in that Place ? 

Blee. Yes, they ſaid, there is a Reward of twenty 
Pounds that is given by the Inhabitants of Za. 
Greenwich for apprehending Highwaymen and Foot- 
pads; Berry ſaid, ſuppoſe we have Egan con- 
cerned with us, then they talked about his being 
the Fence, as they call it. 

2. What did they mean by that Word? 

Blee. That is to buy the Goods after Salmon had 
been robbed of them ; Mac Donald made an Objec- 
tion to Egan's being in, becauſe he thought tive 
would be too many to be concerned in the Reward: 
Berry faid, we can't cleverly do without him, and 
if there are five of us concerned, it would be pretty 
nigh twenty Pounds each, if a Conſtable ſhould 
come in. And they all three, that is Berry, Mac 
Donald, and Salmen, concluded that Egan ſhould 
be concerned as a Fence in the Robbery, and Ber'y 
ſaid he would go and let Egan know of it that 
Night; and ſaid to me, Now, Tom, you may go 
home about your Buſineſs, we will not be ſcen to 
walk along the Streets together; ſo I went 2 
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and left them; the next Morning I went out again 
to ſee if I could find any Body for the Purpoſe, but 
I could not that Day; the next after, which was 
on a I/edneſday, Mr. Berry called me into his 
Room, and ordered me to go and tell Mac Donald 
to come to him to the Bell Inn in Holborn ; I went, 
and Mac Donald and I went to the Bell together; 
there was James Egan, Fames Salmon, and Berry; 
we were all five together, they bid me come and ſit 
down, which I did, and drank Part of a Pot of 
Beer; then we all concluded that the Thing ſhould 
be done. 

9. Where is the Bell Inn? 

Blee. It is in the City of London, juſt beyond 
Barilet's- buildings on the Right-hand Side. 

D. What Thing was to be done? | 

Bl:e. That if | could get a Couple to go on the 
Hizhway, that Sa/mon ſhould be the Perſon to be 
robbed, and that Berry and Salmon talked about 
making two Pair of Breeches that Salmon was to be 
robbed of, and to mark them under the Pocket or 
Waiſtband with ſome particular Mark; to the beſt 
of my Knowledge, it was to be J. S. Then Berry 
and Mac Donald ſaid, they muſt have a particular 
Handkerchief too; then Mac Donald put his Rand 
into his Pocket, and pulled out this Handkerch:ef 
that I have now in my Hand; James Salmon ſaid, 
that he had got a Handkerchicf at Home that he 
would mark fo as to ſwear to it, which he was to 
mark with four Oilet Holes, one at each Corner. 
Berry ſaid, they ſhould want a Tobacco- box; Mac 
D:nald ſaid, he had got a very remarkable one, 
that any Body might {wear to, which I have fetch- 
ed forty Halfpenny- worths of Tobacco in ſor Mac 
Donald, and I know it to be the ſame now ( taking 
it in his Hand.) MacDonald ſaid he would give it 
to Salmon to be robbed of; then they Taid, they 
Wanted a Halfpenny, and would have it marked. 

33 Mac Donaid 
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Mac Donald ſaid he had got a Pocket-piece, which 
Piece I ſaw his Wife buy for Three pence and à 
Halfpenny worth of Gin ſome Time before; he 
ſaid that would do, and it ſhould be marked with a 
Shoe-maker's Tool, and he gave it to Egan to 
mark it; Egan ſaid he had got a Tool that he uſed 
to ſtamp the Shoes with, that he would mark the 
Piece with ; then they bid me go home about my 
Buſineſs, which I did, The next Morning, Berry 
called me up into his Room again; he gave me 
'T hree-pence, and ordered me to go down to the 
Flzet-market to ſee if I could pick up two Men or 
Lads there. 

. Did he ſay any Thing more at that Time? 

Blee. He ſaid, To do the Thing. I knew what 
he meant; accordingly I went down to the Mat- 
ket, and met with Peter Kelly and John Ellis. 

. Did you know them before 

Blee. I did; I knew them to be very bad Lads, 
that is Pick-pockets. I gave them ſome Gin, but 
had no Diſcourſe with them that Day about the 
Thing; the next Morning Berry called me into 
his Room again, and gave me 'T hree- pence more, 
and bid me go down to the Flzet-market to them, 
and be ſure to have a little Talk with them, and 
told me what to ſay, and that was to tell them 
knew where to get a brave parcel of Lullics. 

2. What is the meaning of that ? 

Blee. He meant to get a Parcel of Linen, if they 
would go with me to Deptford; I went and met 
them there, and told them as Berry ordered me; 
that is, I told them I knew where to get a brave 
Parcel of Lulkes, if they would go to Deptford with 
me. 

2. Did you tell them Berry told you ſo ? 

Blee. No, I did not; if I had, they would not 
haye agreed to go: They both agreed to go with 

me 
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me any Time I thought proper; then I left them 
for that Day, and bid them a good Night, 

9. You ſay you knew Kelly and Ellis before, 
what are they: 

Blec. Ellis is a Chimney ſweeper, about twenty 
Years of Age, and the other about twenty-one by 
their looks, The next Morning Berry called me 
into his Room again. I came home pretty late 
over Night, ſo I had not ſeen him; then he order- 
ed me to go and tell Mac Denald to come to him to 
the Sign of the Plumb- tree in Plumb-tree-court, Sho 
Lane, at the Bottom of Holborn hill; accordingly 
MacDonald and I went there, there were Berry and 
Salmon. Berry told Salmon 1 had got two Men, 
Ellis and Kelly, and they had agreed to go along 
with me any where, where I thought proper, as [ 
had told him before, that Morning. Berry bid me 
drink once and go about my Buſineſs, 

O. Did Salmon ſay any Thing to it then? 

Blec. No, he did not; the Reaſon they choſe I 
ſhould go by myſelf, was, becauſe People ſhould 
not take Notice of me. I went away, and left them 
three all together. 

2: Did they ſay ſo? 

Blee. They did, 

2. When did they ſay that? | 

Blee. When Berry and he gave me this great 
Coat I have now on to diſguiſe my ſelf. 

Q: When was this? 

. Blee, It was on a Friday, I remember it was 
Market-day at Smithfie/d, and I had been there to 
Kelly and Ellis. I ſaw them in the Flet- market, 


on a Pea-cart, betwixt five and ſix o Clock; I afk-- 


ed them if they would have a Glaſs of Gin, and 
gave them each a Glaſs, and bid them good- bye; 
about two Hours after I met them again in the 
Market, and aſked them if they would go to Dept- 


fara,. or not? They ſaid, Ves. Kelly. aſked me, 
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if I had got ever a Bag to put the Linen in? I (aid, 
we did not want a Bag, I would tell them more of 
that another Time, and left them then. At Night, 
it being Saturday, Berry called me into his Room, 
and aſked me if I had ſeen them and talked with 
them? I ſaid, I had; he ſaid, that was very wel); 
he ſaid, when you get up in the Morning come in- 
to my Room before you go out, which was the 
Sunday Morning ; I got up and went in, he then 
gave me ſixpence to treat them with. I went out 
into the Brick-fields and found them, and treated 
them with ſome Gin and Beer, and we agreed to 
go to Der tſord to ſteal ſome Linen, and I bid them 
a Good-bye for that Time, and ſaid to them, | 
would meet them on the Morrow-morning. I leit 
them in the Spaw-fields, and went to Mac Donald's 
Houſe and dined there; I told Mac Donald I bad 
got two Lads that I believed would ſuit for the 
Thing, and told him who they were, and faid ! 
would let him know more of it on the Morrow, 
for I ſhould fee them again To- night or To. 
morrow ; he ſaid, that was very well. At Night 
I ſaw Berry, and told him what had paſſed between 
the Lads and I; he ſaid it was very well, he ſhould 
ſee Egan To-morrow Morning; then I went to 
Bed; the next Morning, which was Monday the 
22d of Juh, about five o'Clock, Berry calied me 
into his Room again, and bid me go and tell Mac 
Donald not to be out of the Way; and he alſo gave 
me Three-pence to go down tothe Fleet-market to 
treat Ellis and Kelly with ſome Gin. I went down, 
and there I met with them, and gave them each a 
Halfpenny worth, and told them F would fix a Day 
when we fhould go down to Deptford; then I left 
them and went to Mac Donald's Houſe ; about nine 
that Morning there came Berry and Egan up into 
his Room; Berry ſaid, Gd d—n you, Mack, 
you and my Lord mind nothing but that G— 
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d—'d Tea-ketitle; you don't mind to look after 
Buſineſs. . 

9, What did he mean by my Lord ? 

Ble. He meant me; it was a Nick-name they 
gave Me, Mac Donald anſwered, he is juſt come 
from the two Lads, as he tells me. I ſaid, if Egan 
has a Mind to go, he ſhall go and ſee them ; he and 
I went down into the Flet-market, there were the 
two Lads fitting on a Pea-cart ; I put my Hand in- 
to my Pocket, and gave them a Halfpenny each to 
go and get ſome Gin. Egan ſtood not above three 
or four Yards from them at the ſame Time, lean- 
ing againſt a Poſt ; then he went one Way and [ 
another. I went through Plumb-tree-court and met 
Egan in Sh:e-lane; then he went to Mac Donald's 
Houſe again; Egan ſaid there to Mac Donald and 
Berry, by G—d they'll do very well, they are two 
pretty Lads. 

2. From Perry. Where was this? 

Blee. Y ou know well enough, it was at Mac Do- 
nald's Houſe z then Berry, Egan and I came down 
Stars; we parted with Egan at the End of the 
Court. Berry and I went over to the Plumb-tree, 
and as we went by Salmon's Door in Shoe-lane, Ber- 
ry beckoned him out, and he went with us. 1 ſtaid 
and drank Part of one Pint cf Beer, and then went 
away, by Berry's Order, and left them together. 
On the Tueſday Morning Berry and I went to the 
Plumb-iree Alehouſe again; he bid me go over 
and tell Mac Donald he wanted to ſpeak with him; 
I went and told him, and he came; then I went 
out of the Houſe to fee if I could find the two- 
Lads again; I found them in the Fleet-market, and 
diſcourſed with them; they ſaid they were going to- 
work, as they called it, in the Artillery-ground. 

2. What Work ? | 

Blee. It was picking of Pockets. I came back 
and acquainted Berry and Mac Donald with it. 

a 14 Berry. 
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Berry gave me Three- pence, and they bid me go out 
directly to them and keep them Company. Berry al. 
ways found the Money: I hey both ſaid, they would 
come into the Artillery-ground about VW- O o'Cloct, 
to ſee the Lads; the White Regiment marcheq 
that Day: I went and walked up and down with 
them; about Half an Hour after TWO I ſaw Ber; 
in the Ar:illery-ground, (| was to take no Notice to 
Berry and MacDonald, or they to me) and preſent- 
ly after, walking round by the Ariillery-houſe, I ſaw 
Mac Donald; after that I left the Lads and went to 
Berry, as he ſtood at the Artillery-gate, and ſaid to 
him, Mr. Berry, do you think they will do? 

Q.: From Berry, What Time of the Day was 
this ? | 

Blee. It was about three o'Clock. 

2. What was Berry's Anſwer to that? 

Glee, He ſaid, Do, dn me, I have done leſs 
than they over, for March and Newman were leſs, 
(See their Trial, Ne 496, 497, in Alderman Cre- 
talne's Mayoralty.) He put his Hand in his Pocket 
and gave me Sixpence, and bid me be ſute not to 
leave them. 

Berry. Here is a Man in Court will contradict 
that. ( peinting to one that ſtced near bim.) 

Court. Don't you know at your Requeſt, all the 
Evidences for the Proſecution were put out of Court, 
to be called in one at a Time, at which Time yours 
were put out alſo; how came this Witneſs in again! 
He muſt go out, and come in when he is called, 
(He went out, but did not came in again to give Eut- 
dence on Berry's Defence.) 

Blee. 1 went with the Six-pence round the Artil. 
Iery-greund, and met with Mac Donald he ſaid he 
was going to Berry; J aſked him if he thought the 
two Lads would do? He ſaid, D—an your Eyes, 
I have done leſs than they over at King/{on, 


2, Had he had a Sight of them? 
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Blee. He had, as we- paſſed him before, he and 
Berry went into the Ground on Purpoſe to ſee.: 
them, Then I leſt Mac Donald, and went and 
gave the Boys Part of a full Pot of Beer; then LI. 
bid them good-bye, and told them I would ſee 
them again the next Morning, which was the 
24th. I went home, and got up in the Morning, 
and told Berry I was going to them ; he gave me- 
Three-pence, then I went down into the Fleet- 
market, and told them I believed the Thing would 
be done on the Friday; this was on the Wedneſday z 
if not, I would let them know farther ; then I left 
them, and at Night I went home, and told Berry 
I had been again along with Ellis and Kelly, He ſaid, . 
D—n you, don't go to deceive us; do you come 
up to the Bell in Holborn by-and-by, and tell Mac 
Donald. I want him. I went to Mac Donald's: 
Houſe, and left Word what Berry ordered me; 
for Mac Donald was not at Home, 'Thenl went to 
the Bell, and Berry met me juſt at the Door. Juſt. 
as I was going into the Houſe, he ſaid, Here is- 
Three-pence, go away to the Artillery ground, be 
ſure to be there about two o Clock. This was on 
Thurſday the 25th, in the Morning. He ſaid, Don't: 
come in, for Mr. Bagley is there; I don't deſire he 
ſhould ſee you. 

9, Who was that Mr, Bagley ? 

Blee. He was a Neighbour of Berry's : I went: 
away to the Artillery-ground at the Time, and 
walked about an Hour and a Half before I ſaw- 
either Berry or Mac Donald; but walking by the 
Artillery- ground, I ſaw Mac Donald; he told me 
he had been at Dinner with ſomebody in the Artil- 
lery Haie, and ſaid, Where the D— is Berry? 
I faid I never ſaw any Thing of them. About 
Half an Hour after that, there was Hue and Cry; 
after a Pick-pocket. Mac Denal l came to me, and 
laid, G==d d—n me, the chief Perſon is a Ducking 

1. 5. in 
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in the Pyd-horſe-yard; follow him and give him 
ſome Gin, for they have almoſt killed him, I fol. 
towed him (it was Ellis the Chimney-ſweeper, the 
biggeſt of the two Lads) croſs Moorfields ; I ſaw the 
People go from him, and there were but two or 
three People behind him: I gave him a Penny or 
T hree-hIfpence, I don't know which. Then [ 
went back to Mac Donald, and told him he was 
very ſafe; then he and I came out of the Artillery. 
- fround together: As we were coming out of the 
Ground, we met one they call Plump (his Name 
Brebro:k) and another Fellow they call Deer, that 
was Turnkey at Clerkenwell- bridewell. Plump ſee- 
ing Mac Donald and I together, ſaid to me, Gd 
d—n you, you Raſcal, you deſerve to be hanged 
for that Affair of Kidden. Mac Donald ſaid to me, 
Come along, don't be afraid of any Body. We 
went over Morfields together. He ordered me to 
go to his Wife, which I did; and after that I went 
down the Fle«t-market, to ſee if Ellis was ſafe, I 
found them both, and told them I would meet them 
the next Morning. They ſaid they had no Mo- 
ney to pay for their Lodging. I ſaid, here is Three- 
halfpence for you, go and lie in the Brick-fie/d 
To-night. Then |1 went home to Mr. Berry's, he 
told me he had been at the other End of the 'Town 
about ſome Buſineſs, and he could not come into 
the Artillery-grourd. If this Affair of Ellis's being 
duck'd had not happened, the Robbery of Salmon 
was to have been committed on the Friday. 
©. When was it fixed to be on the Friday? 
Blee. That was determined to be on the //2d- 
neſday. 
Q. By who? 
Blee. Berry and I pitched upon the Thing in the 
Morning, and he was to go and let the reſt know. 
2, Where did you conſult this? - 
es 


— as N > +  & - — 
2 Py , _— — * 
- - - 
7 — & _ 6 
— 2 * SS 
ww 


_- 


— — oY 6 
* . 9 
- 9 2 - 
2 898 — * 3 2 4 


* »- 


ans Fe FR _"——__— N n=& R2=@ e 


% ⁵²m vj Wn WV ..S 


Mac Donald, Berry, Egan, Sr. 179 


 Blee, We did it in his Room, before we went: 
out to go to the Bell. 

9.. What did he ſay to you about it then? 

Blee. He bad me tell the Lads we ſhould go to- 
Deptford to ſteal the Linen on the Friday. 

J. Who did he mean by the reſt, whick he ſaid: 
he would let know it ? 

Blec. He meant Egan, Salmen, and Mac Donald. 
On the Thurſday Night, I told Berry of Ellis's being: 
ducked ; he ſaid, MacDonald, Egan, Salmon, and 
he had agreed, that it ſhould not be done on the 
Friday, leſt the Lads ſhould be apprebended on 
the Saturday, and kept all Day on Sunday in the 
Watch-houſe, and ſomebody might come to them 
to whom he might tell ſomething about my being 
concerned with them, and ſo, by impeaching me, 
I might. be apprehended ; ſo he ſaid they had fixed 
it to be on the Monday, on which Morning I got. 
up, by Mr. Berry's Orders 3. he gave me I'wo- 
pence or Three-pence, I can't be poſitive which, 
to go to the Fleet-market to meet them, and bid 
them ſtay till nine o' Clock, and ſay I would come 
to them again, which I did, and returned, as Berry 


ordered me, to him at the Plumb- tree Ale- houſe; 


there was Salmon and he; he ſent me out for Mac- 
Donald; I went to him, and he bid me tell Berry 
he was ſhaving himſelf, and be would come when 
he had done. I went and told Berry; he changed 
a Guinea; and gave me five Snillings, and bid me 
not to be extravagant; he gave me that, as he ſaid, 
to flaſh to the Boys, to ſhew it to them, and ſay I 
made that laſt Night; I was to pull it out all at 
N He gave. Salmon Half- a- crown to be. robbed 
of. 

A2; Was it in one Piece? 

Blee. No; it was two Shillings and Sixpence. 

2; Who were W at this Time? * 
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Blee. There were Berry, Mac Donald, and Salmon; 
then Berry ſaid to me, Now go away as faſt as you 
can; and I ſaid, at what Place ſhall [ ſtop for you 
to ſee you are going, that we may be both ſure? 
I ſaid, I will Rop »t the Bell in the Borough, and 
call for a Glaſs of Gin, then you may know and 
be ſure that we are going to Deptford. I left them 
and went to the two Boys. | 

DS. About what Time was this! 

B ee. It was about half an Hour after Nine in 
the Morning, I went with the Boys to a Houſe 
in Lirtle- Britain, there I called for ſome Beer and 
Bread and Cheeſe, and pulled off my Coat, and 
ſaid, I muſt go to the Fence to get fome Money, 
for the Woman has not paid me all. Then I left 
my Great Coat, and went to Berry, and told him 
to haſten away, for the Boys wanted to go. Berry 
bid me return to them directly, and ſaid he would 
be over the Water Time enough for us. I went 
to the Boys again, and called for another Pot of 
Beer, to delay the Time. After we had drank 
that, we went out to go to Deptford. When we 
came to the Bell in the Borough, we went in, and 
in the Right-hand Box there fat Berry and Salmon; 
there I gave the Boys each of them a Halfpenny- 
worth of Gin; I was not to take Notice of Berry or 
Salmon. After we came out, Ke/ly ſaid, d—n your 
Eyes, there is that old Thief - catching Son of a B- -b, 
your old Maſter. Said 1, never mind it, I don't 
belong to him now. Then we went down the 
Berough-market ; they bought a Breaft of Lamb for 
their Dinners, and we went to the Black-fpread- 
eagle in Kenifireet (which was the Houſe the Pri- 
ſoners and J had appointed for them to come to the 
next Day.) We had the Lamb fried for our Din- 
ners; from thence we went to Deptford. 

OD: What Time did you fet out from Kevt- 
fireat © 
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Blae. We ſet out from thence about Half an 
Hour after Twelve o' Clock; I had made them al- 
moſt drunk. After we went from thence, it was. 


too ſoon in the Day, we could do nothing till it was 


dark, I told them, ſo we would go over into the 
Fields, and go to ſleep; ſo, to prolong the Time, we 
went into the Fields, and all three of us went to 
ſleep. They flept pretty heartily, When I thought: 
it proper Time to awake them, I did, and away. 
we went for Deptford. | 

9. What Time did you ſet out after this 
Sleep ? | 

Blee. I can't tell the Time. 

O. Was it dark? 

Blee. No, it was not. We were in Depifird 
an Hour before dark; I went with them to the 
Sign of the Ship, the Houſe that Berry and Salmon 
had appointed to come to. I called for a Pint of 
Beer at the Door, and bid them ſtay there; and 
ſaid I had a Relation in the Town, near the Wa- 
ter-gate, which I wanted to ſee, I left them and 
went to ſee for Berry and Sa/mm. I found Berry, 
he and I went into a Public-houſe, I think it was 
the Duke William's Head; he called for a Pint of 
Beer, and bid me return to the two Boys, and Sal- 
mon ſhould come to the Houſe. I went to them, 
they were {till at the Door; I ſaid, Come, let us 
go into the Houſe, I expect my Couſin to come to 
me, 

9. Had you let the Boys into any Knowledge of 
this Aﬀair before you came to this Place ? 

Blee. No, I did not; only I had told them it 
was to ſteal ſome Linen; they went for no other 
Intent, Then 1 went in, and called for a Pot of 
Beer, and Bread and Cheeſe 3; we eat the Bread 
and Cheeſe, and drank the Beer, and called for 
another Pot of Beer; in the mean Time in came 
Salmon. He firſt went and leaned againſt a ae” 
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for about Half a Minute, and then came and ſat 
down in the Box near us, and began to diſcourſe 
about going to Lenden (it was then Duſk.). I ſaw 
Berry go by the Window, he beckoned his Finger, 
and I went out to him. He ſaid, be ſure follow 
Salmm when he comes out, I went in again, and 
Salmon preſently went out; I changed Half.a 
Cruwn, and aſked the Lads if they would have any 
Gin. When Salmon firſt came in, Kelly ſaid, 
There is that old Blood of a B—h, the Breeches. 
maker in Shee-lane; his Son and I have been pick- 
ing of Pockets together many a Time. I ſaid, ne- 
ver mind that, what is that to us? I knew the 
Place where he was to ſtop at; it was juſt by the 
Four-mile Stone, this was agreed upon before, 
The two Boys and I went on, and by the Four- 
mile Stone, by a Gate, Sa/mon ſtood making believe 
he was making Water. D—— n me, ſaid XI, 
there is the old Breeches-maker, he bs /ulckey, let's 
ſcamp him, 

O: What Reaſon did you give Kelly and Eli 
for your going after Salmon? 

Blee. I ſaid, we will take a Walk till it is Tims 
to ſteal. the Linen. | | 5 

Q. Was it light or dark? | 

Blue, The Moon ſhone. Kelly ſaid, when he 
came up to Salmon, G—d dn you, what have 

u got there? Salmon ſaid, Gentlemen, take what 

have got, don't uſe me ill. He had the Breeches 
under his Arm, and he gave them to me; they 
were in a blue-and- white Handkerchief, and I gare 


them to Kelly, I faid to Kelly, what Money have 
ou got? Salmon ſaid, here, Gentlemen, wh 

— I have got is in my Left-hand W. aiftcoat- 
pocket, in a Tobacco-box ; (he had told me before 
what Money he had got would be there.) Aly 
put his Hand into his Pocket, and took the Jo- 
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bacco-box out, and a Claſp-knife and Fork; then 
away we walked on for London, and came into Kent- 
Strcet as faſt as we could, and lodged there all 
Night, at a Houſe where I paid the Money at go- 
ing down, by Berry's Order, to induce the Lads to 
come there again. 

What Time did you get to Kent- Street af- 
ter the Robbery ? 

Blee, I believe we got there about 11 o'Clock ; 
the People had no Clock in the Houſe, 

What Money did you take from Salmon? 

Blee, We looked at that coming along; I knew 
what was in it before; there were Two Shillings 
and Six- pence, and a Pocket-piece with Sk:/ion on 
it, or ſome ſuch Name, and a punch'd Mark in the 
Middle of it. (Mr. Cox produced the Things men- 
tioned, ) 

C. Look at this Tobacco- box. 

Blee. This is the very ſame, it is rivetted within» 
ſide ; I have had this Box a hundred Times in m 
Hand before. | 

N. B. The Bex was an oval Iron Box, with a 
Roſe, and Garter round that; and a Lion and Uni- 
corn (as on the King's- Ar ms,) in Baſſo Relievo an 
the Lid. 

C. Look at this Pocket - piece. 

b — This is the ſame Piece which I mentioned 
ore. 


C. Lock at the two Pair of Breeches and Hand- 
kerchief. 


Blee, Theſe are the ſame Breeches and Hand- 
kerchief. 

C. Look at this Knife. 

Blee. It is the ſame Knife. 

N. B. The Claſp- Anif: and Fork were made to 
faſten together in the Handles, 

1 What was done the next Morning, when 
Jou lay in Aent-Street ? * 

'L 
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Bie. We got up the next Morning about Seven 
o'Clock, and went over the Way to the Sign of 
the Black-Spread' Eagle, (the Houſe that Berry or. 
dered me to go to.) I called for ſome Beer, and 
ſaid to Kelly and Ellis, fit down, and I will go and 
fetch you ſomething for Breakfaſt. I went out 
with that Pretence, and went to the I/hite- Bear in 
the ſame Street, where Berry ordered me to come 
to let him know. There fat Berry, Egan, and 
Salmm at the Door on the Bench. Berry (aid, 
that Son of a Whore Mac Donald is not come yet; 
now we muſt wait for him. Go you back, and 
Egan ſhall come after you directly. Egan and! 
walked up the Street a little Way together. I ſaid, 
Stop there a Bit, while I go over to that Shop to 
buy a Lamb's Liver for Breakfaſt ; he ſaid, be 
would go on, He went. on. before,. and called 
for a Pint of Beer; I came after with the 
Liver. I ſaid to Ellis and Kelly, as I was going to 
cut the Liver, that Man deals in Rag- Fair (mean- 
ing Egan) at the ſame Time I knew he did not, 
but I was to ſay ſo when be came in. I ſaid, may- 
be he will buy the Breeches? Shall I aſk him? 
Ves, faid they, with all our Hearts. I ſaid to him, 
Maſter, will you buy ſome leather Breeches ; he 
ſaid, let me look at them; if you and I can agree, 
I will buy them. After he had looked at them, he 
ſaid, what will you have for them? I ſaid Six Shil- 
lings. He ſaid, I will give you Five. He put his 
Hand into his Pocket, and gave Kelly a Shilling 
Earneſt, and ſaid, he had not fo much Money about 
him, but he would come in an Hour or two, and 
pay the reſt of the Money, and he would leave the 
Breeches in our Care till he came back. I ſaid, 
my Friend, will you eat a Bit of Liver and Bacon 

| before you go? He ſaid, I don't care if I do. He 
fat down by the Fire-ſide, and ſaid, Landlord, let 
us have a Halfpenny-worth of Tobacco, and w 
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God bleſs me, I don't know what I ſhall do; I have 
loft my Tobacco-box (this he was to ſay to get the 
Tobacco box of them.) I ſaid to Kelly, let us ſell 
him the Box, may-be he will buy it. Kelly ſaid, 
no, let us ding it; it is ſuch a remarkable one, 
may-be it may be known. 

9, What did he mean by dinging it? 

Blee, He meant to fling it away; I ſaid, no, let 
us ſell it; then Kelly ſaid, Maſter, I will fel] you 
« Tobacco-box, if you'll buy it: Said he, let me 
look at itz he looked at it, and aſked what he 
would have for it? Kelly aſked Six pence for it; 
he ſaid, no, he would not give it; I ſaid, we will 
not have dry Money, we'll have ſome Beer ; then 
Lan ſaid, he would give a full Pot of T wo- 
penny for it; then Kelly ſaid, he ſhould have 
it; after he had eat his Breakfaſt, he went out, 
and goes to Berry and Salmon; I went backwards 
with the two Boys to play at Skittles to detain 
them, but the Ground was ſo wet we could not 
play. ſo we found another Paſtime called the Devil 
and Taylors, I kept them there an Hour and Half; 
then J ſaid, if the Man don't come let us ſell the 
Breeches z I ſaid, I will go and be ſhaved, and L 
left my Great-Coat and went to the J/hite- Bear; 
but when they came there they did not like the 
People of the Bouſe, becauſe when Mac Donald 
came they did not like him. I went out of the 
Houſe, and ſaw Berry come out of the Elephant 
and Caſtle; they beckoned me over; I went and 
called for a Pint of Beer; Berry ſaid to me, you 
may drink with us, and ſaid, D n you, where 
is your Great-coat ? (which is the fame I have 
now) he bid me turn back and fetch it, and ſaid, 
Mac Donald and Egan ſhall go. 

2, Who were there? 

ble. There were all the four Priſoners there, 
liting in the Box going in on the Leſt-hand Side, 

= drinking 3; 
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drinking; I went back again to Ellis and Klly, and 
ſaid, the Barber is buſy, and can't ſhave me, l 
mult come again in five or ſix Minutes; I ſaid, the 
Weather is cold, I muſt put my Gieat-coat on; 
put it on, and went to the Elephant and Caſtle to 
them again. Berry bid me go to the Bell in the 
Borough, and ſtay there till he came, and to get 
ſhaved, I went away, and as I was going, Ep 
and Mac Donald went out; I got ſhaved; and 
went to the Bell in the Berough, and called for: 
Pint of Beer and drank it; about an Hour aſter, 
Berry came in and we had another Pint ; then he 
and I went homewards together; we went as far 
as Ludeate-Hill, there we ſaw one Mr. Rage 
coming along, ſo he ſaid, L-ave me, don't be ſeen 
with me, and I left him. At Night, when Bern 
came home, I ſaid to him, Maſter, be ſo good x 
to lend me ſome Money to go to the Fair To- 
Morrow; he ſaid, That is right, Uxbridge Fair i 
To-morrow the 31ſt ; he lent me Eighteen-pence, 
ſaying, it was to go to Billingſgate to buy Shrimps 
with; I went to the Fair, and came back again on 
the 1ſt of Augu/t. Berry bid me not be afraid, 
ſaying, He would always keep a good Look-out, 
and they always ſaid, if I was taken up, Sal 
ſhould never appear againſt me. 

You ſay, you went to the //hite- Bear it 
Expectation ef ſeeing the Priſoners, and aſter hi 
to the Elephant and Caſile, when you came in then 
what did you ſee ? 

Blee. I ſaw Mr. Berry, Salmon, and Egan; 
Mac Donald was down in the Yard at my firſt po 
ing in, but he came in before I went away. 

Recolle& yourſelf whether you ſaw tha 
eat or drink. 

Ble. I drank Part with them, but I had break 


faſted before I got there; I know Berry told 1 
| , thei 


— 
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they had a Raſher of Bacon, and he ſaid, I had 
had a better Breakfaſt than they, 
9, Where did he tell you this? 
Her. He told me fo at the Bel in the Borough ? 
9, Was you at the Trial of Xe and Ellis 


in Kent? 
get ble. No, I was not. i 
gan 9, Where was you at the Time of the Trial! 
and lee. I was taken up on the Friday before, be- 


ing the 8th Day of the Month, 
2, What Day was the Robbery committed? 
Blie. It was on the 29th of Fu. 


James Cornack ſworn, 


James Cornack. I am a Drummer, I was quar- 
tered at the Black- Spread Eagle in Kent-Strect, On 
the zoth of July laſt, I came down Stairs between 
8 and q in the Morning; I obſerved three Men ſit- 
ing together in a Box, one of them had a Carroty 


imp Heard, which was Blee ; they had had ſome Victu- 
nn, and there was ſome Drink before them. 
reich (, Look about and ſee if you ſee Bee here. 


C rnack. There he ſtands (pointing to him) his 
peard is now much about the Length it was then 
ic might be ſix Weeks Growth) the other two 
vere the two Priſoners that were caſt at Maidſlone. 
Pee ſaid, I think I will go and get ſhaved; he 
vent out; in about eight or ten Minutes after that, 
h came Mac Donald, with a darkiſh-coloured Coat 
n; he laid hold on Kelly, and ſaid, Come out, you 
lackguard Dog. I ſaid, What makes you abuſe the 
ad in this Manner? He ſaid, D—n him, | have 
ot a Warrant againſt him; I am an Officer; they 
ave robbed a Man juſt againſt the Four-mile-ſtone 
ear ut I deſire you would aid and aſſiſt me. 
laid, If that is the Caſe, I will. He took a Piece 
t Rope out of his Pocket, and tied them togetber. 
Now, 
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. went there; there ſat Berry the Priſoner, and Sal. 
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Now, ſaid be, I will take care of them; do you 
ſtep down to the Elephant and Cafile, you will ſce 
two Men, one in light Surtout-Coat, and his own 
curled Hair ; I will pay you for your Trouble, | 


mon was coming in from making Water, I ai 
to Salmon, I believe you are the Gentleman that] 
want; there is a Gentleman at my Quarters that 
wants to ſpeak with you. Perry ſaid, Go along 
with him, Salmon went with me; coming alon 
the Street, I ſaid, What is the Matter? What has 
happened? Said he, I happened to be at Deptford 
Yard laſt Night, and had taken ſome Money, and 
had ſome Breeches with me; there were three Chaps 
ſtopt me, and robbed me of a Guinea in Gold, 
Half a Crown in Silver, a Tobacco box, and two 
Pair of Leather Breeches tied up in a Handkercbief; 
and if the Breeches are mine, they are matiked with 
J. S. and a Figure of 4. on the right Pocket; and 
the Handkerchief has an Oilet-hole at each Corner, 
We went in; there ſt: od the Bundle on the Table, 
and Egan ſitting in a Box oppoſite the Lads, Ma 
Donald aſked Egan what he had in that Handker- 
chief? He anſwered, it was no Buſineſs of his, for 
the Handkerchief and the Things in it were his 
for he had bought them of the Lads, I made him 
open the Handkerchief we found it marked at each 
Corner as Salmon had ſaid, and the Breeches J. 5. 4 
Mac Donald ſearched Kelly, and I ſaw him take: 
Claſp-knife out of his Pocket, a Shilling, and a dl. 
ver Pocket-piece; he gave him the Shilling back 
again, and ſaid the Pocket-piece was marked i 
the Middle, and ſhewed it me, and defired me nd 
to be meally-mouthed when I came before the Jul 
tice; this he ſaid once or twice. They tied tht 
Things all up in a Handkerchief, and we ſet on 
with them to a Juſtice of the Peace at Greenwich. 


Did ſee ever a Tobacco box? 
*. "ET ak Gornath 
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Carnack. No, I did not. 
C. Look at this Pocket - piece. 
Cornack. I think this is the ſame, it has much 
de fame Mark ; it is hard for me to ſwear to it, 
but I believe it is the ſame. Going along, Mac 
1 WW Donald faid to the Lads, you have made a good 
and of it, if you have ſpent the Guinea already; 
the Lads ſaid, they never took a Guinea from him. 
Mac Donald ſaid to me, One of them has got Mo- 
ney in his Stocking, but let them keep it, poor 
Things, they'll want it; he wanted them ſadly to 
onfeis the Robbery, and told them, if they would 
not, they would certainly be hanged. 

9, What were his Words, as near as you can 
ecollect? 

Cornack, He ſaid, You Dogs, I would have 
ou confeſs when you come before the Juſtice, it 
ill be the better for you, and tell me where the 
ther Fellow is gone to; they ſaid, they could not 
|| any thing about it, and would give him no 
inſwer; they ſaid to him, they wanted to go to 
dme Bridewell which I do not know. He ſaid to 
em, if they would confeſs, he would do all in 
is Power for them, and he would untie them 
hen they came to Deptford, and they ſhould go 
Water. We came to the Five- Bells at the End 


im 
1 Deptford Road, there Mac Donald called for a 
8. e Beer; the People brought the Beer out. 
ke: Donald aſked the Lads, if that was the Houſe 
Sil. cy had been drinking at the Night before? They 
back d, No, but they had been drinking at the Sign 
d 10 the Ship; we drank the Beer, and then ſet out 


ain. Egan and Salmon followed at a Diſtance, 
ſhen we came to Deptford, Mac Donald took 
Lads in, and deſired Egan and Salmon to flay 
the Door ; he called for a Pint of Beer. 
How came £pan to follow you! 

" . Cernack, 
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Cornack, I don't know, he came from my 
Quarters. 
©, Did Mac Donald charge him to affilt ? 
Cornack, Not a Word as I heard; when}; 
and Salmon were at the Door, Mac Donald aſked 
the Landlady, if ſhe ſaw them Lads there the Night 
before? She ſaid, Yes, they were there the Night 
before, and had ſome Bread and Cheeſe; then he 
ſaid to her, Did you ſee that Man that is now x 
the Door? (meaning Salmon) She ſaid, Yes, he 
was here at the ſame Time, and they went ou 
about ten or twelve Minutes Diſtance one of an. 
other; ſaid Mac Donald to me, Take Notice of 
what this Landlady ſays, and don't be meally. 
mouthed when you come before the Juſtice, Then 
we ſet out and went to Greentw¾ich, and in the Clerk. 
Office they wanted Mac Donald to be bound over 
to proſecute; Mac Donald ſaid, he could not, fur 
he had a Bit of an Eſtate left him in the County, 
and he could not be there at the Time of the &. 
ſizes. Then the Juſtice's Clerk was pleaſed wit 
bind me over. We ſtaid at Greenwich and h 
ſome Beer, and were pretty merry till almoſt Nu 
at Night; coming home together, they let me and 
Egan go before. Egan ſwore by the Great G- 
and the ſweet Jeſus, he would not appear again 
them at the Aſſizes; ſaid I, You are bound ove 
0 as well as I, and I can't ſee you can be off fron 
| going down; he ſaid, O, by J s. it is oh 
| changing my Pariſh; it has coſt me Three oh 
0 lings To- day, and the Breeches may go to tl 
i D—1, for I will never appear againſt them. . 
b parted about Ten that Night; I went to my Qui 
if ters; Mac Donald told me to come to his Howe 
; in Union-Court. I went about a Week after, wil 
could not hear of ſuch a Perſon ; I went to 


Union- Arms, and found the Landlord knew 7 
iſ 
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thing of him, and I found he lived in Scroop's- Court ; 
| went and aſked there for him, but never could 
fnd him at home, although I went there three or 
four Times, the Woman always told me, he was 
vs WY gone in the Country; I ſaw bim once, but that was 
by mere Chance; he was then dodging me, or 
ſomebody elſe, at the End of Parliament Street, 
* 9, Was you at the Aſſizes at Maid/tine 
Cornack, I was; when I came there I could 
de not find any of them; they kept out of my Sight, 
| imagined, for Fear I ſhould come in for Part of 
the Reward ; at laſt I happened to meet Egan in 


: 0 the Street, I ſaid, What, have you done the Thing ? 
a. (1 meant found the Bill) He ſaid, No, we ſhall 
pen not do it this Day or two; think I, I'll watch you; 


I did, and by and by came Salmon and Mac Donald, 
and, I think, Egan, and one Sergeant a Conſtable ; 
they and I went to the Clerk's Office to get the 
Bill of Indictment drawn; Berry did not go in; I 
followed them; when they came in the Clerk ſaid, 
Are you all here? Yes, ſaid Mac Donald, we are 
all here; ſaid the Clerk, There are fix of you; 
There are but five of us, ſaid Mac Donald; ſaid 
the Clerk, Is there not a Drummer? Oh! ſaid 
Mac Donald, I forꝑ ot him. After we had prepared 
the Bill of Indictment, I went to the Cock at Maid. 
ne, there ſat Berry; I did not recolle& him at 
that Time; ſaid he, How do you do, Drummer? 
I aid, You have the Adyantage of me, I can't ſay 
I know you; No, faid he, don't you know that 
Morning when you went to the El-phant and Caſile 


0 10 
in K:nt-Street for Salmon? Then 1 ſaid, I believe 
Qu tou are the Gentleman that ſat these in the Box; 
Yes, ſaid he, I am; then he aſked me what I 


tought of thoſe Lads, will they be convicted? I 
laid, It appears very plain againſt them; then he 
ad, If they are not, 1 muſt either beg my Bread, 
or go upon the Highway myſelf. 
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2, from Berry. Were there any Company by 
at that Time? 
 Cornack, No, there were not; Berry was ſitting 
by himſelf, except he was with his Companions, 

: Are you certain he ſaid theſe Words to you 
at that Time ? 

Cornack, I am poſitive of it he did, 

Foſeph Cox. I have known Mac Daniel two oi 
three Years; I never ſaw the other till I ſaw them 
all together at Maidſtone Aſſiʒes; I went down on 
the 14th of Auzu/t; I am Chief-conftable of the 
Lower Half-hundred of Blackheath; I had an In- 
formation about the Beginning of Augu/t, that 2 
Breeches-maker had been robbed in the Pariſh of 
Depiford, where I live, by three Footpads, and 
that two of them were taken by Mac Daniel and 
others, and ſent to Maid/lone Gaol; and the third 
Perſon, whoſe Name was Thomas Blee, J was in- 
formed, kept Company with Moc Donald; and al. 
ter two or three Days ſearching, I very fortunately 
took the Perſon, with the Help of a Conſtable at 
Greenwich, on Friday the gth of Augu/t, in Neu- 
gate-Street, very early in the Morning. I took 
him directly to the Water-fide, in order to carry 
him to Greenwich; when we got him into the 
Boat, he ſaid he would diſcover all he could con- 
cerning the Robbery of the Breeches-maker ; I bi 
him not do it then, becauſe of the Watermen, 
till we came to a Magiſtrate; we took him before 
Juſtice Bell; there he made Information, and fignei 
it; it contained the Subſtance of the Evidence he 
has now given againſt Mac Donald, Berry, Salmm, 
and Egan, and therefore need not be repeated. 

As ſoon as this Information was taken (ſays M. 
Cox) I obtained ſeparate Warrants againſt Mu 
Donald, Berry, Salmon, and Egan. I was at: 
vifed to attend the Trial of Ellis and Kelly, and 
not to diſcover that I had Blee in Cuſtody till * 

the 
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the Trial; and in order that he might not eſcape, 
by Thomas Warren went to aſſiſt me. When I came 
to Maid/lone, I informed myſelf who were on the 
Back of the Bill of Indictment againſt EIli; and 
| Ke'ly; their Trial came on the 15th of Augy/?, at 
ou Night; I came into Court ſoon after the Trial 

began; Blee was then in my Cuſtody, but nobody 

knew it at Maidſtane; he was brought down in the 
) Of Night, and ſtopped ſhort of the Town. When I 
em came in, I heard Salmon giving Evidence againſt 
| ON Kelly and Ellis; he ſaid, he went in at the Ship at 
Deptford, and had a Pint of Beer ; that he faw 
three Men drinking in a Box, and Ellis and Kelly, 
the then two Priſoners at the Bar, were two of the 
three Perſons, and the other was a carroty bearded 
Fellow; that after having drank his Pint of Beer, 
in the Duſk of the Evening, he ſet out in order to 
go to Londen ; and having got as far as the Four- 
mile ſtone, he ſtopped at a Gate to make Water, 
In the mean time the three Men came up, and one 
of them d—n'd him, and aſked him where he was 
going? He ſaid, he deſired him not to ſwear, and 


le at 

Vw. aid, he was going to London; upon that the car- 
took rotty-bearded Fellow ſnatched the Bundle from un- 
-arry der bis Arm, and punched him on the Breaſt. The 


Judge aſked him, if it was light enough to ſee their 
Faces, and whether he. was ſure that the Priſoners 


con 

| bid were two of the Men? He ſaid, it was light enough 
men, to ſee their Faces, and was ſure they were the Men 
efore that robbed him. Then he ſaid, that Kelly, one 
gnel of the Priſoners, drew a Knife, and ſaid, D n 
ce he him, let us ſearch him, and took out of his Pocket 


1mm an Iron Tobacco- box, in which was a Guinea in 
. Gold, Two Shillings and Six-pence in Silver, and 
M. a Silver Pocket- piece, and a Claſp-knife and Fork: 
He ſaid, the Bundle contained two Pair of leather- 
; ad. Breeches marked with J. S. and a Figure of 4. un- 
„ ander the Right-pocket, and that the Handkerchief 


Vor. II. ** i had 
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had an Oilet-hole at each Corner, all which were 
produced in Court; he looked at them, and ſaid, 
they were the Goods he was robbed of, and wete 
his Property ; and they are the ſame here produced; 
they were delivered into my Care, and have been 
ever ſince. The Judge aſked him, how he knew 
the Pocket piece? He ſaid, by a particular Mark it 
had in the Middle. His Lordſhip aſked to ſee it, 
and it was handed to him. 

a 2. Look at that Pocket - piece and Tobacco. 

ox. 

Cox. They are the very ſame he ſaid he was 
robbed of. I aſked the Judge, what he would be 
pleaſed to have done with the "Things? He bid me 
take care of them till the Perſons were tried. He 
aſked the Priſoners, if they would aſk Salmon any 
Queſtions ? Kelly deſired that Salmon might be aſked, 
whether he ſaw him draw a Knife? Salmon aid, 
Yes, you did, but I ſuppoſe you will deny all the 
reſt preſently. Kelly ſaid, That can't be, becauſe 
I had no Knife. There was one Circumſtance 
which I forgot ; when the Judge aſked him, whe- 
ther it was light enough to ſee their Faces, ke alſo 
aſked him, if he could know the carroty- bearded 
Fellow, and if he had ever ſeen him before ? He 
ſaid, No, not to his Knowledge. 

9, Were the other Priſoners there ? 

Cox. I ſaw Mac Donald, Salmon, and Egan, 
who all gave their Evidence; but did not ſee Perry 
in Court. Egan next gave his Evidence, and ſaid, 
he dealt in old Cloaths ; that on the goth of Jay 
he went into Kent-Sireet, to the Lock- Hoſpital, to 
ſee if they had any Cloaths to ſell, but they not 
being up, he went to the Black-/pread- Eagle, to 
get him a Pint of Beer; that he obſerved three Men 
there drinking, and as he was telling the Landlady 
his Buſineſs, one of them, a carroty-bearded Fel- 


low, not taken (for they did not know he was 
taken 


7 
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taken then) aſked him if he would buy two Pair 
of Breeches? He ſaid, Yes, if they could agree 
for the Price; and they did agree for 5 s. and gave 
Kelly 15. Earneſt, till his Wife ſhould come with 
more Money, or ſomething of that Sort; and as 
he was aſking the Landlady for a Halfpenny-worth 
of Tobacco, and ſaying he had loſt his 'Tobacco- 
box, one of the Men offered to ſell him one, and 
he bought it of him for a Pot of T'wopenny, He 
ſaid, as he was looking at the Breeches, he knew 
them to be Salmon's Property, having heard he had 
been robbed over- night; he went out under Pretence 
of getting the reſt of the Money, but meeting with 
Mr. Mac Donald an Acquaintance of his, and know- 
ing him to be an Officer, he told him the Story; 
and Mac Daenald ſaid, he need not trouble himſelf 
about an Officer, for he could do as well as a Con- 
{table ; and ſo he returned back with him, and 
took Ellis and Kelly; and upon ſearching them, 
took out of Kell,'s Pocket a Silver Pocket piece, 
1s. and a Claſp-knife, The Judge aſked him, 
How he knew the Breeches belonged to Salmon ? 
He ſaid, by a particular Mark, He was aſked, 
How he knew the Mark? He ſaid, he had bought 
Breeches of him for himſelf, and for his Son 12 
Years, and knew his Mark. The Judge aſked the 
Priſoners, if they would aſk that Perſon any Queſ- 
tions ? Kelly defired he might be aſked, if the car- 
roty-bearded Man and he did not wink at each 
other, before he offered to ſell the Breeches? And 
Fgan alſo ſaid, What gave him the greateſt Suſpi- 
cion that the Breeches were ſtolen, was, becauſe 
he had ſeen one of the two Priſoners ducked for 
picking Pockets in the Artillery- Ground. Ma: Do- 
nald was the next Witneſs: He ſaid, he met Egan, 
an Acquaintance; and Egan knowing him to be an 
Officer, told him the Story, and he went with him 
and took Ellis and Kelly, and found upon Kelly a 

| K 2 dilver 


— — 2 — —E—ü—Uär— nn bei — . 


92 * * X* 


—— 


He denied he knew any ſuch Perſon. I aſked Egan, 
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Silver Pocket-piece, a Shilling, and a Claſp-knife; 
that there was a Drummer in the Room, whom he 
ordered to aſſiſt him. | 

I had fixed my Eye pretty ſteadily on Mr. Berry, 
whom I aſked to go with me to drink a Glaſs of 
Wine, which he did, and I ſecured him at the 
Bell; then I went to ſecure the others according to 
my Warrant. As ſoon as they had given their Evi. 
dence, the Crier ordered them to go out. We ſe. 
cured them; upon ſearching Mac Donald, I found 
this Knife upon him, (a long ſheathed Knife of th; 
Dutch Kind) I was told of it before. As ſoon az 
they were ſecured, I was forced to get Leave to 
put them in the Mayor's Gaol. I aſked Salmon, 
if he knew one Thomas Blee? He ſaid, he knew no 
ſuch Man; I replied, I am ſure you muſt know 
him; he as poſitively denied it again. The next 
Day, when he was carried before the Juſtices, ( 
believe there were 20 or 30 of them) Blee was 
brought Face to Face to him ; he looked at him, 
and declared he had never ſeen that Man in his Life 
before. I aſked Mac Donald, if he knew Tom Blee? 


and he as poſitively denied it as the reſt, As Berry 
and I were going to the Bell, he aſked me what l 
thought would be the Fate of Ellis and Kelly, and 
who was to pay the Expence of the Proſecution, 
for it was very conſiderable? 1 told him, if they 
were convicted, there would be ſufficient to pay the 
Expence ay handſomely; and if they were ac- 
quitted, the Proſecutors, I believed, muſt bear the 
Expence themſelves; he ſaid, he knew that, and 
for that Reaſon, if this Affair was well over, he 
never would be concerned again. When I came 
to the Bell, I took him into Cuſtody ; and when! 
had ſecured the others in the Mayor's Gaol, I car- 
ried him to them, and then aſked him, if he knew 


Tom Blie? He ſaid, he did not know any ſuch 2 
: on. 
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en. The next Day, when Berry had been car- 


a ried before the Juſtice, and was committed, he 

and I walked together from the Bell to the Gaol; 
5 in going along he faid, he hoped the Gentlemen 
f would not admit Mac Donald as an Evidence, (for 
e 


at that Time it was thought he would get to be an 
Evidence) becauſe he had ſaved himſelf once be- 
fore by the ſame Means; but, ſaid he, if the 
Gentlemen will admit me an Evidence, I can do 
for Mac Donald and another Man, meaning Ralth 
Mitchel, J aſked him, if he would tell me any 
Particulars he could alledge againſt them? He ſaid, 
he would write to me in a few Days, but he never 
did. As to Mac Donald, the next Morning after 
he was apprehended, he deſired to ſpeak with me 
in the Room where he was confined. I took Mr. 
IVarren, one of the Conſtables of Greenwich, with 
me, and went to him. He ſaid, he had rather 
ſpeak to me by myſelf; on which Mr. Warren 
withdrew. He then cried a good deal, and begged 
of me to be his Friend, and get him committed 
for farther Examination; for, he ſaid, he could 
make a very great Diſcovery relating to the Public, 
and could put 500 J. in my Pocket. I told him, 
I would acquaint the Gentlemen with what he ſaid, 
and accordingly I did, and uſed my Endeavours to 
prevent his being committed for farther Examina- 
tion; he was afterwards committed on the War- 
rant. 

D: from Berry, Did you ſee me any Way buſ: 
about e Affair! f e 


and Cox. Berry kept Mac Donald, Salmon, and Egan 

be Company; and becauſe it was to be my Place to 
ame take care of them, I kept Company with all four 
jen | for two Hours. | 


Berry, Was I buſy in preferring the Bill ? 

Cox, I don't know that he was. When I 
talked with Berry afterwards, he denied knowing 
K 3 Blee, 
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Blee, and pretended to be a Stranger to them all, 

and ſaid, he came down into the Country about 

Horſes. As for Egan, he denied that he knew Bly, 

- ever ſaw Berry, till he ſaw him in the Grau ſend 
Oat, 

Q. from Mac Denald. - Whether I did not 90 
to Squire Bell, to charge Blee with a Rubbery at- 
ter he was taken; 

Cox. I know but little of that. 


The Jury found them all four guilty of the 
Facts charged in the Indictment; but whether the 
Facts charged were within the Statutes of the 4th 
and 5th of Philip and Mary, and the 3d and 4th of 
Milliam and Mary, they knew not; and thetefore 
prayed the Aſſiſtance of the Court, ſo it was made 
dpecial. 

1 he Special Verdict which the Jury gave upon 
the Trial of Mac Donald, B:rry, Gabagan, and 
Salmon, was afterwards argued by Council before 
the Twelve Judges, at Serjeart's-Inn- Hall in Chan- 
cery-Lane, Their Lordſhips being of Opinion, 
that the Facts charged were not within the Statutes 
of the 4th and 5th of Philip and Mary, and the 36 
and 4th of /Zi!l:amand Mary; an Order was given, 
that they ſhould be indicted for a Conſpiracy, in 
which the Facts, with which the Priſoners were 
charged, might be more clearly explained, and 
they to receive ſuch Puniſhment, as-might be juſtly 
inflicted on them by Law. 

Accordingly, F: bruary 28th, they were again ar— 
raigned at the Seſſions at the O/d-Ba:ley, in the 
M ayoralty of Sling /by Bethell, Eſq; upon an Indict- 
ment for combining and conſpiring together, that 
one Thomas Blee ſhould procure two Perſons, 
namely, Peter Kelly and Fohn Ellis, to go to Dept- 
ford in Keut, and to take divers Goods and Mo- 
ney from the Perſon of the ſaid Salmon on the King's 

Highway, 
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Highway, who ſhould be waiting there for that 
Purpoſe 3 with Intent that they ſhould cauſe the 
{iid two Perſons to be apprehended and convicted 
for robbing him, the ſaid Salmon, on the King's 
Highway, and fo unjuſtly and wickedly procure to 
themſelves the Rewards mentioned in the Act of 
Parliament, Proclamation, and other Parochial Re- 
wards, for the apprehending of Highwaymen, 
Ju) 24, 1754. 

Tom Blee was the principal Witneſs againſt the 
Priſoners in this, as he was upon the former Trial; 
and as the Evidence he gave upon both was to the 


ſame Purpoſe, and as we have already given the: 


Evidence at large of Tom Blce, in which are related 
all the material Facts and Circumſtances upon 
which they were at firſt tried, we ſhall not trouble 
the Reader with. a Repetition of them ; but only 
mention one Particular, which Bee ſwore in this, 
that he had omitted in his firſt Evidence; namely, 
that Berry told him, that when he, Kelly and Ellis, 
robbed Salmon on the Deptford Road, he, Berry, 
lay behind the Four-mile-itone, and ſaw the Rob- 
bery committed. 

The Priſoners having nothing material to ſay 
in their Defence, the Jury found them Guilty, The 
Sentence pronounced againſt them by the Cours 
was, To be impriſoned in Newgate for the Term 
of ſeven Years; and in that Time to be each of 
them ſet in the Pillory twice, in Manner follow- 
ing; Mac Donald and Berry in Helb;rn, near Hat- 
tm-Garden ; Gahagan and Salmon in the Middle of 


Smithfield, Afterwards Mac Donald and Berry at 


the End of King's-Street, Cheapſide; and Gahagan 
and Lalmon again in Fleet. Street, near Fetter- Lane 
End; and at the End of that Time to find Sureties 
for their good Behaviour for three Vears, and to 


pay a Fine of one Mark each. 
K 4 Purſuant 
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Purſuant to their Sentence, Mac Donald and 
Berry, on the 5th of March, ſtood on the Pillory 
in Holborn, near Hatton-Garden,, and were fo ſe. 
verely handled by the Populace, that it wes with 
the utmoſt Difficulty that one of the Sheriffs and 
the Keeper of Newgate, who ſtood in a Balcony 
juſt by, prevented their being utterly deſtroyed; 
and fo great was the Mob, that the Peace- officers 
found it impoſhble to protect the Priſoners from 
their Fury, 

March 8, Gabagan and Salmon ſtood in the Pl]. 
lory in the Middle of Smthjicld Rounds ; they were 
inſtantly aſſaulted with Showers of Oyſter-ſpells, 
Stones, Sc. and had not ſtood above half an Hour 
before Gab gan was fſtr.ck dead; and S2/mon was 
fo dangerouſly wounded in the Head, that it was 
thought impoſſible he ſhould recover. Thus, tho' 
the Law could not find a Puniſhment adequate to 
the horrid Nature of their Crimes, yet they met 
with their Deſerts from the Rage of the People. 

We ſhall now proceed to the apprehending of 
Mary Jones, the vile Proſecutrix of the unfortunate 
Jaſbua Kidden, and then conclude this Narrative. 

Intelligence having been got, that Mary Fones 


had ſecreted herſelf at a Gentleman's Houſe at 


TFuwick.nham, who had married a Step daughter of 
Mary Fenes's, a Warrant was obtained from Jul- 
t ce S:urling for apprehending her; and on Sunday, 
February the iſt, Mr. Cox, the Head Conſtable of 


-the Eaſtern Diviſion of Blackheath, in Kent, and 


one Paterſon and Themas Blee went to Twickenham, 
where at firſt, on Enquiry, they were told there 
was no Mary Jones there; but. on Enquiry at the 
Houſe of the Gentleman (whoſe name we think 
neeilels to mention) for a wrong Perſon, Blee ſaw 
her coming down a Walk in the Garden at a Diſ- 


tance, (he being the only one that knew her) = 
f 7 5 
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ſhe made her Eſcape through the Hedge into the 
next Yard, and ſo into the Cellar of the next - 
Houſe, where after a ſhort Search they found her 
under a Beer-ſtand, rowled up like a Hedge-hog. 
As ſoon as ſhe was diſcovered, ſhe held out her 
Hand, and deſired ſhe might be helped up; and as 
ſoon as that was done, ſhe was confronted with 
Blie, and abſolutely perſiſted in having no Know- 
ledge of him, proteſting ſhe had never ſeen Blee be- 
fore. However, they forthwith brought her up 
with them to London in a Coach, it being her own 
Deſire, begging that ſhe might not be expoſed 

there. Accordingly that Evening they brought her 
to the Jeruſalem Tavern on Clerkenwell Green ; 
and on hearing that Juſtice Spur/ing was not to be 
in Town till the next Morning, they carried her 
for that Night to the Flying-Horſe in Bartholomew- 
Cl;/e, where they ſecured her till the next Day, and 

then carried her before Juſtice Spurling, who came 
to Town on Purp* ſe. | | 
While before the Juſtice ſhe ſtiffly denied know- 
ing Bl:e, who was preſent, or Mac Donald or Ber- 
1y, or any Thing concerning K:dden; but Bee 
ſwearing poſitively to her, ſhe was that Day, Fe- 
bruary 2d, committed to Newgate for the wilful 
Murder of Joſhua K-dden ; the Commitment char- | 
ging her, that ſhe (together with Stefhen Mac 
Donald and Jahn Berry) cauſed the ſaid 7% Krd- 
den to be apprehended, and, by Perjury, to be 
proſecuted and convicted of a Robbery, pretended 
to have been committed by him, the faid Xidden, 
on her the ſaid Mary Jones, and for which he was 
unjuſtly executed. | 
On Thurſday the 25th of April, 1756, a Bill of 
ludictment was found againſt the three notorious 
Mifcreants at Hict,'s. Hall for the ſaid wilful Mur- 
der; and another Indictment the ſame Day was 
found by the ſame Grand Jury, charging them all 
| K 5 | three 
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three for a Conſpiracy againſt the Life of the ſaid 
Kidden, 

On Fridey the zoth of the ſame Month, another 
Bill of Indictment was found by the Grand Jury 
of Lenden at the Old- Bailey againſt Jahn Perry and 
Mary Jones, for wilful and corrupt Perjury on the 
Trial of the ſaid Joſhua Kidden ( Mac Donald was 
not on the Trial) at the Seſſions-houſe in the CAA. 
Bliley, when he was unjuſtly convicted ſolely on 
the moſt full and poſitive Evidence of the ſaid Ber- 
ry and Jones, whoſe ſaid Teſtimonies were utterly 
falſe and wi fully corrupt. 

The next Evening the three Priſoners were 
brought from Newgate to the Bar at the Seſſions- 
houſe in the O/4-Batzlzy, and ſeverally arraigned on 
the {aid three Ind.C:ments, to all which they plead- 
ed Not Guilty; and then a Motion was made in 
Behalf of the Proſecution, that the Priſoners Trials 
thereon might be put off to the next Seffions, on 
Account the Witneſſes for the Proſecution could 
not be preſent to give their Teſtimonies till then; 
whereupcn it was moved by Council for Mary 
Fones, on the Hateas C:rpus Act, (that as ſhe the 


ſaid Mary Jeres had been confined two Se ſſions, 


and that as ſhe had put in her Prayer the fuſt Day 
of each Seiſions to be tried, bailed, or diſcharged, 
and the Prcſecutor not ready to go to Trial on the 
Indictment for the Murder, ſhe having been char- 
ged only with the Murder of Xidden before) that 
ſhe was entitsled by Law to be. diſcharged from 
her Confinement on account of the ſaid Indiciment 
for the Murder; and that they were ready to give 
Bail for her Appearance at the next Seſſions, to 
take her Trial on the other two Indictments, a9 
they were bailable Offences ; and on hearing Coun- 
cil on both Sides, the Court were of Opinion, that 
for Negle& of proſecuting her, ſhe was entituled 
toꝰ be ſet at Liberty in Purſuance of the Habeas Cor- 
Pas 
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jus Act on the Charge of the Murder, but that 
they ſhould expect undeniable Bail for her Appear- 
ance, to take her Trial on the other two Indict- 
ments next Seſſions, and accordingly ſhe was left 
by Order of Court for Bail. 

The Court having given their Opinion, the 
Council for the Crown then replied, that if her 
Perſon was to be difcharged for Neglect of Proſe- 
cution, as ſoon as ſhe was bailed for the other Of- 
fences, they would immediately apprehend her on 
a Warrant, as ſtanding charged with the Murder 
of Jaſbua Kidden, and not having taken her Trial, 
by which ſhe muſt by Law be re- committed; ad- 
ding, that ſhe could never be cleared of the Crime 
till diſcharged by Verdi of a Jury. . 


— 
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A Narrative of the Life of William Page 
the Highwayman. 1738. 


] Illiam Page was born at Hamp!on, in Middlee 
ſex, of honeſt and induſtrious Parents; his 
Father was a Bargeman to a Coal-merchant in that 
Town, and was drowned in the great Froſt 1740. 
After his Father's Death, his Mother, who was a 
notable induſtrious Woman, took to diſtilling 
dimple Waters, in which ſhe was greatly encou- 
raged by the Gentry round the Country, Milliam, 
her only Son, was put to the Charity-ſchool ; from 
whence, being tolerably qualified, he went to draw 
Beer at the Bell Alehouſe in that Town, But be- 
ing ſoon tired of that Place, he went to ſerve an 
Apothecary ; after which he was upon Liking with 
Mr, Moodfull, a Printer: But being of a rambling 
Temper, and not. liking Conlinement, he hired 
K 6 b him» 
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204. Willaam Page, 
himfelf as a Footboy, firſt to one, and then to an- 
other, never ſtaying long in a Place, for he was of 
ſo proud and haughty a Spirit, that he would not Jon 
patiently ſubmit to the Orders of his Superiors, Wticc 
nor behave himſelf with common Decency to his 

Equals and Fellow-fervants. 
Being thus extremely reduced, without Friends, 
without Money, and without a Character, he re- 
ſolved to turn Collector on the Highway, which, 
he thought, would at once take oft that Badge of 
Slavery, a Livery, and ſet him on a Level with 
Gentlemen, of which he was very ambitious. He 
was then about 21 Years of Age. 
Being thus reſolved, his firſt Care was to pro. 
vide himſelf with a Brace of Piſtols. It was not 
long te'ore he heard of a Gentleman's Servant who 
had a Pair to diſpofe of, Accordingly he went to 
him, pretending a Friend of his had deſired him 
to look out for a Set, and to purchaſe them if worth 
his Money. The Servant produced the Piſtols, 
and Page ſeemed to like them, and deſired he might 
have them to ſhew them to the Gentleman for his 
Approbation. 
Being now furniſhed with proper Arms, he im- 
mediately hires a Horſe, and turns out upon the 
Hiphgate Road, and robbed the Highgate Coach, 
taking from the Paſſengers about 4/. He then 
went and paid for the Piſtols: and from that Time 
commenced Highwayman, and daily committed 
Robberies, ſome near this Metropolis, and othen 
at a Diſtance in the Country; the moſt material oi 
which we ſhall give an Account of, for it is in 
poſſible to relate all he committed in the Courſe e 
about twelve Years, during which he reigned, a 
it were, Maſter of the Road, though in freques 
Perils, often hotly purſued, with many a narrow 
Eſcape, and yet was only once tried (about five 
Years ago) at Hertford Aſſizes, but for want d 
| ſufficieat 
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{ficient Evidence, was acquitted, though really 
puilty ; till Fortune, weary of protecting him any 
longer in his Rogueries, gave him up to the Juſ- 
tice of his Country. 

The firſt remarkable Robbery which Page com- 
mitted (after ſome others of leſs Account) was that, 
of Capt. Faſper, on Houn/low- Heath, As the Cap- 
tain with a Lady was paſſing over the Heath in a 
Chaiſe, Page comes up to the Poſtilion, and bid 
him top, and then ordered the Captain to deliver: 
The Captain ſaid, That may be Sir, but not yet; 
and pulling out a Piſtol, fired at him, but unhap- 
pily ſhot the Poſtilion in the Back, and wounded 
him very much: Which Page obſerving, ſaid, 

WM Conſider, Sir, what a raſh Atiion y'u have been 
Nui r; you have killed this poor Fellow, which J 
) WW 10:4ld not have done for the World, And now, Sir, 
% before I required you to deli ver, ſo now J repeat my 
os, and if y:u refuſe any longer to comply, Iwill 
rally fire upon you. Upon which the Captain 
apt his ſecond Piſtol at him, but it did not go off, 
Pere then ſwore he would ſhoot the Lady, as. 
imagining that would terrify him more than the 
car of his own Life. The Captain, however to 
ſcreen the Lady from the Danger, though at the 
Hazard of his own Perſon, very gallantly placed 
himſelf in her Lap. Then Page ſwore he would 
loot him, if he did not inſtantly deliver his Mo— 
ney, and would be as good as his Word. The 
aptain then jumped out of the Chaiſe, and Page 
ved at him, but in ſuch a Manner as to miſs him, 
or he had no Deſign to hurt him, unleſs he ſhould 
be forced to it in Defence of his own Life. Upon 
vhich the Captain ſnapt his the ſecond Time, but 
ithout Fire. Page then ſaid, You mujt now ſur- 
render, or I abſolutely will ſhoot you. The Captain 
eeing himſelf in his Power, and without Means 
o help hjmſelf, thought proper to give me his 
A old 
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Gold Watch, and Ten or Eleven Guineas in Mo. 
ney. Page then demanded his Sword. The Cap. 
tain anſwered, You may ſce by my Cockade I am an 
Officer, and I would ſooner part with my Life and 
Soul than with my Sword, Page replied, J think 
myſelf the braveft Fellow that ever croſſed theſe Plains, 
but thou art an obſlinate Fellow, and ſ% go about 
your Buſmeſs, 

Some Time after he robbed the Hon. Taylor 
I hite, the Welch Judge, as he was going upon his 
Circuit into Vale, and took from him his Gold 
Watch, and ſome Money. Many other Robbe- 
ries he committed about the fame Time, and was 
frequently ſo cloſely purſued, that it was with the 
utmoſt Difliculty he made his Eſcape. 

Here it may not be improper to introduce his 
Marriage. But one would think, that a Man en- 
gaged in his Courſe of Life, who had no certain 
abiding Place, without Home or Habitation, had 
but little Occaſion for a Wife; or, that any Wo- 
man of a ſober Character would join Hands with 
ſuch a profligate Rover. Yet, ſtrange as it may 
feem, Page, about ten or eleven Years ago, made 
his Addreſſes to a young Woman of Hampton 
Town, of a modeſt and virtuous Life and Conver- 
ſation, and at length prevailed upon her to accept 
him for a Huſband, and has had ſeveral Children 
by him. She certainly deſerved a much better For- 
tune; for ſhe was ſober, honeſt, induſtrious, and 
was ſo far from partaking of her Huſband's Crimes, 
that ſhe often warned him of the Danger he run 
of a ſhameful and untimely Death, and begged him 
to deſiſt from thoſe pernicious Courſes, which in 
the End muſt inevitably prove his Ruin. But all 
her Prayers and Entreaties were in vain ill Ha- 
bits had got too ſtrong a Poſſeſſion of him, to ſuf- 
fer a Woman's Advice to make any Impreſſion on 


: his Mind, 
| About 
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About eight or nine Years ago, Page, with his 
Companion (for he had now got one) being on the 
North Road beyond Barnet, looking out for their 
Prey, happened to meet with my Lord Downe in 
2 Poſt chaiſe. Page went up to the Chaiſe, and 
preſented his Piſtol, with the uſual Salute of De- 
ver. Upon which his Lordſhip drew his, and 
diſcharged it with ſo good an Aim, that he ſhot him 
in the Body, ſo deep, that the Ball lodged in his 
Back, though Page ſcarce felt it for the Preſent, 
vet it was not long before he was too ſenſible of 
it, by the vaſt Effuſion of Blood that poured from 


the Wound. Mean while his Companion, who 


had got an unruly Horſe, could not come imme- 
diately to his Aſſiſtance. Page, however, notwith- 
ſtanding his firſt Repulſe, renewed his Attack, 
and advanced a ſecond I ime: But perceiving his 
Lordſhip had another Piſtol levelled directly at 
him, thought proper to retire; and finding himſelf 
crow weak by the great Loſs of Blood, doubled 
his Handkerchief and clapt it to the Wound, but- 
toned himſelf up cloſe, and made the belt of his 
Way for Linden; where he no fooner arrived, but 
he ſent for a Surgeon, who, upon ſearching the 
Wound, found it ſo dangerous, that he declared 
he would not undertake it without the Afittance 
of another of the ſame Profeſſion, One was ac» 
cordingly ſent for, who, at firft Sight, knew Page 
perfely. well, though the other Surgeon did not, 
He aſked him, how he came by that Wound? 


Page anſwered, he received it from an Antagoniſt * 


in a Duel he had juſt fought. The Surgeon re- 
plied, he would endeavour to extract the Ball, but 

celired never to ſee his Face again, for he believe 

he had fought that Duel near Barnet. | 
Page was obliged, by this Accident, to lie by 
for ſome Time; but being perfectly recovered, was 
lo far from being intimidated by his late narrow 
Eſcape, 
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Eſcape, that he ſeemed to have gathered freſh Spi- 
rits for new Exploits, Accordingly he and hig 
Companion ſet out upon new Adventures, It was 
not long before they engaged in one of ſo extra. 
ordinary a Nature, that the Report of it made a 
great Noiſe through the whole Kingdom. Thus 
it was: As they were riding over Shoeter's- Hill, 
in Kent, they met two Poſt-chaiſes, in one of which 
was a Supercargo belonging to the Ea/?-India Com. 
pany, and in the other another Gentleman. Pages 
Accomplice begun the Attack on the Supercargo, 
who only anſwered him by the Diſcharge of his Piſ- 
tol, vw hich was ſo well aimed, that it tore away a 
Piece of his Coat under his Arm pit, but without 
hurting his Body ; he returned the Compliment in 
the ſeme Manner, but without Effect. Then 
Page came up and attacked the other Gentleman; 
and now the Engagement became hot on toth 
Sides, the one being as reſolute to deſend their Pro- 
perty, as the other were to deprive them of it. 
Many Diſcharges were made both by the one and 
the other, but without doing any Execution, ex- 
cept the lodging of a Ball in Page's Horſe, which 
however did not diſable him. The Gentlemen 
having at Length ſpent all their Ammunition, Paz? 
and his Companion obliged them to get out of their 
Chaiſes, and the Poſtillions off their Horſes, and 
having faſtened their Hands with Cords, forced 
them to march into an adjacent Wood, where they 
ordered them to ſtay for an Hour, without moving, 
on Peril of their Lives, This being done, they 
went back to the Chaiſes, out of which they took 
two Trunks, laid them on their Horſes, and car- 
ried them into a Wood not far off, where having 
concealed them in a private Place, went direQly 
to London, The next Morning they went down 
in two Chaiſes, took away the Trunks, and brought 


them to Ton. On opening them they 19 * a 
arge 
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age Quantity of Money, and Pacquets of Letters 
and Papers of great Conſequence to the E- India 
Company. This Robbery was immediately adver- 
tiſed, and a Reward of Forty Guineas offered to 
any Perſon who would make a Diſcovery, and no 
9uflion aſked, which was the Manner of adver- 
tiing Felonies at that Time; but according to an 
Act ſince made, ſuch a Clauſe in an Advertiſement 
would incur the Penalty of 5o/. Page and his 
Companion conſidering, that ſhould they keep thoſe 
Papers, they might be the Means of a Diſcovery, 
and that they could be of no Manner of Uſe to 
them, put them up in a Parcel, and ſent them by 
a Ticket-porter to the Clerks in the India Houſe, 
but without demanding the Reward. 

But though in the laſt Robbery Page had a Part- 
ner, yet he oftener went out alone than in Com- 
pany ; and though he got a large Sum from the Su- 
percargo, upon which, with a tolerable Æconomy, 
he might have lived a good while, yet, in a little 
Time, he had conſumed the greateſt Part of it at 
the Gaming table, among the Ladies, or in ex- 
penſive Pleaſures 3 which obliged him once more 
to turn out on the Road, and the next Route he 
took was North ward; and on the Road overtook 
a Chaiſe, which he followed for twenty Miles, till 
de came within a ſmall Diſtance of Dun/labl: ; 
where finding a convenient Opportunity, he got 
defore the Poſtillion, and bid him ſtop, and made 
him a Cover from the Shot out of the Chaife. In 
the Chaiſe was a Colonel of the Army, and another 
Gentleman, Page being in this Poſition, ordered 
them to throw out their Piſtols on the Ground ; 
they were very unwilling to diſarm themſelves, and 
It was after a great deal of Threatening and hard 
Words, that they at laſt complied. Then he went 
up to them and demanded their Money, and they 
fave him about 4 or 5.1, Page, judging from their 

Appear- 


* 


210 William Page, 


Appearance they muſt have more, preſſed them 
hard, but they aſſured him they had not. Upon 
which he took a Portmanteau from behind the 
Chaiſe, carried it into a Wood, and covered it 
over with Leaves in a By-place; and about three 
or four Days afterwards came and fetched it away, 
and upon opening it, found three Gold Watches, 
and near 100 4, in Money, beſides rich Cloaths and 
Linen. 

Being thus furniſhed with a pretty round Sum, 
he thought it highly neceſſary to diſappear for ſume 
Time; for the late Robbery of the Supercargo, W...i:- 
with his Attempt on Lord Downe, being the Sub- Ne 
ject of all Converſation both in own and Coun- Hie 
try, made this Climate too hot for him; and Npcio 
therefore, after ſome private Conſult with his own Hired 
Thoughts, he took his Paſſage on Board a Mer- Her 
chantman, and went to Barbadres and Antigua, de- Ws th 
ſigning, if he could, to get to be a Clerk to ſome 
Merchant, or any other genteel Employment he 
could meet with, for he was too much of a Genile- 
man to ſubmit to any mean Service. He conti- Went 
nued there for ſeven or eight Months, but finding Noa 
nothing to anſwer his Expectations, embarked on im 
board the Tavi/tack Man of War, and came to em 
England. / Pilto 

: Having in this Voyage ſpent all his Money, on Whut « 
his Return he fell to his old Practice of raiſing Re- Pads 
_ cruits upon the Highway. His firſt Exploit, was, Nd! 
the robbing one Mr. Cufſe in Hertfordſhire. Mr. or h 
Cuſſe being in a Poſt-chaiſe on the Road, Page came We:rri, 
up with him, and bid him Deliver. Mr. Cuſſe be- White. 
ing without Arms, without more ado, pulled out Werder 
his Purſe, and held it up in his Hand in order to Ne ( 
give it him. But Page's Horſe, which he had jult Miene. 
hired in Purple- Lane (for he was not yet able to page 
purchaſe one) being not uſed to that Kind of Bu- Whulti 


lineſs, ſtartled and could not be brought near 
enough 


nou? 
he Orc 
him; 
rode © 
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nough for Page to get the Purſe. Upon which 
de ordered the Poſtillion to get off and fetch it to 
tim; which was done accordingly, and then Page 
rode off, 

Some Time after, as he was leading his Horſe 
weleſsly down Highgate- Hill, he was followed by 
bree Men 9s Horſeback, who ſuſpecting he was 
ic Highwayman who had robbed Mr. Cuſſe, con- 
ſulted together how to take him. Having con- 
certed their Meaſures, one of them came up with 
im, and accoſted him thus: Sir, I have often 
walked my Horſe up a Hill, but never down ; bat 
lnce „ de, I will too, and bear you Company. 


Which he readily accepted, without the leaſt Suſ- 


icion of any Deſign againſt him, and ſo they en- 
tered into a very friendly Converſation together. 
After they had walked together for a little Way, one 
the Gentlemen finding a fit Opportunity, keep» 
ing a litt'e behind, of a ſudden laid hold of his 
arms, and pinioned them fo faſt behind him, that 
e was not able to ſtir; which the other two 
Gentlemen, being then on the other Side of the 
load, ſeeing, they inſtantly came up, and ſecured 
lim beyond the Poſſibility of his eſcaping from 
dem. They took out. of his Pocket four loaded 
Filtols, ſeveral Balls, and a Powder-horn, a Crape 


but of his Hat, and a Map of all the Croſs and By- 


ads for twenty Miles round London, which he 
dad himſelf drawn from his own Obſervations, and 
or his own Uſe. Having thus ſecured him, they 
aried him before a Juſtice-of the Peace at High- 
ite, The Juſtice put many Queſtions to him, in 
der to extort a Confeſſion, that ſo he might fix 
ie Crime upon him ; for as yet no poſitive Evi- 
ence was produced to ſupport the Charge. But 
"age was too well verſed in his Trade to give the 
utice the leaſt Handle againſt him, and anſwered 
him 
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him in ſuch a Manner, that no Hold could be tz. MM was 
ken of his Words. The Juſtice therefore commit. MPock 
ted him to Clerkenwell Bridewell, in order for hi but | 
further Examination, before the late Henry Pia. iter 
ing, Eſq. Page being brought before him, paſſed 
through a very cloſe and fevere Examination ; but 
as nothing appeared directly againſt im, but the 
above Circumſtances, and as nothing could be 
collected from his Anſwers to fix the Charge upon 
him, though every Body believed him guilty, he 
was re committed to Bridewell; and the Juſtice 
took a more effectual Method to come at the 
Truth. 

For this Purpoſe he publiſhed an Advertiſement, 
in which he appointed a Day, when one Page or 
Gage, then in Cuflody, would be examined before 
him in relation to a ſuppoſed Robbery on the High- 
way, inviting all Gentlemen who had been robbed 
to attend at the ſame Time. At the I ime ap- 
pointed a great Number of Gentlemen came, and 
among the reſt, Mr, Cu//e and his Poſtillion, who 
ſwore to his Horſe, and other Circumſtances of the 
Robbery ; upon which Mr. Cuſſe was bound in 
Recognizance to proſecute, and Page was ſent 
back to his old Lodging in Bridewell, A little 
before the Seſſions came on at the Old-Bailey, he 
was conveyed to Newgate; and from thence by 
Habeas Corpus to Hertford, where, at the enſuing 
Aſſizes, he was tried for the ſaid Robbery, I be 
Poſtillion ſwore poſitively to-him ; but Page brought 
Witneſſes who ſwore he was at another Place, ten 
Miles off, at the ſame Time : Upon which the 
Jury acquitted him, though, had they known the 
Truth, they would certainly have condemned 
him. 

Thus Page, by the Help of ſome of his truſty In- 
timates, got clear of this troubleſome Affair; but 
| wal 
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was ſo reduced, that he had not a Penny in his 
Pocket, a Shoe to his Foot, and ſcarce any Thing 
but Rags to cover him, for above a T welvemonth 
afterwards ; and to ſupport himſelf, uſed to fre- 
quent Billiard- tables, being a dextrous Player at 
that Game, where now and then he picked up a 
little Money, juſt enough to keep him alive. 

After he had continued in this forlorn Condi- 
tion for above a T'welvemonth, as before hinted, 
it was his Chance to pick up another Companion; 
for as his old Conſort had never come to ſee him 
in his Diſtreſs, nor afforded him the leaſt Com- 
fort or Relief, he reſented it highly, and reſolved 
to have no more to do with him. This new Com- 
panion, though an old Acquaintance, meeting him 
it the Billiard-table, they preſently renewed their 
former Intimacy. After comparing Notes toge- 
ther, they ſoon found that the Difference in their 
Circumſtances was ſo very (mall, that they both 
ſtood in Need of each other's Aſſiſtance. As they 
had nothing to depend upon but their Wits for 
Relief, they agreed between them to act certain 
Tricks and Cheats, whereby to deceive the other 
Gameſters that played at the Table. This Prac- 
lice they followed for ſome Time, by which they 
now and then got a little Money, but hardly enough 
to keep them from Want. 

Page conſidering the former Plenty he lived in 
when he was at Liberty to raiſe Contributions on 
the Road, and the Miſeries he had undergone for 
lome Time paſt, begins to think of returning to 
dis former Occupation; and the Low Condition 
of his new Companion, - encouraged him to hope 
that he wo.Þld join with him in his Project. Ac- 
cordingly, taking him at an unguarded Hour, he 
propoſed to him the Scheme he had projected of 
recruiting their ſhattered Finances; for he was 
Quite tired of the Life he had a good-while led, 


and 
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and was reſolved to make a bold Puſh to mend h 


Fortune, and adviſed him to do the ſame, pil 
Companion, who had likewiſe ſuffered great Hara Fu 
ſhips under the moſt diſtreſsful Circumſtances, ani dn. 
greatly in Debt, too eafily liſtened to his decei 7 
ful Arguments. For though he was ever willing dies 


to pay his juſt Debts when able, and, till tha vio!: 
Time, had always behaved like an honeſt Man 
yet, being now too deeply involved, had juſt Rea 
ſon to apprehend he ſhould one Day be laid faſt | 


a Priſon. Theſe Conſiderations were ſo prevalem i Y 
that at length they overpowered his better Jud Prin 
ment, and he complied with the Temptation, ſino be h. 
he could ſee. no other Method to relieve himſe N eeſſa 
from his preſent Miſery, or to keep himſelf out ¶ Puta 
a Gaol. ceed; 
Page was overjoyed that he had brought his ConWtis F 
panion into his own Way of thinking. No Tim nene 
was to be loſt, and therefore they immediately conWcreo 
ſulted on the Meaſures they were to purſue. With" i! 
whatlittle Money they had, they bought each of then vent 
a Pair of ſecond-hand Piſtols. In the next Place ether 
two Horſes were to be hired ; and as his Comp eblig 
nion was the beſt rigged of the two, it was agree Be 
that he ſhould go and hire them, which he didWad | 
and brought one of them to Veſiminſler Bridge m 
where Page waited for it, mounted, and rode on i Nile 


the Kent/h Road. Then his Companion wen 
back and fetched another for himſelf, followed 


and ſoon overtook him; but meeting with nothingÞve: 
for their Purpoſe that Day, they put up at an IH 
a little off the Road near Earl Stanbope's Seat. ID oun 
was in Aug:/t three Years ago. Vatc 

The next Day they ſet out again, when the bich 
met with two Gentlemen in a Curricle, one tho 


whom was a Banker in Lombard-Street, T bek 
Gentlemen they attacked and robbed of about 2 


or 23 J. and made off clear with their Booty. Thi 
3 = Wa 
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was done on the Tunbridge Road, juſt beyond Brom- 

Common. They then croſſed the Country to 
Fulbam Bridge, and from thence went on to Lon- 
din. 

Page having made himſelf too free with the La- 
dies of the Town, had got the foul Diſeaſe to fo 
violent a Degree, that he judged it neceſlary, in 
order to be cured, to put himſelf into the Lock 
Hoſpital at Hyde-Par Corner, where he under- 
went a Salivation. : 

Page's Companion, not being of ſuch abandoned 
Principles as himſelf, nor greatly liking the Courſe 
he had juſt entered into, laid out his Money in Ne- 
ceſſaries and Apparel, in order to get into ſome re- 
putable Place, in which he had ſome Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding, as he had not yet loſt his Character amon 
tis Friends. Accordingly he got himſelf recom- 
mended as a Valet de Chambre to one Mr. Lee, a 
Creolian of St. Kitts, who was lately come to Con- 
um in order to ſpend his Fortune in England, He 
went with his Maſter to Bath, Newmar+zt, and 
other Places in the Country; but falling ill, was 
bliged to quit his Service. 

Being recovered from his Illneſs, Page, who 

had been long in ſearch for him, at laſt found 
him out, and by many fallacious Arguments pre- 
ailed with him to go upon another Expedition. 
he main Point being thus ſettled, Horſes were 
don provided, and they went out together upon the 
\dventure, and near Maidenhead met with Mr. 
in, a Helch Gentleman, High Sheriff for ſome 
ounty in South Wales, and took from him a Gold 
Vatch, and about 12 or 13 J. in Money, with 
ich they got clear off, and eame to London, 
mthout being purſued. 
Page's Companion, who had no Reliſh for this 
Vay of Life, being now poſſeſſed of a little Mo- 
ty, equipped himſelf once more for a Service, and 
| got 


> 


216 William Page, 
got himſelf placed with a Gentleman in E/ex, with 
whom he-lived till he died, which was in about 
five or ſix Months afterwards. 

Page, after this, often importuned him to go out 
again upon the N *. but to no Purpoſe; fo 5 
having now got a little Money, and pretty well re. 
cruited himſelf, and not willing to run any more of 
Riſques of that Kind, he poſitively refuſed to go. ca 
But Page would take no Denial, and ſwore hell de 
ſhould ; but the other till refuſing his Conſent Ml 44 
Page took out a Piſtol, cock'd it at his Head, and de 
ſwore he ſhould, or he would blow his Brains out or 
His Companion laid hold of the Piſtol, and ſaid, h : « 
ſhould not be his Maſter; and in plain Terms told +: 


him, he would not go out with him any more. Thig it, 
occaſioned a Quarrel, and they parted in great An tn 
ger. . Di 


Soon after, Page's Companion, by the Recom th: 
mendation of the Brother of his deceaſed Maſter | 
got to be Valet de Chambre to an Officer in the pat 


Army, by whom, as well as by the other Officer cor 

in the Regiment, he was well reſpeQed, and con Va 

- . tinved in this Service for about a Year and a Hal qu: 

In the mean time Page followed his o'd Cour he 

of robbing on the Highway daily, and almoſt with Ser 

out Intermiſſion. Amongſt the reſt he robbed wh 

Captain of the Guards in a Chaiſe on Heunſeu Rh 

| Heath, and made off full Speed. The Captain too his 
| out one of the Horſes of the Chaiſe, mounted i nio; 
| and purſued him through Hounſlow Town, cyl Wi 
| ing out all the Way, a Highwayman, but no Bog ting 
would ſtir after him, and Page having the Heels of dn 

him, got clear off, and came to London, and not 

next Night went to the Play, where he fat cloſ Anc 

by the Captain he had robbed the Day before, b kne 

who did not know him again. tabl 


About two Years and a half ago, Page beit 
out on the Kentiſh Road, near the 18 Mile Stone 
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in the Way to Tunbridge, met with the Lord A- 
in a Chariot and Six, attended by four Servants arm- 
ed with Piſtols before them, and one of them with 
a Carbine. Page attacked him who had the Car- 
bine firſt, took it from him, and made bim diſ- 
mount. Then preſenting the Carbine at the reſt 
of the Servants, threatened, that if any of them 
came within 30 Yards of him, he would ſhoot them 
dead, Then, with the Servant's Horſe in his 
Hand, he went up to the Side of the Chariot, and 
demanded his Lordſhip's Money, to the Amount 
of about Eleven or Twelve Guineas, together with 
a Gold Watch. Pageſeeing a little Box at the Bot- 
tom of the Chariot, obliged his Lordſhip to open 
it, expecting there was Money or Notes in it, but 
finding none, he rode off with the Horſe to ſome 
Diſtance, where he left it with the Carbine, v/hich 
the Servants came and fetched away. 

Mean while Page could hear nothing of his Com- 
panion, though he made all the Enquiry he poſſibly 
could ; till at laſt he was informed, that he was a 
Valet to an Officer in a Regiment which was then 
quartered at Lewes in Suſſex. Upon this Intelligence 
he went directly to him, perſuaded him to quit the 
Service, and laughed at him for being a Servant 
when he might be a Gentleman, But with all his 
Rhetorick he could not prevail upon him to leave 
his maſter. Some Time after indeed his Compa- 
nion did quit his Service, but it was to matry a 
Wife, whoſe Friends promiſed to aſſiſt him in get- 
ting into Buſineſs. He accordingly came to Lon- 
den with a View to take a Public-houſe, but Things 
not anſwering his ExpeCtation, he did not take it, 
And having more Time upon his Hands than he 
knew how to employ, he reſorted to à Billiard- 
table, where his evil Genius once more brought 
bim into the Company of his old Acquaintance 
Mr. Page, who then appeared in a very gay Dre's, 

Vor. II. L a Sword 
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a Sword by his Side, and his Pockets ful] of Mo. 
ney. Page, after Play was over, took him aſide 
into a Private Room, bantered him on the mean 
Figure he made in Compariſon with himſelf, ard 
obſerved to him the vaſt Diſparity there was be- 
twixt the Appearance of a Gentleman and that of 
a Poor Servant. But his Companion knew him 
too well, and the Hazards that were run upon theſe 
dangerous Adventures, to be allured by ſuch flaſhy m 
Reaſons, and therefore refuſed to go out with ba 
him. | th 
Page, ſeeing he could not prevail upon him, Wl © 
left him, took his Horſe, and went out upon the {Wl al! 
Tunbridge Road by himſelf, where, on a Sunday WM ba 
Morning, it was his Fortune to light on Mr. Ch. . 
ver and another Gentleman in a Poſt-chaiſe. Page MW vi 
having ſaluted them in the uſual Manner, Mr. Hu! 
Glover drew a Piſtol and fired at him, and then 
jumping out of the Chaiſe preſented another, and fe 
both ſtood on their Defence. Page ſeeing them In 
thus reſolutely bent, thought proper to ſheer off. a 
The next Day, being extremely reduced, he at- t. 
tacked a Gentleman's Servant, and robbed him of W mo 
about 1 J. 65. and then made the beſt of his Way MW Gu 
for London. The Servant appeared at Rochefter Al- bu 
ſizes, and a Bill was found for this very Robbery, Wl #-© 
His Companion, being then in low Circumſtan- '''y 
ces, having met with ſeveral Diſappointments, at WW '"s 
length ſubmitted to his Lure, and they ſet out to- | | 
gether upon the northern Road, where they met and lan 
attacked the Earl of F-—rs in a four wheel Poſt- 
Chaiſe, four Horſes, and two Poſtillions, robbed 
him of his Money, a Pair of Piſtols loaded, and a 
Portmanteau, which contained only wearing Ap- 
parel; for which he was tried at the laſt Hertfors 
Aſſizes; of which we ſhall give a more particula 


Account by and by, 


Soon 
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Soon afterwards, that is, in February, in the 
Year 1757, he went out alone, and robbed Capt, 
Farrivgton near Blackheath, of T wenty- ſeven Gui- 
neas and a gold Watch, The Watch being a very 
remarkable one, he got the Maker's Name and 
Number taken out, in order to diſguiſe it. He was 
inſtantly purſued by the Captain's Servants, and 
likewiſe by the Servants of the neighbouring Gentle- 
men, who followed him ſo cloſe, that in all Pro- 
bability he would have been taken, had not one of 
the Servants Horſes broke his Leg in the Eagerneſs 
of Purſuit. Page perceiving his Danger, made 
all the Speed he could to Richmond Ferry, which 
having croſſed, he came to Twickenvam, where he 
was in Safety. More Particulars will be mentioned 
when we come to ſpeak of his Trial at Roche/ter, 
where he was found guilty of this Robbery. 

In March, 1757, he and his Companion ſet out 
from London together to go on the Bath Road. 
In Bellfond Lane near B-llfond, they came up with 
a Gentleman in a Poſt-chaiſe, with his Servant 
hitting by him, robbed him of a Pair of Silver- 
mounted Piſtols loaded, a Gold-watch, and Eleven 
Guineas. After he had given them his Gold, he 
pulled out a Handful of Silver, to the Value of 
avout Twenty or Thirty Shillings, and volunta- 
rily offered it to them, which they refuſed, Jeclar- 
ing that they took nothing but Gold on the Road, 
They then ordered the Poſtillion to drive up a Bye- 
lane. They then required more Money of him; 
but he aſſured them he had no more, except the 
Silver he had before made them an Offer of. Then 
they demanded the Key of the Prunk that was faſ- 
tened to the Chaiſe. Upon which his Servant got 
out, and opened the Trunk, but there being no- 
thing in it except wearing Apparel, they wou'd not 
meddle with it. . then pulled out 
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his Silver again, and preſſed them to accept of Fixe 
Shillings to drink his Health at Night, which they 


took, The Gentleman then requeſted it as a Fa- 
vour, that they would let him have his Piſtols again, 


promiſing upon his Honour that he would never 


hurt either of them, or appear againſt them in a 
Court of Juſtice, and beſides would pay them the 
full Value of the Piſtols, if they would pleaſe to 
point out any Method by which it could be done 
with Safety to themſelves. But they told him, they 
could not rely on a Gentleman's Honour in ſuch 
Caſes, and therefore he mult never expect to (ee 
them again ; ſo bid him drive on ſoftly for a Mile, 
and then wiſhed him a good Journey. 

In April they ſet out again for the Bath Road, 
and near Maidenhead T hicket in Beriſbire, overtook 
a Gentleman in a four-wheel Poſt-Chaiſe, attacked 
and robbed him of about Twenty-five Guineas, 
a repeating Silver- Watch, and a Diamond Mourn- 
ing- ring. The Gentleman was very unwilling to 
part with the Ring, as he wore it in Remembrance 
of a dear deceaſed Friend, and begged they would 
not take it from him, ſince it was but a trifling Va- 
lue. Page's Accomplice likewiſe entreated that he 
might be permitted to keep it. But all to no Pur 
poſe, for have it he would, and had. They then 
left him, croſſed the Country, and returned to Lon- 
Gon, 

He uſually rode his own Horſe ; but Capt. Far- 
ringten's Affair had occaſioned ſuch an Out-cry in 
the Country, that he did not think it ſafe to ap- 
pear any longer upon it. Beſides, an Advertiſe- 
ment was publiſhed in the News-papers, giving a 
particular Deſcription of the Horſe; by which Mr. 


Fieling's People were enabled to find him out at 


a Stable in AZzorfiiids ; upon which the Horſe was 


advertiſed, and fold, and the Mo:ey given to the 
| Maſter 
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Maſſer of the Stables for the Charge of his Keep- 
ing. Upon theſe Conſiderations Page was under a 
Neceſſity of hiring Horſes when he went out upon 
the two laſt Robberics. 

Not long after this, he embarked on board a 
Ship in order to go to Scotland, but in their Paſlage 
meeting with a Storm, they loſt their Convoy, and 
were chaſed into Scarborough by a French Privateer. 
His Deſign in going to Scotland, was to apply to 
the Earl of Glencairn, to whom he was formerly a 
Servant, in Hopes his Lordſhip would procure him 
a Pair of Colours in ſome Regiment in North Am: - 
rica; for he had committed ſuch a Number of Rob- 
beries in England, and ſome of them upon Perſons 
of the firſt Diſtinction, that he was terribly ap- 
prehenſive he ſhould, one Day or other, be laid 
hold of, and his Life, which he had ſo often for- 
feited to the Laws of his Country, be made to pay 
for the numerous Villainies he had been guilty of. 
The Earl, however, gave him but a cold Recep- 
tion, and no Manner of Encouragement to ex- 
pect any Favour from his Hands. Upon which 
he went back to Edinburgh. Here he cut a gen- 
tee], or rather flaſhy Figure, kept the beſt Com- 
pany, went to the Billiard-tables, which, in that 
Country, none are permitted to frequent but 
Gentlemen ; and having ſtaid there abuut a Month, 
bought a Horſe, and came to London. 


But it ſhould have been remembered, that when 


he was at Scarborough, he went from thence by 
Land to Newca/tle, where he fold the Gentleman's 
Watch which he robbed him of in Bel/fond Lane, 
and two Diamond rings, but carried the Brace of 
dilyer- mounted Piſtols to Edinburgh, where he ſold 
them, and by his extravagant Living, ſoon ſpent 
the greateſt Part of his Money, which obliged him 
to return to London, 


L 3 Page, 


= ow * 
Zed — - 
- of — PL . 
— — — nn y 


— ww cc care 


AA us 
— 


— 
— 


— . 
= _ _— 
* _ $ 


3. 


rr 


r 


Rs — gd n Ha 


„ 


222 William Page, 


Page, on his Arrival there, ſent to his Compa- 
nion's Lodgings, defiring. he would come to bim. 
Being come, Page again importuned him to go 
out on the Adventure ; but he would not conſent. 
However, about a Fortnight afterwards, he found 
Means to prevail on him to go out with him upon 
the Tunbri/ge Road. They were upon the Prou! 
ſeveral Days before any Thing offered worth their 
Acceptance, At laſt they agreed to go through the 
Town of S:venoaks, Page firſt, and his Compa- 
nion after him ; becauſe, ſhould they be ſeen toge- 
ther, it might raiſe a Suſpicion, His Companion, 
(who had with great Difficulty been prevailed upon 
to accompany him in theſe dangerous Expeditions) 
being got a little Way paſt the T own, was not a 
little ſurprized to fee five Men, all armed with Pil. 
tols, and one with a Blunderbuſs, paſs by him 
full Speed; but preſently ſuſpecting they were in 
Purſuit of Page, he put his Horſe into a Gallop, 


in order to come up and aſſiſt him, and ſo put the 


Purſuers between two Fires ; but ſeeing one of them 
ſnap his Piſtol] at Page's Head, and Page at the 
ſame Time turning half round, and pointing one 
at him, and at the ſame Inſtant riding away as fa: 
as his Horſe's Legs could carry him, thought he 
had no Occaſion to run himſelf into ſuch immfnent 
Danger, without any Proſpect of doing his Friend 
any Service, and therefore had better provide for 
his own Safety while it was in his Power, Upon 
which he ſlackened his Pace, and obſerving great 
Numbers of People behind him coming up, and 2 
he was then upon the Turn of the Lane, and 
could ſee what was done both before and behind 
him, without being ſeen himſelf, he thought it his 
beſt Way to diſarm himſelf, rather than be forcibly 


diſarmed by others, as he imagined he ſhould pre- 


ſently be. Accordingly he took out his Piſtols 
Powder 
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Powder-horn and Ball, the Crape in his Hat, and 
every Thing elſe which he thought might be a 
Proof of his Profeſſion, and threw them all into 
the Hedge. 

The firſt five Men being got to the Top of the 
Line, and perceiving Page was too well mounted 
to be overtaken, turned back on his Companion 
and ſtopt him, on Suſpicion that he was his Ac- 
complice, and took him to the J/nite- Hart, a Pub- 
lic-houſe on the Road- ſide, and there ſearched him, 
but finding nothing on him tending to make a Diſ- 
covery, and he proteſting that he knew nothing of 
the Perſon whom they had purfued, and was fo 
tar from being his Accomplice, that he never ſaw 
him in his Life before, and therefore begged they 
would diſmiſs him, for he was going upon Buſineſs 
of great Importance to Tunbridge. 

But all his Proteſtations and Entreaties were of 
no Avail to clear him of the Suſpicion which they 
had of his being fome Way or other concerned 
with the Perſon who had juſt eſcaped their Purſuit 
and therefore inſiſted on his going before Juſtice 
Curtis at Sevenoakes, Accordingly being brought 
before him, he firſt ordered him to be ſearched, 
but no Arms were found upon him; but on exa- 
mining his Waillcoat pocket, they took out the 
Cap of the Repeating Watch, which he and Page 
had taken from the Gentleman whom they robbed 
at Maidenhead Thicket, as before related, and to 
diſguiſe it, had taken off the Cap, on which was 
engraved the Maker's Name and Number, that it 
might not be known again. Being aſked, how he 
came by it, ſaid, he picked it up on the Road, 
They likewiſe took from him a Wig, ſome Curls, 
and the Keys of his Trunk and Box, which were - 
at home in his own Lodging. 

This Examination laſted eight or nine Hours, at 
different Times, that Day. Three Times the Juſ- 
L 4 tice 


* — LOG mt IL 0 : 


E retina oo 


— 
2 — 


—— 
— 


Pc Mw A * 
Wea Bea 
F * 1 


| 
| 


224 William Page, 


tice ordered the Room to be cleared, that he might 
give the Priſoner an Opportunity of opening hin. 
ſelf with more Freedom, the Juſtice treating him 
with all the Candour and Gentleneſs imaginable, 
preſing him to make a Diſcovery, and aſſuring 
him, that if he did ſo, he ſhould be admitted an 
Evidence; but he obſtinately petſiſted in denying, 
that he knew any Thing of the Perſon with whom 
they ſuppoſed he was a Confederate. 

The Juſtice then ordered him to be taken to an 
Inn in the Town, and confined all Night in a 
Room, and two Men ſet over him as a Guatd, 
The next Morning it was currently reported, that 
the Highwayman, who had been purſued the Day 
before, was certainly taken, But though this was 
poſlible, yet the Priſoner, who knew the Goodneſs 
of Page's Hcrſe, did not give much Credit to it. 

He was then again carried before the Juſtice for 
a farther Examination. The Juſtice again uſed 
him with all imaginable Candour and good Nature, 
again preſſed him to make an ingenuous Confeſſion, 
and made him the ſame Offer he had done the 
preceding Day, of admitting him an Evidence. 

The Priſoner's Reſolution, which he had hither- 
to ſupported with great Firmneſs, began now to 
ſhake. He was conſcious to himſelf, that upon 
ſearching his Box, the Seal would be found, which 
belonged to the Watch, the Cap of which had been 
taken out of his Pocket. He likewiſe conſidered 
that the Watch, with the Deſcription of its Ap- 
purtenances, had been advertiſed, and therefore 
might poſſibly prove too ſtrong an Evidence for him 
to nullify. After maturely weighing theſe Conſi- 
derations in the Balance of right Reaſon, and con- 
ſidering that by an obſtinate Perſeverance in the 
Denial of the Truth, he ſhould only increaſe the 
Burden of his own Guilt, and by endeavouring to 


- ſcreen his Partner from the Puniſhment bis Crimes 


had 
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had deſerved, he ſhould endanger his own Life, 
he prudently concluded to accept the Offer the Juſ- 
tice had made him, and by a free Confeſſion, en- 
title himſelf to that Safety which had been pro- 
miſed him upon that Condition. 

He then acknowledged that he knew the Perſon, 
whoſe Accomplice they but too juſtly ſuſpected him 
to be; that his Name was William Page, and that 
they had been concerned together in three Robbe- 
ries. This he mentioned only in general, not 
chuſing to be more particular at that Time. Up- 
on which he was committed to /7aia/tone Gaol, 
where he lay for a Fortnight and upwards, without 
any other Subſiſtence than the Gaol Allowance, 
having no Money, nor any Friend to afford him. 
the leaſt Relief. 

An Account of this Affair being tranſmitted to 
Juſtice Fielding, he ſent down his Clerk to Haid- 
ene, to get Information from the Priſoner where 
Page was to be found; who gave him the beſt Di- 
tections he could, and that the moſt likely Place 
to find him at, was, the Golden-Lion at Grofuenor- 
Suare Gate, where he uſually put up his Horſe. 

Upon this Intelligence, Mr. Fielding ſent Mr. 
Barnes, late High Conſtable of J/e/tmin/ter, and: 
another Perfon, to apprehend him. On their com-- 
ing to the Houſe, they ſaw Page going to the Stable. 
Mr. Barnes came up to him, and laying hold of 
the Cuff-ſleeves of his Coat, held his Arms faſt, to 
prevent his reaching his Pocket to get his Piſtols, 
while the other Perſon ſecured him behind. Hau- 
ing made him faſt, they took out of his Pockets 
three loaded Piſtols, a Brace of them were thoſe 
which he robbed the Earl of on the Northern Road,, 
s before-mentioned ; likewiſe a Wig, a Cockade,. 
a Powder-horn, and Bullets, and a Book of the- 


Croſs roads, of his own writing, 
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It deſerves Notice, that when Page was in 
Town, and frequented Places of public Reſort, 
he wore his own long Hair; but when he went 
out upon an Expedition, he tucked it up under hi 
Wig, and could Jet it fall at any Time, when it 
was neceſſary to alter his Appearance. 

Having thus effectually ſecured him, they put 
him in a Coach, and brought him to Juſtice Fieli. 
ing's Houſe, who, after an Examination, commit. 
ted him to Newgate. Some few Days after, he 
was re-examined, when the Juſtice ordered hi 
Wig to be put on him, and deſired him to ſtrip; 
which at firſt he was very loth to do, but conſi- 
dering that Reſiſtance would be to no Purpoſe, be 
at length ſubmitted ; when the Scar of the Wound 
which he had received from the Shot of Lotd 
Deowne's Piſtol, plainly appeared; as likewiſe a Scar 
on his Arm, from his Elbow to his Shoulder, which 
a Bullet had grazed, diſcharged by a Gentleman 
whom he attempted to rob about two Years and a 
half ago, about three Miles beyond Tyburh. Be— 
ing aſked by the Juſtice how he came by tho 
Wounds ; he made an evaſive Anſwer, intimating, 
that he was not obliged to confeſs any Thing 
which might tend to his own Hurt, Upon which 
he was ordered back to Newgate, 

Mean while, his Accomplice was ſent for up to 
London, in order to confront Page at his next Exa- 
mination, 

Page being again brought before the Juſtice, hi 
Accomplice, who was now turned Evidence, {wore 
poſitively to his Perſon, and to ſeveral Facts in 
which they had been jointly concerned, and mace 
ſuch a ful] Diſcovery of great Numbers of Robbe- 
ries, which to his certain Knowledge he had pet- 
petrated, that there was no Doubt remaining 0 
his being a moſt notorious Highwayman. 


Anothet 
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Another Proof of his Guilt, was, the Piſtols 
which he had robbed the Earl of, on the Northern 
Road, and which his Lordſhip had ſworn to a Day 
or two before, were produced, which ſtrongly cor- 
roborated his Accomplice's Evidence. 

But notwithſtanding theſe Facts were brought ſo 
home to him, as clearly to prove bim guilty in the 
Opinion of the Juſtice and Gentlemen preſent, 
yet he ſtill perſiſted in alledging his Innocence; 
ray, ſuch was his Inſolence, that with a Sort of 
menacing Air, and his Arm ſtretched out, he even 
defied the Juſtice to do his worſt, or to produce 
any Witneſs of Reputation to prove the Crimes 
of which he was accuſed, He was therefore ſent 
back to N-2wgate, there to wait for his I rial at the 
next Seſſions at the C- Bailey. 

A few Days before the Seſſions came on, as he 
and ſome of his own Claſs were playing at Cards 
in Newgate, a Quarrel aroſe about the Game; from 
Words they proceeded to Blows, and in the Fray 
Page was fo terribly bruiſed, that both his Eyes 
were black when he was arraigned at the Bar on 
bis Trial at the O/d-Barby, 


William Page, otherwiſe Villiams, otherwiſe 
Gage, was indicted for that he, on the King's 
Highway, on John Webb, Eſq; did make an Af- 
ſault, putting him in corporaly Fear and Danger 
Wot his Life, and ſtealing two Piſtols, Value 10 5. 
one Gold Watch, Value 61. one Silk Purſe, Va- 
lue 2 4. and Nine Guineas, the Goods and Mone 
of the ſaid John, and againſt his Wilf, March 26. 

John Webb. About the 34 or 4th Sunday in the 
Month of March laſt, at or near One o'Clock in 
the Day, being in my Chaiſe with Fohn Gunery, a 
Foreigner, my Servant, in Belfound lane, I heard a 
Voice behind me ; preſently I ſaw a Man, on a 
dark coloured Horſe, with a Piſtol in his Hand, 
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and a Crape over his Face, which hung down to 
his Breaſt. The Boy driving very faſt, the Man 
galloped by the Side of the Chaiſe twenty Yards, 
and when he came againſt the Poſtilion he ſtopped 
him. I was fitting on the Off-fide. Then I fay 
a blue great Coat Sleeve, with a Hand and Piſtol in 
it, on that Side on which I ſat. I found that May 
alſo was craped, as the other was. He was on a 
grey Horſe. I immediately let down the. Glaſs of 
the Chaiſe, knowing very well what the preſenting 
of a Piſtol meant. I gave him my Money in a 
Purſe, about ten or eleven Guineas, and my 
Watch, which was a gold one. Preſently the Man 
that ſtopt us came to the Chaiſe Side. Then the 
Poſt- boy was ordered to drive up a Lane on the 
Right-hand Side, going to Steines. The Lane is 
about three Quarters of a Mile long. After we 
were near Half way up it, they ordered the Chaiſe 
to ſtop, then they took away my two Piſtols, and 
ſaid they were ſure I had a great Deal more Money 
with me; and began to parley with me, He on 
the grey Horſe diſmounted. I ſaid, In the Condi- 
tion I was, it would be ridiculous in me to oppoſe 
them, and that I had no more than was ſufficient 


for my travelling Expences. I had a Trunk with 


my Cloaths behind the Chaiſe, and one of them 
ordered my Servant to give bim the Key of it. He 
opened it, and faid to them, Here is nothing but 
my Maſter's wearing Apparel. They examined 
it, and found it ſo. They aſked me where I had 
taken the Chaiſe : I ſaid it was Mr. Day's, at the 
Poſt-Office. They aſked me my name; I told 
them. Then they aſked me if I was Brother to a 
Member of Parliament of that Name ; I ſaid No. 


I having Notes about me, and fearing they ſhould 


ſearch me, I pulled out about twenty or thirty 
Shillings in Silver, and ſaid, I have got ſome Silvet, 
if you'll have it. The Man on the grey Horſe * 
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he corned to take any Silver. Then I deſired him 
to take a Crown for a Bowl of Punch, ſo he 
took it. After that they deſired me to ſtop a little 
while, or not to drive too faſt. I ſhould know my 
Piſtols again could I ſee them. They were made 
by Freeman, his Name 1s on them, mounted with 
Silver Screw-barrels, but I never ſaw them ſince, 
They were with me twelve Minutes, or a Quarter 
of an Hour. I can ſay nothing to the Priſoner, 
having no Idea of the Men at all, nor even their 
Sizes, I never ſaw the Watch ſince. 

John Gunery. IJ am Servant to Mr. Webb. We 
were travelling laſt March to Staines, Two Men 
came up, one on a dark Horſe, the other on a 
erey one : One ſtopped the Poſtilion, and the other 
came up to the Chaiſe : They had Crapes before 
their Faces, ſo I could not diſtinguiſh their Faces. 
One of them had a blue great Coat, the other a 
light great Coat. They took my Maſter's Watch 
and Purſe, and ordered the Poſtillion to drive up a 
bye Lane, Then one of them aſked me for m 
Piſtols. I told him they were in the Chaiſe. He 
took them. One of them ſaid my Maſter had 
more Money, but my Maſter ſaid he had no more, 
I aid, Gentlemen, I am but a Servant, I have no 
Money. One of them aſked me for the Key of 
the Trunk that was behind the Chaiſe, and bid me 
open it, which I did, and ſaid there was nothing 
but my Maſter's Cloaths. They looked in, but 
took nothing. My Maſter pulled ſome Silver out, 


and ſaid, Gentlemen, here it is, if you'll take ſome 


Silver. One of them ſaid he ſcorned to take Sil- 
ver, My Maſter perſuaded him to take a Crown 
for a Bowl of Punch. After they had afked my 
Maſter's Name they went away, and ordered the 
Poſtillion to drive ſoftly. I don't know which Way 
they went when they got into the Road, I could 
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not diſtinguiſh their Faces. I know one was taller 
than the other. 

William Dartoell. I have known the Priſoner 
near twenty Years. He was born at Hamptin. I 
lived there upwards of three Years, In March 
laſt, about the latter End, I and the Priſoner at 
the Bar ſet out from London, in order to commit 
Robberies. His Horſe had been ſtopt before, and 
I being quite an unſuſpected Perſon, as he was 
afraid to walk the Streets on another Affair, I hired 
Horſes for us. both. This we had agreed upon, 
T brought the firſt Horſe to him between Seven and 
Eight o'Clock to a Public-houſe at Marybone. He 
went there to wait for me, and he carried the Arms, 
three Brace of Piſtols. I ſaw him look out at the 
Window. I went ſoftly on, he came out, and 
took the Horſe, which was a blackiſh one. Then 
I came to Mr. Leader's, at the Bottom of Ned. lion 
Street, Helbourn. There I took a grey Horſe for 
myſelf. I believe I got to the fartheſt Sign-of the 
Hats in Oxf7rd-Road between Ten and Eleven 
o'Clock, the Priſoner was to ſtay for me there. | 
ſaw him, and he faw me, I called for ſome Li- 
quor at the Door, and after that rode on. He ſoon 
followed me, and took me into Haun ſlotu-Noad. 
Then we agreed one ſhould go to one Inn, and the 
other to another. Theſe were little Inns before we 
come to Hoeunſetu. I went to that neareſt Floun- 
flow. We were to wait till we found ſomething 
worthy to attack, When he ſaw ſuch, he was to 
come out, and I to mount and follow him. 1 
fat forward, fo that I could not miſs ſeeing him 
as he came along. Preſently came a Poſt-Chaiſe, 
and ſoon after I ſaw him coming along. He paſſed 
me about ten Minutes after the Chaiſe did. Then! 
got my Horſe ready, and rode after him. We follow- 
ed the Chaiſe over Houn/low- Heath. It was I believe 
between T welve and One * when we ſet 

out 
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out from thoſe Inns. I join'd him on the Heath, 
and followed the Chaiſe into Belfound Lane. Then 
he rode up, and ordered the Poſtillion to ſtop. The 
Gentleman in it pulled out a ſmall Gold Watch, 
and gave it to him, I rode up to the Chaiſe, and de- 
manded the Gentleman's Money. He gave it me in 
a green Purſe, about ten or eleven Guineas, I am 
ſure it was one of them. Then the Priſoner order- 
ed the Poſtillion to drive up a Lane on the Right- 
hand, where we ordered the Gentleman to deliver 
the Key of his Trunk that was behind the Chaiſe. 
There was another Perſon in the Chaiſe, which I 
found to be his Servant; they got out of the Chaiſe, 
and looſed the Trunk from behind, but did not 
take it down, They unlocked it, the Priſoner diſ- 
mounted to look into it; and they aſſured us there 
was nothing but wearing Apparel. The Priſoner 
aſked if it was Day's Chaiſe at Houn/low ; they ſaid 
it was, Then he ſaid to the Poſtillion, You are 
the ſaucieſt Fellow that travels this Road. The 
Gentleman offered us ſome Silver, but that the Pri- 
loner refuſed, The Gentleman forced a Crown 
upon him for a Bowl of Punch for us to drink at 
Night, The Proſecutor is the Gentleman, 

2. Look about for the other? 

Daruwell. This is the other (pointing to the Ser- 
vant.) The Gentleman defired he might have his 
Watch and Piſtols again, he ſaid the Watch coſt 
him ten Guineas, and be would pay us the Value 
of it, as we ſhould order. We left him, and went 
over Walton-Bridge; we ſtopped at a little Houſe 
about an Hour, and drank. Then we went to the 
King's Head at Martin, and there ſtaid all Night, 
and lay together in one Bed. We got in there af- 
ter Dark, Next Morning I met with Henry Har- 
ty, a diſcharged Dragoon there. I was Servant 
to the Major of the ſame Troop; we were all 
three in Company there, and J had a good Deal of 
Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe with him. I remember there was a very 


fat Man, a Blackſmith, there at the Time. This - 
was about Ten the next Morning. We ſtaid there - 
ſo long, in order to wait for Carriages out of Town, ' 9 
ſo to go upon the Croydon Road, We went away hp 
about Eleven o' Clock, to a Public-Houſe, a little Ein 
on this Side Croydon, The Priſoner allowed me P 7 
three Guineas, or three Guineas and a Half, for Mar 
my Share of the Watch and Piſtols, and he took en 
them with him, when he embarked on board a II 


Ship for Scotland, about five or ſix Weeks after, 20 
We ſhared the Money that we took in the Purſe. 
Nd After the Priſoner returned, be and I fet out in July rn. 


laſt, in order to commit ſome Robberies on the WT, 
; \ Tunbridge Road, and I was taken a little beyond ed. 
q Sevenoaks in Kent, on the Road, by ſeveral Peo- 08 


ple, and the next Day I told Mr. Curtis ſome few 
Circumſtances of it. 


William Philips. I live at the Globe in Pall- Mall. Mr 
I knew Darwe!ll! and the Priſoner from Children, at 


Hampton Town, who were acquainted like Bro- The 

thers; but I don't know that I have ſeen them to- Hor 
gether theſe ten Years. Wit 
| Henry Harvey. I was once a Dragoon, and am and 
acquainted with Darell. I ſaw him at the King's Go 
: Head at Martin, ſome "Time in March 1757, on brot 
a Forenoon, where was a Man with him; but Ky 
. whether the Priſoner is the Perſon I don't know. * 
5 They had both Whips in their Hands, but I did * 
4 not ice them go away, ſo can ſay nothing of the 
4 Horſcs. [ 
F William Bailey. I keep the King's Head at Mar- og 
; tin, I know Henry Harvey, and know he was in hag 
5 Company with two Men, about the latter End of fan 
i March, on a Forenoon. The two Men lay at my Sch 
'Y Houſe the Night before, and, I believe, both in os 
* one Bed; but I cannot ſay I recollect the Men; * 


I can ſay nothing of the Priſoner. I was at ay Acc 
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when they came in on Horſeback ; it was after 
Dark. I did not ſee their Horſes, nor fee them 
g0 away. 

9, Do you remember a very fat Man being at 
jour Houſe, at the Time the two Men were there 
with Harvey. 

Bailey, There was a Blackſmith, a very fat 
Man, at our Town at that Time, but I don't te- 
member his being there then. 

William Marſden. Darwell was in Maidſtone 
Gaol, I was with Mr. Fielding at Chelmsford, at 
the laſt Aſſizes. While we were attending the 
Trial of a Man for robbing the Mail, there came 
Letter giving an Account of a Robbery commit- 
ted, After that I heard Darwel! was in Maidſtone 
Gaol, where I went to ſee him, and take his Infor- 
mation, concerning what Houſes Page uſed on 
the Road; who gave me an Account of many. 
Mr. Barnes took Page about a Fortnight after this 
at the Golden Lion, by Groſvenor-Square Gate. 
There were three Piſtols loaded about hm, two 
Horſe Piſtols and a Pocket one. We found alſo a 
Wiz, a Cockade, a Powder-Horn full of Powder, 
and about Half a Dozen Balls. (Note Page wore his 
on Hair.) We took a Book from him after we 
brought him to Mr. Fielding, in which is an Ac- 
count of all the Bye-roads. He ſaid very little be- 
E. Juſtice Fielding. (The Piflols produced in 
gurt.) 

Priſoner's Defence, 

In regard to the Charge that-Darwe?/l has given 
gainſt me, I really know nothing of it. I never 
had any Connection with him in any ſuch Circum- 
ances, I own I knew him when I was a Boy at 
School, and had ſome Correſpondence with bim 
ſome Years ago; but ſince that I know nothing of 
bim, and why he ſhould place this Matter to my 
Account, I do not know. He has had Acceſs ta 
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my Lodgings, and has had a long Connection wit 
Mr. Fielding from his own Teſtimony. He is ever 
hing that is bad and infamous, in declaring hin 
ſelf a Highwayman. He would have given Tt; 
mony againſt any Perſon that he ſhould happen 
fix upon, to ſave his own Life. He glories in hi 
Wickedneſs. I am much confuſed at this Time 
and cannot ſpeak fo freely as I would. Under thei 
Circumſtances, I ſubmit it to the Gentlemen 
conlider of it, 

Acquitted ; but ordered to be detained for oth 
Felonies. 

Upon one of thoſe Detainers on which the Court 
ordered him {till to be confined in Newgat, he 
was ſoon afterwards carried down to He: tford, u 
take his Trial there for a Robbery committed | 
that County. 

Being called to the Bar, he was arraigned ar 


indicted for ſtopping Earl F—rs on the Road, a | 
robbing him of two loaded Piſtols and Money. dire 
The Piſtols being produced in Court, his Lordthe 


ſhip ſwore that thoſe were the Piſtols he had bee |! 
robbed of on the Day laid in the Indictment; built» 
could not ſwear to the Perſons who had robbe cou 
him, they being then diſguiſed with Crapes over ic 
their Faces. | 

His Lordſhip's Steward, who was then in Mek 
Chaiſe, depoſed that his Lordſhip was robbed ihe 
the Time above ſpecified, by two Perſons with / 
Crapes over their Faces; and likewiſe gave an Aer 
count of the Manner in which the Robbery WH! 


committed. | Ty 
His Accomplice likewiſe depoſed, that Page aui fon 
himſelf committed that Robbery. Nav 


The Landlord of the Inn, at whoſe Hou Ro 
about two or three Nights before, they had lang} 
depoſed, that they lay at his Houſe, but could lb 
nothing more, 


Tut 
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Two Perſons from Sevenoaks, in Kent, likewiſe 
appeared in Court, and produced a Piſtol which 
Pars Accomplice had thrown away, when he ap- 
prehended he ſhould be taken on a Suſpicion that 
he was concerned with the Perſon who had made 
his Eſcape; which Piſtol tallied exactly with one 
of thoſe which was taken from Page, when he was 
zyprehended at Greſvenor-Sguare Gate. 

One of the Perions who took Page, produced 
and (wore to the other odd Piſtol, which was the 
Fellow to that which his Accomplice had thrown 
awzy, as depoſed by the two laſt Witneſſes above. 

The Landlord of the Inn at K-!t's-End, being 
callcd, depoſed that Page and his Companion dined 
at his Houſe on the Sunday before the faid Robbery 
was committed; as did alſo the Hoſtler of the ſame 
Inn, and two Gentlemen who dined with them at 
the ſame Ordinary. 

But n ne of theſe Witneſſes coming up to a 
direct Proof of the Fact, except his Accomplice, 
the Jury found him Not Cuil y. 

But though Fortune had hitherto been very kind 
to him, even beyond his Expectations, yet ſhe 
could not forbear giving him a Proof of her uſual 
Fickleneſs at laſt, as we ſhall ſee preſently. 

From Hertford he was conveyed to Rocheſter, to 
take his Trial at the enſuing Aſſizes to be held 
here for the: County of Ken!, in March laſt. 

William Page was there arrai2ned and indicted 
lor robbing Captain Farrington (ſince dead) on the 
Highway, and taking from him a Gold Watch and 


Twenty-ſeven Guineas in Money, near Blackheath, 


ſome Time in February in the Year 1757. We 
have before given an Account of the Manner of this 
Roubery, and therefore ſhall not repeat it here. 
The chief Evidence againſt him was a Woman, 
Who was a Relation to a Pawnbroker in Londen, 
Who depoſed, that the Watch produced in Court 
Was 
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He 
was that which Page brought and pledged with i oug 
for a Sum of Money, which ſhe lent him upon ir Whoul: 
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She likewiſe ſwore to the Identity of his Perſon, al. 
ſo to his Dreſs, and that he then had a Sword b 
his Side. 

One of the Men who took him in London, like. 
wife {wore to his Perſon. 

The Fact being plainly proved againſt him, the 
Jury, without any Difficulty, brought him in 
Guilty, 

For this Robbery Mr. Douglas was taken uy, 
proſecuted, and tried at the next Aſſizes in March, 
which was held for that County in 1757. The 
Proſecutor was one Hawiſfly, who was Captain 
Farringion's Poſtillion at the Time he was robbed, 
who carried on the Proſecution with all the Viru- 
lence and Bitterneſs imaginable z and it was very 
happy for Mr. Douglas, who was really innocent, 
that he had ſufficient Proof of his being in another 
Place at that Time, as hath been before intimated, 
There was another Bill found by the Grand Jui 
againſt Page, at the Aſſizes at Rocheſter ; for rob- 
bing a Gentleman's Servant of 1 J. 65. as before 
related ; but, being already capitally convicted on 
that above-mentioned, he was not tried upon this, 

At the ſame Time, John Birt, a Soldier, was 
tried for breaking open the Houſe of Milliam Bacon, 
in Recheſter, The Fact being evidently proved, he 
likewiſe received Sentence of Death, together with 
Page, and was executed along with him, 

After Sentence was paſt, they were conveyed 
back to Priſon. Page began now ſeriouſly to con- 
fider his preſent unhappy Situation. He preſent'y 
judged that his Race was almoſt run; and was ealt- 
ly convinced that his Crimes were too numerous 
and notorious to expect any Relaxation of his Sen- 
tence. He 
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He was well aſſured in his own Mind, that, 
tough he had been cleared at Roche/ter, yet that he 
ſhould have been turned over from one County to 
other, and never have reſted till his Doom had 
een fixed; and he well knew, that his Enemies 
ere not only numerous but implacable, and would 
e glad to lay hold of the firſt Opportunity to ſhew 
heir Indignation againſt him. As therefore his 
aſe was abſolutely deſperate, without the leaſt 
impſe of Hope for his Comfort, he very ſedately 
plied himſelf to prepare for his latter End. He 
onferred frequently with the Miniſter who came 
b viſit him, and received his pious Admonitions 
th that ſerious Attention, as ſhewed a true Senſe 
f his preſent unhappy Condition. It is not for us 
p judge of his Sincerity z however, Charity ſhould 
truct us to think favourably of this laſt Action of 
's Life ; eſpecially as he was deſirous to receive, 
nd did actually receive the Holy Sacrament the 
ay before his Execution, at the Hands of the Mi- 
ter who attended him, as a Seal and Confirma- 
on of his full Perſuaſion and Belief of the Chriſtian 
clizion, and his entire Reliance thereon for his 
ture Happineſs, 

But perhaps it will be objected, that, had he 
en a ſincere Penitent, he would have made a free 
nd open Confeſſion of his Crimes, and thereby 
ve made ſome Satisfaction, at leaſt all in his 
ower, to thoſe he had injured. 

To this it may be anſwered, That though Con- 
Mon is generally deemed, and perhaps ts an in- 
penſable Condition of Forgiveneſs, yet he might 
ink, as many other good Chriſtians do, that his 
onfeſſion to Man was of no Avail, and that if he 
ade it to God alone it was ſufficient, who alone 
n pardon, I fay theſe might be his Sentiments, 
nd who can affirm they were not?) and if they 
re, it is a very uncharitable Suppoſition, * * 

| | ie 
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He made his laſt Exit on the fatal Tree with. 
reat Reſolution and Firmneſs; no Dejection or 
error appeared in his Countenance ; and his Be- 
wiour was decent, and becoming the Solemnity 
f the Occaſion, 

As to the particular Circumſtances that attended 
is Execution, we have them related in the fol- 
wing humourous Paragraph in one of the News- 
jJaperss 

. the Gentleman Highwayman, who was 
xecuted laſt Thurſday on Pennenden- Heath, was 
z Years of Age the Tu:ſday before nis Execution. 
e was formerly upon Trial with a Printer of Emi- 
ence in this City; but being a ſmart Fellow, and 
fan aſpiring Genius, he looked upon that Em- 
loyment as too mean for one of his Spirit; and 
as ſo infatuated with the Notioh of his being a 
entleman, that he carried his Quixotiſm of Gen- 
lity to the Gallows. Having fee'd the Execu- 
oner to grant him all the Marks of Honour the 
allows can afford, he therefore was indulged with 
ving a Signal, which was, the dropping of a 
ambrick Handkerchief ; and has eſtabliſhed a Pre- 
dent for treating Gentlemen with Decency ; for 
ſtead of being cut down as your common Horſe 
d Sheep-ſtealers are, Fack was at as much Pains 
looſing the Knot that deprived the World of this 
eat Man, as if he had been his own Brother.— 
ow he filled the intermediate Space of Time, the 
ader has already ſeen, and let it ſuffice Poſterity 
know, that his firſt Breath was drawn at Hamp- 
u, and his laſt at Maidſtone. 

As Page had always acted with great Bravery and 
eneroſity, conſidering him as a Highwayman, 
d always avoided, as much as poſſible, the Spill- 
g of Blood; a ſtrong Report prevailed in London, 
at at the Interceſſion of ſome Nobleman, a Re- 
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ſpite had been ſent down to ſtop his Execution fo 
ten Days. Nay, ſo ſtrongly had this Notion poſ 
ſeſſede the Minds of the People, that no Credit w; 
given to ihoſe who affirmed they actually ſaw hi, 
hanged ; and great Odds were laid, that. he neiths 
was, nor ever would, be executed for the Cring 
he was condemned at Roche/ter ; and it was two g 
three Days before People were convinced of theit 
Error, 

He was actually executed on Thur/day the -. 
of April, at Pennenden- Heath, about 25 Minute 
after One o'Clock, and behaved in the Mannet 
above related. 


—— — . 


Dr. Florence Henſey, fer High- Treaſon, 
1758. 


EFTrenee Henſey was born in the County of N. 
dare, in Ireland, from whence he came ver; 
young to England, and ſoon after went over tt 
Holland, where he was educated in the Univerky 
of Leyden. His natural Parts were rather phle 
matic than ſprightly, ſo that he made greater Ad 
vances in Phyſic, and the laborious Sciences 
than in polite Literature. He afterwards travelle 
in Switzerland, and continued ſome Time at Bin 
from whence he went to Italy. By Sea he can 
from Genoa to Liſbon, and traverſed Spain in hi 
Way to France. By theſe Travels he gained 
competent Knowledge of Italian and Spaniſh ; ani 
his Reſidence for ſome Years at Paris, enabled hin 
to ſpeak and write with great Fluency the Fred 
Tongue. 

During his Travels abroad, he ſupported him 
ſelf in Quality of Phyſician, and came over t 
Englank 
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England, in Hopes of ſettling here in that Charac- 
ter; but either he had not Intereſt or Merit to re- 
commend him; for it is not ſ.id he had any Pa- 
tients of conſequence, though ſome of his Preſetip- 
tions were the Means of his Detection. | 
Having continued a literary Correſpondence ſince 
be left the Univerſity, with a Fellow-ſtudent who 
reſided at Paris, and had lately got into the Secre- 
tary of State's Office for Foreign Affairs; he wrote 
soo him a more than uſual complimentary Letter, 
informing him, in general Terms, * He ſhould be 
glad of an Opportunity of doing him any Service 
© that lay in his Power, and executing any Com- 
* miſſions he might have in London; which general 
Invitstion his eee ſhrewdly conſtrued 
into a Deſire of commencing a criminal Correſ- 
pondence ; but as he did not chuſe to hazaid any 
Communications, till ſuch Time as he ſhould be 
convinced of the Doctor's real Intentions; he 
wrote Word back to him, That he was infinite- 
iy obliged to him for the Service he offered, and 
en that if he underſtood him rightly, their Corre- 
WM {pondence might be rendered more advantageous 
i to both, by changing their Topics from Literary 
eg to Political.“ The Doctor wrote back, + He 
was glad to find fo diſcerning a Man in his Fel- 
ces low-ſtudent, and if he could obtain for him a Re- 
le compence ſuitable to the Trouble, he would en- 
deavour to make his Intelligence of the utmoſt 
am Importance.“ By the next Poſt he received an 
by Anſwer, containing Inſtructions, Directions, and 
an Appaintment of 500 Livres, (about 25 J. Sterling) 
a Quarter. The Inſtructions were, to ſend Liſts 
of all our Men of War, in and out of Commiſſion ; 
their Condition, Situation, Number of Men on 
board each; when they ſailed, under what Com- 
manders, from what Ports, and their Deſtinations ; 
ccounts of the adtual Number of our Troops, 
Vo. II. pan wp what 
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gate them to make a Diſcovery of any Hints be 


Gentlemen that reſort there. He often puſhed 
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what Regiments were complete, and which, where 
recruiting, where they were quartered or gartiſoned. 
The earlieſt Account of any Enterprize againſt 
France, Plans of fortified Places in England, Ame. 
rica, &. The Directions were of thoſe Perſons 
to whom he was to direct the outſide Cover, ſome 
at Cologn, ſome at the Hague, and ſome at Bern in 
Switzerland; and they were to forward his Letten 
from theſe reſpective Places to Paris. 

Though the Doctor was far from being ſatisfied 
with this Stipend, yet he thought proper to accept 
of it, in Hopes, by his Merit, to obtain a greater 
Salary, With this View he endeavoured to inſi- 
nuate himſelf into the good Graces of ſome of the 
Clerks in our Offices, in Hopes, by their Means, 
to gain Intellizence of what was tranſaCting in the 
naval and military Departments. But not finding 
in them any ſuch treacherous Diſpoſition as ani- 
mated him, he, after ſome fruitleſs Efforts, gave 
over the Attempt, fearing their Zeal might inſti- 


might give of his Deſign. So that we do not 
find he had any Connections with the Clerks in our 
Offices, as ſome People ſuppoſed. 

But we find, that being fruſtrated in this De- 
ſign, he uſed to frequent all the political Coffees Be 
houſes about Town. He frequently paſſed Hours 
in Silence at Tom's in Devereux-Court ; the Large- Ne 


neſs of his Peruke, and the Sanction of Doctor det 
rendering him unſuſpected among the phyſical he 


himſelf into the Back-room at Old Slaughter's, and N 
pick'd up as much Prejudice and ill. natured Re- is 
marks upon the Situation and Conduct of our Af. “ 
fairs, as repleniſhed a Sheet next Poſt, He plied 
at the Mount, under Pretence of reading the Hagu 
Gazette, though he had got it by Heart before at 


tac Change. A conſtant Cuſtomer at the . 
James 
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ames's or the Smyrna of a Council day; and never 
failed being at the Cocoa-Tree, after the Houſe was 
broke up. By this Means he got acquainted with 
many Particulars, that remained perfect Secrets to 
us a long while. It was confidently aſſerted, that 
it was reſolved in Council, ſo late as the 24th of 
Jah, to attack Rochfort, and that his Letter of the 
29th of the ſame Month, particularly mentioned 
this Reſolution, and that General Mordaunt and 
_ Hawk were at that Time unacquainted 
with it. 

He never entered into any political Controver- 
ſies, but when there was an abſolute Neceſſity of 
giving his Opinion, and he always decided in Fa- 
vour of England; by this Means, though a Papiſt, 
he was never ſuſpected by thoſe he converſed with, 
and they were free and open in their Diſcourſe, 
as he paſſed for a Man of a philoſophical Turn, 
who never troubled himſelf with any political Con- 


Practices in the Houſe where he lodged, having 

appointed a Coffee-houſe near St. Clement's Church 

- the Receipt of his Letters, under a fictitious 
ame. 

He had continued his Correſpondence from the 
Beginning of the Year 1756, without any mate- 
tial Interruption, writing upon the Margin of a 
News- paper, ſuch News and Obſervations as were 
not therein contained; by which Means the Exa- 
miners of the Poſt-Office were deceived, and let 
theſe Letters paſs; imagining there was nothing 
more contained but this News-paper. At length 
bis Employers complained of the Inſignificancy of 
Af. his Intelligence, and of the Neceflity there was of 
ied extending his Plan, otherwiſe they would diſcontinue 

bis Appointment, and actually threatened to deduct a 


l . 
oy Guinea for every Letter that did not contain ſome 
„vice of Importance. This Letter, which was 


M 2 tranſ- 


cerns; nor was he ſuſpected of any ſuch illegal 
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tranſmitted from Paris, by the Hague, contained 
nothing ſeemingly but a few wide Lines, wrote 
upon the moſt trifling, complimentary Subject, and 
was therefore re-ſealed, and conveyed to him by 
Means of the fictitious Direction. An Anſwer 
to this came from him, which was ſent by Hol. 
land to Paris, This Letter of the Doctor's, which 
then appeared upon Examination, to be nothing 
but an Anſwer to the Compliments, contained (az 
was afterwards found by the Copies he kept by him) 
a Repreſentation of his Allowance, which was not 
ſufficient to make him negle& his Practice, and 
keep ſuch Company as proper Intelligence was to 
be obtained from. | 

Theſe wide wrote Letters had the deſired Ef. 
fect, by paſſing unnoticed for ſome Time at the 
Poſt-Office ; at length the Secretary ſuſpeCting 
there muſt be ſomething more contained than theſe 
correſponding Trifles, held one of them to the 
Fire, when many Lines, wrote with Lemon-juice, 
between the black ones, plainly appeared. 

This Letter, which was dated from Twickenham, tec 
after giving a very exact Account of the State of 
our Finances, the Condition of our Fleet and Ar- we 
my, their Diſpoſition, how many Ships guarded lg 
and how many Troops lined the Coaſts of En; land, ſon 
concluded with aſſerting, That the only Mean the 
of preventing the Succeſs of the Expedition ( the 


©S 


* Rechfort) would be to make a powerful Diver ear. 
© fion on the Coaſt of England, with a conſider thei 
© able Body of Troops; that by thus attacking us daft 
nin our very Vitals, we might be engaged at home e. 

ro 


and fo prevented being able to ſend a Numb 
© of Troops abroad, ſufficient to give them a! 
© real Annoyance.” þ 

The Diſcovery of this Letter unravelled th 
whole Myſtery of all the former; and thencefo! 
ward all Letters directed as before were ſtopt, * 
A i ud t ON 
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thoſe that came from abroad intercepted. The 
real Perſon to whom they were directed was found 
out, and his Haunts ſoon known. 

Being a Papiſt, he never failed of going to one 
of the Ambaſſador's Chapels of a Sunday; and as 
the Spanih Miniſter's in Scho-Sguare, was that 
which he moſt uſually frequented, and a Secretary 
of State's Warrant being iſſued for his Apprehen- 
fon; he was way-laid coming from thence by two 
of his Majeſty's Mefſenzers, on Sunday the 21ſt of 

WH Augu/t laſt, and after being to two Houſes in Dean- 

WH Street, and from thence to the Montpelier Cofter- 

WH houſe, facing Gree#-S:reet, where he dined ; he was 
ſeized in St. Martin's-Lane, and conducted to one 
of the Meſſengers Houſes in Fern- Street. 

As ſoon as he was thus ſecured, his Lodgings, 
1 Mr. Blount's in Arundel. Street, in the Stranl, 
evere ſcarched, where were found in his Beaureau 
cM twenty- nine rough Draughts of Letters, which had 
been wrote in Lemon-juice between the black Lines, 
and thoſe wrote in the ſame Manner which he had 
received from his Employers. 

In thoſe which he had received from Abroad, 
were Complaints of the Infignificance of his Intel- 
ligence, and how they were better ſerved by a Per- 
ſon who lived (or had lived) at Colchefter : That 
there was no need of acquainting them with what 
the Duke was doing in Germany, they being much 
er carlier and better informed than he could inſtruct 
them: Alſo, Inſtructions how to write with greater 
ul Safety and Diſpatch, (i. e. with Lemon-juice) by 
mel Means of directing all the important Letters to his 
abel Brother, who ſerved under the douole Capacity of 
a0 Chaplain and Under - ſecretary to the Spaniſh Mini- 
ſler at the Hague. 

This Improvement in his Intelligence is to be 
attributed to the Increaſe which his Salary now re- 
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ceived; for inſtead of 500 Livres a Quarter, he 
was promiſed that Sum every Month; and was al- 
ſo given to underſ{and, that if there were any Hopes 
of procuring Intelligence of great Conſequence, not 
to ſpare Expence, as he might aſſure himſelf of all 
poſſible Encouragement. But this rich Endow- 
ment was but of ſhort Duration; for he received 
but one Month's Salary before he was taken into 
Cuſtody, when his Poverty was ſo great, that all 
his Caſh, both in his Pocket, and in his Bureau, 
did not amount to a Guinea. 

During his Confinement at the Meſſenger's, he 
was particularly reſerved, very ſeldom entering in- 
to any Converſation, and never mentioned any 
hing that related to his own Affairs. This Pie- 
caution was but of very little Uſe, as he afterwards 
found; but he all along imagined that Things 
would not be puſhed to Extremities ; and that he 
could, by the 388 of Friends, procute 2 
Mitigation of his Puniſhment; but, alas! his 
Friends were like moſt others, merely tempo- 
rary;— his Coffee-houſe Acquaintance all diſ- 
owned him; and thoſe Perſons who were any- 
ways connected with him, were, through Necef- 
nty, obliged to be Evidences, otherwiſe they would 

have been guilty of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, and 
liable to have ſuffered accordingly. 

The FaQs were too glaring againſt him to let 
him eſcape with Impunity, and it was high Time 
to make an Example of ſome, to deter others from 
the ſame Practices. Therefore, after many Exa- 
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x minations before the Secretary of State, in which tc 
5 he made the moſt trifling Excuſes, pretending he W tc 
ji was ignorant of the Conſequences of a ſimilar Con- ¶ ft 
N duct, though he actually invited, and counſelled to L 


A make an Invaſion upon us. He was committed to n 
E * Newgate the gth of March, 1758, by the [ch of 
| | older- 
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Helderneſs, one of the Principal Secretaries of State, 
being charged with High-'Treaſon, in adhering to, 
and correſponding with, the King's Enemies. 

If his Finances were low at the Time of his be- 
ing taken into Cuſtody, they were ſtill at a greater 
Ebb at the Time of his Commitment, after near 
ſeven Months Confinement at the Meſſengers; 
during which Time he had. more than exhauſted 
his ſmall Stock for Superfluities; in fine, he found 
himſelf under a Neceſſity of pawning his Sword for 
a Guinea to pay Garniſh, His Confinement in 
Newgate reſembled all along that at the Meſſengers; 
and he ſcarce ſpoke to any but his Confeſſor, who 
frequently viſited him while he was there. 

He was indicted in Eaſter Term, in the 31ſt of 
George II. the Solicitor for the Treaſury being Pro- 
ſecutor for the Crown, and the Indidtment was 
found at Veſiminſter by the Grand Inqueſt for the 
County of Middleſex; and the ſame being returned 
to the King's- Bench, he was brought from New- 
gate that Term to the Bar of the Court, and ar- 
raigned for High-Treaſon, in adhering to the 
King's Enemies, and carrying on, by Letters, a trea- 
ſonable Correſpondence with one La Rache, and P. 
de France, as appeared by the Anſwers he received 
to the Letters from thoſe French Correſpondents ; 
to which Indictment he pleaded Net Guilty ; and 
he had a Copy of the Indictment delivered to him, 
and the Court ordered him to prepare for his Trial 
on MAanday the 12th Day of June following. 

On the 12th of June, his Irons being knocked 
off, he was brought by the Keeper of Newgate in- 
to the Court of the King's-Bench, and being put 
to the Bar, was arraigned on the Indictment. He 
ſtood indifted by the Name of Florence Henſey, 
Doctor of Phyſic, late of the Pariſh of St, Cle- 
ments Danes, in the County of Middleſex, for that 

„* he, 


248 Dr. Florence Henſey, 


he, being a falſe Traitor, and not weighing the 
Duty of his Allegiance to our Sovereign Lord 
George the Second, King of Great Britain, &c. in 
the Months of May and June, 1757, and at divers 
other Times, as well before as after, in the Pa. 
riſh aforeſaid, and County aforeſaid, with Force 
and Arms, feloniouſly, traiterouſly, and of his Ma. 
lice aforethought, did write certain Letters to the 
Agents and Subjects of Lewis the French King, 
with whom we are now at open War, giving an 
Account of the Strength of our Fleets and Armics 
that were then preparing in Great Britain; and in- 
viting the ſaid Lewts the French King his Subjects 
and Vaſlals, to invade theſe Realms, and to make 
a bloody Slaughter on his Majeſty's Subjeds. 

To this Indictment he pleaded Nt Guilty, and 
exceptcd to Eleven of the Jury before they were 
ſworn; and having finiſhed his Challenge, a Spe- 
Cial Jury was ſworn. 

The Council for the Crown opened the Indict— 
ment, by ſetting forth, T hat the Priſoner at the 
Bar, though a Subject of this Realm, and living 
under the Protection of its Laws, had, for a con- 
ſiderable Time paſt, held a treaſonable Correſ- 
pondence with the Enemies of our gracious Sove- 
reign Lord the King, and other high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors. They alſo further ſet forth, T hat 
the Priſoner had ſolicited and procured a Penſion 
from the French Miniſters, in order, as far as in 
him lay, to betray the Secrets of our Sovereign 
Lord the King, and give Intelligence to his ſaid 
Enemies of the Deſtination of his Majeſty's Fleets, 
the Number of Ships they were compoſed of, and 
by whom commanded ; as alſo of the Number of 
Troops in Great Britain, the Engliſh Colonies 
abroad, whereby any Danger to annoy the Ene- 
mies of theſe Kingdoms might be fruſtrated, his 
| Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Territories invaded, and even his ſacred 
Life endangered ; as it is reaſonable to conclude, 
from his known Valour and Love to his Subjects, 
he would head his own T roop:, in ſo perilous and 
critical a Situation, That as to the Crime for 
which he ſtood indicted, it was as much more fa- 
tal in its Conſequences than an Act of open Rebel- 
lion, as the Power of a whole Nation was ſuperior 
to that of a ſingle Perſon, The Council then pro- 
ceeded to ſhew, that Notice having been received 
of ſuch treaſonable Correſpondence, Meſſengers 
were ſent to apprehend the Priſoner, who found in 
his Bureau Copies of twenty-nine Letters of Intel- 
ligence, which he ſent to France, ſome of which 
were of the moſt dangerous Tendency, not only 
giving Advice of the Diſpolition of our Fleets and 
Armies, their Force and Deſtination, but alſo coun- 
ſelling and adviſing a Deſcent in this Iſland, in or- 
der to effectually prevent our Succeſſes abroad. 

The Witneſſes were then called ; and the firſt 
examined was the Servant-maid of Mr. Blount, 
and another Witneſs (his Waſher-woman) proved, 
that he lodged in a Room up one Pair of Stairs at 
Mr. Blount's, and that the Bureau in which the 
Letters were found by the Meſſengers, was in the 
Priſoner's ſaid Room up one Pair of Stairs. 

The Priſoner's Council remarked, in regard to 
this Evidence, that as the Houſe was a common 
Lodging-houſe, and at that Time full, theſe Pa- 
pers and Letters might be put into the Bureau by 
lome other Perſons, Mrs. Blount the Landlady hav- 
ing a Key to the ſame. 

But this Objefton was ſet aſide, by its being 
proved, that the Key Mrs. Blount had, could not 
open the upper Part of the Bureau where theſe Pa- 
pers were, but only the Drawers of the under Part 
where the Doctor's Linen was, 
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The 1 the Hand- writing was the prin- 
cipal Point to be proved, which was done by ſeve- 
ral credible- Witneſſes; namely, Mr. Mendez, on 
whom he had ſeveral Bills of Exchange, Dr. Vil. 
braham of Weſtminſter, and ſeveral Apothecaries, 
who had received Preſcriptions from the Doctor, 
for Patients that he had under his Care, which 
they had kept on their Files. 

A Point of Law was argued by the Priſoner's 
Council; namely, that there was a Flaw in the 
Indictment, aſſerting, that all the Letters read in 
Court were wrote in London, and intercepted at 
the General Poſt-Office in Lombard- Street, and 
therefore, that the Indictment could not be laid 
in Middleſex; but it appearing that one of theſe 
Letters was dated at Twickenham, -the Court over- 
ruled this Matter. | 

The ſaid Council likewiſe, in order to oppoſe the 
Proof of the Overt- act of High-T reafon, inſinuated, 
that holding a Correſpondence with the King's Ene- | 
mies, was not in itſelf High-Treaſon ; and if it were, | 
he did not actually correſpond with them, but in 
Holland, Germany, and Switzerland, which not be- 
ing Parts of the French King's Dominions, he 
could not be found guilty of the Crime for which 
he was indicted. 

But the Sophiſtry of theſe Arguments was eaſily 
combated by the Council for the Crown, who made 
it plainly appear, that theſe Letters were not wrote 
to thoſe Perſons to whom the Outſide Superſcrip- 
tion was addrefled, but directed by them to be for- 
warded to Paris; that the Correſpondence itſelf 
did not only render him guilty of Treaſon, but 
alſo the Nature of the Correſpondence, by which 
he adhered to, and aſſiſted the King's Enemies. 

Whereupon Lord Mansfield made a very candid 
and judicious Recapitulation of the Evidence, and 


of the ſeveral Points which had been ſpoken to by 
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the Council, and left the whole to the Jury to 
conſider of a proper Verdict. 

The Jury having retired about three Quarters of 
= brought him in guilty of the Indictment. 


During the Abſence of the Jury to conſider of 
their Verdict, the Doctor ſeemed to be greatly af- 
feed being then the only Object of the Mul- 
titude's Attention; his Colour went and came, 
whilſt his Face was dropping with Sweat, and his 
whole Body in a Tremor. He had hitherto be- 
haved with great Calmneſs; but when he found 
how little his Council had to urge in his Favour, 
and of what ſmall Weight that little was, his trifling 
Fortitude left him, and he was no longer able to 
refrain from Tears, to hide which he put his Hat 
before his Face. 


When the Jury returned into Court, he was. 


ſcarce able to ſupport himſelf, and it was with 
ſome Difficulty he held up his Hand at the Bar. 
The Foreman of the Jury having pronounced him 
guilty of High- Treaſon, he was aſked by the Judges, 
Whether he choſe any particular Time for receiv- 
ing Sentence, that the Multitude of People then 
preſent might not incommode him, which he an- 
ſwered with a forced Smile; and the Vedneſday fol- 
lowing was appointed for the Sentence being given. 
On Wedneſday the 14th of June, he was again 
conducted to the Bar of the Court of King's- Bench, 
where he received Sentence; To be drawn on a 
* Sledge to Tyburn, and there to be hung by the 
© Neck, but cut down before dead; have his Bow- 
© els taken out, his Heart throwa in his Face, and 

© his Body to be quartered.” 
While the Sentence was pronouncing, he held 
his Hagdkerchief up bo, * Face. Being * 
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he had any Thing to offer in his Behalf, he de- 
ſired a Fortnight to prepare for his End ; and the 
Court, in great Lenity, gave him till the 12th of 
Fuly then next. 

The Day of Execution being come, he was the 
ſame Day reprieved for a Fortnight, and then had 
a further Reſpite till the 8th of November. The 
View of the Government in granting him theſe Re. 
ſpites was, to give him Time to make a Confeſl- 
ſion, and Diſcovery, by what Means he got his 
Intelligence, and what Accomplices or Aſſiſtants he 
had for carrying on his traiterous Schemes ; which, 
had he done to the Satisfaction of the Miniſtry, 
*tis probable he would have had a free Pardon ; but 
he ſtill denying he had any Aſſiſtance, more than 
his own Aſſiduity and Attent.on to what paſſed in 
the State, he was ordered to be confined in Mu- 
gote during his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 

The Detection of this Spy was of very great 
Importance to the Nation, Tis plain, by the 
Letters found in his Bureau, and thoſe intercepted 
at the Poſt-Office, that the French Court had the 
earlieſt Information from him of Admiral Be/ca- 
w.n's Expedition, and taking the Alcide and Lys; 
and that he gave a very exact Account of the 
Strength of Admiral He/bourn's Fleet, that failed 
from America in 1757, long before it put to Sea; 
and perhaps it was owing to this Intelligence, that 
we did not then make ourſelves Maſters of Cape 
Breton, and gain other Conqueſts in America. 


Sctim- 
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Scrimſhaw and Roſs, for a Conſpiracy, 
July, 1759. 


T the Adjournment of the Seſſions at Guild- 
Hall, Fuly 17, 1759, Samuel Scrimſhaw and 
ahn Roſs, were indicted, together with John Rich- 
ard/on, not taken, for that they did, wickedly, un- 
lawfully, and maliciouſly combine, conſpire, con- 
federate, and agree together, in order to diſturb 
the Peace and Happineſs of Humphry Morice, Eſq; 
to write divers wicked and ſcandalous Letters to 
him, with divers, horrid, wicked, falſe, and ma- 
licious Threats, Inſinuations and Menaces, there- 
in contained, unjuſtly to defame and injure his 
CharaQer, and to diſturb his Peace and Happineſs, 
unleſs he would comply with divers wicked, ſcan— 
dalous, unjuſt and oppreflive Terms, contained in 
the ſaid Letters, to the great Damage, Injury, and 
© AA of the ſaid Humphry, againſt the Peace, 
c. 


Aſier the Indiftment was opened by Mr. Eyre, Mr. 
Serjeant Davy ſpoke as follows. 


© May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, and you Gentle- 
© men of the Jury, I am Council in this Caſe for 
* the Proſecution againſt the two Defendants at 
the Bar. | 

This is an Indictment conſiſting of five Counts, 
containing two Species of Offence, Ihe firft 
* four Counts are for a Conſpiracy in the Manner 
* mentioned in the Indictment, 

* The firſt Count for a Conſpiracy to extort 
Money from Mr. Morice, by threatening falſely 
to accuſe him of certain deteſtable Crimes, of 
* which he was innocent, 
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The ſecond Count for a Conſpiracy te extort 
Money, by threatening falſely to charge him with 
having been guilty of Sodomitical Practices, of 
which he was wholly innocent, 
The third Count for a Conſpiracy to write di- 
vers wicked, falſe, and ſcandalous Letters to 
him, with divers falſe, horrid, and malicious 
Threats, Inſinuations, and Charges therein, un- 
juſtly to defame and injure him in his Charac- 
ter. : | 
The fourth Count, and to which, perhaps, 
this Caſe will be more particularly applicable, is, 
that they did agree together to extort Money 
from Mr. Morice ; and in order to bring it about, 
that they did write divers wicked and ſcandalous 
Letters, with divers impious, falſe, and mali- 
cious Charges and Accuſations, therein contained, 
unjuſtly to defame and injure that Gentleman in 
his Character. 
© Theſe are the Counts in the Indictment, with 
reſpect to tie Conſpiracy. There is another ge- 
neral Count, for ſending threatening Letters to 
Mr. Morice, highly reffecting on his Character, 
with Intention to extort Money. 
© Gentlemen, theſe are two " of Offences ; 
and with regard to the firſt, a ſingle Perſon can- 
nut be guilty of it; for no Man can conſpire 
with himſelt alone. There are three different 
Perſons in this Indictment, two of them are only 
before you; the third is not taken, Two Perſons 
may be guilty of a Conſpiracy, ſo that, ſhould 
you find either of theſe Defendants have agreed 
with Richardſon, or with each other, you may 
find your Verdict accordingly. 
I thought proper to mention this, becauſe this 
is a Caſe (as all Conſpiracies are) attended with 
ſome Difficulty. It is neceſſary you ſhould by: 
* P7 
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« ply your Attention to that general Rule I have 
c mentioned. 

In the firſt Place, it is neceſſary you ſhould be 
informed who theſe Perſons are, Scrimſbatu, Rich- 
* ardſon, and Roſs; for though Richardſon is not 
before the Court, yet, if it appears that either 
* Scrimſhaw or Roſs conſpired with him, then that 
« Perſon is as guilty, as if he had conſpired with 
« the other. | 

« Theſe three Perſons were lately Partners in 
© an Office of Intelligence, kept in Fleet-market, 
© in the City of Lenden, an Office where Servants 
were to be informed of Mafters, and other Per- 
* ſons of a Variety of other Things; amongſt 
© which, Commiſſions in the Army; and theſe two 


Articles of Bufineſs introduced theſe Perſons into 


the Guilt they are charged with. 

* Scrimſhaw was formerly a Hair-merchant in 
© Covent-Garden, but fince a Bankrupt. | 

© Richardſon was formerly a Linen-draper, but 
* ſince a Bankrupt. | 

* Roſs was lately a common Soldier. | 

© Theſe three Perſons are the Partners in this 
Office of Intelligence, Beſides theſe, there is 
' one Peter Parry, who will appear before you as 
an Evidence, He had Occaſion to app'y to this 
Office in January laſt, for Intelligence of a Place 
© to ſerve as a Servant to a Hop-merchant. This 
* Enquiry, which coſt him One Shilling, occaſioned 
© ſeveral Meetings between him and the Defen- 


* dants, Parry, it ſeems, had made an Appoint- 


ment ſome Lime ago, to meet Scrimſbato and 
© Richardſon, in order to treat upon ſome Bulineſs ; 
* but was hindered from keeping it, by another 
' Engagement he had entered into, of going to the 
* Fountain-Tuvern on Ludgate- Hill; and from this 


N 8 the whole of this Conſpiracy took its 
\ Kile, | 
Mr. 
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Mr. Morice, the Proſecutor, had a Servant, 
© one Goſling, who was his Groom, and had had 
© ſome unhappy Difference with his Wife; in or- 
© der to their coming to ſome Terms, there was 
© to be a Meeting with Gofling and his Wife, and 
* ſome Friends, at the Fountain-Tavern ; at which 
© Parry, by Means of his Wife being an Acquain- 
© tance of Goſling's Wife, was there; and Mr, 
* S/ydall, of Maddox-Street, a Gentleman of known 
© good Character, at the Requeſt of Ge/ling, was 
c alſo at this Meeting. 

On this Occaſion, as frequently is the Caſe, 
© when Men and their Wives meet to make up 
© Breaches, they part leſs affectionate than they met; 
© it happened ſo here; for Gofling's Wife, who is 
not of the moſt peaceable Temper in the World, 
© happened to uſe ſome harſh Expreſſions toward; 
© her Huſband; and amongſt other opprobrious 
© Names, called him in her Paſſion Buggerer. Now 
* from that ſingle Circumſtance, all this great 
© Scene of Conſpiracy, which will be laid before 
© you, ariſes. Parry was there, and heard this, 
© but at that Time did not apply it to any Purpoſe, 
© At his next Meeting with Scrimfaw and Rich 
© ard/on, which was at the Earl of Warwick in 
« Fleet-Lane, which was in the City of Londen, 
© (for it is very neceſlary for you, Gentlemen, to 
© conſider what was done in the City of London) 
© he was to make his Apology for not having met 
them according to his Appointment. T here 
was another Gentleman happened to be there; 
] am ſorry to find he is not in the IndiQment; 
© his Name is Boulton Comſon, an Attorney. Paryy, 
© in making his Apology to Scrim/haw, for not 
© coming to his Appointment, told the true Reaſon, 
the Meeting of Geſling and his Wife; and in 
£ Converſation tod them what had paſſed between 
© them. Scrimſhaw, upon hearing the Word Buy: 

| a gere, 
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gerer, put his Finger to his Noſe, and ſaid, 
Something may be made of this, When ſuch 
© low People keep an Office of Intelligence, they 
are glad to have Intelligence of all Kinds. Then 
' ſaid he, (ſpeaking to Parry) Do you call upon me 
Jo morrow, ſomething may be made of this, 
© The next Day Parry went; then Scrim/haw made 
him this infamous Propoſal, — That, as to what 
had been ſaid the Night before, of Go/iing's 
Wife accuſing her Huſband of Buggery, and 
' obſerving that he lived with Mr. Morice, and 
© that Gentlemen who are tender of their Repu- 
tation, are the fitteſt Perſons to work upon, — 
{ ſaid, if this Matter be rightly managed, it will 
© be a Fortune to us ;—it would be a Mine; - do 


make a conſiderable Sum of Money out of this. 
Several Meetings were had, and ſeveral Pro- 
© poſals made, but they did not hit and corre- 
' ſpond ; but at laſt it was agreed, that Parry was 
to be the Hand through which this Buſineſs was 
to be tranſacted. Scrimſhaw, Kichardſon, and 
' Roſs, had alſo ſeveral Meetings, unknown to 
Parry, and agreed to be the Prompters of Parry, 
to direct him in what Manner the Scheme ſhould 
© be executed. Scrimhaw firſt wrote a Letter in 
* a diſguiſed Hand to Mr. Morice, directed it to 
him in Dover-Street, and put it into the Penny- 
* poſt, That Letter, it is true, was wrote near 
7 Cock-pit, which is not in the City of Len- 
don. 
But I ſhould have told you, that in order to 
* convict Perſons of a Conſpiracy, it is not neceſ- 
ſary to prove that any Thing was done in conſe- 
* Quence of it. For a bare Conſpiracy to an un- 
* lawful Act, is a Crime of itſelf indictable, al- 
* though nothing further is done in conſequence 
* of it, But whatever happened in any other Place, 
| in 


© you attend to me on this Occaſion, and we will 


; 
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in conſequence of this Conſpiracy in Lond:n, this 
Court hath Juriſdiction to enquire into. Accord- 
« ingly the following Letter was ſent, 


LET FTT 


London, Feb. 27, 1759. 


© Flonoured Sir, 

I hope you will excuſe this Liberty, (more {6 
as I am a Stranger to you) but I happened to be 
at a certain Place not long ſince, where your 
Name was drawn in Queſtion, upon a Subject, 
I am certain, was you to know it, you would 
by no Means approve of it, (more ſo, as the Par- 
ty receives ſo conſiderable a Bounty at your Hand, 
and is maintained by you.) If you defire to know 
the Particulars, I will make an Affidavit of what 
was mentioned, and will explain other Inſtances 
to you concerning what is here mentioned, and 
muſt beg my Name to be kept a Secret. If you 
think it proper to ſend a Line directed thus: To 
R. E. to be left at the Paul's- Head, Lator ence- 
Lane, Cheapfide, Or, if it will be pore agree- 
able, be pleaſed to put it in the Daily Advertiſer, 
on Saturday or Monday next, and you ſhall hear 
farther from me, and all Secrecy ſhall be punc- 
tually obſerved. 

© I am, Sir, &c, 

R. E. 

© To Humphrey Morice, E/; 
Member of Parliament, at his 
Hſe, Dover-Street, Weſt- 
miniſter. 
© Gentlemen, you ſee this Letter orders the An- 
ſwer to be directed to the Pau/s- Head, Laturence- 


Lane, Lond;m, You oblerve farther, _ this 
| | „ C Len 
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Letter gives great Hints of ſomething to be told 
tyvery much to the Advantage of Mr. Merice, 
« which greatly concerns his Character, and which 
© will require the Solemnity of an Affidavit; you 
© ſee too, a great Secrecy is to be impoſed on the 
very Perſon, whom, 10 guilty, it concerned only 
to keep it ſo. Vet the Conſpirators are the very 
perſons who deſire it may be made a Secret. 
Mr. Morice ordered a ſhort Anſwer to be return- 
ed to this Letter, telling them, © If they would 
Abe at the H:p-Tavern in Coventry-Street, Pic- 
© cadilly, next Sunday Evening, exactly at 9 o'Clock, 
he would be there, ready to hear the Particulars 
and that they might depend upon his obſerving 
an inviolable Secrecy; and if they could not 
meet at that Place, to fend a Line by a Porter, 
with Directions for them to afk for Mr. //- 
liams. 
* You obſerve, that Mr. Morice, not knowing 
or gueſſing what Sort of a Secret was to be told 
him, adopted the Name of Mr. Williams, and 
ou will ſee the Reaſon for that by and by. This 
tter was directed to R. E. at the Paul's- Head, 
Lawrence-Lane, where Parry found it, and com- 
municated it to Scrimſhaw and Comſon, who met 
at Caywoed's by Charing-Croſs, where Comſon pre- 
pared a Draught for an Anſwer.; but Scrimfhaw 
not approving it, alter'd it, and then copied it, 
and ſent it by a private Hand. Iz was dated 
March 3, 1759, 12 o'Clock, and is as follows. 


LETTER” I. 


* Honoured Sir, 
© Your's I received; if it be agreeable to yd 
would rather meet you on Monday or Tueſday next, 
at the Place and Time you mentioned; if not, 
will To-morrow Night, as deſired, and N ob- 

© terve 
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ſerve the Direction. Therefore I preſume to beg 
the Favour of your Intereſt, to intercede for me 
with ſome Gentlemen, to procure me a Place in 
the Cuſtem-houſe, Victualling- office, or in any 
other Station under the Government, in any Patt 
of England, as I am ſenſible it is in your Power 
to grant me a Favour of this Kind, as Vacan- 
cies of this Nature daily happen. Sir, in my 
aſking you this Favour, I hope you will not take 
me (nor look upon me) to be one of thoſe who 
would offer to impoſe upon any Gentleman, 28 
Sir John Glyn, Member for Flint, and Sami 
Egerton, Eſq; Member for Cheſhire, and others, 
knows me extremely. well, and would do any 
Thing to ſerve me; but in aſking Favours of this 
Natute, it is not in their Power to ſerve a Friend; 
if it is, they do not chuſe to make Intereſt, if 
they have any. As I have met with great Loſſes, 
and have been out of Employment above theſe 
two Years, and having a Wife and Child to 
maintain, has reduced my Circumſtances very 
much, which is the ſole Reaſon of my petition- 
ing you to be my Friend ; as it will be doing me 
a great Piece of Service, and yourſelf no Diſkind- 
neſs, which ſhall be for ever acknowledged, Your 


Compliance to the above will be much better 


beſtowed than on them who now receive you 
Bounty, and you may depend I will diſcloſe the 
whole, and nothing but the Truth, as I ſhall make 
an Affidavit of the ſame. Be pleaſed to ſend me 
an Anſwer to the above, directed as before, and 
let it be there by Eight in the Morning, if not 
'To-night. Your Compliance to the within-men- 
tioned, and you may command 


© Your moſt obedient, &. 


A 
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„p. S. If poſſible, let me have your Anſwer To- 
e Night. I ſhould be greatly obliged to you, to 
© incloſe in the Anſwer a Couple of Franks. 


6 7, Humphry Morice, Eſq; 


To this Mr. Morice cauſed this ſhort Anſwer 
to be wrote. 


© If we don't meet this Evening, I can't hear 
' what you have to ſay a great while, being to go 
' out of Town To-morrow, fo ſhall expect you 
© at 9 o'Clock, 


Mr. Morice, from the Receipt of the firſt of 
* theſe Letters, ſaw plainly it was ſent with an In- 
tent to extort Money from him, and determined 
to prepare for a Proſecution againſt the Conſpira- 
© tors, whoever they ſhould be; and therefore he 
tolls let them proceed farther, before they ſhould fall 
er into the Trap which was laid to catch them. For 
on- this End, an Appointment was made at the Heop- 
me Tavern, on Sunday Evening, and Mr, Morice, 
nd-WM* with his Servant, went there, but no Body came. 
our Hitherto Scrimſbato has only appeared with Par- 
tte ry, but it will appear that the other Defendant 
our Roſs, as well as Richardſon, were all privy to 

the the whole of this TranſaQion ; and though the 
dak did not all together confederate and agree with 
me Parry, yet they confederated and agreed with 
and one another. A few Days after this, upon Par- 
noi „'s going again to the Office of Intelligence in 
nen · the Fleet- market, Richardſon and R/ applied to 
bim. This is the firſt Time they ſaid any Thing 
© at all to him. They aſked him how the Grand 
* Affair went on. Now, it is impoſſible they 
* ſhould have known any Thing about this Grand 
Affair, if they had had no Communication with 
6 Scrime 
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* Scrimſhaw; he informed them how the Gran 
Affair, as he called it, went on; then Richard. 
* ſon, in the Preſence of Roſs, and Parry, at the 
* Golden-Key, Fleet-ditch, drew up the following 
© Letter, which Parry copied, and ſent to Mr, 
 Maorice, dated the 28th of March. | 


LETTER: II. 


6 81 R, 
My Reaſon for not complying with your re. 
peated Deſires, of having an Ee with me 
at the Hoop - Tavern, in eee 419.95 as I did 
not receive your Letter till the Monday, other- 
wife would have waited on you. There was 
two other Gentlemen of my Acquaintance, in 
the adjoining Room, whom will come upon 
Oath of what paſſed as well as myſelf; you 
may depend on the greateſt Honour and Secrecy, 
I bave a Relation that has been twenty-three 
Years in the Train of Artillery, in the Zaft In 
dies, lately come home, and is now Captain 
Lieutenant in the ſame ; a Gentleman of Family 
and Fortune, who is deſirous of being promoted 
to the Rank of Captain in an old Company af 
Invalids, in Britain or the adjacent Iſles; or the 
Captain of an old Regiment of Foot, at home 
or abroad. If this is not agreeable to you, would 
© be glad to know what Favours you would be- 
© ſtew; as the Point, now in Queſtion, takes your 
Honour in the moſt tender Part, I hope, for 
© your own Peace, you will not fail in giving me 
© a ſpeedy Anſwer, directed as before. 
1 am, Sir, &c. 
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6 R. E. 


© The Reaſon of their applying for this Captain's 


6 Commiſlion was this: Theſe People keep an Of 
« fice 
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t fice of Intelligence, and it happened that about 
« this Time, a Gentleman had applied to this Of- 
« fice (as theſe Office-keepers have a Knowledge of 
all Places from the Great Seal to the Hall-keeper, 
« where you give them a Shilling for Intelligence, 
and have your Name entered.) A Letter had 
been ſent to the Office to be informed, if any 
© ſuch Intelligence could be given, with a Reward 
of 200 J. if they could get it. Here you ſee, if 
they could have furniſhed their Cuſtomer, they 
could have put the Money in their own Pockets. 
« To this Letter there is a Poltſeript, that the Par- 
ty applying had been 23 Years in the King's Ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Morice, upon the Reception of this Letter, 
ſent the following Anſwer, 


« As I am quite in the Dark about what you 


have to tell me; nor can at all gueſs what it is, 
do not know how to promiſe any Thing till 1 
hear what you have to ſay, which [ ſhall be rea- 
dy to do next Monday, the 2d of April, if you 
' will come to the Hoop-Tavern, and aſk for Mr. 

Williams. What you have to ſay to me, let me 
* know that firſt, then it is Time to talk of Fa- 
vours. 


* Roſs and Richardſon, immediately after wri- 

ting this laſt Letter, in Converſation with Parry, 
aſked him, Is this Man like to come down? 
It is not every Body that is likely to be affrighted 
with theſe Letters. Is Mr. Morice that 
Kind of Man that one might expect will bleed? 
And then Roſs and Richardſon, to encourage Par- 
ry, told him, they had made Enquiry after Mr. 
Morice's Character; and gave this Account of 
him, that he was a Gentleman of a very great 
Eſtate, and great Intereſt ; and that he belonged 
| to 
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© to the Board of Green-Cloth. — All this is true, 
But then they added this Circumſtance, that he 
© had lately paid 1500/7. Smart-money on the like 
* Occaſion. This was the mere Effect of thei 
* own wicked Imaginations, and made uſe of i 
© encourage Parry to go on. The next Day 
which is very material, Scrimſbato came to Par 
© ry, and told him the very ſame Story. It is ven 
© true, you and I may tell the ſame Story to a third 
Perſon, without having any Communication with 
© one another; but it is impoſſible that you and! 
© ſhould invent ſuch a Lie, and tell it exactly 
£ the ſame Manner, unleſs we have had ſome Con 
© ſultation before. 

.* © Scrimfhaw, on the other Hand, looks upon 
© every Thing in a fair Way of Succeſs, and tak 
© notice to Parry, that Mr. Morice is always de 
© firous of an Interview, and therefore hopes tha 
Mr. Morice will bleed freely; and that a gout 
© deal of Money may be made on the Occaſion 
© Under this Proſpect he calls upon Parry, to gin 
© him the following Promiſſory Note, dated ar: 
© 29. ** I do hereby agree and premiſe to pay tt 
« Samuel Scrimſbato, or Order, one Half of thi 
« Sum I do receive from Humphry Morice, Elg 
« of Dover-Street, Member of Parliament; 2 
« Witneſs my Hand, 
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„ Peter Parr). 


© the very Time he was taken. 

Parry having ſhewed Scrim/haw the laſt Anſue 
© he got from Mr. Morice, Scrimſhaw drew a 
« Anſwer to it, but Parry did not ſend it; and in 
© ſtead of it ſent another, which he wrote fro 
« a Draught of Richard/on's. Here we bring the 
« all clearly connected together; although Scr. 


« /haw, it muſt be admitted, was not ſeen at ai 
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one Time conferring with them upon this Subject, 
and there was this very clear Reaſon for it. It was 
neceſſary they ſhould attend Parry ſeparately, and 
1 at different Times, in order that, by comparing 
Notes one with another, they might try his Fide- 
v ity. Rogues cannot always confide in one ano- 
„er. — This Letter, drawn by Richardſon and 


copied by Parry, was dated the 31ſt of March, 
and is as follows. 
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on *SIR, 11 
© did not know you was ſo far under the Cloud, 9 
po not to know the full Meaning of my Letters. 4 
ae And I hope you will now excuſe my drawing the "4 
» whole Curtain, but it may fall into other Hands | | 
tha N 


before it reaches you; as by what here follows 
20088 you will be able to unriddle the whole. I my- 
110188 ſelf was preſent at the whole, likewiſe two Gen- 
gu tlemen of my Acquaintance was in the adjoining 
larc Room, and heard what paſſed. A certain Perſon 
ay was pleaſed to charge you with Sod—1 Practices, 
{ 1 which I think all Mankind ought to hold the 
Ei greateſt Deteſtation ; and that you have a * Youth 
3 I training, not far from Town, for that Purpoſe. 
Now, Sir, if you are willing to comply with the 
arr) Propoſal in my laſt, it will bind an inviolable Se- 
ereſy. If that is not agreeable, ſhall be glad to 
ket WU know what you are willing to do. Your Anſwer 
by the Bearer, or by To-morrow Morning Nine 


\nſwd o'Clock. And if your Propoſal be agreeable 
2w 3 to the Confidence ſuch a Subject deſerves, you 
= ny may depend upon the moſt profound Secreſy, and 
e 10 ä , 
g the A Child of eight Years of Age, belonging to one 
$crinf# Mr. Morice's Servants, and educated by that Gentle- 
at anfſÞan's Charity at Hampfead.. 0 * N 
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« likewiſe an Interview in the Place mentioned, ay 
© defired. I beg your Anſwer immediately.” 
6 I am, Ee. R. 23 


P. S. As the Bearer comes on Purpoſe, I hope 
0 ill pay him 

you WI pay him. . 

« Sir, it is a thouſand Pities, a Gentleman of 
© your Fortune and Character ſhould have your 
Name drawn in Queſtion upon ſuch an Occa- 
£ fon,” 


To which Letter Mr. Morice cauſed the follow. 
ing Anſwer to be wrote. | 


6 SIR, | 
£ If you make any Diſcovery anſwerable to what Ml | 
© you have promiſed, you may depend on a proper . 
Revira being made from me. But I muſt tell 
© you I have l elſe to do, than to waſte t 
'< my Time in writing Letters to no Purpoſe, and WM : 
© muſt deſire to be excuſed receiving any more from 
you, unleſs you are at the Place appointed To- 
© morrow, as it will be the ſecond Time you hae 
« kept me waiting for you in vain. If you do not 
fail meeting me, you will oblige 

« Your humble Servant.” 


Mr. Morice accordingly went, and took G 
with him, and placed him in another Room, & 
Richardſon, and Parry went as far as the Hoop 7% 
vern, and Parry went in; but, inſtead of finding 
Mr. Morice, he ſaw Goſling. Now, Mr. Mr: 
not dreaming from what Spring this Conſpiraclt* 
took its Riſe, had unluckily taken Goſling there if 
whom Parry knew. Parry, ſeeing Geſling therilf 
ran away, and went to the Black Horſe, within 
Door or two, where his Friends, Roſs and Richard 


fon, were waiting I ſhould have told you, that 
: 
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in their Way to the Heap Tavern, a Propoſal was 
made by Koſs and Richardſon, and agreed to by 
Parry, that Parry was to demand 500 J. of Mr. 
Morice, but by no Means was to take leſs than 
300 J. and Roſs and Richardſon, if neceſſaty, were 
to ſay they were in the adjoining Room, at the 
Fountain Tavern on Ludeate- Hill, and overheard 
what paſſed there. This is another Circumſtance 
proving that Scramhaw, Roſs, and Richardſon con- 
ſpired together. Scrimfhaw allo ſaid to Parry, 
If I happen to be at any Interview with Mr. Me- 
© rice, I'll ſay, I was in the adjoining Room, and 
© heard what palled,” | 

As to Cemſor, he being a Man of the Law, he 
took a little more Caution than the reſt had done, 
He was only to have ten Guineas. — He is not in 
the Indictment. — I am ſorry for it. 

Mr. Morice not appearing in the Hoop-Tavern, 
but Gofling in his Stead, they began to think all was 
not ſafe. However there was a fifth Letter drawn, 
and that by Richardſcn, at their Office, and copied 
by Parry. It bears no Date, and is as follows. 


LETT EX V. 


© Being honoured with ſeveral Letters from you, 
* appointing you to meet me at a certain Place, in 
ig Obedience thereto I attended; but, to my great 
Roo © Surprize, I met only with your Servant; there- 

7% fore did not think it proper to divulge an 
Thing to him, although he preteaded he had a 
* Commiſion to open your Letters, and privy to 
your Secrets; but J could not credit that Story. 
* I will attend you in Perſon at any Time and 
* Place you ſhall mention and appoint. The ſooner 
the better, for Reaſons to myſelf. A Gentleman 
of your Fortune and Character, it is a Pity but 
that you ſhould be thoroughly acquainted with 
| N 2 © what 
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what I have to ſay; and, upon your performing 
* what you have mentioned in one of your Letters, 
© I will relate upon Oath what I have to ſay; and 
you may depend upon an inviolable Secreſy 

« From your humble Servant,” 


In the Poſtſcript he ſays, If I have not an An- 
© {wer to this from yourſelf, I ſhall take an Oppor- 
« tunity of leaving one for you at a certain Place: 
(meaning, as Parry declared, at the Lobby of tle 

Fliuſe of Commons.) 


Mr. Morice, upon the Receipt of this Letter, 
ordered Geſſing to anſwer it, and he according) 
wrote to him as follows, 


LETTER VI.. 


* IVillam Parry, I write to you by my Maſter's 
Order, to tell you, that it is in vain for you to 
expect he will condeſcend, either to ſee you, or 
write to you: But, as you perſiſt in ſaying you 
have ſomething of Conſequence to reveal to him, 
he has bid me let you know he has ſpoke to Mr, 
Fielding, to give you the Hearing, and you may 
wait upon him, at his Houſe in Bow/treet, as ſoon 
as you pleaſe; if it is any Thing neceſſary to be 
told my Maſter, the Juſtice will acquaint him 
with it.” 


"© ĩ ncaa a a 4 -&- a 


Parry, on his receiving this Letter from Goſling, 
ſent the following, copied by himſelf from a Draught 


of Richardſon's, in Roſs's Preſence. fe 
F 
LETTER VII. by 


s Mr. Geſling, your's I received dated Saturday, 


(Yeſterday.) Your writing to me by your Maſ- 
5 | 6 ters 
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© ter's Orders, perhaps it may be ſo; but, let me 4 
| tell you, it is not often that Servants take that 14 
Liberty to open their Maſter's Letters; but ſerv- [4 i 
ing him in the Capacity you do, it is not to be f 
wondered at but ſuch Liberty might be taken. 1 
« However, what Mrs. Go/ling told you at the 4: 
* F:untain, plainly appears now to he Matter of 14 
Fact. Why did not you contradict her then, 
© when ſuch a heinous Crime was laid to your 
Charge? But what is mentioned here is not Half 
© of what I have to ſay; and, if it be deſired, 
will bring Proof of it; which will make ſome 
* Perſon be looked upon what they are now repre- 
* ſented. As to my going to Mr. Fielding, or any 1 
* other particular Gentleman, I aſſure you I ſhall ik 
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not. What I have to ſay I ſhall communicate it 
immediately to the Public, and I ſhall be always 
ready to aver what I have to ſay, by ſufficient Wit- 
nefles, to any Petſon I ſhould be called upon le- 
gally, Now, Sir, you are to do as you think q 
fit, as I look upon you and Mr. _——— to be 1 
one, If you be minded I will meet you any (] 
Evening this Week ; if you will do what is hand- | x | 
ſome, if not, you may depend upon ſeeing it in 4 
the Public Papers, with your Name in full 
Length, and every Word that paſſed particularly 
mentioned. Vour Anſwer to this is immediately 


 delired, &c. Ec. 
| Peter Parry.“ 


This Letter was alſo laid before Juſtice Helding, 
who iſſued his Warrant againſt Parry, But, be- 
fore he was taken, here is another Letter wrote by 
Parry to Go/ling, from a Draught prepared by 
Scrimſbato. ; 


N. 3, LE T. 
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LETTER VII. 


Mr. Goſling, Sir, Sunday, 6 o'Clock, 
Not receiving any Anſwer to the Letter that 
was left you at the Swan on Hay-Hill, therefore, 


unleſs you immediately anſwer this, you will ob- 


lige me to fend for Anſwer to Dover-S:reet, If 
you have any Regard to your Character, or to 
Mr. Williams's, I would have you heal up the 
Wounds, which you may do now on reaſonable 
Terms, otherwiſe you may depend it will be 
made known to the Public, with your Name in 
full Length, and the Place of Reſidence, and that 
of Mr. Wiiliams likewiſe, with other Circum- 
ſtances which you little think I know, and ſuch 
as ought not to be mentioned, not forgetting the 
Affair of Hamp/?ead, which is ſhocking to think 
at. As yet, Mr. Ging, it is a profound Secret, 
and ſhall remain ſo with me, if you think pro- 
per; and am apt to think it will be for your In- 
tereſt, as well as Mr. J/:lliams's Character, to 
have it kept ſo. Was I to (ee you, I would tel! 
you ſeveral Inſtances relative to this. Affair more 
than you are aware of. If you will do any 
Thing in Reaſon, it will be complied with, and 
that immediately. Pray, who can hurt me for 
putting it in the Papers, as I can bring Proof of 
it? What I ſhall mention, I ſhall do upon Oath, 
if requized, Why had you not come alone to 
the Ho.p-Tavern? had you done fo, I ſhould 


- bave explained myſelf then to you. I am apt to 


think it will no Way be agreeable to you, to ſee 
your Name in the Public Paper upon ſuch a Sub- 
jet; but I would not willingly blaſt a Man's 
Character, I will give you any Security, to any 
Amount, never to mention it, if you require it. 
An Anſwer to this I ſhall expect T'o-morrow by 

Noon. 


ov 
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Noon. You cannot take it ill of me if you are 
© expoſed, but blame yourſelf. If you have a 
« Mind to meet me alone, I will meet you when- 
© ever you pleaſe, I thought to have come and 
« ſent for you at the Swan, but I was afraid you 


might not approve of it. I ſhould have ſent you 


this ſooner, but heard you was not in Town. 
© Fail not to let me have your Anſwer, I am, &c. 
Peter Parry.” 


To this Letter Gofling ſent Parry the following 
Anſwer, 


LETTER 1X. 


Mr. Parry, 

© I came to Town on Sunday laſt, and on my 

Arrival I received a Letter from you. I am very 

* forry you ſhould give yourſe'f ſo much Trouble 

about me; but if you will meet me on /Yezne/- 

day Evening, a little before 6 o'Clock, at Mr. 

* Carty's at the King's Head, Drury-Lane, where I 

will be at that Time, I hope 1 ſhall be able to 

6 2 an Anſwer to your Satisfaction. 

Honda rnin 1 

a ov * * einn. 


Now the Place appointed being in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Mr. Fielding, Parry, for a very good 
Reaſon, did not chuſe to come there; but ſent 
Sling the following Letter. 


LETTREX; 


* SIR, | | 
* Yeſterday I received your's of Monday, ap- 
pointing an Interview this Evening at Drury- 
* Lane, As you are * to ſay you are ſorry I 
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give myſelf ſo much Trouble about you, 1 hear de. 
clare, this is the laſt Time you ſhall hear from 
me in this Manner; neither ſhall I meet you in 
Drury-Lane : If you chuſe to come to the Golden 
Key, Fl:et-market, between Six and Seven this 
Evening, I ſhall be there, ready to give you all 
the Satisfaction you can deſire; if not you may 
expect to ſee yourſelf, Mr. Milliams, &c. vety 
ſoon in the Public Papers. Your's, &c. 
Peter Parry.” 


Parry likewiſe wrote Ge/lſing another Letter, 


copied from a Draught prepared by Richardſon, to 
the following Effect. 
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LETTER XI. 
« Mr, Geſling, 


© | have from Time to Time received various 
Letters, under the Sanction of your Maſter, [ 
therefore now inſiſt to know, for what Purpoſe, 
or what Meaning you can have in the Word Sa- 
ti faction? I am ſorry you had not my laſt Let- 
ter in Time, which was owing to the Neglect of 
the Perſon in the Houſe, being left there by 12 
o*Clock. Now, to put an End to this myſterious 
Affair, I defire the Favour of a Line, to know 
for what Reaſon you can have ſo often, in your 
Letters, deſired an Interview, and for what End 
and Purpoſe ; and, on Receipt of yours, will be 
punctual, at 6 o'Clock, to meet you at Mr. 
Overall's, at the Bloſſom's-Inn, Lawrence- Lane, 
where we may have a Room to ourſelves, and 
finally put an End to this Trouble. 
« I am, Ec. Peter Parry.” 


To this Letter was added the following Poſt- 


ſcrivt, 


VN. B. 
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& N. B. As you propoſe. Satisfaction in ſeveral 
© of your Letters, your Compliance in that; I will 
then juſtly inform you who are your Accuſers of 
an infamous Affair laid to your Charge, and the 
6 Gentleman's' — with a Daſh under the Name of 
Williams, Sr. Your. immediate Anſwer will 
© oblige,. Your's, as before. 


This Letter was prepared by Richardſon, but the 
Poſtſcript by Scrimſbato, the Draught of which we 
have under his own Hand. 

Nothing material happened after this before they 
were taken up; then Scrimſbato being charged by. 
Parry, who was firſt apprehended, with having en- 
tered into a Conſpiracy with Parry, Roß, and 
Richardſon, in order to extort Money from Mr. 
Morice, and with writing and ſending ſeveral of 
theſe Letters to that Gentleman; all this he con- 
ſeſſed, but in Excuſe ſaid, that he was not fo guilty. 
as Parry; and, upon his being ſearched,. there 
were found upon him ſeveral Papers relative to this- 
Affair. — In the firſt Place, there was Parry's Note 
of Hand to him, to give him Half the. Money.he 
ſhould procure from Mr. Merice. , 

In the ſecond Place, there was found upon him 
a Letter, dated the 15th of February, from Ri- 
chardſon to him, wherein they talk of going Sharers, 
and having. ſome. infamous "Tranſactions before 
them. 

There was alfo found Abundance of other Papers 
of leſs Conſideration, ſhewing the Intimacy. and 
Connection between him and his Accomplices.. 

In Parry's Pocxet was found the Draught of a. 
Letter under Scrim/haw's own Hand, which he in- 
tended Parry ſhould have ſeat Mr. Morice, in Which 
he fays, . 
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LETTER Ml. 
«SIR, 


I have received ſeveral Letters from you, defir- 
ing an Interview, one on Saturday laſt. I pre- 
ſume the Purpoſe of Meeting is on a very particu- 
lar Subject, to which I was an Evidence. I by 
theſe inform you, I have no Objection, in order 
to inform you what I had related in a very extra- 
ordinary Affair that materially concerns you; 
as by Character you are a Gentleman of a very 
large Fortune, I make no Doubt that you will 
have any Objection, according to your Promiſes, 
in making me a genteel Compliment, adequate 
to the Confidence ſuch a Subject deſerves, and 
you may depend on the moſt profound Secreſy on 
- Oath, never to divulge what I know,” — 


"TW EESE TEETER. 


This, you ſee, is but Part of the Draught. He 
alſo confeſſed he was preſent at the writing ſeveral 
of theſe Letters; and particularly confeſſed writing 
the Letters of the 3d and 28th of March, and that 
he was to have had Part of the Money obtained 
from Mr. Morice. 

There was alſo found in Parry's Pocket Scrim- 
foaw's Draught of the Poſtſcript to the laſt Letter 
tent to GC/ing. | | 

And there was found in Roſs's Pocket a Letter 


from l hitmore of South- Audley Street, to him, in 
theſe Words: 


LETTER: XI. 
«SIR, 


© I forgot to caution you, leſt you ſhould, 
* through any Mittake, put forth any Advertiſe- 
ment 1elating to my Affairs, on any Account 
Xs * whatſoever, 
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© whatſoever. When you ſpeak to the Perſon you 
© mentioned, you may ſatisfy him, that a Troop 
© of Dragoons would be as agreeable as a Company 


of Invalids. ; 
© I am, &c. * Edward Mhitmore. 


It appears that theſe Office- Keepers had groſsly 
impoſed upon, and deceived this Gentleman, by 
telling him they had Intereſt with a Perſon that 
was able to procure him a Company of Inyalids ; 
and he, in Return, informed them, that a Troop: 
of Dragoons would be equally agreeable. 

Roſs was charged with his Part in this wicked' 
Conſpiracy, and he did not deny it; but his De- 
fence was, and which is very true, that he did not. 
write any of the Letters. 

Theſe are the ſeveral Circumſtances of this Caſe, 
in which you will' find Parry ſo deeply engaged 
in it, that I ſhould think it too much for theſe Per-- 
ſons, or either of them, to be convicted of fo foul: 
a Crime upon his ſingle Evidence, unſupported by 
other Evidence and Circumſtances. Parry deſerves 
Puniſhment ; but he, however, entertains Hopes 
of Forgiveneſs, and is encouraged only to entertain: 
theſe Hopes by his telling the whole Truth. I ad- 
mit that he comes under the Diſadvantage of an 
infamous Accomplice, and his Teſtimony deſerves 
Credit no further than it is ſupported by other Evi- 
dence : But when all the Circumſtances I have men» 
tioned come to be laid before you by Evidence, they 
will manifeſt the Guilt of the Priſoners to a De- 
monſtration; 


Peter Parry. I firſt became acquainted with the 
two Priſoners a little before Chri/tmas laſt; the 
kept an Intelligence-Office in the Flert- Marker, 
next Door to the Golden Key. I went there, and 
gave a Shilling, in order that they ſhould ꝑrocure 
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me a Place, either with a Shop-merchant, or in 
ſome Warehouſe. Mr. Scrimſbato and Mr, Ri- 
churdſon kept it at that Time. I uſed to call two or 
three Times a-Day, to enquire if they had heard 
of a Place. In December laſt, there were Mr, 
Steydall, Mr. and Mrs. Goſling, and myſelf, at the 
Fountain-Tavern on Ludgate-Hill, Mrs. Geſling 
went there in order to meet her Huſband ; and ſhe 
fell in a violent paſſion, threw Things about the 
Room, and, among other bad Names, called her 
Huſband a Buggerer. Mr. Richardſon ſent for me, 
about three or four Days after, to the Ear! of Mar. 
wick's Head in Fleet-Lane; my Wife went along 
with me; there were S:r;mfaw, Richardſon, and 
one Comſon an Attorney, There were alſo pre- 
ſent the Landlord, and a tall Gentleman. I had | 
been a good While out of Buſineſs, and had printed 

ſome Counterpanes, and Scrimfhaw ſaid he could 

" diſpoſe of them to good Advantage. I was to have 

met him that Night at the Golden Key that I went 

to the Fountain, Scrimſhaw aſked me the Reaſon 

I did not come that Night; I ſaid I was at the 

Fountain on Ludgate- Hill, He aſked me what 

brought me there ? I ſaid I went there with a Per- 

ſon that belonged to the ſame Houſe, and Mrs. 

G-/ling ; and that ſhe called her Huſband a Bugge- 

rer. As ſoon as I mentioned that, Scrimſba put 

his Finger to his Noſe, iatimating thereby I ſhould 

ſay no more. He deſired I would call the next Day; 

did, and found him at the Golden Key; there was 

| one Mr, Prince with him. Scrimſthaw aſked me to 

7 take a Walk with him; he ſaid he was to meet 

1 ſome Gentleman at John's Coſfte- houſe by Lincoln's 

Inn- Fields; we could not find the Gentleman he 

went after there; then he deſired I would meet him 

the next Day at Lambert's, at the Horſeſhoe, Char- 

ing-Crofs. I met him there accordingly : Comſen 
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aud Sc infaw were there. From thence we went 
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all three into the Park. Comſon there ſaid, I wiſh 
you good Luck, and left us. I heſe Words ſurpriſed: 
me. After that, Scrimſbato talked to me about 
Mrs. Gofling's charging her Huſband with being a 
Buggerer at the Fountain-Tavern, I repeated it to 
him. He then aſked me whether I knew Mr. Mo- 
rice, Goſling's Maſter ? I told him, No. He faid 
he was certain he was a Man of Fortune; and, if 
the Thing was well managed, it might be a Fortune 
to us beth. Scrimfhaw ſaid, if he was to have the 
Management of this Affair, he ſhould bring Mr. 
Mcrice to his Bearing, and we ſhould always have 
him between Finger and Thumb. - From thence 
we went to the Cocipit, (an Alehouſe) and had no 
more Diſcourſe about this, till we came there. 
Scrimſhaw there drew out ais Pen and Ink, and 
aſked me if Mr. Morice knew my Hand-writing ? 
I faid No. He ſaid, he did not chuſe he ſhould 
know his, till ſuch Time as he had ſounded him, 
to know how his Pulſe beat. He mended two- 
Pens, and then wrote a Letter, in order to ſend to- 
that Gentleman. 

2. Look upon this Letter. 

Parry. This is the very Letter. He wrote it 
with the Back-part of the Pen. Scrimſbatu ſent it 
to Mr. Morice with the Penny-Poſt. 

Mr, Morice. I received a Letter the 28th of Fe- 
bruary laſt, whether by the Penny-poſt, or how, I 
do not know: Here is the Penny-poſt Mark up» 
on it. | 

The Letter read; and is the ſame with No. I. be- 

fore inſerted. | 

O. Did you write an Anſwer to this Letter? 

Morice. i did, to let him know I ſhould be ready 
to hear what he had to tell me at the Hoop - Tavern, 
Coventry- Street, Piccadiily, on the next Saturday 
Evening exactly at Nine. It being a ſtrange Kind 
of a Leiter, I, then having two Servants in my 

Houſe, 
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Houſe, determined whichever of them came fir 
into the Room, ſhould copy over this Anſwer, and 
it happened to be Goſling. I did not chuſe that 


they ſhould ſee my Hand- writing. I ſent it by a 


Chairman to R. E. at the Paul's Head, Laurence. 
Lane. This is the Draught I drew (produces it) 
for my Servant to copy from. 

C:uncil. It cannot be read in Court, but the next 
Letter takes Notice of it. 5 

Parry. Scrimſhaw ſaid, If any Thing is obtain. 
ed of Mr. Morice, we will give Comſon 5 or 10 
Guineas: This was at the Cockpit. — 'Scrimſhaw 
deſired I would bring the Anſwer as ſoon as I re. 
ceived it. I had before aſked Scrimſbaw where the 
Letter muſt be directed that came in Anſwer ; he 
ſaid, not at-his Office; but wherever I had any 
Letters directed to me out of the Country, Then 
J fixed the Paul's Head, Lawrence-Lane, TI went 
there in a Day or two, and found a Letter directed 
to R. E. I opened and read it, and brought it to 
Scrim/ſhaw, He was at Mr. Lambert's ; I gave him 
the Letter, but it was not read there. I] here was 
no more ſaid about it that Night, but Scrimſbaio 
deſired I would meet him the next Day at Caytuaod's, 
a Public-houſe near Charing-croſs. I did not know 
that Comſon was to be there. There was Scrim- 


ſhaw and he, Cimſon drew up a Letter that 


was to be ſent to Mr. Morice. The Anſwer to the 
above Letter was then lying by us. Scrimſbato did 
not approve of Part of Comjon's Letter; ſo he drew 
out one himſelf, which was copied over, and it was 
ſent as he wrote it. 

Q. Look at this Letter. 

Parry This is the Letter. ä 

O. to Mr. Morice. Do you know any Thing 


* of this Letter? 


Morice. This Letter I received on a Saturday), 
the 
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the Day I wrote mine; therefore I did not imagine 
it came by the Penny poſt, but by a Meſſenger. 

The Letter is read; the ſame as No. 2. 

9, Did you anſwer this Letter ? 

Mor ice. I had an Anſwer wrote to it by the 
ame Hand, to let him know, that if I did not 
meet him that Sunday Night, as I was going out of 
Town the A. of the Week, I could not 
meet him for ſome Time, to hear what he had to 
ay. 

pf PR I went to the Paul's Head as ſoon as I 
thought an Anſwer could come there, and found a 
Letter, took it, carried it to the Mire near the 
Parliament-Houſe, and delivered it to Scrimſbau 
there. 

9, What did Scrimſbato ſay to you? 

Parry. I could not find him that Night, or there 
would have been a Meeting that Sunday; but I 
found him the next Day, being Monday, when he 
ſaid, he was ſorry that he had it not before. Then 
there was another Letter wrote, but I believe it was 
not ſent. It was about this Time that Richard- 
ſm and Roſs became acquainted with the Affair. 

9. When was the firſt Time you had any Con- 
verlation with either of them about it? 

Parry. Mr, Richardſon came to the Houſe where 
| lodged, at Mr. Fones's an Apothecary in Flet- 
Lane: He aſked me if that grand Aﬀair, that 
Scrimſbatu had taken in Hand was near compleated ? 
| told him I did not know of any grand Affair at 
all. I ſaw him next Day at his Offi e; then Ros 
was with him- At that Time Roſs was become a 
P.rtner with Scrimſbato and Richardſon ; there they 
aſbed me the ſame Queſtion. Richardſon aſked me, 
and Roſs was preſent. Then 1 did not imagine 
dcrimſhaw had told them. I made no Anſwer, but 
Richardſon (aid, I need not make it ſo ſtrange, for 
they knew of that grand Affair as well as I did; 

and 
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and if they did not partake they muſt pu. I told 
them, I ſuppoſed: they had it from Srrimſbato; we 
went from thence to the Gelden- Key, Richardſon 


and Refs ſaid, it might be a very good Thing if it 


was well looked after. Then it was agreed upon 
to write a Letter to Mr. Aforice ; and I copied a 


Letter that Richardſon. had prepared, and it was. 


ſent to Mr. Morice. 
. Look. at this Letter. 


Parry, This is my Hand-writing, and which I 
copied. from one drawn up by Richardſon, and was. 


ſent. 
Morice. I received this Letter the latter End of 
March. It is ſigned R. E. 


De Letter read; ſee No. 3. with this additional 


Peſliſcript. 
6 P. S. The above-mentioned Gentleman has 


© been 23 Years in the King's Service, been Cap- 


© tain-Licutenant upwards of. two Years, but left 
© his Promotion by being ſo far a Diſtance from his 
6 Friends.. His Father is now in a great Charac- 
*. ter abroad, and cannot make Intereſt: enough 
© without a Gentleman of your Rank. Let me 
have your Anſwer by to Morrow 10 O'Clock. 


2. Did you write an Anſwer to this Letter: 

Mor ice. did, to this Effect, That as I did 
not know what they had to diſcover to me, o | 
knew not how to promiſe any 'I hing till I had: 
Meeting, which I ordered on Monday, April 2, at 
the Hoop - Tavern. 

Parry. I went for this Anſwer, opened, and 
read it, and ſhewed it to /s and Richardſon, 
and they read it in the'r Office, 

2. Do you recolle&t any Converſation with 


theſe People, about Mr. Morice, at this To 
arty 


don 
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Parry. Yes; I ſaw Mr. R/; he told me he 
had been enquiring after Mr. Morice's Character, 
with an Acquaintance of his, who had a Place 
ſomewhere z this was at his own Door, where 
he lodged, in Long- Acre. It was about the 
Time that the next Letter was wrote to Mr. Mo- 
rice. 

9. What did Roſs ſay he had heard of Mr. Mo- 
rice? 

Parry. He ſaid he was a Gentleman of great 
Intereſt ; that he belonged to the Board of Gr#ens 
Chth; and that he had lately paid Smart-money, 
to the Amount of 15 or 1600 J. on a like Occa- 
hon. 

Had you ever any Diſcourfe with any of the 
others about Mr. Morice? 

Parry. Yes; I believe the next Day, with 
Scrimſhaw, at Mr. Lambert's, at Charing-Crofs. 
Scrimſhaw (aid, an Acquaintance of his had told 
him, that Mr. Morice was a Gentleman of Fortune, 
and of great Intereſt, and that he had lately paid 
dmart-money, to a conſiderable Sum, on a like 
Occaſion. ; | Z 

Do you recolle& your giving Scrimſhaw 
any Note of Hand, on any Account ? 

Parry. There was a Note given at the Cockpit 
about this; Scrimſhaw drew it up; but I can't tell 
the Subſtance of it. After this there was a Letter 
wrote at the King's-Arms in Holl) well-Street in the 
Krand; Scrimſhaw wrote it; but it was not ſent. 
2. Look on this Letter, and tell us who wrote 
It. * 

Parry. This is Scrim/haw's Hand-writing. I 
law him write it. . 

Mr. Steydall. I heard Mr. Scrimſbatu examined. 

Q: Look on this Letter. | | 

Steydall, This was taken upon Parry, and Mr, 
Scrimſhaw acknowledged, in my Hearing, that it 

| was 


- — 22 ” 
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was his own Hand- writing. This was before Mr, 

Fielding ; and when Parry was in the Round-houſe, 
C:vent-Garden, he tore off the Date of the Letter, 

The Letter read; ſee No. 12. 

O. to Parry, What were the Contents of that 
Note which Scrimſbato drew in Hollywell-Street ? 
Parry. He drew and] ſigned it; it was to take 
Half of whatever I obtained from Mr. Morice. 

2. Look at this Note. 

Parry. This is it. 

* Bteydall, This note was found upon Scrimſbau, 
and he acknowledged, before Mr. Fielding, it was 
his own Hand-writing. 

The Note read; the ſame as inſerted afier No. 3. 

Purry. Nothing more was done at that Mect- 
ing. After this, another Letter was wrote, when 
only Re, Richardſon, and myſelf, were preſent, 
Richardſ.n prepared the Draught, and I copied it. 

2. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. This is it; it is my Hand- writing. 

Morice. I received this Letter about the Time 
it bears Date; about the Beginning of April. 


The Draught found upon Parry, firfl read. 


* I did not know you was ſo far under a Cloud, 
not to know the full Meaning of my Letter, and 
hope you will now excuſe my undrawing the 
whole Curtain, as I am not certain it may fall 
into other Hands before it reaches your's ; but 
by what here follows, you will be able to unriddle 
the whole. I and two Gentlemen of my Ac- 
quaintance happened to be at a Tavern on Lud- 
« yate-Hill, a little while ago; where, in the next 


© Room, we heard a great Diſpute between a cer- 


c tain Perſon and his Wife; the Wife not only 
© charged her Huſband with Sodomitical Practices, 


(the laſt three Words ſeratched out) with not only 


one 


i 
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© one of your Domeſticks, but likewiſe an Infant 
i at H— a4, with Sod——1 Practices, which we, 
and I think all Mankind, ought to hold in the 
« preateſt Deteſtation. I went out of the Room 
we was in, with a Feint of making Water. The 
© Room-door they were in being open, the Gentle- 
man, who I then found to be one of your Domeſ- 
ties, called me in; the Wife ſtill exclaiming againft 
© him and you. I heard and ſaw the whole. Mr. 
© 7— G— promiſed, if I would keep Secrecy, any 
Thing in your Power would be granted. A few 
Hours after I had a Letter from you (ſcratched 
out) ſigned Williams, wherein you mention you 
would give a Bond if I would keep Secrecy, I, 
© for my Part, would comply, thinking you mean 
© an hundred Guineas. I ſhewed your Letter to 
© the other two, who ſays, if you comply with 
© the Propoſals mentioned in the laſt Letter from 
me, they would do the ſame, They are ready to 
© give you an Interview with me, when and where 


© you pleaſe, and you may depend upon the Ve- 


© racity of what they promiſe, as well as you. 

* Now, Sir, if you are willing to comply with 
the Propoſal in my laſt, it will bind us to Se- 
' crecy. If that is not agreeable, ſhall be glad to 
know what you are willing to do.“ 


Could this be a Letter copied from this 
Draught 7 
Par:y. This was drawn by Richardſon for me 
to copy from. 
O. This differs very greatly from that Letter 
how come that ? 


Parry. That J can't tell; I wrote it in their 
Preſence, 


The 


| 


284 Scrimſhaw and Roſs, 


The Letter read ; ſee No. 4. 


„Was it agreed that this Letter ſhould be 
ſent to Mr. Morice? 
Parry. It was; and it was fent by an Acquain- 
tance of Mr, Roſs's. 
©, te Mr. Morice. Did you ſend an Anſwer 


to this Letter? 


Morice. I did; they had excited my Curioſity 
by the firſt Letter, where they take notice that other 


People had ſaid ſomething to my Diſadvantage. |[ 


wrote for Anſwer, ©* That they might depend on a 
proper Return if they.made a Diſcovery anſwer- 
able to their Promiſe ; but I had ſomething elle 
to do than to waſte Time in writing Letters to 
no Purpoſe, and appointed them to meet me on 
the Morrow at the Ho2p-Tavern,” As I did not 
think proper to go myſelf, I was afraid to men- 
tion the Man's real Name, Geſling; fo I was ob- 
liged to give him ſome other Name, and in that 
Caſe he was to take upon himſelf the Name of 
Williams, (for I was not to appear, but he) and he 
was the moſt improper Man in the World to fend 
there, (though I did not know it at that Time) be- 
cauſe they knew him. | | 

Q. to Parry. Did you receive an Anſwer to this 
Letter ? | 
Parry. I did; and ſhewed it to Richardſon and 
Roſs ; and their Advice was, by all Means to go 
and meet Mr. Morice at the Hoop-Tavern: | went, 
and Richardſon and Roſs along with me. Going 
along, I faid, ſuppoſe Mr. Morice ſhould not com- 
ply in regard to the Captain's Commiſſion, what 
muſt I do? Then they ſaid, I muſt aſk him what 
he would give. I was alſo to ſay, that the two 
Perſons who were in the adjoining Room, were 
preſent, and ready to enter into any Agreement, 
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to do what he ſhould think proper, if he would 
do any Thing handſome; they bid me inſiſt upon 
5001. provided he did not comply with the Cap- 
tain's Commiſſion, which we deſigned for Mr. 
IVhitmore, and I was not to take under 300 J. and 
if the Gentleman had not ſo much Money, I was 
to inſiſt upon his Note. | 
. Which of them ſaid this to you ? 

Parry. Both of them did; Roſs firſt, and Ri- 
chardſon afterwards, I could not find Scrimſbatu that 
Morning to go along with us. We went to the 
Sign of the Black- Horſe, which is a Door or two 
from the Hoop-Tavern. I aſked for Mr. Williams; 
they ſent me up Stairs, and there I found Mr. Go/- 
lng; I did not ſtay above two Minutes, but went 
to the Black- Herſe again, being apprehenſive of be- 
ing diſcovered. Mr. Ging came down Stairs af- 
ter me to the Black-Horſe, and Mr. Roſs and he 
had fome Words before he came there. They in- 
ſiſted upon my going back again, but I would not; 
ſo we all went away about our Bufineſs, without 
doing any Thing. 

2. What were Roſs and Richardſon to have 
done in it ? | 

Parry. They were to have ſaid, they were in 
the adjoining Room, and overheard the Diſcourſe 
at the Fountuin-Tavern between Goſling and his 
Wife. Scrimſhaw was to have ſaid the ſame, had 
he been at any Interview with Mr. Morice. They 
6 three agreed to ſay this, provided they had ſeen 

im. 

2. When was the next Letter ſent ? 

Parry. The next Letter, I believe, was wrote 
at the Golden - Mey, by Fleet-Ditch ; there were pre- 
tent Roſs, Richardſon, and myſelf ; it was prepared 
dy Richardſon, ſent, and an Anſwer to it returned. 

2. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. 
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Parry. This is it; it was wrote by me from 
Richardſon's Copy. it 

Morice. I received this Letter on the 4th of 
April, the Day after I had been with Mr. Fielding, 
who was of Opinion I ſhould never hear any more 
from them. 

The Letter read; ſee No. 5. 

Morice. I ſent this to Mr. Fielding, and he ad- 
viſed me to write no Anſwer to it; then 1 directed 
Goſling to anſwer it. 

Jahn Gefling. This Letter I wrote an Anſwer 
to, 

Parry. This Letter came from Goſling direAcd 
to me. (See Letter 6.) I told the Contents of it 
to Roſi, Richard on, and Scrimſhaw. 

©. What did they ſay to it when you ſhewed 
it them. 

Parry. They were for my writing an Anſwer 
to it; an Anſwer was wrote, and I copied it. 

©. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. This is it, dated HYedn:ſday, April 11, 
1759. I wrote it from a Draught of Richardſon's, 
in Roſs's Preſence, 

Geſling. I received this Letter. 


The Letter is read; ſee No. 7, with the Additiin of 
this Poſiſeript. 


P. S. If you think by my plain Way of dreſs- 
ing I am a Perſon of no Conſequence, I refer 
you to Nicholas Kent, Eſq; of Cl'ffora's- Inn, and 
Francis Wardel, Eſq; of Caftle-Yard, to whom | 
pay an annual Rent of 123 /. per Annum, beſides 
a Sufficiency of my own; therefore, if you do 
not ſalve up the Matter, blame yourſelf for the 
* Conſequence. 


a ‚ «a K a 


Peter Parry. 
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. Do you pay that Rent annually ? 

Parry. did, for the Tithes of the Pariſh of 
Burtn, within a Mile and a Half of Park-Gate. 
| did live there, but loſt it by Misfortunes. I had 
the Term of 16 Years to come in it. 

9. 2 Scrim/haw ſee this Letter before you 
ſent it 

Parry. He did, and approved of it. 

Look at this Letter, 

Parry. I believe this Letter was wrote at Hib- 
bard's, at Charing-Croſs, by Scrimſhaw, and I co- 
pied it. | 

Geſling, I received this Letter. 

It is read; ſee No. 8. 

Council. Goſling having ſent his Letter to Parry 
ina Cover, they turned that Cover Inſide out, and 
incloſed in it this Letter to Goſling, and Scrimſhaw 
wrote the DireQion on this Cover. 

DO. to Parry. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. This is the Aaſwer I received from 
Go/ling to the Jaſt Letter, which I communicated 
to Roſs and Richardſon at their Office, and after- 
wards to Scrimſbato. 

[i is read; ſee No. g. 

©. Did you meet Ci at the King's» Head, 
in Drury- Lane, according to this Letter? 

Parry. No, I did not. 

2. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. This Letter I wrote either at the Of- 
fice, or at the Golden-Key, from a Draught pre- 
pared by Richardſ;n, in Refs and Richardſon's Pre- 
lence. It is dated April 25, 17 59. 

Hh is read; ſee Letter 10. 

OJ. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. This I wrote at the Rummer ; Roſs and 
Richardſon were preſent, who likewiſe. prepared the 
Draught, and J copied it, ſhewed it to Scrim/haw, 


and he approved of it, 
2. Who 
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Who wrote the Poſtſcript ? 

Parry. Scrimſbatu wrote that V. B. and I co- 
pied it, and ſent it away. 

Goſling. I received this Letter; but can't recol. 
le the Time. 

It is read; ſee Letter 11. 

Mr. Steydall. The Draught of this Poſtſcript, 
or N. B. was found in the Pocket of Scrimſbau 
when taken, 

2. to Goſling. Look at this Letter. 

Ging. This is an Anſwer that I ſent to Par, 
appointing him to meet me at the Golden-Key in the 
Fleet- Mar tet; it is dated April 30. 

©. to Parry. Look at this Letter. 

Parry. I his I received, and ſhewed it to R/ 
and Richardſon, at the Golden Key, but I could not 
find Scrimhaw. Roſs had left Wor@at that Houſe, 
that if any Body came there, and enquired for me, 
to ſhew them up Stairs, and ſend for me; I was 
in their Office at Fleet- Market. Goſling came to 
the Gclden Key, I went to him, and K, was im- 
mediately to follow me. There an Officer was 
ready, and I was taken up, carried before a Ma- 
giſtrate, and confeſſed the whole. 

| Scrimſhaw. He aſſerts J met him at the Goldi. 
Key; I would aſk him, whether ever ſince he has 
had any Connection in the Caſe, he ever ſaw me 
at the Golden- Key ? 

Parry. I have ſeen them there, but not on this 
Occaſion. 

Serimſhaw. He has ſaid, I wrote a Letter with 
the Back of a Pen; I beg to ſee that Letter. 

Parry. (Taking the Letter in his Hand) This 
I faw Scrimſhaw write, with the Back-part of the 
Pen, at the Cock: pit. 
 Scremſhaw. (Taking it in his Hand) I never 
penn'd one Letter of this. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Recorder. Take care how you give Parry 
C.edit, for he is ſo bad a Man that we cannot be- 
lieve him, unleſs he is ſupported by farther Evi- 
dence; perhaps you do not know that by theſe 
Queſtions you give him Credit, 

Scrimſhaw. There is another Letter that he ſays 
[| wrote, which is not my Hand- writing. (J. 7s 
put into bis Hand) This, he ſays, I wrote at Cay- 
wod's ; it is not my Hand-writing ; I never ſa it 
before. Again, Parry, ſays he, met me at the 
King's: Arms in Hellywdll-Street; I beg to know 
whether he ever ſaw me there in his Life? 

Parry, I am poſitive I ſaw him there. He 
wrote a Letter there which was not ſent; and it 
was there the Promiſſory Note was drawn. 

Serimſhaw. He fays, this Affair firſt began at 
the Galden-Kecy in Fleet- Market. or at our Office; 
i aſk him, whether he ever heasd it mentioned, or 
the leaſt Syllable relating to it, til he met me at 
Cazrv;od's in the Beginning of March, and deſired 


hs mz to go with him into the Pa k. 
by Mr. Recorder. You ſhall have an Anſwer to 


u. hat Queſtion if you chuſe it, but it is a very dan- 
zerous one. 
| Parry. The firſt Time that this was mentioned, 
was at the Earl of IVarwick%s Heal, at the Corner 
of the Ficet Market, when he put his Finger to his 
Mouth, and defired I would ſay no more till next 
his MW Morning. The ſecond Letter was wrote at Cay- 
us. 
ich Scr i uſato. There is a fourth Letter he men- 
tions; I would beg Leave to fee it, for I know it 
his is not my Hand writing; and likewiſe a Fifth. 
the Mr. Recorder. He did not ſay they were wrote 
by you. Mr. Ford will ſhew you what is charged 
ver % be wrote by you. 
Mr. Ford. Fiſt, here is the Body of the Note 
Ar. Nef Hand, (putting it into 8 Hand.) 


Vou, II. Ser im- 
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Scrimſhaw. I did not write this. 

Parry, I ſaw you write it. 

Ford. Here is a N. B. ſaid to be wrote by you, 
(putting it into his Hand.) 

Scrimſhaw, This was taken from Parry's own 
Pocket. But he did not deny his writing it. 

Ford. Here is the ſecond Letter to Ging, the 
Direction ſaid to be wrote by you, (putting it inty 
his Hand. ) | 

Scrimſhaw. This is not my Hand- writing, 

Ford, Here is the ſeventh Letter, ſaid to be co- 
pied from a Draught of Scrimfhaw's, (putting the 
Draug/t inte his Hand.) 

Parry. This was wrote by Scrimſbato at Hib- 
bard's. 

Ford. Here is another ſaid to be your Hand- 
writing, found in your own Pocket, (he takes it in 
his Hund.) 

Scrimſhaw made no Anſwer to this, 

Roſs. Whether Parry did not declare to me, 
in New-Priſen, that he was offered Bribes to come 
to Terms, in ſwearing on the Indictment againſt 
Scrim/haw and me. 

Parry. I was never offered a Farthing. 

Did you ever, in any Priſon, ſay to any 
Body, that you had been offered any Bribe or Re- 
ward, to give Evidence on this Affair? 

Parry. The Priſoners have aſked me, if I was 
not bribed; I told them no; no Body ever gave me 
a Farthing. 

Roſs, Whether he is not to have ſome Reward, 
or Fee, or Gratuity, for giving his Evidence? 

Parry. No, I never was to have any. 

©. Do you expect any? 

Parry. No, I do not. 

2. Has any been promiſed you? 


Roß. 
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Roſs. Whether you did not declarc to me, in 
New- Priſon, that it is not in their Power to hurt 
you, ſaying, I have thrown them on their Backs; 
for what has been acted by Steydall and Goſling, I 
am capable of throwing their Indictment all aſide. 

Parry. I never mentioned theſe Words in my 
Life, nor heard them mentioned. 

Do you expect, in conſequence of impeach- 
ing theſe People, that you yourſelf ſhall not be pro- 
ſecuted ? 

Parry. I cannot tell whether I ſhall be pri e- 
cuted or not; I hope not. 

Mr. Morice. I never ſaw Parry in my whole 
Life till this Morning; then he went down of his 
Knees, and begged Mercy of me. 

Have you had Promiſes made you from Mr, 
Mor ice, or any Perſon on his Account, that you 
ſhall have any Reward, or any Thing elle, in con- 
ſequence of your telling the Truth concerning theſe 
People ? 

Parry. No, never in my Life. 

2 Did you ever make any Declaration to Roſe, 
of your having it in your Power to defeat this Pro- 
ſecution ? 

Parry. No, never in my Life. 

Roſs. Whether he did not defire that one Mr. 
Jones and his Wife ſhould be called as Evidences, 
relative to this Affair when tried? 

Parry. I ſaid, perhaps it might be proper to 
have Me. Jones and his Wife called. 

Roſs. Whether you did not ſay, without the 
Wife of John Goſling there could be no Trial? 

Parry. I never ſaid ſo. I heard Scriniſbato ſay 
ſo, | 
Roſs. Did not you tell me, that when you was 
examined before Mr. Fielding, you did not ſwear 
that Samuel Scrimſhaw, John Roſs, and 7 Ri- 
chardjon, did frequently meet about this Affair? 

O 2 Parry. 
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Parry. In the Examination that Juſtice Hell. 


ing's Clerk drew out, it was put in, that Samuel 


Scrin ſhaw, John Rof5, and John Richardſon, did 
meet all together; but I told Mr. Fielding that was 
not right, for they all three never were together at 
one 1 ime, about this Affair with me. 

Roſs. We are able to prove ue have not ſeen 
one another for three Months, But I ſee the Evi- 
cence Parry is fully determined to ſwear, be the 
Conſequence what it will; ſo I will ſay no more. 

George Steydall. I was at the Meeting at the 
Fountain-Tavern on Ludgate. Hill, I went there 
along with 7:hn Gefling. There was a Miſunder- 
ſtanding between Ging and his Wife; they had 
parted in [re/and; and when Mr. Mor ice came to 
Town, Ging came to me, and begged I would 
go with him to meet his Wife at the Fountain; 
there ſhe was in a violent Paſſion, and amongęſt 
other Names, did call her Huſband Buggerer. 


2. Was Mr. Morice's Name mentioned there 
at that Lime? 


Steydal!, No, not once. 
Q: Was you at Juſtice Fielding's when the Pri- 
ſoners and Parry were there? 


Steydall. I was; there were ſome Letters pro- 
duced. 


2. Lock at this Letter. 

Stendal. This was delivered to me by Mr. Me- 
rice, and it was ſhewn to Scrimſhaw, and he ac- 
knowledged it to be his own Hand-writing. He 


was then under Examination. 


E Whether, in order to obtain ſuch a Con- 
feſſion, any undue Meaſure was taken? 

Steydall. No, none at all; he acknowledged it 
very frankly and freely. 


I Look at this Letter, (the ſecond Letter put 


#nto his Hand. ) 


Steydall. 


all, 


* 
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Steyd. Il. This was ſhewn him; this he acknow- 
ledged to be his own Hand- writing, in the ſame 
free Manner as before. I had him ſearched, and 
gave the Papers found upon him to the Officer. 
This Promiſſory Note, (raking it in his Hand) was 
found in Scrim/haw's Pocket-book, and he freely 
owned he wrote the Body of it. This, (another 
Paper) was found in Parry's Pocket; it is the V. B. 
] ſhewed to Scrimſbato, and he acknowledged it to 
be his Hand-writing, There was alſo a Piece 
of a Letter found upon Parry; I ſhewed it to- 
ScrimſLaw, and he acknowledged it to be his Hand- 
writing. There was found upon Roſs a Letter, ſent 
by Mr. Jhitmore to them about a Commiſſion. 

2. Did Scrimbawy own or deny a Conſpiracy ? 

Steydall. He partly owned it ; 1. e. he did not 
deny it when charged with it; and acknowledged 
he wrote two of the Letters. 

Reſi. Parry ſaid to me, that Mr. Steydall and 
Goſling came frequently to New-Priſon to him, to 
tell him he was not to be hurt, and deſired him, 
not only once, but frequently, to ſay that Scrim- 
ſhaw was concerned in a Conſpiracy with Richard- 
ſen and me: The Queſtion is, Whether Mr. Stey- 
dall was not privy to telling Parry, that he was to 
have a handſome R-ward for his Trouble? 

Steydall. There never was any Promiſe made 
to Parry that I know of, 

Roſs. When Parry was brought before the 
Grand Jury, whether Mr, Steydall did not defire 
Parry to inſiſt upon one particular Letter, that it 
ſhould not be read before the Grand Jury? 

Steydall. I never heard of any ſuch Thing till. 
this Moment. TI read every Letter to the Grand 
Jury myſelf, and did not ſuppreſs one Syllable. 

Roſs. Whether Mr. Sreydall did not deſire Par- 
ry, not to inſiſt upon bringing the Wife of Goſ- 
ling, and Mr. Jones and his Wife to the Trial ? 

| 93 Steydall. 
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St. da. This is the firſt Time of my hearing 
any I hing of this, 

Refs. I do not think it neceſſary to aſk Mr. 
S'eydall any more Queſtions, I believe he is an 
honeſt Man; but Parry is a very bad Man. TI he 
Rev. Mr. Maſon is a principal Evidence for me, 
but he is not here. 

Roſs. Mr. Gefling, whom did you fee at the 
| Heoop-Tavern ? 

Geſiing, Parry came to me, but did not ſta 
any Time. I followed him to the Bach- Here; 
there I found Mr. R/ and another Man, whom 
they ſay was Richard ſan. 

Eatbard Parker, I live at the Guy of Harwich, 
at the Corner of Fl-et-Lane. I have ſcen Parry 
| about three 'F'imes ; once or twice along with Scrim- 
i fan; ene Time ] particularly remember, 

* ©. Was any Body elſe in Company ? 
g Parker. There was Ry with them, and an— 
other little Man. 

©. How many Times may you have ſeen them 
together? 

Parter. I have ſeen them twice together; that 
is, Parry, Scrimſtaw, and R/. Scrimſba and 
Kc kept an Office of Intelligence; 1 did not know 
who were the Partners, Richardſon was a little 
Man; he might be one of the Partners; he wes 
backwards and forwards there: I can't ſay that J 
ſaw them all together. 

Do you know Comſon, an Attorney ? 

Parker. I do, I ſaw him with Scrimpaw; and 
I have ſeen Scrimfhaw at my Houſe about a Dezen 
Times. 

Mrs. Green. I keep the Goldin K-y at the Cor- 
ner of Fleet-Mprhet, next Door to Mr. Richard- 
%s Office. I do not know whether Scrim/haw 
belonged to it or not; he uſed to be in it ſome- 
Times; they frequently uſed my Houſe, I have 
| ſeen 


Us 
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ſeen Scrimſhaw and Roſs there, and Parry with 
them, I believe, half a Dozen Times. 
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Scrimſhaw's Defence. 


I beg Leave to obſerve to this honourable Court, 
that I neither know Mr. Morice nor Mr. Ging, 
* that I never ſaw either of them, till I faw 
Goſling with Juſtice Fielding. I will defy 
wr "Mao | in the World to ſay, that he ever heard 
me ſpeak a Word to the Bae eden of Eſ- 
quire Morice. Parry did mention to me an Af- 
fair he had with a Gentleman, and ſaid, he had 
received ſeveral Letters, and that he deſired him 
to meet him at the Heap Tavern in Ceventry- 
Street, I had a good deal of Converſation with 
him about it. I told him he ſhould be cautious 
how he meddled with Gentlemen's CharaQters, 
He told me, he had ſomething to ſay to the 
Gentleman ; and that he had ſent to him to come 
to him, that he might divulge what he had heard ; 
I never ſpoke a diſreſpectful Word of E quire 
Mhrice. I have heard he is a very worthy Gentle- 
man, and I am forry he ſhould think, that I have 
been any Way inſtrumental in attempting to hurt 
or touch his Character any Way whatever. I 
am very cautious in touching any Man's Charac- 
ter. After | had the Misfortune to be acquainted 
with this Parry, I heard ſomething laid to his 
Charge by Parry that was bad. I had not ſeen 
Parry a conſiderable Time. I wrote him a Let- 
ter, that I believed him to be a very bad Man, as 
[ apprehended he wronged a very worthy Gentle- 
man's Character, and told him, I hoped he would: 
be careful.“ 


Council. Look upon this Letter. (This was 


found in Parry's Pectet boot when taken.) 


. Scrimſhaw. 
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Scrimſbatu. This is the Letter; I defire it may 
be read, J 


« Mr. Parry, 


© I received a Billet from you, with initial Let- 
ters, which I believe meant Mr. Goſling : I ac- * 
2 appointed the Houſe the Corner of 
Buckingham-Court : You never came, nor have 
heard of you ſince; which gives me Reaſons to 
believe, that your Tale on that reproachful Af. 
fair, was calculated to anſwer ſome private End 
of your own; and ſtrongly corroborates with ſe- 
veral Circumſtances, I have lately been informed 
of, relative to yourſelf. If ſo, think how greatly 
you have abuſed the Character of a Gentleman of 
Fortune, and of which ſcandalous Reports l 
ſhould think it Juſtice to inform him ; if not, 
{bould be glad to be convinced to the contrary, 
* and other Affairs, that are greatly to your Pre- 
judice, and deſire you to conſider, when I lent 
* you that Money, I greatly wanted it myſclf. 

* I am yours 


. ˙· ⁰ —⁹»Aͥͥ̊̊ Md d arid ie 


* Samutdl Scrimſt aw.” 


H. S. Pleaſe to be on Saturday Morning, at 
© 10 o' Clock, at the Houſe in Buckinghan- 
* Street,” 


Thurſday the 26th, 1759. 


Mr. Ford, I have looked into the Almanach, 
and find there was no other Thurſday which hap- 
pened on the 26th but that of April. 

Scrim/haw. One Thing 1 have to obſerve; [ 
never was with Parry in the City of Lo: don, from 
the firſt Time he mentioned any Thing relating to 


the Proſecutor ; nor I never ſaw him in the City 
fince, wh.ch he very well knows, I bid him be 


careful 
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careful how he meddled with a Gentleman's Cha- 
racter, and told him, I thought the Gentleman. 
ſhould rather puniſh him, than give him a Re- 
ward. 


Roſs's Defence. 


© I have nothing to give the Court any Trouble 
about. My Lord, you have heard, that in all 
the Letters produced, that have been read, that 
I never wrote, ſealed, or delivered, and (if Parry 
had told the Truth) never indited one Syllable, 
as God is my Judge; he is the only Judge that 
knows the Wickedneſs of the Evidence. | ne- 
ver ſaw Peter Parry write one Scribe with a Pen. 

I never had one of the Letters that came from 

the honourable Gentlemen, whom I never ſaw 
in all my Life. I hope the Court will conſider 
I am a poor unfortunate Man, and grant me 

Mercy. I have a Wife and two ſmall Children, 

and quite innocent, We have Circumſtances: 
every Day of the Badneſs of Parry; and had we 

had the Liberty to put off our Trial, I believe we 

could have proved him perjured : Phat I am 

pretty ſure of. I believe Parry is the whole and 
© ſvle Inventor of this wicked Affair.“ 


C/ / / 


2. to Steydall. Did Rofs conſeſs any Thing be- 
fore the Juſtice ? 

Ste dall. He confefſed that he was privy to the 
zd and 4th Letters dictated by Rz.hardſon, in his 
Preſence, 

Refi, Whether I ſaid I ever had one of them in: 
my Hand ? | 

Steydall. That I cannot ſay. 

2. Did you obſerve him to look at either of 
the Letters, at the Time he owned he. was privy to- 
them ? 

O 5 .  Steydall,. 
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Stexdall. All the Letters were read in their Or. 
der; theſe two Letters Parry pointed out, and ſaid 
Nos had a Hand in them, to which Roſs owned he 
was privy. | 

Roſs. They might be read to me; but if I was 
to be put to Death, I cannot recolle& one Syllable 
of one Letter. I beg Leave to aſk the honour- 
able Court, (as I am a Stranger to the Courts in 
England) whether it is a common Rule to enquire 
into the Characters of Evidences, or not? 

Mr. Recorder, It is very common; and I ſhall 
tell the Jury, they are not to believe the Evidence 
which Parry has given upon his own Credit, 

Roſs. Whether Men that are in a public Way 
of Buſineſs, are not often to be ſeen in different 
Companies, and cannot ſay u hether they are honeſt 
or diſhoneſt? We pay 161. a-Year, and keep an 
Office, I have Circumſtances with regard to the 
Lettets, ſaid to be copied from Richard/on's Draught 
in my Preſence. 1 do not know, that for a Week 
together, I was two Hours in a Day in my Office, 
J kept at the Coffee-houſe, the Place of meeting 
Gentlemen in my Buſineſs. I do not know that I 
ever ſaw a Letter that either Parry or Richa» don 
had wrote: I have ſeen them writing at the Deſk. 
when I have come in. If I knew myſelf guilty, I 
ſhould not have ſpoke one Syllable. I never con- 
teſled any one Circumitance, only one Letter. 


To Sciimſhaw's Charatter. 


Milliam Dodd, I am a Perriwig- maker, and 
have known Scrimſhaw 18 Years, I never heard 
any Thing bad of him. He was aPerriwig-maker; 
I have dealt with him; I always believed him to be 
an honeſt Man. 

William Batlee. IT am a Perriwig-maker, and 
have the Huncur 10 work for his Royal Highneſs 


tac 
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the Prince of abs. I have known Scrimſhaw I7 


1 or 18 Years. I never knew any Harm of him in 
my Life. 
William Erinley. I am a Linen-draper, and live 
$ at Charing- Cr,; I have known Scrimſba about 


14 Years. I never knew any Thing ill of his Cha- 
racter in my Life, He kept a Perriwig-maker's 


: Shop pretty near where I live. He had Misfor- 

e tunes come upon him, but I never heard any ill of 
him. 

ql Thomas Hearne. I am a Hair-ſeller; I have 

e known him about 10 Years. Heis an honeſt Man. 
for what I know. 

. To Roſs's Charatter. 

k Thimas Hunter. I am a Stay-maker. I have 

T known Ns upwards of 9 Years; he always was a 


very honeſt Man. I never knew any ill of him to 

K this preſent Moment. 

John Read, I have known him 5 Years; his 

5 Character was always good ſince I knew him. 

S Foſeph Briggs. I was bred to the Law original. 

[ age f 
ly, but have been 18 Years a Stationer in Lincoln 

y Ian. I have known Ro ſince November Jaſt ; and 

1 have had ſome Converiation with him, and found : 
him to be a very honeſt good Man. 

: R:fi, It was in the Month of Ocober laſt that 

I came to London, 

The Jury went out; and in about 7 Minutes, 
returned with their Verdict, both Guilty. 


0 

d They received Sentence, To be impri/on:d in bis 

; Mu fly's Gail of Newgate for the Term of three, 

e Years; and ti ftand in the Pillory tw ce; once at the 
per End of Cheaplide, and once h) Fleet - duch. 

d 
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Mary Edmondſon, fer Murder. February, 
1759. 
T the Aſſizes held at King ſton in Surry, for 


March, 1759, Mary Edmondſon was indicted 
for the wilful Murder of Suſannah Falter, Widow, 


February 23, 1759. 


Ann Toucher. I know the Priſoner at the Bar, 
and was quite intimate with the Deceaſed. She 
has told me ſeveral Times, that ſhe had loſt Coals 
out of her Coal hole, a Stone- Bottle, a new Mop, 
and other Things, which were afterwards found 
in the Neceſlary-houſe. I was at her Houſe the 
23d of February, about half an Hour after 7 o'Clock; 
the Priſoner was there ſcouring her Candleſticks; 
I ftaid talking with the Deceaſed about 10 Minutes, 
then went away; ſhe ſent the Prifoner home with 
me, as I lived juſt acroſs the Way; and ſhe, the 
Deceaſed, came to the Door with a Candle in her 
Hand to light me. 

£, Did you obſerve the Dreſs of the Priſoner ? 

Touche. She was in the common Dreſs ſhe uſed 
to be, 

2. Had ſhe a chequed Apron on? 

Toucher, Indeed I cannot ſay. 

2, Was there any other Perſon in the Houſe, 
at the Time you left Mrs. Halter the Deceaſed ? 

Tocher. No, there was not. 

2, Did any Body live with her ? 

J,ucher. No; but Mis. Rebicca Sparreto came, 
at 9 o'Clock, as it was her Cuſtom to lay with 


her, and the Priſoner uſed to lay with them. 


How is the Deceaſed's Houle ſituate ? 
Toucher. It is in the Town; there is a Back- 
yaid to it, which leads to Mr, Richard's Timber— 
yard ; 
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yard; but there is no Way of getting out, with- 
out getting over high Pales. 

Flix. Lawſon. I live very near the Deceaſed, 
almoſt oppolite, and was acquainted with her, I 
knew the Priſoner, The Deceaſed informed me 
that ſhe had loſt ſeveral Things. 

2. Did you ever hear the Priſoner ſay ſo? 

Lawſon, I neverdid. I was with the Deceaſed 
about a Quarter after 6 the Evening the Murder 
was committed; the Priſoner was ſcouring her 
Braſſes. N 

2, Did you obſerve her Dreſs? 

Lawſon, No, I cannot ſay what her Dreſs was 
particularly. 

Was there any Body lived with her ? 

Lawſon. None that I know of but the Priſoner. 
Mrs. Sparrow uſed to come and Jay with her, but 
ſhe was not there at that Time, nor any Body 
elſe. 

2. Did you obſerve what Apron the Priſoner 
had on ? | 

Lawſon, No, I cannot ſay what Apron ſhe had 
on at that Time, 

Ruth Tage. As near as I can remember, on the 
23d of February, before 8 o'Clock, as I was go- 
ing down the Right hand Side of the Way, giving 
the Cry of Oyſters; I heard a Door open on the 
Left-hand Side ; turning myſelf I ſaw it open, and 
a Woman came to the Door; ſhe came to the 
Step, and ſaid, Murder! Then turned ro me again, 
and cried Murder! She came from the Step of the 
Door a-croſs the Way where I was, and ſaid again, 
Murder! Mrs. Odell hearing a Noi, opened her 
Door, and ſaid, What is the Matter? The Pri- 
ſoner ran into Mrs. Odell's Houſe, and called out, 
Murder! Murder! Preſently, ſhe came out again, 
and cried out, Murder! Murder! and then I loit 


her, 
Sarah 
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Sarah Odell. I live right againſt the Deceaſed. 


On the 23d of February the Priſoner came into m 


Houſe, and cried out, Murder! They have killed 


my Aunt ! She ftaid about a Minute, and 1 faw 
her no more that Night. 


Foſeph Holloway. On the 23d of February, I | 
was at the Sign of the Noa/'s- Ark in Rotherhithe, | 


which is about fifty Yards from the Deteaſed's 
Houſe. About a Ger before 8 the Priſoner 


cried out Murder! and faid, ſomebody had killed 
her Aunt. There were about ſix or ſeven Officers 


there; we went over the Way with her to fee what 
was the Matter ; when I came in there, the De- 
ceaſed lay on her Right-ſide dead, on the Ground- 


| floor, with her Throat cut; her Feet lay towards 
the Fire-ſide, and her Face towards a little Table 


that ſtood juſt by her, on which there was ſome 
Linen. T looked round, and faid, This is very odd, 
this Woman is murdered, let us examine the Girl; 
ſhe was then at a Neighbour's Houſe, right againſt 
where the Deceaſed lived. I aſked the Priſoner if 
there was any Thing taken away? She ſaid, Ves; 
the Watch that hung over the Mantle-piece. When 
we aſked her in what Manner the Thieves came in, 
ſhe ſaid, Four Men came in at the Back- door; 
aſked her what they ſaid to her; ſhe ſaid, One of 
the Men took hold of her Aunt's Arms, and put 
his Arms round her Neck. I aſked her what they 
did to her; ſhe ſaid, a tall Man in a black Cap 
took hold of her Shoulder, and bid her hold ber 
Tongue or he would kill her; and ſhe ſaid ſhe 
would hold her Tongue. I told her, I ſaw a Mark 
on her Left hand, as if it was cut with a Kniſe 
acrols her Fingers; I aſked her how ſhe came by 
that; ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſtrove to get out of the Door, 
and the Man jammed her Fingers between th: 


Door and the Door-caſe. I ſaid, it was very odd 
her Fingers ſhould be jammed there, I aſked her, 


wlether 
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whether they knew her Aunt was dead; ſhe ſaid, 
they did : Said I, I do not believe but you have 
killed your Aunt and looking at her Fingers, I 
inſiſted upon it: Then ſhe ſeemed to make a ſham 
Faint. There was then an Officer ſtanding by, 
the Conſtable. I ſaid, it was proper ſhe ſhould be 
taken before a Juſtice and examined, for I really 
believed her to be the Perſon who had murdered 
her Aunt. She was not taken in Cuftody that 
Night, but lay at Mrs. Taucher's. 

9, to Mrs, Toucher. Did the Priſoner lay at 
your Houſe that Night ? 

Toucher. She dic; I had a Woman and one of 
my Maids to lay with her, as ſhe was accuſed of 
Murder. 

9. to Holloway. Did ſhe ſay ſhe was in the 
Room when they killed her Aunt ? 

Halloway. She faid, her Aunt went to let the 
Cat in at the Back-door ; that then came in the 
four Fellows, and ſhe was then in the Room with 
her Aunt, 

I, How far off was this Back-door ? 

alloway. I know nothing of that; I did not 
20 backwards; the Deceaſed lay by the Side of the 
Table, where ſhe always uſed to ſit to work. 

©. Did you ſee any Blood upon the Priſoner's 
Cloaths ? 

Ho lotvay. There was ſome upon the checqued 
Apron ſhe had on then, and ſome upon her Cap, 

2, Are you ſure it was a chequed Apron ? 

Hollzway. It appeared to me that it was. 

5 Was ſhe blooded upon this ? 

ollsway, Les, the Gentleman is here who 

let her blood. 
| John Hillter, I live at Cuctelu's Point, ] knew 
che Deceaſed, but had but a Night Knowledge of the 
| Wl Prifoner. I was at the Neoa#s Ar ſpending the 


S 
„kvening with ſome Friends. About a Quarter be- 


; fore 


ine ſaid, this tall Fellow in a Jockey's Cap, took 
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fore 8 the Priſoner came in, and ſaid her dear Auzt | 


was murdered, and ſhe had made her Eſcape. We 


went and found the Deceaſed lying on her Right- 
ſide, with her Head within her Arm, and was dead. 
I was the firſt that took hold of her; when we 
took the Deceaſed off the Floor, the Blood was al. | 
moſt cold. I wiped the Blood away with my 
Handkerchief, . and perceived that her Face was 
much bruiſed on the Right ſide. I imagined, | 
when ſhe was down, her Head had been pommel- 


led againſt the Floor. 
2 Did it appear to you that ſhe had ſtrug- 
led! 
8 Hillier. It did, becauſe the Chair was broke 
which the Deceaſed ſat on. 
: Was it the Fore-part or Back-part of her 
Head that was bruiſed ? 

Hillier, Juſt here, my Lord, (pointing to the 
Rigbit- ſide of his Head, near his Forehead) and there 
was a Cut on her Upper-lip. The Cap of the De- 
ceaſed lay juſt by her upon the Floor, and ſeemed 
as if it had been dipped in a Tub of Blood, 

85 Had you any Converſation with the Priſoner ? 

illier. Aſter the Deceaſed was ſet in a Chair, 
and the Surgeon come, and we found ſhe was dead, 
I went to the Houſe where the Priſoner was, one 
Mrs. Camphere's, over againſt the Deceaſed's Houle, 
there I ſew the Priſoner blooded by the Surgeon, 
and held the Baſon ; this was the ſame Evening; 
When ſhe came to herſelf, I aſked her how theſe 
ſuppoſed Murderers got into the Houſe ? She ſaid, 
her Aunt went to call in the Cat, and four Fel- 
lows got into the Houſe, one a tall Fellow, with 
a Waiſtcoat and a Jockey's Cap; that one of them 
took hold of her Aunt, forced her into the Chair, 
wen threw her down upon the Floor, and cut her 
{'hroat; which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſaw done. Then 


hold 
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hold of her, and ſhoved her up againſt the Win- 


dow, on the Left-hand-ſide of the Door as you go 
into the Houſe, and told her, if ſhe would hold 
her Tongue, they would not murder her; which 
ſhe ſaid the conſented to; that the other three had 
a Candle, and ſtood at the Foot of the Chamber- 
ſtairs, as if they intended to go up; that while they 
ſtood there, this tall Fellow in the Jockey's Cap 
proceeded to take the Watch, which hung over the 
Mantle piece ; while he was going to take it, ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe ſlipt back the Lock of the Door, (it is a 
Spring- Lock) which is near the Window, and got 
out, after receiving ſome Damage on her Fingers, 
which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe received between the Door, 
after ſhe had puſhed back the Lock ; I obſerved her 
Left-hand was hurt. I examined the Deceaſed ; 
the Wound was on the Left ſide, but the Wind- 
pipe was not cut, 
2: Did you obſerve the Priſoner's Dreſs at that 
Time? | 
Flillter. She had a chequed Apron on, and 
there was Blood upon it. 
A. Did you obſerve this before ſhe was blooded? 
Hillier, I did not; I would not tell a Lie for the 
World. I obſerved her Cap, that it was bloody 
on the Left-ſide in fix or ſeven Places. 
Was that before or after ſhe was blooded ? 
Hillier, That was before ſhe was blooded, I 
was at the Search the next Day ; the Coroner and 
we went all over together; while we were ſearch- 
ing for the Watch in ſeveral Places, I happened to 
go into the Waſh-houſe, and ſtooping down, ſaw 
the Handle of a Knife in the Aſh- hole of the Cop- 
per; it was in a good Way; I kneeled down and 
took it out; it was bloody quite up to the Handle. 
Nid any Thing elle happen ? 
Hillier. An Apron was found, and brought by 
another Perſon, 
O. Did 
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2. Did you ſearch. up Stairs ? 

Hillier. No. 5 

Do you know any Thing of the Watch ? 

Hillier, That was nn over to the Noah's. 
Ark afterwards. 

* Should you know the Knife was you to ſee 
it? 

Hillier, 1 ſhovld. ( The Knife araduced; a com- 
mon Caſe-knife, covered with Blood.) | 

Thomas Savage, I was at the Neoah's- Ark upon 
the Inqueſt ; this Knife was delivered to me by Mr, 
Hiller. | | 

Hillier. This is the Knife that J found all 
bloody. I aſked, the Friſones if ſhe knew that 
Knife; the ſaid, no. 

Was ſhe by when you Cd it! | 

Hiller, She was over the Way when the 
Search was made ; we ſent for her, and I held the 
Knife to her. There were ſeyeral other Knives 
of the ſame Kind in a Table-drawer, that ſtood 
juſt under the Window, in the Room where the 
Deceaſed was murdered; I compared them toge- 
ther, and they were alike. 

Fobn Warren, I live about three Doors from 
the Deceaſed's Houſe. On the 24th of February, 
as I was fitting in my Family, and Mr. [nwoed 
with me, before 8 o'Clack, I heard ſomething oi 
a Noiſe. . rfl 

2. What Day of the Week was this? 

Narren. On a Friday Night, 

Ceurt, That was the 23d. 

l arren. I ſaid to Mr. /nwoed, there is a Noiſe 
at Mrs. IZalker's Door; I went there, Mr. {n1v:4 


followed me; the Deceafed was then taken oft 


from the Ground, and ſet in a Chair. I ſaw her 
Throat was cut; Mrs. Toucher was behind the 


Door; ſhe ſaid, For God's Sake, Mr. Laren, go 


home with me, or [I ſhall drop down; I did, and 
came 
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came no more that Night. On Saturday, Mr. 
Aon, the Coroner, was ſent for. I, and fix or 
even more went over to the Deceaſed's Houle, to 
ſee what we could find out with regard to the Mur- 
der. After ſearching ſome Time, I opened the 
Copper-door, and from where the Firing is put in, 
pulled out a bloody Apron. This Coppes was 
in a little back Place adjoining to the Floor where 
the Deceaſed was murdered ; it was a very little 
Place. 


[The Con/table produces à chequed Apron, much 
tained with Blood in the Middle, and one Side, and 
as, This is what Mr.Y/arren delivered to me.] 


MHarren. This is the Apron I took out of the 
Copper-hole. There was another Apron brought 
by the Conſtable from over the Way where ſhe 
was blooded, 

2, to the Conſtable. What do you know of 
that other Apron ? 

Con/lable. I know no more of it than what Mrs. 
Themas, where I fetched it from, told me; ſhe is 
not here, 

Court. That is not Evidence. 

Edward Feſferies. My Lord, we thought it 
needleſs to bring Mrs. Thomas, becauſe the Priſoner 
owned it was her Apron. After the bloody Apron 
was found, we aſked the Priſoner where the Apron 
was ſhe went out of the Houſe in? She ſaid, it 
vas at Mrs. Thomas's, the Houſe where ſhe was 
»o0ded. The Conſtable was ſent over to the 
louſe to demand it. 

2. to the Conftable. Was you ſent over for that 
Wer ? 

Cn/table, J was; and it was delivered to me- 

s the Apron the Piiſoner left there, (Preduced 
vith Dirt and Blaad upon it.) 

Tefferies. 
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Fefferies. We ſhewed this to the Priſoner ; ſhe 


ſaid, the had fell down; we ſaid, it was bloody too; 


ſhe ſaid, that was done by being blooded. 

Court, Compare thefe Aprons. 

Fefferies, They appear to me to be alike, but 
not quite the ſame ; pleaſe to let any of the Ladies 
in Court look at them, who are better Judges. 


[They were meaſured by a Lady in Court, and one 
of them appeared to be conſiderably longer than the 
other, but ihe Pattern ©" the Cheque was near alike. 


O. Did you aſk the Priſoner, whether that was 
her Apron which was found in the Copper- hole ? 

Fejjrries. She ſaid, ſhe did not know. When 
the bloody Knife was found, the Coroner aſked 
for the Family-knives; I ſaid, if you look in the 
Table-drawer you will find them; he did; and it 
was compared with them, and anſwered exactly 
both to Mark and Wear. 
. How came you to go to the Houſe of the 
Deceaſed ? | 

efferics. T was ſpending the Evening at the 
Horns, at Cuckold's-Point, when it was reported 
Mrs. Valter was murdered. Myſelf and Mr. 
Chapman were appointed Executors to the Deceaſed, 
which Mrs. Toucher knew, and therefore ſent fir 
me ; when I came, I would have looked for the 
Will, but could not find the Keys, which after- 
wards dropt out of the Petticoats of the Deceaſed; 
but not finding any Key among them that would 
open theſe Drawers, we ſent to a Neighbour and 
borrowed ſome ; we opened the Drawers ; there 
we found Bills and Money, to the Amount of 120. 
a Silver Tankard, and other Things. 
Where were theſe Drawers ? 
Fefferies, In the Chamber. I then took an In- 


ventory of what we found, for my own _—_ 
'E 
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We cauſed a ftrict Search to be made for the Watch; 
took up the Seat of the Neceſſaty-houſe, thinking 
it might be there; it was not, but there we found 
a great Quantity of Coals, a Mop, and a Stone- 
bottle, which were reported to have been ſtolen 
before. I have been there very frequently, three 
or four Times a-Week; and the Deceaſed has 
ſaid, ſhe had loſt Coals, and that they were molt- 
ly round ones, 


How did the Deceaſed ay ſhe had been 


alarmed ? 


Jeſferies. By her Niece; and that ſhe never 
heard any Body herſelf. 


. How long was it before you ſaw the Pri- 
toner ? 


Jeffries. I did not ſee her till about 10 o'Clock 
mat Night. 
Did you obſerve any Blood upon her Cap 
or Apron ? | 

Zefferies. I did, on the Side of her Cap. 


[The Cap produced by the Con/labl:, which appeared 
to have ſeveral Smears of Blood on the Lefi-fide of 
i! ] 

Fefferies. This Cap I ſaw upon the Priſoner's 
Head that Night at 10 o'Clock ; the next Day ſhe 
had a clean Cap on. I ſaid to the People of the 
Houſe, Go and fetch down Mary's Cap that ſhe 
had on laſt Night that was bloody ; I ſhewed it to 
her, and ſaid, Mary, is this your Cap? She ſaid, 
Yes. 

Who brought it down ? 

Zefferies, The Maid at the Noah's: Ark. 

2 to Hillier. Did ſhe fay ſo before you ? 

Hillier. She did. 

Was that the next Day. 
Hillier, Yes, my Lord, 


Jefferies, 
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Zefferies. This Cap was then given to the Con. 
ſtable. of 

©. Was this Cap bloody before the Priſoner 
was blooded ? | 

Tefferies, It was. 

2. How did the Room where the Deceaſed was 
murdered ſtand as to Situation ? 

Fefferies. I believe the Room is not above 10 
Feet by 12, and the Waſh-houſe as ſmall, which 
joins to the Houſe, without going into the Yard at 
all; there is a little Stone-yard, and between that & 
and the Alley, there are two ſeparate Gates, about at 
7 or 8 Feet high; there was no Retreat for Vil- 
lains backwards, without coming cat of a little Al- co 
ley within 24 Feet of the Door in the ſame Street, 

Could you hear the Mewing of a Cat the W 
Outſide of theſe Gates, ſuppoſing you was in theſl 
Deceaſed's Houſe. he: 

Z:fferies, No, I do not think one could, | 

Zachariah Jones. On the 24th of February laſt, ] 
I was employed by Mr. Chapman and Mr. 7% oÞc 
feries, to take up the Floor of the Neceſlary-huule, fl - 
| ro ſearch for the Watch; I took it up, and ſaw al < 
[| great many large Coals, almoſt a new Mop, and a} inte 
Stone-bottle, which would hold about a Gallon and“ 
' 
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a half, theſe were under the Neceſſary- floor; I put < 
down a long Stick with a Nail in it, to ſearch if II.! 
could find any thing of the Watch, but could not; ro 
ſo came away. I went out again a ſecond Time] £4 
into the Yard, there I obſerved a Water-caſk, which cer 
ſtood upon two Blocks; I ſtooped down upon my ſaw 
Knees to look under it; there was a Bottle at the Wo 
Front, which I took away; then I diſcovered ſome · ¶ Incl 
thing like the Caſe of a Watch before I took it out: i 
I called out, and ſaid, I believe here is the Prize. Dea 


(The Watch produced in Court.) 1 

Jones. This is the very Watch, the Numberſ C 

is 160; it is a Walnut tree Caſe. pear: 
2. 1 
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2. to Toucher, Did that Watch hang in the De- 
ceaſed's Room that Night you was there? 

Toucher. This is the enn it m over the 
Mantle-piece, | 


[Rebecca Sparrow was the next Witneſs called, 


but being a Quaſer, could not be examined, as 


ſhe refuſed to take an Oath,] 


John Foljamb. 1 live at the Shepherd and Dog, 
Rotherhithe, near the Houſe of the Deceaſed. I was 
at Home the 23d of February in the Evening. 

O: If the Back-door was open, could ſhe have 
come to your Houſe ? 

Foljamb. No, but ſhe could have come to the 
W arehouſte. 

Q. If ſhe had called you then, could you have 
heard her ? 

Foljamb. 1 could not. 

Q: Do you know whether the Back-duor was 
open or ſhut that Night ? 

Foljamb. No. 

. How many Men did the Priſoner ſay camo 
into the Houſe ? 

Foljamb. Four. 

9. Did ſhe deſcribe any ? 

Feoljamb. She ſaid one was a tall man in a white 
Frock. 

Richard Chapman, On Saturday after the Mur- 
der was committed, I was with the Coroner, and 
ſaw the Body of the Deceaſcd : She had received a 
Wound on x #4 left Side of her Neck; it was four 


© Inches and a Half long, and cut down to the 


I ind pipe, and undoubtedly was the Cauſe of her 
Death. 


2. Did you examine the Priſoner's Hands ? 

Chapman, I did her Left hand; her Fingers ap- 
peared as if they were bit, 5 
u . 
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Cowt. Some of the Witnefles ſaid it was cut 

| Chapman. There appeared to me to be the Dent; 
of Teeth on the little Finger of the Lefi-hand. 

O. Did it appear to be the Pinching of a Door? 

Chapman. It did not appear ſo to me. 

Was her Hand cut as well as bit? 
Chapman. Yes, there was a Scratch on her 
Rizht-hand. 
. Are there not many Things which would 
have Marks, which might have the Appearance 91 
Dents of Teeth ? 

Chapman, There may; but theſe appeared to 
me to be the Dents of Teeth. 

Robert Inwa:d, I was at Mr. Varren's Houle, 
and had been there about an Hour before this hap- 
pened. As we were talking, we heard a great 
Noiſe in the Street, we ran out; when we came 
to the Deceaſed's Houſe ſhe was ſet up in a Chair, 

©, Are you quainted with the Situation of 
Mrs. 1/alker's Houſe ? 

Inwood. There are two Gates, and no Perſon 
could get into the Houſe backwards without getting 
over theſe two Gates, ſuppoſing they were locked, 
and which are ſo ſlight, I believe they would have 
broke down with any Body; they were kept con- 
ſtantly locked, but whether they were ſo then [ 
cannot ſay. 

Q. Did you obſerve if the Deceaſed had a Key! 

Inward, When we came to move her, the Key 
fell from her ; there was a Bunch with four, but | 
do not know what they belonged to. 

ls it a clean or a dirty Place? 

Inwood, I cannot ſay whether it was paved or 
not. | 
2. Could you ſee any Marks of Footſleps ? 
Imusod. No, neither did any Body look for them. 
Q: It there was an Alarm, and Perſons in the 

11 8 Houle, 
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Houſe, muſt they come out the Street-way, or is 
there any other Way? | 

{mvood. If they went any other Way than out by 
the Paſſage which goes into the Street, they mult 


jump over high Pales into the River among the Mud, 


and be ſmothered, When I was there, Mr. 
Tefferies deſired me to ſtay and take an Account of 
what 'I hings were in the Houſe, as there were A- 
bundance of Legatees. We went up Stairs with 
the Bunch of Keys which dropt from the Deceaſed, 
and endeavoured to open the Drawers, but neither 
Key would open them; we ſent over to the Priſo- 
ner for the Key: She ſaid ſhe knew nothing of it, 
and it never was found, 

D. Ts there not a large Pimber-Yard behind ? 

Inwoid, There is; but they might get into the 
Street without going into the Timber-Y ard, 

D. Ts it not frequent for Timber-Yards to be 
robbed ? | 
Inwood. No, I never knew that it was: I have 
a ſingle Deal that lies out in the Street now, and 


has done a long Time, and was never attempted to 
be taken away. 


Priſoner*s Defence. 

© On the 23d of February, on a Friday Night, 
between 7 and 8 o'Clock, my Aunt and I were 
* ſitting at Work: She ſaid to me, Muh, if you 
* will clean your Braſſes, you ſhall go over to fee your 
* Siſter, I began, and Mrs. Teucher came in: She 
* ſtaid about a Quarter of an Hour: My Aunt faid 
to me, You ſhall light her Hame; I did fo, and 
* my Aunt ſtood at her own Door with a Candle 
in her Hand, When I came back, I ſhut the 
Door; my Aunt came into the Room, and ſaid 
to me, Molly, we will go to Supper. She ſaid the 
Cats were gone out at the Street-door, and ſhe 
would let them in at the Yard-Door ; ſhe went, 
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and called Puſs, Puſs! I ſaid, Aunt, muſt I 
hi ing a Candle? She ſaid, Ns, Molly, don't 
bring it; nor | did not: I had it in my Hand. 
I aſked her again; ſhe ſaid No. I ſet the Candle 
down upon the Table, and began looking up 
ſome Work I had. T here were ſome Villains 
broke in upon her, four Men, one of them a tall 
Man with a White Frock, or Waiſtcoat, I can- 
not tell which. He brought my Aunt in out of 
the Waſh-houſe, where the Vard-door was, with 
his Hand about her Neck, (ſhe went through the 
Yard to let the Cats in, to light them in at the 
Door, I don't know how far ſhe went, I was 
in the Houſe.) They ſet her in a Chair by the 
Fire- ſide; I ſaw them coming, and went to her: 
The other three Men took hold of me, and aſk- 
ed me whether I would die or hold my Tongue, 
I faid I would not ſpeak. They ſet me down by 
the Window; one ſtood over me all the Time, 
while the other three Villains murdered my Aunt. 
When they had murdered her, they took the 
Candle and made as if they were going up Stairs, 
When they got to the Stair-foot, there they 
ſtood and talked to one another : The tall Van 
went from me, and gave himſelf a wind round 
upon his Heel, and looked round. There was 
my Uncle's Watch hanging up by the Mantle- 
{heif, he went from me to take it down, and, in 
the mean while, I made my Eſcape out, and 
went to alarm the People. I went into a Houle, 
and told the Woman they were murdering my 
Aunt ; the ſhut me in the Houſe, but let me out 
again ſoon. Then I went to the Noah's A 4, 
and never knew how I got back again. And 
that is all I know about it. I never ſaw my 
Aunt after that,” Guilty. Death. 


This 
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This being Saturday, ſhe received Sentence im- 
mediately to be executed on the Monday following, 
and her Body to be diſſected and anatomized. She 
denied her being guilty to the laſt, 
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Robert Newberry, for a Rape, March 1759. 


T the Aſſizes at King ton, Surry, for March 
I759, Robert Newberry was indicted for aſ- 
ſaulkiing and raviſhing Fane Skinner, an Infant 
about the Age of ten Years, October 16th, 1758. 
Charles Brooks, I am in the Natuie of a Guar- 
dian over the Infant Fane Skinner, who was then 
with her Mother in Deadman's Place. On An 
Ofober 16th, the Priſoner came to me in London, 


to let me know the Child was ill, and would not 


diſcover what was the Matter with her, till her 
Papa came, (ſhe meant me, whom ſhe uſed to call 
ſo.) When I came to her Mother, I aſked her 
ſome Queſtions, but ſhe told nothing. The 
Grandfather of the Child called me out, and ſaid, 


dhe had got the Running of the Reins, The next 


Morning I took her to Mr. Hammonds, a Surgeon 
and Man midwife; he would not examine the 
Child without a Woman: When the Woman 
came, Mr. Hammond was gone out. Going back, I 
took the Child into an Apothecary's Shop, told him 
ſhe was bad, and deſired him to let me have Some- 
thing. I ſaid to the Child, Neo, F m I charge 
you to tell me what ails yo; if no Body has meddled 
with you this will do you good, but if any Boys have 
been rude with you, this wit kill n. Then the 
ſaid, Bob Newberry had. The Mother fainted 
away, and I was much confuſed, I called in the 
Priſoner, and aſked him what he had done to the 


Child? Nothing, he ſaid; ang I took him into 
P a Room, 
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a Room, unbuttoned his Breeches, and his Shift 
appeared in an uncommon Way, I ſent for a Sur- 
geon, who is here, and defired him to ſearch them 
both - He did, and ſaid they were both foul. I 
took the Priſoner before Juſtice Clark, There he 
owned that he got this Diſeaſe by one Peg Mac- 
kint:/h, going to or coming from Peckham- Fair, or 
at the Fair, I cannot tell which. The Child faid, 
he put her Head in a Bag of Wool, and put a 
Horn up her Belly, and wet her a little; that ſhe 
cried out, Grand-daddy ! Grand- daddy] Grand- 
daddy ! and he ſtopt her Mouth with Wool. 

Jane Skinner. Iam a Rug maker, the Priſoner 
was my Apprentice: At the Time the Fact was 
committed, I was next Door at Dinner, and had 
left the Child in the Care of the Grandfather and 
the Priſoner. About three or four Days after that, 
I heard the Child complain that ſhe could not make 
Water: I ſent her Shift to a Chymiſt, to defire to 
know what was the Matter with her, he ſaid ſhe 
was foul ; he gave me three Dozes of Phyſic, which 
IT gave her, The Surgeon that ſearched her ſaid 
the was foul, When the Priſoner was taken up, 
he cried, and faid he did it that Day I dined at 
Mrs. Miller's. I ſaid, When did you get this Dil- 
temper? He ſaid, as he was going to Peckham- Fair, 
and that one Peg Mackintoſh gave it him. I know 
no more of it. 

D, to the Child. How old are you? 

The Mather to the Queſtion. Ten Years old the 
21ſt of January laſt, 

©. to the Child. You are going to ſwear upon 
the Bible; do you know what is the Conſequence 
of taking an Oath, if you ſpeak falſely ? 

Skinner, I ſhall go to the naughty Man. 

2. What do you mean by the naughty Man ? 

Skinner, Going to the Devil. 


2. Suppoſe you ſhould ſpeak the Truth? 
3 | Sinner. 
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Skinner, I ſhall go to God Almighty. 

2, Then you know it is a Sin to ſwear'falſely ? 

Skinner, Yes. She is ſworn, 

Court, The Concluſion of which Oath is, So help 
y2u H. You ſee God is to help you, if you ſpeak 
the Truth; but, if you do not ſpeak the Truth, 
God will not help you. Now tell us where 
is the Man that did you the Injury ? 

Skinner. There he is, (pointing to him) his Name 
is Robert Nuwberry, 

2, What did he to you? | 

Skinner. After Dinner I was fitting by the Fire- 
de reading. 

2: Can you read? 

Skinner, Yes, a little. 

D. Can you ſay your Catechiſm ? 

Skinner. Yes, a little, I was fitting by the Fire- 
ſide reading, and Be Newberry was at the Wine 
dow; ſays he, Jenny, there is a Sway-butter with- 
out Doors; I ſaid, Come, will you. go; he ſaid, 
Yes, he would go and ſway me. He went out in- 
to the Shop to mend a Looking glaſs he had broke 
in the Morning, and ſaid he muſt go up for his 
Rule. He faid, Don't come up after me. I was 
before me, and bolted the Shop-door ; then He 
ſhoved my Head into a Pack of Wool, and ſhewer- 
ed it down, ſo that I could not ſee any Thing. He 
then threw a great Rug over me, and got upon 
me, and put ſome Thing like a Horn into my 
Belly. With that I kicked him off from me; he 
pulled out a Knife, and ſaid he would kill me; and, 
if ever I told my Mammy, that Knife ſhould be 
my Death ; and that if my Mammy went to Mrs. 
Barnes's, he would kill me before the came Home. 

D. That is in Caſe you told? 

Skinner. Yes, my Lord. 

iP 3 Me. 
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Mr. Donelly, I am a Surgeon. I was called on 
the 16th of Ozber to Mrs. Skhinner's to ſee this 
Child; the three Witneſſes were all crying; Brooks 
and the Mother ſaid, the Child had been abuſed. 
The Priſoner was there at that Time. I exa- 
mined the Child, and found ſhe had got what we 
call a Clap. I aſked her if any Body had meddled 
with her. She ſaid what ſhe did juſt now. I then 
took the Priſoner into another Room, and found 
him very bad with the ſame Diſorder. I taxed him 
with putting the Child's Head in Wool, and cover- 
ing her up after that Manner, He ſaid, he did not; 
but that he promiſed her a Chaiſe, (or ſome ſuch 
7] hivg) and fo ſhe conſented, 

2A. How old is the Priſoner ? 

Donelly, Turned of 179,———He ſaid, he con- 
trated the Diſorder coming from Pectbam Fair, 
and mentioned the Perſon that has been told your 
Lordſhip before. It was a Clap; and it was juſt 
_ the regular Diſtance from the Time the Boy gave 
it the Child, to the Time of its appearing. 

2: Could he give her this Diſeaſe without ly- 
ing with her ? 

__  Donelly. J apprehend he could not; that would 


, 9 


Priſoner's Defence. 


I never forced her in my Life, nor never put 
her Head in Wool, or packed her up. I have been 
concerned with her four or five Times; the laſt 
Time, the ſtood upon two Half-hundred Weights. 
She put me in mind of that, being concerned with 
one Jahn Jerdan before. Her Mother has ſpoke 
of it fifty Times or more to People. 

Fane Skinner the Mother, I ſaid to the Priſoner, 
How could you ſerve me ſo, when I never did you 

. any 
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any Injury in my Life? Did you ever repeat the 
Thing before? He ſaid, No, never before in my 
Life. As to that he talks about Fact Zordan, my 
Child was not two Years old then; and there was 
no more in it than that I am now in London. 

Brooks, The Priſoner cannot with Safety ſay he 
had done it ſeveral Times, as the Child has been 


continually with me before ſhe went then to her 
Mother's. Guilty. Death. 


Eugene Aram, jor Murder. 1759. 


T the Aſſizes held at York, for the County, 
Auguſt 3, 1759, Richard Heuſeman, Eugene 
Aram, and Richard Terry (not taken) were indicted 
for the Murder of Samuel Clarke, in the Night be- 
tween the 7th and 8th of February, 1744-5. 
Richard Houſeman was firſt tried; but the Evi- 


dence not being ſufficient to fix the Fact upon him, 


he was acquitted. 

Naw all Acceſſaries, or Accomplices, in Murs 
der, in the Eye of the Law, are deemed Prinei- 
pals; and though the Court were convinced, from 
various Circumſtances in his Trial, that Hou/eman 
was, ſome Way or other, .concerned in the Fact, 
the Jury could not find him guilty, as there was 
no direct Proof of it. Being thus acquitted, he 
was entirely at Liberty to give his Evidence againſt 
Eugene Aram, the Principal, and who actually com- 
mitted the Murder. "The Court accordingly made 
this Uſe of him, and he was ſworn to ſpeak the 
Truth in the Evidence he ſhould give between our 
2 Lord the King, and. the Priſoner at the 
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Eugene Aram was then brought upon his Trial, 
and the Indictment being read, the Witneſſes were 
called who were to prove the Charge againſt him, 
Richard Heuſcman was the firſt, who, being ſworn, 
gave his Evidence; but with ſuch Caution and Re- 
luctance, that it was plain that mere Neceſſity ob- 
liged him to accuſe a Man of a Crime, in which 
he himſelf had too near a Concern. Beſides, he 
was fearful leſt he ſhould involve himſelf in what 
he ſhould declare againſt the Partner of his Iniqui- 
ty, and by coniefling the Fact, which could not 
Le proved againſt him, on his own Trial, he ſhould 
lay himſelf open to the Law, and he again queſ- 
tioned for the Crime of which he had been already 
acquitted, The Conſciouſneſs of his own Guilt 
laid ſuch an Embarraſſment on his Mind, that he 
could not give his Evidence with that Fulneſs and 
Clearneſs, as a Perſon quite diſintereſted would 
have done. 

He was fiilt aſked, if he knew Daniel Clarke of 
Knareſb:rough ; how long ſince he was acquainted 
with him; and whether he could tell any Thing 
concernirg the Manner of his Death ? 

Heuſeman anſwered, That he knew Daniel Clarke 
very well ; that he had been acquainted with him 
ſome Years before his Death, which happened in 
the Beginning of the Year 1745. 

The Court then aſked him, in wbat Manner 
Clarke came by his Death; if he did not know or 
believe he was murdered, and by whom ? And par- 
ticularly, whz:ther he was not murdered by the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bar ? 

To this Hou/eman anſwered, though with a trem- 
bling Voice, and a viſible Confuſion in his Face ; 
that ſince he was under the Obligation of an Oath 
to ſpeak the Truth, he would no longer burden his 
Conſcience with the Concealment of Facts, which 
ought long ſince to have ſeen the Light, - to 
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have been puniſhed with the utmoſt Rigour of the 
Law. That 'twas true, in accuſing Aram he could: 
not entirely acguit himſelf; yet, ſince it was the 
Will of Heaven that this Murder ſhould be diſco- 
vered, after it had been ſo long buried in Oblivion, 
he would no longer oppoſe it, by ſtifling the Know- 
ledge of fo heinous a Crime, or fcreen the Crimi- 
nal from the Stroke of Juſtice. That he did very 
well remember the Time, Manner, and Occaſion 
of Clarke's Death ; that it happened between the 
7th and 8th of February, 1744-5, in this Manner : 
After paſſing above two Hours to and fro between 
their ſeveral Houſes, in conſulting by what Ways 
and Means to diſpoſe of various Goods which Clarke 
had in his Poſſeſſion, and to ſettle ſome Accounts 
relating thereto, Aram, the Priſoner, propoſed firſt 
to Clarke, and then to him, (the Witneſs) to take 
a Walk out of Town. This was agreed to, and 
accordingly they walked into a Field, at a ſmall 
Diſtance from the Town, where there is a Cave, 
well known in that Country by the Name of St. 
Robert's Cave : That when they came into the 
ſaid Field, Aram and Clarke went over the Hedge 
towards the Cave; and being come within 6 or 8 
Yards of it, he ſaw Aram ſtrike Clarke ſeveral 
Times; and at laſt ſaw him fall, but never ſaw him 
afterwards, 
The Court aſked him, what Inſtrument or Wea- 
pon it was with which Aram ſtruck Clarke ? 
FHouſeman replied, That he ſaw no Inſtrument 
or Weapon in his Hand, and did not know that 
he had any, ſo far as he could ſee at the Diſtance 
he was from them, and it being likewiſe in the 
Night, he could not ſwear poſitively to a Fact, of 
which he was not very certain. That he did not 
interpoſe, or any Way ſtrive to prevent the Perpe- 
tration of this horrid Crime; nor did he make any 
Noiſe, or call out, ot cauſe an Alarm to be made, 
1 in 
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in order to apprehend the Priſoner, and bring him 
to Juſtice. | | 

Upon which the Court aſked him, why he did 
not afterwards make a Diſcovery, ſince he could not 
but know, that he was bound in Duty, both to 
his Country and public Juſtice, to bring ſuch a no- 
torious Oftender to condign Puniſhment, He an- 
ſwered, that Aram threatened his Life if he made 
any Diſcovery. 

From a View of Houſeman's Evidence, the 
Reader, I apprehend, will eaſily diſcern, that 
Clarke's Death was previouſly concerted between 
them, and that their End in perpetrating it, was 
to make themſelves entirely Maſters of all the Goods 
in Clarke's Poſſeſſion. This appears plain enough 
from their ſettling and adjuſting their Accounts at 
home, and then perſuading the unhappy Man to 
take a Walk in the Fields, at ſome Diſtance from 
the Town, in the Night. 

In order to corroborate Houſeman's Evidence, 
by other concurring Circumſtances, ſeveral other 
Witneſſes were called; the firſt was, the Man 
{whoſe Name we do not recollect) who made the 
firſt Diſcovery. 

Being ſworn, he depoſed, That digging for Lime- 
ſtone, near the Place called St. Robert's Cave, he 
found the Bones of a human Body, Wondering 
how this ſhould come to paſs, and why a Body 
ſhould be buried in ſuch a lonely Place, he began 
to ſuſpect that ſome Perſon had been mu;dered and 
buried there, the better to conceal it from the 
Knowledge of the Public. On his Return to Town 
he told ſeveral Perſons of the Affair; ſo that at 
Length ir was the Subject of Common Converſa- 
tion. This occaſioned various conjectures and 
Suſpicions; and among the reſt, it was remem- 
bered, that about 15 Years ago, that one Daniel 
Clarke had abſented himſelf all of a ſudden, and 
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that he had never been ſeen or heard of ſince. 
Upon this, ſome of them recolteCted, that they 
had heard a Woman in "Town declare, that ſhe 
had it in her Power to hang her Huſband, (who 
had been abſent from her ſeveral Years) and ſome 
others in that Neighbourhood. 

Other Witneſfles were then called to prove, that 
Daniel Clarke did buy upon Credit, and likewife 
borrow among his Friends and Acquaintance, a 
large Quantity of Silver-plate, Jewels, Watches, 
Rings, Sc. One, that he ſold him a large Silver- 
tankard, another a Salver, a Pepper-box, a Milk- 
pot, Saucers, Spoons, and a Set of Silver-hafted 
Knives; and others, other Things of the like Sort; 
pretending that a Merchant of Londen had ſent 
him an Order to buy as much Silver-plate as he 
could, it being deſigned for Exportation. And as 
they knew Clarke very well, they had no Reaſon to 
ſuſpe& his Veracity, his Character as an honeſt 
Man having never been called in (QQueftion : They 
therefore gave him the Credit he deſired, upon his 
Promiſe that he would pay for the Goods as foon 
as he ſhould have a Remittance from the Merchant, 
which would be as ſoon as he received them. 

As to thoſe Watches, or other Curioſities he bor- 
rowed ; he pretended it was only to take Patterns of 
them for the beſt Faſhions, by which he might di- 
rect the making of others, which ſome Gentlemen 
of his Acquaintance had ordered him to get finiſhed 
in* the beſt and neweſt Mode. They having no 
Reaſon to ſuſpect him of any ill Deſign made no 
Scruple to oblige him with what he wanted, 

All of them agreed in this, that none of them 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of his Intention to defraud 
them, till his ſudden Diſappearance in the Month 
of February, 1744 5. Then indeed they all con- 
cluded he was gone - * their Effects, and 5 
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he had laid this Scheme for that very Purpoſe ; and 
as he had never been heard of ſince that Time, it 
was the general Opinion that he was gone a Voy- 
age to ſome foreign Country, in order to diſpoſe of 
thoſe Goods he had ſo wickedly defrauded them 
of. 

This was the Subſtance of the Evidence given 
by theſe Witneſſes; which, though only circum- 
ſtantial, yet was ſufficient to corroborate that given 
by Houſeman, who only was Witneſs to the Fact 
itſelf, and ſaw the Priſoner commit the Murder, 

From the whole, it manifeſtly appeared, and the 
Court and Jury were eaſily ſatisfied, the Bones of 
the human Body, which were found in the obſcure 
Place above-mentioned, was the Body of Damel 
Clarke, who had been murdered, and there buried 
by Eugene Aram, the Priſoner at the Bar, and in 
the Manner ſpecified in the Indictment. 

Aram indeed aſked the Witneſſes ſeveral Queſ- 
tions, to try if by their Anſwers he could inva- 
lidate their Evidence; but they were all uniform, 
and conſiſtent with each other, and with themſelves. 
Particularly as to Houſeman, Aram deſired he might 
be aſked how he could ſo poſitively ſwear that he 
ſaw him ſtrike Clarke, when he himſelf owned that 
this was all done in the Night, in the Depth of 
Winter, in the Month of February, when every 
Body knows the Nights are very dark ? 


To this Hou/eman anſwered, That though this 


-was done in the Night, yet the Moon was then up, 
and though by the Interpoſition of the Clouds ſhe 
did not give much Light, yet it was light enough to 
diſtinguiſh ObjeQs at a ſmall diſtance, though not 
very diſtinctly, and he could ſee, by the Motion 
of his Hand, that he was ſtriking Clarke, though 
he could not perceive the Weapon with which he 
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Aram then deſired he might be aſked, At what 
Diſtance he was from him, when he faw him ſtrike 
Clarke ? KA 

Houſeman anſwered, That to the beſt of his Judg- 
ment and Recollection, he believes that Aram and 
Clarke were about ten or a Dozen Yards on the 
other Side of the Hedge, when he ſaw him ſtrike 
Clarke. 

Another Queſtion am deſired to put to Houſe- 
man was, Why he did not go over the Hedge along 
with him and Clark into the Field, fince they came 
out together, and had no Buſineſs to talk of but 
what concerned them all ? 

This was a ſhrewd Queſtion, a true and direct 
Anſwer to which, might poſſibly have affected the 
Witneſs too much, To ſay, that he knew what 
Aram's Deſign was, and that he ſtaid behind on 
Purpoſe to give him an Opportunity to effect what 
he was about, would have been to confeſs himſelf 
an Acceſſary. And therefore he hoped the Court 
would not oblige him to anſwer a Queſtion, the 
Anſwer to which might imply an Accuſation of 
himſelf, and have a Tendency to bring his own Life 
in Danger. The Court, who ſaw plainly enough 
the Tendency of the Queſtion, freed him from the 
Embarraftment, by giving him the Liberty not to 
anſwer it, if he foreſaw that by it he ſhould be 
forced to accuſe himſelf, which the Law obliges 
no Man to do, | 

The Priſoner was then afked, if he had any 
Witneſſes, or whether he had any Thing to offer 
in his own Defence, promiſing him an impartial 
Hearing. 

Aram anſwered, That it was impoſſible for him, 
after ſo long an Interval, which had paſt ſince the 
Commiſſion of the Fact with which he was char- 
ged, to produce any Witneſſes in his Juſtification. 
That thoſe who could have been of Uſe to him on 


this 


326 Eugene Aram, 


this Occaſion, were either dead, or fo diſperſed 
about in the Kingdom, that he knew not where to 
find them. He therefore humbly prayed the Court, 
to accept of his Exculpation in a Writing he had 
drawn for that Purpoſe. That the Confuſion and 
Terror of his Mind was too great, and fo power- 
fully wrought on his Spirits upon this awful Occa- 
ſion, that he was afraid he ſhould not be able to 
ſpeak properly and methodically to the ſeveral Points 
he had to obſerve upon in his Juſtification ;z and 
therefore had taken this Method to make his De- 
fence ; which he preſumed was not contrary to Law, 
or the eſtabliſhed Rules of the Court. 

The Court was ſo kind as to indulge him in his 
Requeſt ; and accordingly he delivered in his Paper, 
Which was read by the Clerk in open Court, in full 
Hearing of the Jury, the Subſtance of which was 
to the Effect following : 


«© That the Law requires very poſitive Evidence 
to convict a Man who ſtands upon Life and Death; 
that if the Crime committed has been acted ſo ſe- 
cretly, that no poſitive Evidence can be given, yet 
the Circumſtances alledged to bring it home to the 
Criminal, muſt be ſo ſtrong and probable, as to 
leave no Room to doubt of his being guilty ; yet 
even in this Caſe, after all poſſible Care and Cir- 


cumſpection, and the ſtricteſt Examination of Wit- 


neſſes, by Judge and Jury, many Inſtances may 
be given, where wrong Jud; ment has paſſed upon 
a ſuppoſed Delinquent, and the innocent has ſuf- 
fered, when the real Tranſgreſſor has eſcaped with 
Impunity. I doubt not, ſaid he, but many Caſes 
of this Kind have been before my Lords the Jud- 
ges, to whoſe Memory I appeal for the Truth of 
what I aſſert. How often does it happen, that a 
Malefactor, with the Rope about his Neck, and 
with his laſt dying Words contelles, that he "—_ 
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Man that robbed or murdered ſuch a Perſon, fo 
many Years ago, end for which another, who was 
entirely innocent, was executed? And yet there is 
no Doubt but the Judge and Jury, who condemned 
that innocent Perſon, had ſuch ſtrong Preſumption 
of his Guilt, that they could not in their Conſcience 
acquit him. 

Your Lordſhip and the Jury will likewiſe obſerve, 
that, how ſtrong and probable ſoever the Circum- 
ſtances that are now offered in Evidence, might 
appear at the Time, or ſoon after the Murder was 
committed, yet that they loſe much of their Strength 
and Validity, when brought to prove a Fact after 
an Interval of 15 Years. For who will aſſume to 
ſay, that he can remember an Affair, with all its 
Circumſtances, that was tranſacted ſo long ago, as 
well as if it had been done Yeſterday, a Fortnight, 
or a Month ſince? Few, I believe, are happy in 
ſuch a Strength of Memory; many of the Circum- 
ſtances may be loſt and forgot, which would yet 
be very proper to elucidate the Affair, and perhaps 
clear it up to the Advantage of the Perſon charged. 
Circumſtances therefore muſt be allowed to admit 
of great Abatement in Point of Proof; nay, I much 
queſtion, whether circumſtantial Evidence, accord- 
ing to Strictneſs of Law, ought at all to be admit- 
ted in Caſe of Life and Death, eſpecially as it is 
ſo notorious, that many have loſt heir Lives wrong- 
fully, by this very Means ; neither can I ſee how 
a 3 or Jury conſcientiouſly diſcharge their 
Duty, in condemning a Man, without an occular 
Witneſs of the Fact. 

But this Objection, it will be ſaid, is quite in- 


validated and overthrown ; becauſe here is actually 


an Eye witneſs of the Fact, one perſonally preſent 
at the Time, and ſaw me lay violent Hands on the 
Man, and ſaw him fall under my Blows. Suppo- 
ling this to be true, it does not follow, that * _ 
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killed by thoſe Blows ; for Houſeman himſelf ſays, 
he ſaw no Weapon in my Hand; and if I ſtruck him 
only with my Fiſt, it is very likely there was ſome 
Struggle and Reſiſtance in the Caſe; and if he was 
knocked down, ſo as to be ſtunned for the preſent, 
yet he might riſe again, though not preſently; and 
it is no Wonder if the Deceaſed abſconded after- 
wards, and was never ſeen in that Country again, 
when 'tis conſidered what Frauds and Deceits he 
had been guilty of among the People of Knareſbee 
rough, where he could never expect to ſhew his 
Face again, but at the Hazard of his Liberty, and 
the Certainty of being ſeverely puniſhed, to the ut- 
moſt Rigour of the Law, for the notorious Impo- 
ſitions he had been guilty of. 

But what Sort of Witneſs is this that is brought 
to fix the Murder upon me? Why, it is Mr. Houſe- 
man, who, it is confeſſed on all Hands, was at all 
our Conſultations about the Diſpoſal of the Goods, 
He himſelf acknowledges, that he went out with 
Clarke and me the 8th of February, at Night; and 
that he was very near us when the Fact was com- 
mitted, Will any reaſonable Man believe but he 
was privy to the Deſign, if ſuch a Deſign there was, 
of deſtroying Clarke ® If this cannot be denied, 
then it is as plain that he was an Acceſſary or Ac- 
complice in the Murder, if there was any. 

Now, it is certain, that, for the more effectual 
Detection of Crimes that are committed in ſecret, 
and of which there are no Witneſſes but the Part- 
ners in the Iniquity, the Law does allow the Evi- 
dence of an Accomplice; otherwiſe the Offenders, 
in many Caſes, could never be brought to Juſtice, 


This, I muſt own, with reſpect to Burglaries, -Rob- 


beries, and the like, is proper enough; yet, even 
in theſe Inſtances, the Judge is very cautious what 
Streſs he lays upon ſuch Evidence, which, he is 
ſenſible, is often given to ſave the Life of the Wit- 
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neſs, or to get the Reward. But I muſt ſubmit it 
to the Judgment of your Lordſhip and the Court, 
whether, in Caſes of Murder, the Law does not 
ſpeak quite differently: And when a Man is fully 
convicted of this Crime, be he Acceſſary or Prin- 
cipal, it is not in the Power of the Judge, (I ſpeak 
it with Submiſſion) to pardon him; the King alone 


is inveſted with that Power. Now, though Honſe- 


man has the good Fortune to be acquitted of this 
Murder; yet, 1 believe, he is not acquitted in the 
Opinion of thoſe who were preſent at his Trial, 
or have heard his Evidence in this, of his being 
privy to every Thing that was acted or done among 
the Parties accuſed ; and, by his own Confeſſion, 
he was preſent at the Perpetration of the Murder, 
and yet did not interpoſe with Hand or Voice, to 
prevent it. If he did conſent to it, he is as guilty 
as the Principal: And though the Court has, (no 
Doubt for good Reaſow) been pleaſed to acquit 
him; yet I apprehend, with humble Submiſſion, 
that his Teſtimony ought not to be admitted on 
this Occaſion, My Reaſon is becauſe, on his 
own Confeſſion, he may be deemed an Accomplice, 
and therefore equally guilty with the Principal, 
whom no Man can pardon, after Conviction, but 
the King himſelf, 

I hope, therefore, when your Lordſhip comes 
to take a View of the Evidence, and ſum it up to 


the Jury, that you will be of Opinion, that the Evi- 


dence given is inſufficient to convict me; that no 
Streſs ought to be laid on Circumſtances attending 
an Affair ſo many Years ago, taken wholly upon 
Memory, and conſequently many Things omitted, 
which in all Likelihood would have ſet the Matter 
in a different Light from what it now appears in ; 
that Houſeman's Eides ought not to be effective 
againſt me, becauſe it plainly appears he was an 


Accomplice in all the Tranſactions previous to ay 
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laſt tragical A& of it, and even to that he gave a 
tacit Conſent, by not uſing Means to prevent it, 
and therefore may be juſtly reckoned an Accom- 
plice, and conſequently his Evidence ought not to 
be allowed in this Caſe.” 


The Judge, in ſumming up the Evidence, an- 
ſwered all theſe Objections of the Priſoner to the 
Satisfaction of the Court and the Jury, who brought 
in their Verdict Guilty, Death, 


A Miniſter was appointed to attend him in Pri- 
ſon, in order to prepare him for the great Change he 
was to undergo the Monday following, the Day ap- 
pointed for his Execution; to convince him of the 
heinous Nature of his Crime, and to bring him to 
a Confeſhon of his Guilt, without which he had 
not the leaſt Grounds to expect or hope for the 
Pardon of his Sins, or Has pineſs hereafter : That 
he had no other Way, conſidering the ſhort Time 
he had to live to glorify God, but by acknowledg- 
ing the Juſtice of his Sentence ; nor could he make 
any other Attonement or Satisfaction for breaking 
the Laws of his Country by fo nefarious a Crime, 
than by confeſſing, that he juſtly deſerved the Pu- 
niſnment which the Law had denounced againſt 
him, and therefore earneſtly exhorted him to make 
a due Uſe of thoſe few way precious Moments that 
were yet left him. 

The Priſoner ſeemed very attentive to theſe pi- 
ous Admonitions, and ſaid, he would do all in his 
Power to diſburthen his Conſcience, and to make 
his Peace with God before he left the World. 

The Miniſter being retired, and this unhappy 
Man left alone in his Cell, he began to have very 
ſerious Thoughts about his preſent Condition: For 
he had all along buoyed up his Spirits with the 
Hope, that, conſidering the Diſtance of Time ſince 
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the Murder was committed, it would be impoſſible 
to fix the Fact upon him. He knew there was but 
one Witnefs in the World that could bring it home 
to him; this was Houſeman, who, as an Accom- 
plice, was equally guilty with himſelf; and there- 
fore, he thought, could not be admitted an Evi- 
dence againſt him. But as he had been tried for 
the Fact, and acquitted, and was thereby qualified 
to give his Evidence, and that upon his Evidence 
he himſelf had been found guilty, and muſt now 
{uffer a ſhameful Death, the Conſideration of theſe 
Things ſhocked him prodigiouſly ; and a thouſand 
melancholy Reflections crouding in upon his Mind, 
he grew reſerved and ſullen, and defired the Keeper 
to ſuffer no Body to diſturb him, except a particu- 
lar Friend or two, whom he named, But that 
which ſeemed to fit heavieſt on his Mind was, not 
ſo much the Heinouſneſs of the Crime for which he 
ſuffered, as the Shame and Diſgrace of being pub- 
lickiy expoſed on a Ladder, as a Spectacle to the 
whole World, for a Crime perpetrated ſo long 
ago, that he had aſſured himſelf he ſhould now ne- 
ver be called to an Account for it, but ſhould go 


to his Grave unqueſtioned. Thee. Fhanghts ond 
+445 444 apo fim, grew inſupportable, ſo that, in a 


Fit of Deſpair, he came to the deſperate Reſolu- 
tion of diſpatching himſelf before the fatal Hour 
appointed for his Execution came. But, not to 
leave his Friends in Ignorance of the Motives that 
induced him to lay violent Hands on himſelf, and 


be his own Executioner, he wrote the following 
Letter to one of his Intimates, 


© My dear Friend, 
© Before this reaches you, I ſhall be no more a 
* living Man in this World, though at preſent in 
perfect bodily Health; but who can deſcribe the 
© Horrors of Mind which I ſuffer at this Inſtant ? 


© Quilt! 
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« ſhall be expoſed a public Spedtacle for the World 
2 | © to 


Guilt! The Guilt of Blood ſhed without any 
Provocation, without any Cauſe, but that of fil- 
thy Lucre, pierces my Conſcience with Wounds 
that give the moſt poignant Pains ! Tis true, the 
Conſciouſneſs of my horrid Guilt has given me 
frequent Interruptions in the midſt of my Buſi- 
neſs or Pleaſures ; but ftiil I have found means 
to ſtifle its Clamours, and contrived a momen- 
tary Remedy for the Diſturbance it gave me, by 
applying to the Bottle, or the Bowl, or Diver- 
lions, or Company, or Buſineſs ; ſometimes one, 
and ſometimes the other, as Opportunity offered, 
But now, all theſe, and all other Amuſements, 
are vaniſhed, and I am left forlorn, helpleſs, and 
deſtitute of every Comfort. For I have nothing 
now in View, but the certain Deſtruction both 
of my Soul and Body, My Conſcience will now 
no longer ſuffer itſelf to be hood winked or brow- 
beat; it has now got the Maſtery; it is my Ac- 
cuſer, Judge, and Executioner; and the Sen- 
tence it pronounceth againſt me is more dread- 
ful than that I heard from the Bench, which only 


condemned my Body to the Pains of Death, which 
Aaiv ſuus wvrvay bu GO. fY .aaccxll. —— ela: ] th 7 
Tribu 


ſhe will ſummon me before another nal, 
where I ſhall have neither Power nor Means to 
ſtifle the Evidence ſhe will there bring againſt me, 
and that the Sentence which will then be denounc- 
ed, will not only be irreverſible, but will condemn 
my Soul to Torments that will know no End. 

O! Had I but hearkened to the Advice which 
dear-bought Experience has enabled me to give, I 
ſhould not now have been plunged into that dread- 
ful Gulph of Deſpair, which I find it impoſſible 
to extricate myſelf from ; and therefore my Soul 
is filled with Horror inconceivable. I ſee both 
God and Man my Enemy, and in a few Hours 
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to gaze at. Can you conceive any Condition 
more horrible than mine? O, no; it cannot be! 
I am determined, therefore, to put a ſhort End 
to the Troubles I am no longer able to bear, and 
prevent the Executioner, by doing his Buſineſs 
with my own Hand, and ſhall, by this Means 
at leaſt, prevent the Shame and Diſgrace of a 
public Expoſure; and leave the Care of my Soul 
in the Hands of Eternal Mercy. Wiſhing you 
all Health, Happineſs, and Proſperity, I am, to 
the laſt Moment of my Life, 
* Yours, with the ſincereſt Regard, 
Eugene Aram,” 
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The Morning of Execution being come, and the 
Keeper going to his Cell to bring him out, he found 
him almoſt expiring, having with a Razor which 
he had concealed in his Cell, cut the Veins of his 
Left Arm, a little above the Elbow, and alſo a little 
above the Wriſt, but miſled the Artery ; by which 
Means, before it was diſcovered, he had loſt ſo much 
Blood, that he was very weak. A Surgeon was 
immediately ſent for, who preſently ſtopt the Bleed- 
ing, and he was carried to the Place of Execution, 
where he was quite ſenſible, but fo feeble, from 
his great Loſs of Blood, that he could not ſtand, A 
Clergyman prayed with him ſome Time, but be- 
ing in ſo weak a Condition, he was incapable of 
giving any Attention. Prayers being ended, he was 
aſked, if he had any Thing more to ſay ; he an- 
ſwered, No. He was then executed; and his Bo- 
dy being carried to Knare/borough- Foreſt, was there 
hung in Chains, in that Part of it which is neareſt 
the Town. 


Memoirs 


the famous Battle of Shrew/bury, in the Begin- 
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Memoirs of the Life of Laurence Ear] Ferrers, 
Viſcount Tamworth. 1 760. 


Man born to a large Eftate, and furniſhed by 
Nature with great Abilities, is capable of do- 
ing a great deal of Good, or a great deal of Miſ- 
chief in the World. Particular Care ſhould there- 
fore be taken to infuſe into his Mind, before it is 
tainted with the Vices of the Age, the ſtricteſt No- 
tions of Juſtice and Honour, in order to prevent as 
much as poſſible his Parts from taking a wrong 
Bias, and be perverted to baſe and unworthy Pur- 
poſes. It is therefore the Buſineſs of Religion and 
Philoſophy to regulate and direct the Pothons to 
valuable and worthy Objects. 

And had their Precepts been firmly rooted, per- 
haps the Noble Lord who is the Subject of this 
little Hiſtory, had not fallen a Victim to the Juſ- 
tice of his Country. But by viſiting foreign Coun- 
tries, before he had arrived to an Age capable of 
diſtinguiſhing between Good and Evil, he con- 
tracted the Vices too common among young T ra- 
vellers, which obliterated the faint Traces of Vir- 
tue and Religion in his Mind, and rendered him 
impatient of Controul, and a Slave to the inhuman 
Paſſion of Revenge, 

Laurence Earl Ferrers was deſcended from a very 
ancient and honourable Family, who had been often 


diſtinguiſhed for their Virtues, their Loyalty, and 


their Valour. They were frequently Sheriffs of 
Counties, Wardens of Parks or Foreſts, Governors 
or Conſtables of Caſtles, - Repreſentatives for Coun- 
ties in Parliament, and frequently made a conſi- 
derable Figure in Military Life. One of the Fa- 
mily was killed in fighting on the King's Part, in 


ning 
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ning of Henry the Fourth's Reign: And their Fa- 
mily is thereupon celebrated by our great Shake/- 
peare, in his Play on that Story, as one of thoſe 
that were illuſtrious and worthy of Renown. 

Sir Henry, the ſecond Baronet, married one of 
the two Daughters of the great but unfortunate Fa- 
vourite of Queen Elizabeth, Robert Earl of Eſſex, 
and at length Coheireſs to Robert Earl of Eſſex, her 
Brother, who was General of the Parliament-Army 
in the Reign of King Charles I. Sir Robert Shir- 
ley, their Son, died confined in the Tower by Oli- 
ver Cromwell, for his Loyalty to the Royal Family: 
Whoſe ſecond Son, and at length Heir, Sir Ro- 
bert, was by King Charles Il. ſummoned to Par- 
liament by the Title of Lord Ferrers of Chartl y, 
as Deſcendant from one of the Coheirs of the laſt 
Robert Earl of Ex; which Title had, from the 
Death of the ſaid Earl to that Time, been in 
Abeyance, the Precedency of it being ſo high as 
from the 27th of Edward I. That Inheritance en- 
titled the Family to the quartering of the Arms of 
France and England in their Eſcutcheon, which they 
have done ever ſince, as deſcended from the Blood- 
Royal of the Plantagenels. 

This Robert Earl Ferrers was afterwards by 
Queen Anne, in the Year 1711, created Viſcount 
Tamworth and Earl Ferrers, by Reaſon of his De- 
ſcent from the ancient Noble Family of that Name. 
He had a very great Eſtate, and a moſt numerous 
Off pring, being twice married: And having by 
his firſt Lady ten Sons and ſeven Daughters; and 
by his ſecond, who is ſtil] living, five Sons and five 
Daughters; ſo that the Repartition of his Eſtate 
among them has made ſeveral flouriſhing Families, 
The Barony of Ferrers of Chartley, and a large 
Eſtate with it, went into the Northampton Family, 
with an Heireſs of the firſt Lord Tamworth's; and 
from them into the Town/hend Family, with the 

Perſon 
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Perſon of the preſent Baroneſs of Ferrers. The 
Titles of Earl and Viſcount deſcended to the firſt 
Earl's ſecond Son; who likewiſe leaving no Ifſue 
but Daughters, they fell to the next ſurviving Bro- 
ther, who was the ninth in Order of Birth; and he 
never marrying, they fell to the Iſſue of the tenth 
and laſt Son by the firſt Marriage, of whom this 
unfortunate Lord is the eldeſt ; who has four Bro- 
thers, and three half Uncles, yet living. 

Nor would this unfortunate Perſon have been 
any Diſgrace to his Anceſtors, had not he in his 
early Youth imbibed the Vices of the Age, parti- 
cularly Drunkenneſs, which enflamed his Paſſions, 
and animated him with a brutal Fury; for he was 
a very ſenſible Man when ſober, and even on his 
Trial diſcovered very acute and penetrating Parts, 
and a Mind remarkably retentive. 

In the Year 1752, he married the youngeſt 
Daughter of Sir William Meredith; but his cruel 
Uſage of this worthy Lady, remarkable for the 
Mildneſs of her Diſpoſition, and the moſt engaging 
Sweetneſs of Manners, obliged her to apply to Par- 
liament for Redreſs; and accordingly an Act paſſed 
about two Years ſince, by which they were ſepa- 
rated. 

His Lordſhip's Fondneſs for Company, and love 
of drinking, obliged him to ſpend his Time in the 
Company of thoſe who, being his Inferiors in Point 
of Rank and Fortune, could not dare to uſe thoſe 
friendly Admonitions that were neceſſary to keep 


him within the Bounds of Reaſon ;” for whenever 


his Lordſhip was in Liquor, he became guilty of 
the ſtrangeſt Enormities: This added to an habi- 
tual Haughtineſs and Arrogance, which Liquor, by 
making him throw off all Regard to Decorum and 
good Breeding, made him conſtantly diſcover, de- 


'terred all Perſons of Rank from expoling themſelves 


to 


„ 
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to the diſagreeable Conſequences of keeping his 


Company. 

But Drunkenneſs was not his Lordſhip's only 
Vice: He even made it ſubſervient to others; for 
when ſober he was continually laying Schemes to 
mortify others, and to be revenged on thoſe who 
had affronted him. Theſe low Deſigns, unworthy 
of his Rank, thus coolly laid while he enjoyed the 
Benefit of Reaſon, he executed when in Liquor, 
as then he thought himſelf leſs liable to Cenſure ; 
but when his Lordſhip was ever ſo much intoxi- 
cated, he always knew what he was about, and af- 
terwards remembered what he had done, at a Time 
when to all Appezrance he was deprived of the Uſe 
of Reaſon, | 

His Lordſhip, in the Year 1756, was at Derby 
Races, when he run his Mare againſt a Horſe be- 
longing to Captain A — for 501. which he had 
the Pleaſure to win. On their returning from the 
Races, they, with ſome other Gentlemen, ſpent the 
Evening together, and drank very freely: While 
the Glaſs was paſling round, the Captain having 
heard that his Lordſhip's Mare was with Foal, jo- 
coſely mentioned his running his Horſe againſt his 
Lordſhip's Mare at the End of ſeven Months. His 
Lordſhip now imagining that this was a Scheme 
laid to impoſe upon him, flew into a Rage, a Quar- 
rel aroſe, and he left Derby at about three o'Clock 
in the Morning, to go to his own Seat at Stanton 
in Leice/ter/hire, and on his Arrival there, imme- 
diately went to Bed. But he did not deſign that 
the Affair ſhould end thus. At eight o'Clock in 
the Morning he rang his Bell for a Servant; and 
on one of them entering the Room, he aſked if he 
knew how Captain A came to be informed 
that his Mare was with Foal, by which he had like 
to have been drawn in for another Wager? The 


Servant replied, he could not tell, unleſs it was {rom 
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the Groom, who was therefore ſent for, but denied 
the Fact. His Lordſhip had the Evening before 
engaged the Captain and other Gentlemen to dine 
with him that Day, and a Servant was now ſent to 
remind them of their Promiſe: His Lordſhip ſwear- 
ing that they had uſed him ill, and he was reſolved 


to invent ſome Scheme to be revenged of them be- 


fore they left his Houſe. The Servant went ac- 
cordingly; but they were ſo diſguſted with his Lord- 
ſhip's Behaviour, that they would not come near him. 
Enraged at being diſappointed in the Gratification 
of his Revenge, he now flew on his Servants, and 
in a moſt cruel Manner beat them all in their Turns 3 
which was done according to his uſual Method, of 
exerciſing the Horſe- Whip, kicking them, and 
throwing any Thing at their Heads that came in 
his Way. 

The Earl having once ſent for a Barrel of Oyſ- 
ters from Londen, which not proving good, he or- 
dered one of his Servan:s to ſwear that the Car- 
tier had changed them: But the honeſt Man im- 
mediately replying, that it was impoſſible for him 
to take ſuch an Oath, the Earl flew in a Rage, 
ſuddenly ſtabbed him in the Breaſt with a Knife, 
knocked him down with a Blow on the Head with 
a Candleſtick, and kicked him on the Groin with 
ſuch Violence, that he is even now unable to hold 
his Water; and at particular Times feels the Ef- 
fe& of the Blow on his Head. 

Captain Shirley and his Wife paying a Viſit to 
the Earl and Counteſs at Stanton; the Earl one 
Night quarrelled with his Brother the Captain, and 
ſuddenly leaving the Room, ran up Stairs with a 
large Claſp-Knife in his Hand, which he uſually 
carried about him. Meeting one of the Servants, 
he aſked where his Lady was, and was told he be- 
lieved ſhe was in her own Room. The Earl ſgon 


after ordered him to come into the Room to him, 


which 
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which he had no ſooner done, than he bid him 
load a Brace of Piſtols with a Brace of Bullets 
each. This he performed: But the Apprehenſions 
of the Miſchief the Earl might do with them, pre- 
vented his priming them. On the Earl's aſking 
for the Piſtols, he gave them to him; when find- 
ing them unprimed, he damned the Servant for 
this prudent Precaution, aſked for the Powder, 
and primed them himſelf, Which he had no 
ſooner done, than he told the Servant, that he 
would blow out his Brains if he did not immedi- 
ately go down Stairs and ſhoot his Brother the Cap- 
tain: When the Man heſitating at this dreadful 
Alternative, his Lordſhip clapped one of the Piſ- 
tols to his Breaſt, and ſnapped it at him, but it 
happily miſſed Fire, The Counteſs, who was in 
the Room, inſtantly fell on her Knees, and with 
Tears in her Eyes . and intreated his Lord- 
ſhip to be pacified, and to calm his Rage; but, in 
Return to theſe Expoſtulations, he damned her, 
and holding one of the Piſtols at her Head, ſwore 
he would blow her Brains out if ſhe interrupted 
him. Meanwhile the Servant, flipping out of 
the Room, went down Stairs into the Parlour, and 
inſtantly informed the Captain of his Brother's in- 
human Intention. At this News the Captain went 
up Stairs to his Lady, who was gone to Bed, and 
deſired her to get up, which ſhe did; and notwith- 


ſtanding its being Two in the Morning, they both. 


left the Houſe immediately. 

Thus the unhappy Earl Ferrers, furious when 
in Liquor, and, when ſober, a Prey to the moſt 
violent Paſſions, ſeemed to live in a ſtate of War 
with the whole World, and by the tranſient Gra- 
tifications of thoſe diabolical Paſſions, Rage and, 
Revenge, was conſtantly deſtroying every Com- 


fort. How dreadful is the Situation of a Mind. 
that is continually on the Fret, and ever ready to 
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blaze out in the moſt furious and tormenting Paſ- 
ſions! How amazing the Turn of that Mind, who, 
with ſo malignant a Habit, could ſhew, whenever 
he pleaſed, that it was his Heart, and not his Head 
that was diſordered, and that in the mid(t of Tem- 
peſt he could return to the cool Exerciſe of Reaſon ! 
Happy had it been for his Lordſhip, and happy for 
his Noble Family, if, like the other great Perſo- 
nages of the Houſe of Ferrers, he had, in all his 
Actions, remembered the Motto of his own Arms, 
HoxoR VirTUTIs PREMIUM. He would not 
then have been the firſt who had been a Diſho- 
nour to his Noble Houſe, 

Thus, by gradual Steps, his Lordſhip deſtroyed 
the Tranquillity of his own Mind, and, by arm- 
ing his Paſſions againſt himſelf, prepared the Way 
for the fatal Cataſtrophe which made it neceſſary 
that a Period ſhould be put to his Life. | 

Mr. Johnſon, the Perſon who felt the deſtructive 
Effects of his unbounded Fury, had been employed 
by the Ferrer, Family from his Youth, and was 
always remarkably exact and regular in his Ac- 
counts. When the Act of Parliament paſled for 
ſeparating Lord and Lady Ferrers, Mr. Jahn ſon 
was propoſed as Receiver to the Eſtate; but re- 
fuſed to undertake it, till he was requeſted by his 
Lordſhip to act in that Capacity; a ſufficient Proof 
that he was at that Time greatly in the Favour of 
the Earl. | 

But this Favour did not long continue; whether 
his ſuſpicious Temper repreſented him as unjuſt to 
his Lord, by colluding ſecretly with his Adverſa- 
ries; or whether he hoped to prevail on him to 
break the Truſt he had undertaken, occaſioned 
this Change in his Lordſhip's Sentiments, is un- 
certain. His Behaviour however ſoon ſhewed, that 
His good: Opinion was converted into Malice, and 
his Friend(hip into Hatred, 1 
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Mr. Jobhnſan had for ſome Time enjoyed a be- 
nefhcial Farm belonging to his Lordſhip ; and the 
firſt Intimation he received of the Earl's Diſplea- 
ſure, was by Notice ſent him to quit his Farm; 
but Mr. Johnson having obtained a Leaſe from the 
Truſtees, the Earl deſiſted from his Attempt. 

This Diſappointment, added to a Suſpicion en- 
tertained by his Lordſhip, that Mr, 7obn/on had 
entered into an Agreement with Meſſieurs Buren 
and Curſan, to difappoint him with Regard to a 
certain Contract for Coal-Mines, ſo greatly in- 
creaſed his Lordihip's Hated, that he determined 
to put an End to his Life, 

'This ſhocking Reſolution being taken, he took 
every Precaution to prevent its being rendered 
abortive: He concealed his Reſentment ſo effec- 
tually under the Veil of an affable Behaviour, that 
the unfortunate Perſon deſigned to fall a Victim to 

his Revenge, was entirely deceived; and even flat- 
te red himſelf, that his Lordſhip was again his 
Friend, 

Things continued ſome Time in this State ; and 
on Sunday the 13th of January 1760, his Lord- 
ſhip called on Mr. 7ehn/on at his Houſe, and made 
an Appointment to meet him at his Lordſhip's Seat 
at Stanton, on the Friday following, being the 18th 
of January, between Three and Four in the Even- 
ing. 

In the Interval the Earl took Care, that at the 
Time Mr. 7:hnjon was expected, the Houſe ſhould 
be as empty as poſſible; the two Men-Servants, 
being all his Lordſhip kept' of that Sex, were ſent 
out of the Way; and at Three Mrs, Clifford, and 
the Four Children, were ordered to walk to her 
Father's, about two Miles from Stanton; ſo that 
only three Maid-Servants were in the Houſe at 
the Time appointed for this Meeting. 
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Mr. Johnſon, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting his Lord- 
ſhip entertained any Deſign againſt his Life, was 
punctual to his Promiſe, repaired to & anten, and 
was let in by one of the Maid-Servants. 

After waiting ſome Time, his Lordſhip called 
him into his Apartment, and immediately Jocked 
the Door upon him; and ſoon after ſhot him with 
a Piltol, of which weund he afterwards died. 

As ſoon as his Lordſhip had committed this cruel 
Atlion, he called the Maid-Servants, and ordered 
them to lead Mr. 7:h»fer* up Stairs, and put him 
to Bed; thinking, thzwas he was not killed on the 
Spot, there was great Hopes of his Recovery, He 
alſo ſent a Servant for one Mr. Ki Aland a Sur- 
geon, and another for Mr. Johnſon's Children, pur- 
ſuant to the Requeſt of the dying Man, who ear- 
neſtly deſired to ſee them. 

W hen the Surgeon arrived, he deſired him to 
take all the Care poſſible of him; but would not 
conſent to his being removed to his own Houſe, 
The Surgeon examined the Wound; and though 
he was convinced that it was mortal, thought it 
moſt adviſeable to flatter his Lordſhip, leſt he him- 
ſelf ſhould ſuffer the ſame Fate. But being per- 
ſuaded that Mr. 7ohnſon, who was of a very weak 
Conſtitution, would not live twenty-four Hours, 
thought it molt adviſeable to remove him from 
S'anten as ſoon as his Lordſhip was gone to Bed. 
Accordingly Mr, Kir#l.nd, with the Aſſiſtance of 
fix or ſeven Men, removed the wounded Man from 
Stanton to his own Houſe, about Two in the Morn- 
ing, where he languiſhed til} Nine, and then 
died. 

The Surgeon being convinced that Mr. Jobnſan 
was a dying Man, left him, in order to procure a 
Number of armed Men to ſeize the Earl, who ar- 
rived at S anten by Four in the Morning, when 
his Lordſhip had juſt left his Bed, and was going 

towards 
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towards the Stable with his Garters in his Hand ; 
but on ſeeing the Poſſe, he fled to his Houſe, and 
was not taken till near Six. After which he was 
conveyed to Leiceſter Gaol, and from thence to the 

ower of Lond:n, tried by his Peers, found guilty 
of Murder, and ordered for Execution on Monday 
the 5th of May, 

During the Time his Lordſhip was in the Tow-r, 
he was for the moſt Part calm; but would ſome— 
times ſtart, and haſtily unbrace his W aiſtcoat, and 
indicate by other Geſtures that his Mind was dif- 
turbed, 

A few Days before the Time appointed for his 
Execution, his Lordſhip ſent for bis W ardrobr, 
and choſe out of it a white Suit, richly laced and 
embroidered with Silver; ſaying, ** This is the 
« Suit in which I was married, and in which I 
« will die.“ 

It muſt not be omitted, that a little before his 
Lordſhip's leaving the Tower, he is ſaid to have 
wrote the following Lines; and that he was pro- 
ceeding, when he was interrupted by one of the 
Warders who attended him. 


In Doubt I liv'd, in Doubt I die, 

Yet undiſmay'd the vaſt Abyſs Þ'll try, 
And plunge into Eternity. 

Through rugged Paths 


On the Fifth of May, the Day fixed for the Ex- 
ecution of his Lordſhip's Sentence, at Nine in the 
Morning, the two Sheriffs of London, attended by 
their proper Officers, appeared at the Gate of the 
Tower; which being told to his Lordſhip, he ſent 
to deſire them to allow him to go in his own Lan- 
dau, which was waiting for him, which he rather 
choſe than a Mourning Coach ſent him by his 
Friends, In this they readily gratified his Lord- 
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ſhip, who ſtepped into the Landau, attended by 
the Rev. Mr. Humphries, the Chaplain of the 
Tower, On their coming to the Gate, Mr. She- 
rift Vaillant joined them, and ſeating himſelf by 
his Lordſhip, politely obſerved, that it gave him 
the higheſt Concern to wait upon him on ſo me- 
tancholy an Occaſion, adding, that he would do 
every Thing in his Power to render his Situation 
as agreeable as poſſible; and hoped, that his Lord- 
ſhip would impute it to the neceflary Diſcharge of 
his Duty. The Proceſſion then began in the fol- 
lowing Order: 

A very numerous Body of Conſtables for the 
County of Middliſex, preceded by one of the High 
Conſtables. 

A Party of Rorſe-Grenadiers, and another of 
Foot Mr. Sheriff Errington in his Chariot, 
with his under Sheriff. The Landau, with the 
Farl, and the two Gentlemen befote mentioned, 
drawn by ſix Horſes, eſcorted by another Party of 
Horſe-Grenadiers, and Foot, Mr. YVaillunt's 
Chariot, with his under Sheriff. Some of his 
Lordſhip's Friends in a Mowning-Coach and Six. 
And the whole was cloſed with the Hearſe and 
Six, provided to receive the Corpie. 

In this Manner the Proceſſion proceeded to Ty- 
burn, with great Solemnity, through prodig'ous 
Crouds of Spectators, who all the Way crouded 
the Streets, and lined the Windows, As they 
were paſling, his Lordſhip afked Mr, Vaillant, if 
he had ever ſeen ſo greet a Concourſe of People? 
and upon his anſwering in the Negative, he re- 
joined, “I ſuppoſe it is becauſe they never ſaw a 
„Lord hanged before,” He then obſerved, that 
he had wrote to his Majeſty to defire that he might 
ſuffer within the Walls of the Teuer, as his An- 
ceſtor the Earl of E had done; a Favour which 
he had the greater Hopes of obtaining, as he pres 
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the Honour of quartering Part of the ſame Arms, 
and of being allied to his Majeſty; adding, that 
he thought it was hard that he muſt die at the 
Place appointed for the Execution of common 
Felons. 

The Chaplain now took Occaſion to obſ. rve 
that the World would naturally be very inquiſitive 
about his Lordſhip's Religion. To this he re- 
plied, he did not think himſelf accountable to the 
World for his Sentiments on Religion : But that 
he always believed in one God, the Maker of all 
Things. —But whatever were his Notions, he had 
never propagated them. That all Countries had a 
Form of Religion, by which the People were go- 
verned, and whoever diſturbed them in it, he con- 
ſidered as an Enemy to Society: — lf he was wrong 
in his Way of thinking, he was ſorry for it. 
T hat he thought the Lord Bolingbrote to blame, 
for permitting his Sentiments on Religion to he 
publiſhed to the World. That the many Sects 
and Diſputes about Religion had almoſt turned Mo- 
rality out of Doors; and that he could never be- 
lieve what ſome SeCtaries taught, that Faith alone 
would ſave Mankind: So that if a Man, juſt be- 
fore his Death, ſhould only ſay, / believe, that 
alone would fave him, 

With Reſpect to the Death of Mr. Johnſon, his 
Lordſhip faid, he was under particular Circum- 
ftances, and had met with ſo many Croſſes and 
Vexations, that he ſcarce knew what he did ; and 
folemnly proteſted that he had not the leaſt Ma- 
lice towards him, 

As his Lordſhip's Paſſage from the Tower to Ty- 
burn took up almoſt three Hours, he often expreſ- 


fed his Deſire of being at the End of his Journey; 
obſerving, that the Appearance of Death, and the 
paſſing through ſuch Crouds of rents, were ten 


Times worſe than Death itſelf, 
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In the Way his Lordſhip expreſſed his Defire 
cf having a Glaſs of Wine and Water; but on 
Mr. Ya llant's obſerving that his ſtopping would 
draw a greater Croud about him, which might poſ- 
ſibly diſturb him; he immediately teplicd, That's 
& true, I ſay no more, let us by no Means ſtop.” 

On approaching the Place of Execution, near 
which his Miflreſs waited in a Coach, his Lord- 
ſhip obſerved, that he ſhould be glad to take his 
laſt Leave of a Perſon for whom he had a ſincere 
Regard : The Sheriff diſſuaded him from it, left 
the Sight of her ſhould unman him, and diſarm 
him of the Fortitude he poſlefled. The Weight 
of this Reaſon the Earl readily acknowledged, and, 
without Heſitation, mildly replied, ** If you, Sir, 
„ think | am wrong, I ſubmit;” and upon Mr, 
Vai/lant's offering to deliver any Thing to her he 
ſhould entruſt him with for her Uſe, he gave him 
a Pocket- Book, in which was a Bank Note, a 
Ring, and a Purſe of Guineas, in order to deliver 
to her; which he afterwards did. 

They reached the Place of Execution at about a 
Quarter before Twelve, where they were received 
by another Pary of Horſe Grenadiers, and Fcot, 
who had formed a large Circle round the Gallows, 
which was covered with black Bays, as was alſo 
a ſquare Scaffold erected and railed round it. His 
Lordſhip walked up the Stairs with great Compo- 
ſure and Fortitude, with his Hat in his Hand, 
when, after a Pauſe of a few Moments, Mr. 
Humnfhrics aſked if he choſe to ſoy Prayers? but 
th's he declined; upon-which the Chaplain aſking 
if he did not chuſe to join with him in ſaying the 
Lord's Prayer? he readily ſaid that he would, for 
he always thought it a very fine Prayer. They 
therefore knelt down upon two Cuſhions covered 
with black Baize, and his Lordſhip, with an audi- 
ble Voice, repeated the Lord's Prayer, and aſter- 
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wards with great Energy cried, O God, fergive me 
all my Errors.—Pardon all my Sins, Then rifing, 
he took Leave of the Sheriffs and Chaplain, thank- 
ed them for the Civility they had ſhewn him, and 
made Mr. YVaillant a Preſent of his Watch. His 
Lordſhip then (by Miſtake) gave five Guineas to 
the Exccutioner's Aſſiſtant. This Money was im- 
mediately after demanded by the Maſter ; but the 
Fellow refuſed to deliver it, and a Diſpute entued, 
which might have greatly diſcompoſed his Lord- 
ſhip, had not Mr. Vaillant inſtantly filenced them. 
The Executioner then proceeded to do his Duty, 
his Lordſhip ſubmitting with great Reſignation. 
His Neckloth being taken off, a white Cap, which 
his Lordſhip brought in his Pocket, was put on 
his Head; his Arms were ſecured with a black 
Saſh, and the Halter, which was a common one, 
was put round his Neck. He then mounted a 
Part of the Scaffold raiſed eighteen Inches higher 
than the reſt, and the Signal being given by the 
Sheriff, that Part of the Floor ſunk under him to 
a Level with the reſt, and he remained ſuſpended 
in the Air, He ſtruggled for a few Moments, but 
was ſoon diſpatched by the Preſſure of the Execu- 
tioner; and having hung an Hour and five Mi- 
nutes, the Body was cut down; the Shell being 
raiſed, it was dropped into it, and carried by fix 
Men to the Hearſe. After which it was convey- 
ed by the Sheriffs, with the ſame Proceſſion, to 
Su geon's Hall, to undergo the Remainder of the 
Sentence. 

His Lordſhip was only about eight Minutes on 
the Scaffold before his Execution ; he ſtood, to all 
Appearance, unmoved at the Approach of Death, 
and without the leaſt Change et Countenance, or 
faultering in his Voice, viewed the awful Prepa- 
rations for depriving him of Life. The SpeQators, 
Rruck with the Novelty of ſeeing a Pcer of Great 
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Britain in ſuch a Situation, devoted to Death for 
the dreadful Crime of Murder, and ſuffering like 
a common Malefactor for taking the Life of one 
of their Rank, beheld him with a reſpectful Si- 
lence, mixed with Pity, and while they commiſe— 
rated his Fate, almoſt forgot his Crime, 

The Body was brought from Tyburn in a Coffin 
lined with white Sattin ; his Hat and the Halter 
lay at the Feet, and upon the Lid was a Flate with 
theſe Words, LAURENCE Earl FERRERs, ſuffer - 
ed May 5, 1760. The Surgeons made a large In- 
ciſion from the Neck to the Bottom of the I ho- 
rax or Breaſt, and another acroſs the Throat; the 
Abdomen was laid open, and the Bowels taken 
out. Upon this Occaſion the Surgeons declared 
that the Entrails were remarkably ſound, and that 
in their whole Practice they never ſaw in any Sub- 
ject ſo great Signs of long Life. 

It would be unjuſt to the Memory of his Lord- 
ſhip, to conclude theſe Memoirs without adding, 
that, beſides the large Sum he left the Children of 
the late Mr. Johnſon, he is ſaid to have repaired, 
as much as poſſible, the Faults he had commit- 
ted, by generouſly giving handſome Sums to thoſe 
whom, in the Heat of Paſſion, he had irjured. 
And in all Probability, had not this unhappy Peer 
early imbibed Prejudices againſt the Chrifiian Re- 
I gion, he had proved a worthy Member of So- 
ciety, and inſtead of fuffering an ignominious 
Death, have lived the Ornament of his Family, 
the Delight of his Friends, and a Bleſſing to Man- 
kind. | 
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William Harrow, or the Flying Highway- 
man, for Burglary. March 1763. 


T the Aſſizes held at Hertford in March, 

1763, William Harrow, Th mas Jones, and 

Mil iam Bosford, were indicted, and convicted, for 

feloniouſly and burglariouſly breaking and entering 

the Dwelling-Houſe of Thomas Glaſſcock, Farmer, 

near Hatfield, and robbing him of upwards of 
300 J. 

William, commonly called Judge Harrow, was 
about 30 Years of Age, Son of a Bricklayer at 
Hatfi:ld, whoſe Parents are till living there, and 
brought him up to that Buſineſs, in which he was 
very expert, and employed in building ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen's Houſes in the Neighbourhood where he 
lived : But being naturally a ſprightly gay young 
Fellow, and fond of Company, Cock- fighting, 
Horſe- racing, and other Diverfions, they naturally 
drew him from his honeſt Employ to uſe other 
Means to ſupport his Extravagancies. 

His firſt Commitment to rags oo Gaol was 
July 29th, 1762, for a Breach of the Peace for 
threatening the Life of the Park-Keeper of Mr. 
Hutchinſ;m, a Gentleman in that Neighbourhood. 
The Conſequence of this would probably have 
been little more than giving Security for his good 
Behaviour ; but being conſcious that he had been 
guilty of Crimes of a much higher Nature, he did 
not chuſe to wait the Reſult of this Affair, and 
from the Time of his Commitment, meditated his 
Eſcape, which he afterwards effected, by getting 
up the Chimney, and breaking through into ano- 
ther Room, and, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome Tools 
he had, he made a Hole through the Roof, and 
got clear off, Mr. Saunders, Keeper of 9 
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Gaol, advertiſed a Reward of four Guineas for ap- 
prehending him. 

This prevented him from returning to his law— 
ful Occupation, and now he became deſperate, and 
joined his wicked Companions without any Re- 


morſe; and they were now become a formidab'e 


Body, and capable of undertaking any deſperate 
Enterprize ; to accompliſh which, they made free 
with the Horſes of the Earl of Saliſbury, and ſe- 
veral other Gentlemen of the Neighbourhood, tak- 
ing them out of their Stables, Fields, Farm-Y ards, 
or Wherever they could find them, riding them 
hard all Night, and then turning them up into the 
Grounds all in a Sweat, and frequently throwing 
them down, breaking their Knees, ſtraining them, 
and ſlipping their Shoulders: For Harrow acknow- 
ledged he had frequently leaped over Turnpikes, 
and t-ok a Pride in being ſuppoſed to be the Fhy- 
ing Highwayman. | 

The Circumſtances of the Fact, for which he, 
Jenes, and Po ford ſuffered, were as follows. 

At a Place called Cool- Harbour, a little Diſt- 


ance from Hatfield, lived one Themas Glaſſcocł, an 


antient Farmer, and a Woman his Houſe-Keeper. 
Glaſſcock, by living in a moſt recluſe Manner, and 
denying himſelf the common Neceſſaries of Life, 
had ſcraped together upwards of 3co J. which, 
from a natural Diſtruſt of Mankind, he could not 
bear the Thoughts of putting out to Intereſt, ei- 
t'ier on a public or private Credit, but rather choſe 
to hoard it up in his own Poſſeſſion. But this get- 
ting Wind, he was thought a proper Object by 
Har: oiv and the reſt of the Gang, and accordingly 
it was agreed to rob him; and in Oeber laſt, 


Miil-r the Evidence, Hurroto, Jones, and B/ 


ford, in the dead of the Night, went to Gla//- 


cecłis Houſe, and knocking at the Door, told him 
they were Conſtables from Hatfield to ſearch his 
Houls 
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Fouſe for Deſerters ; but G117:4 would not let 
them in, upon which they broke the Caſement 
and got in at the Window; and with terrible 
"Threats and Imprecations, compelled Gla//cock and 
his old Houſekeeper to get up, and ſtrike a Light, 
and help them to what valuable Effects they had in 
the Houle, which they did, and in particular, in 
a Bag of Fe thers, they found a Pea-Cheſt, in 
which was upwards of 300 J. all in Cafh, which 
Harrow took into his Cuſtody, with ſome Table- 
Spoons. Having got their Booty, they agreed to 
go and divide the Spoil ; but, by the Way, Har- 
row was artful enough to break open the Tea— 
Cheſt, and take out 200 l. of the Money, which 


he ſunk, ſo that there was only 100/. leſt to be 


ſhared among them. 

Harrow, after this Exploit, thought it prudent 
to leave his Companions, and ſet out for the Weſt 
of England; and at Market. Street met a young 
Woman he took ſuch a Fancy to, that he per- 
ſuaded her to accompany him in his Travels, 
which ſhe did, and he bought her a new Side- 
Saddle and mounted her cn a grey Horſe, 

He and his Madam travelled from Place to Place, 
till they came to a little Village called J/orton, a 
Mile from Glaucęſter, where they ſtopped at alittle 
Public Houſe; and remained there near eight 
Weeks, and told his Landlord -he had been at 
Sea, and very ſucceſsful, having got 300 J. Prize- 
Money; but went by another Name; and as he 
lized that Part of the Country, he would fix there, 
if he could get into any Sort of Buſineſs. Upon 
which the Landlord told him, Money might be 
got by felling of Coals. Harrow took his Advice, 
and bought a pretty large Quantity. During his 
lodging at this Public Houſe, three Tradeſmen 
from Glauceſter took a Walk over to this Village, 
and drinking at the Houſe where Harrow was, he 
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took an Opportunity to quarrel with them, and a 
Fray enſuing, he was drubbed, though deſervedly, 
as he was the Aggreſſor, and aſſaulted them with- 
out Provocation, Finding he had the worſt of 
it, and not being able readily to get clear of his 
Antagoniſts, he was forced to get out of the Win- 
dow; in doing which a Piſtol went off in his Poc- 
ket, though without doing any Miſchief. He then 
went to the Stable, got owt his Mare, and rode up 
and down the Road, uſing terrible Imprecaticns 
and Threats. After which he rode ſome Diſtance 
off, and diſmounting turned his Mare looſe into 
a Field, and left her; which ſome Perſons ſeeing, 
they called up the Farmer who owned the Field, 
Tt was then Eleven o'Clock at Night. And the 
Farmer and his Man got up, went into the Field, 
and took hold of the aire + upon which Harraw 
came up to them, with a Piftol in his Hand, and 
threatened to blow their Brains out, if they detain- 
ed his Mare. The Farmer, who was a Conftable, 
very reſolutely told him, he would detain both him 
and his Mare till he could give a good Account of 
himſelf, and ordered his Man to collar him, which 
he did, and in the Scuffle Harritu dropt his Piſtol. 
They then brought him into the Houſe, when he 
told them, he had a large Charge of Money about 
him, being Prize-Money which he had got at Sea, 
and that he lodged at ſuch a Public Houſe, The 
Farmer then ſent fer the Landlord of the Houſe, 
who acknowledged his lodging with him ; that he 
knew he had been at Sea, and that he was a di- 
ſiant Relation of his Wife's, and deſired he might 
go home to his Lodging. The Conſtable ſaid, as 
he appeared a ſufpicious Perſon, and had a large 
Quantity of Money about him, he would not take 
his Word for his appearing the next Morning be- 
Icre a Magiſtrate, unleſs he would leave a Depoſit 
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with him, Upon which Harrow told out forty- 
eight Guineas, and left them with the Conſtable 
that Night. The next Morning they all went 
before the Juſtice, and Harrow repeating his Story 
of having been at Sea, and receiving a great Quan- 
tity of Prize-money ; that he carried Fire-arms 
about him for Fear of being robbed ; and no Body 
appearing againſt him, or charging him with any 
Miſdemeanour, the Juſtice ordcred the Conſtable 
to return him his Money, and difcharge him; 
which was done accordingly, 

A few Days after this Affair, the Perſons who 
had been aſſaulted, as before mentioned, at the 
Public-houſe, applied to a Magiſtrate at Glouce/ter 
for a Warrant to apprehend him, which was grant- 
ed, and ſent over to H/otton by the Beadle in his 
Livery-Coat, for the Conſtable, who before had 
him in Cuſtody, to ſerve; but the Beadle very 
wiſely ſtopped at the Alehouſe to drink a Pint 
where Harrow lodged, and moſt probably diſcloſed 
his Buſineſs at //otten. From the Alchouſe he 
went to the Conſtable, who finding he had called 
firſt at the Houſe where Harrow lodged, blamed 
him for his Imprudence, and immediately went 
in Purſuit of him; but Harrow had juſt mounted 
his Mare, and was gone off, and left his Madam 
behind him for that Time, though ſhe followed 
him the next Day. 

Some Time after this, the Mayor of Glouce/ter 
received a Letter from Sir John Fielding, deſcribing 
Harraw; in conſequence of which they were pur- 
ſued to Worceſter, where they heard they had been 
the Night before, and had taken the Road for Worly- 
Bank, in Staffordfhi:e, 30 Miles below Worceſter ; 
they were eaſily traced, by enquiring after a Wo- 
man on a grey Hotſe, and they ſoon found the 
Houſe where they lodged at J/orly- Bank ; — 
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and his Miſtreſs were both in Bed. His Purſuers 
forced open the Door, and one of them immediate- 
ly threw himſelf upon Harrow, and the reſt inſtant- 
ly aſſiſted in ſecuring him; and well it was they 
were ſo expeditious in it, for in the Chair by his 
Bed-fide lay two Brace of loaded Piſtols, which he 
ſwore they ſhould have had amongſt them, had he 
not been prevented. They made him get up and 
dreſs himſelf, and brought him down Stairs. But 
here they had another great Difficulty to ſurmount; 
for the Colliers, of which there are a great many 
in that Town, ſwore bitterly they ſhould not take 
him away, and were for ſetting him looſe ; but by 
giving them about 403. worth of Ale, and acquaint- 
ing them what a terrible Robber he had been, they 
at length condeſcended to wave their Privilege, 


and they brought him ſafe to Glouce/ter, where 


Numbers of People flocked daily to ſee him ; and 
he was afterwards removed to his former Lodging 


in Hertford Gaol. In his Journey thither, he took 


great Pleaſure in entertaining his Guards with an 


Account of his wonderful Exploits, both in Houſe- 


breaking and Highway Robberies. 
He was convicted of the Robbery for which he 


ſuffered, on the Evidence of one Miller, one of 


his Accomptices. After his Condemnation, he be- 
haved in the moſt audacious Manner; and notwith- 
ſtanding he was chained to the Floor, and hand- 
cuffed- with another Priſoner, was continually at- 
tempting todo all the Miſchief in his Power. One 
Day, when he was at Dinner, a Perſon looking 
ſtedfaſtly at him, he threw a Vinegar-cruet in his 
Face, and was very near cutting out his Eyes. 
Harrow, and the reſt of the Priſoners, were 
attended by ſeveral worthy Divines to the Day 


of their Executions, ſupplying them with Books 


proper for their Situation, praying by them, and 
uſing 
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uſing their utmoſt Efforts to ſoften their Obduracy, 


which had ſo far the defired Effect, as to induce 


them to behave decently, and to make a Profeſſion 
of ſincere Repentance, and Forgivene!s ot the Evie 
dence, Proſecutor, and the reſt of Mankind © ore 
rotu, however, as ſoon as the Clergyman had left 
them, declared, if one Swain, who was 2n Artendent 
in the Priſon, ſtould be appointed to guard hum to 
Church next Morning, he would knock him down ; 
which being reported to the Clergyman, be ſcvete— 
ly rebuked him for it. On S:nduy, the Day be- 
fore their Execution, they attended Divine Service 


at Alibullows Church, both Morning 4 After- 


noon; Hurrow was led thither between tis Wife 
and aniient Mother, who both wept bitterly, and 
he was then perceived to ſhed Tears for the firſt 
Time. ; 

On Sunday Evening, two Gentlemen in the 
Neighbourhood of Hatfield, came over to Hertford 
to ſee Harrow, and upon being introduced to him, 
tod him, they were come on Purpoſe to give him 
an Opportunity of eafing his Mind, by diſcloſing 
to them any further Diſcovery he had to make. 
He told them, he had little further to add to his 
former Diſcoveries ; but gave them an Account of 
his, and the reſt of the Gang, frequently making 
uſe of their Horſes, which they had much abuſed ; 
he likewiſe aſſured them, that the Watch which 
he had in his Pocket, when apprehended, was his 
own Property, and that he purchaſed it of a tra— 
velling Few, at a Public-houſe at Hatfield; and 
that the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, and ſeveral People 
were preſent when he bought it. T hey affured 
him, if this could be made appear, they would get 
it reſtored to his Wife. During the Time they 
were with him, which was about half an Hour, he 
behaved very calm and decent, and affected to ap- 
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pear very penitent, and reſigned to his Sentence, 
which he acknowledged he juſtly deſerved: How 
ſincete this Behaviour was, will preſcntly appear 
from his Manner of ſpending the Night before 
Execution. 

The fatal Morning being arrived, about 8 o'Clock 
the Turnkeys, on unlocking the Dungeon-door, to 
their great Surprize, found the Priſoners with their 
Hands all looſe, and the firſt Salutation one of 
them received from Farrow, was, Here, carry th./e 
Handcuffs to your Maſter, ad tell him I have dene 
for them. The Turnkey carried the Handcuits, 
which had been wrenched off and cut through, to 
his Maſter; and Mr. Saunders went over to the 
Gaob with proper Aſſiſtance, when Harrow told 
him, he only wanted one Tool more to have got 
off his own and his Fellow-priſoners Irons; and 
bragged, that he had a rare Fire till x2 o'Clock at 
Night, and wiſhed he could have burnt the Gaol. 
Mr. Saunders told him, he apprehended he had a 
great deal of Buſineſs to do in the Night, as he had 
offered a Jarge Reward for two Candles ; but that 
he was miftruſtful of his Intentions, and had or- 
dered a ſufficient Watch to be kept all Night. 

We ſhould do great Injuſtice to an innocent 
much injured Man, were we to paſs over in Si- 
lence the following Circumſtance, Late on Sun- 
day Evening came to Herifird from Glouceſter, 
Newman, the Conſtable mentioned in the former 
Part of this Narrative, who apprehended Harrow, 
and carried him before a Magiſtrate at Gluce/ter, 
the Time when he was diſcharged. Harrow, af- 
ter his being apprehended at H/orly-Bank, when he 
was brought to Ghuce/ter Gaol, made an Oath be- 
fore a Magiſtrate, that he had paid Ten Guineas 
to Newman, and Ten Guineas to his Wife, for 
conſenting to his Eſcape from Hatton, after he had 

received 


\ 


LE "= Br b&. Fei. A 


* O 


d 
d 


for Burglary. 357 
received the Warrant to apprehend him; for this 
Offence Newman was indicted at the Quarter Seſ- 
fions, and hned 3 /. for a Breach of his Office; not- 
withſtanding which, Newman perſiſting in his Inno- 
cence, undertook this Journey from Glouce/ter to 
Hertford, hoping Harrow would, in his laſt Mo- 
ments, do him Juſtice in clearing up his Character, 
and contradicting this falſe Aſſertion. Newman 
brought with him a Letter from a Reverend Divine 
at Glouce/ter on his Behalf, directed for The Reve- 
rend the Ordinary or Chaplain of the County-Gaol 
at Hertford ; but there being no ſuch Perſon, the 
Letter was carried to one of the Clergymen who 
voluntarily attended the MalefaQors ; but the Con- 
fuſion the Gaol was in by Harrow's Attempt, and 
having promiſed to preach before them that Morn- 
ing, he was prevented from being able to enquire 
into the Affair; but another Clergyman being at 
Hertford, requeſted him to go with Newman to 
Harrow, which he did; and Newman put the Queſ- 
tion to him, with that Boldneſs and Reſolution, which 
convinced all preſent of his Innocence; notwith- 
ſtanding which, Harrow perſiſted in his Charge, 
though he groſsly prevaricated, firſt ſaying News- 
man's Man was preſent when he gave him the Mo- 
ney, and afterwards, that ſeveral were preſent. 
The Clergyman obſerved to him, how inconſiſtent 
it was to ſuppoſe a Tranſaction of that Kind ſhould 
be done before Witneſs, and uſed all Arguments 
poſſible to prevail with him to do Newman Juſtice, 
but without Effect. 

When the Smith came to puſh out the Rivets 
of their Irons, Harrow was requeſted to hold his in 
his Hand, which he obſtinately refuſed. They 
were then taken to Church, where a ſuitable Diſ- 
courſe was preached to them and a numerous Au- 
dience. After Service they were put into a Cart, 
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and carried to the Place of Execution. . Harroay 
called out to ſeveral Perſons that he knew, and in 
particular, a few Minutes before he was turned off, 
ſpoke to a Gentleman's Servant who had viſited 
him the Day before, defiring his Watch might be 
given to his Son ; and he charged the Executioner 
þ + to preſume to rip him, or meddle with his 
loaths. 
About One o' Clock they were turned off, when 
Harrow gave a violent Spring which expedited his 
End, though the Weight of his Irons contributed 


to the ſame Effect. 
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